
memo-dsib-csd-oct13item01

Attachment 1
Page 4 of 4

California Department of Education

District, School & Innovation Branch

Charter Schools Division

State Board of Education-Authorized Charter Schools: Annual Summary Report
October 2013
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION




Introduction

The State Board of Education (SBE) delegates oversight of its SBE-authorized charter schools to the California Department of Education (CDE). The CDE collects data and information from these schools and conducts an annual site visit of each school as required pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47604.32(b). The CDE started providing an annual report on the status of each SBE-authorized charter school to the SBE beginning with the 2011–12 school year. 

The purpose of this report is to provide summary information to the SBE and to the public on the academic performance and progress, fiscal condition, and governance of the SBE-authorized charter schools in California. The information in this report is not intended to describe all aspects of the SBE-authorized charter schools and should be used in conjunction with other fiscal, governance, and academic accountability information provided through the CDE Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov and from the individual charter schools. 
This report includes the results on key indicators for each SBE-authorized charter school as well as a brief narrative description of the school’s student demographics, academic accountability, measurable pupil outcomes, fiscal management, and governance.
The data for this report was derived from the following sources:
Demographic Information

· California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) 

The CALPADS is the foundation of California's K-12 education data system that allows for tracking a student's academic performance over time. It includes student level demographic, program participation, grade level, enrollment, discipline, graduation, and dropout information. More information about CALPADS is located on the CDE CALPADS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/index.asp. Special instructions for charter schools reporting is located on the CDE CALPADS Charter Schools Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/charterschools.asp. 

· California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS)

In addition to the CALPADS, the CBEDS includes school level data collected from the School Information Form (SIF), which provides school-level information about the number of classified staff, select educational options enrollment, technology, education calendars, parental exception waivers, bilingual paraprofessionals, and school improvement grant information. Complete, aggregate, and historical aggregated CBEDS data files are available on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/studentdatafiles.asp.

Academic Accountability Information

The CDE reports student achievement information and school level accountability data on all schools, including charter schools. The Accountability Progress Reporting (APR) includes school information on LEAs’ and schools’ performance within the state and federal accountability systems. The APR provides information on the state API, the federal Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), and the federal Program Improvement (PI) Program. The CDE APR Web page is http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ar/. 
Locally-Collected Information

SBE-authorized charter schools have unique local goals, objectives, and measures; the results of some of these measures are provided to the CDE, and include:
· Fiscal 

Fiscal data includes three main components. First, the SBE-authorized charter school provides the CDE with budget reports and updates throughout the year followed by an unaudited report of expenditures at the close of the fiscal year. Independent auditors also review the school’s fiscal condition and provide a report to both the school and the CDE. Collectively, these budgets and reports are analyzed by CDE staff and provide information on the school’s overall fiscal condition. Second, SBE-authorized charter schools must report enrollment once a year and attendance three times a year. Enrollment and attendance rates drive the school’s revenue. The CDE staff monitors the enrollment and attendance rates in relation to the school’s projected budget. Third, the CDE conducts annual school site visits. During the site visit CDE staff conduct stakeholder interviews and observations, and collect on-site data that provide additional information regarding the fiscal condition of the school. 

· Governance

Charter school governance is described in each school’s individual charter petition. SBE-authorized charter schools operate with by-laws. This information is provided by each charter school for CDE review. 

· Measurable Pupil Outcomes

In August 2013, the CDE requested an update on Measurable Pupil Outcomes (MPO) from each SBE-authorized charter schools and provided each school with a sample template. The data regarding measurable pupil outcomes are self-reported by the charter schools. They are unique goals and local measures described in each individual school’s petition. CDE did not check for the accuracy of the information in the sections completed by the schools in the September 2013 SBE-Authorized Charter School Self-Reporting Update on the 2012–13 Measurable Pupil Outcomes. These pages are included in the attachments.  Additionally, CDE obtains information from the schools in the annual update provided within 30 days of the release of the CDE APR. CDE will continue to review all information submitted by the schools.
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