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	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2015–2016 Legislative Session


Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute an SBE or CDE position for the legislation.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Legislative Update (6 pages)
Legislative Update

These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute an SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation.

The status of each bill is provided as of September 30, 2016, the deadline for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature on or before August 31, 2016.
Standards, Curriculum Frameworks, and Instructional Materials
AB 575 (O’Donnell) – Instructional Materials: Follow-up Adoptions
Current law requires the SBE to adopt primary instructional materials for existing subject areas such as mathematics and English language arts within an eight-year cycle. This bill authorizes the SBE to conduct follow-up adoption of instructional materials, defined as any adoption other than the primary adoption, and provides the CDE with the authority to assess a fee to offset the cost of conducting the follow-up adoption. The bill requires the CDE to take reasonable steps to limit the cost of the fee and authorizes the SBE to reduce the fee for small publishers or manufacturers, upon their request. 

Status: Signed by the Governor on September 24, Chapter 550, Statutes of 2016.

AB 1719 (Rodriguez) – Pupil Instruction: Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation

Commencing with the 2018–19 school year, this bill requires school districts and charter schools that have a health course graduation requirement for high school to provide instruction on performing compression-only cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). The instructional program must be based on national evidence-based emergency cardiovascular care guidelines for the performance of compression-only CPR. 

This bill encourages school districts and charter schools to provide general information on the use and importance of an automated external defibrillator (AED) to their pupils. The CDE is required to provide guidance on implementation, including who may provide instruction, before the start of the 2017–18 school year.

Status: Signed by the Governor on September 24, Chapter 556, Statutes of 2016.

AB 2016 (Alejo) – Pupil Instruction: Ethnic Studies

This bill requires the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to develop a model curriculum in ethnic studies by December 31, 2019, and the SBE to adopt the model curriculum by March 31, 2020. The development of the model curriculum must include participation of faculty of ethnic studies programs from institutions of higher education and representatives of local educational agencies (LEAs), a majority of whom are K–12 teachers with experience in the study or teaching of ethnic studies. The model curriculum will be written as a guide to allow school districts to adapt their courses to reflect the pupil demographics in their communities. The bill also encourages school districts and charter schools maintaining grades 9 through 12 to offer a course of study in ethnic studies, based on the model curriculum adopted by the SBE, as an elective in the social sciences or English language arts.

Status: Signed by the Governor on September 13, Chapter 327, Statutes of 2016.
AB 2290 (Santiago) – Revision of the World Language Content Standards
In consultation with the IQC, this bill requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to recommend updates to the world language content standards by January 31, 2019, and requires the SBE to adopt, reject, or modify the updates by March 31, 2019. AB 2290 requires the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE and IQC, to select a group of experts to assist in developing revisions to the world language content standards. The bill stipulates that if the SBE modifies or rejects the revisions, the SBE is required to explain in writing the reasons for modifying or rejecting the recommended revised content standards. If the SBE adopts the revised content standards, the bill requires the SBE to consider adopting curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials aligned to those standards by September 30, 2020. In addition, the SBE may adopt instructional materials for K–8 that are aligned to the revised content standards by January 31, 2022.
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 26, Chapter 643, Statutes of 2016.
AB 2329 (Bonilla) – Computer Science Strategic Implementation Plan

On or before September 1, 2017, this bill requires the SSPI to convene a computer science strategic implementation advisory panel consisting of 23 members, co-chaired by the SSPI or designee and a representative of the Governor. The SSPI is required to appoint a statewide computer science liaison to serve the advisory panel. The bill requires the advisory panel to submit recommendations for a computer science implementation plan to the CDE, SBE, and Legislature by July 1, 2018. The recommendations are to include, at minimum, the following:
· Broadening the pool of teachers to teach computer science;

· Defining computer science education principles that meet the needs of pupils in K–12; and 
· Ensuring that all pupils have access to quality computer science courses. 
AB 2329 requires the CDE to develop and the SBE to adopt a computer science strategic implementation plan based on the recommendations from the advisory panel and submit the plan to the Legislature by January 1, 2019. 
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 27, Chapter 693, Statutes of 2016. The Governor included a signing message which states that the bill inadvertently limits the discretion of the SBE and has technical issues, and notes that the sponsors have committed to addressing these issues when the Legislature returns. 
AB 2546 (Calderon) – Pupil Instruction: Financial Literacy 

This bill requires the IQC to consider including age-appropriate information on financial literacy for grades K–12 when the history-social science curriculum framework is next revised after January 1, 2017. Age-appropriate information on financial literacy may include, but is not limited to, fundamentals of banking for personal use, principles of budgeting and personal finance, and employment and understanding factors that affect net income.

Status: Signed by the Governor on September 25, Chapter 616, Statutes of 2016.
AB 2862 (O’Donnell) – Revision of the Visual and Performing Arts Content Standards
In consultation with the IQC, this bill requires the SSPI to recommend updates to the visual and performing arts content standards in the subjects of dance, theater, music, and visual arts by November 30, 2018, and requires the SBE to adopt, reject, or modify the updates by January 31, 2019. The bill requires the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE and IQC, to select a group of experts in visual and performing arts to assist in developing revisions to the standards. The bill stipulates that if the SBE modifies or rejects the revisions, the SBE is required to explain in writing the reasons for modifying or rejecting the recommended revised content standards. If the SBE adopts the revised content standards, the bill requires the SBE to consider adopting curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials aligned to those standards by July 31, 2020. In addition, the SBE may adopt instructional materials for K–8 that are aligned to the revised content standards by November 30, 2021.
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 26, Chapter 647, Statutes of 2016.
AB 2864 (Chau) – Pupil Instruction: Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882: Chinese Americans’ Contributions to Establishment of Transcontinental Railroad 
This bill encourages all state and local professional development activities to provide teachers with content background and resources on the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the contributions of Chinese Americans to the establishment of the transcontinental railroad. The bill requires that these two topics be considered when the SBE revises and adopts the history-social science curriculum framework on or after January 1, 2017.
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 26, Chapter 648, Statutes of 2016. 
ACR 144 (Mullin) – Public Schools: Character Education
This measure urges the SBE, county offices of education (COEs), and local school governing bodies to increase emphasis on character, citizenship, ethics, and the humane treatment of living creatures in order to promote a humane and compassionate society.
Status: Chaptered by the Secretary of State on July 11, Resolution Chapter 84.
SB 1435 (Jackson) – School Curriculum: Health Education: Healthy Relationships

This bill requires the IQC to consider including comprehensive information on the development of healthy relationships for grades K–8 consistent with the current health education standards when the health framework is next revised after January 1, 2017. If the IQC includes comprehensive information on the development of healthy relationships, the bill requires the IQC to consult with educators with expertise in curriculum for developing healthy relationships and to ensure the information is research-based and appropriate for pupils of all races, genders, sexual orientations, gender identities, and ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

Status: Signed by the Governor on September 25, Chapter 633, Statutes of 2016.

Assessments

AB 491 (Gonzalez) – English Learners (EL): Identification: Notice

Current law requires an LEA to provide each parent with notice of the assessment of his or her child’s English language proficiency. This bill would have expanded the requirements of the notice by adding the following information: whether the pupil is a long-term English learner (LTEL) or at risk of becoming an LTEL; the manner in which English language development (ELD) instruction will meet the educational strengths and needs of the pupil; and the manner in which ELD instruction will help a pupil who is an LTEL or at-risk of becoming an LTEL develop English proficiency and meet academic standards. The bill would have also required the CDE to make available to public schools a sample notification letter with specified statements and required school districts to provide the notification letter to parents when the home language survey is administered. 

Status: Vetoed by the Governor on September 28. The veto message states that while there needs to be a better job in explaining to parents how their pupil may be designated as an EL and what happens once they receive designation, the specific statements in the bill are not clear and will cause more confusion for parents, not less. 
         Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) and School Improvement
AB 2259 (Medina) – School Accountability: Dropout Recovery High Schools
Current law allows up to 10 dropout recovery high schools to report the results of an individual pupil growth model, proposed by the school, and certified by the SSPI, in lieu of other accountability indicators. This bill extends the date of repeal of this provision from 2017 to 2020. 
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 16, Chapter 383, Statutes of 2016.
AB 2548 (Weber) – School Accountability: Statewide Accountability System

This bill would have required the SBE to adopt a statewide accountability system aligned with the state priorities and federal law with a reliance on data from key indicators established by the evaluation rubrics. AB 2548 would also have required the creation of a data and reporting system and expressed legislative intent that the system provide meaningful and accessible information on school and school district performance displayed through an electronic platform.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor on September 24. The veto message states that the SBE has spent more than two years listening to stakeholders in order to create a thoughtful and integrated federal, state, and local accountability system based on the Local Control Funding Formula. As the SBE is committed to continuously improve the system and has an annual review in place, it is unnecessary and premature to impose additional requirements at this time. 


Professional Learning and Evaluation
AB 2826 (Weber) – Teacher Evaluation

This bill would have encouraged school districts to include specified multiple measures in the evaluation of certificated employees. These included measures relating to academic progress of pupils, surveys of parents and pupils, instructional techniques and strategies, and adherence to curricular objectives. 
Status: Vetoed by the Governor on September 30. The veto message states that the new optional measures included in this bill would fail to materially change current teacher evaluations in California.


Graduation Requirements


AB 2306 (Frazier) – Juvenile Court School Pupils
This bill requires a school district to exempt a pupil from all coursework and other requirements for high school graduation that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements, if the pupil has completed grade 10 and transfers from a juvenile court school, and unless the school district makes a finding that the pupil is reasonably able to complete the additional requirements in time to graduate from high school. 
AB 2306 requires a COE to issue a diploma to a pupil who completes statewide coursework requirements for graduation while attending a juvenile court school. 
Status: Signed by the Governor on September 22, Chapter 464, Statutes 2016.
SB 1123 (Leyva) – Pupil Instruction: High School Graduation Requirements

Current law requires each pupil completing grade 12 to satisfy certain coursework requirements to receive a high school diploma. One of the requirements includes the completion of one course in arts, foreign language, or career technical education. This bill extends the statutory timeline to July 1, 2022 or until the career technical education courses meet the eligibility requirements for admission to the University of California and the California State University, whichever occurs earlier.

Status: Signed by the Governor on July 1, Chapter 53, Statutes of 2016.
Charter Schools
AB 709 (Gipson) – Charter Schools
This bill would have expressly stated that charter schools are subject to either the Brown Act or Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, to the California Public Records Act, and the Political Reform Act of 1974.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor on September 30. The veto message states that the bill goes further than addressing issues of conflict of interests and is too prescriptive on how these boards should operate.   

SB 739 (Pavley) – Charter Schools: Sited Outside Boundary Prohibition

This bill would have prohibited a school district from authorizing a new charter outside its jurisdiction if the school district is assigned a negative budget certification.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor on September 29. The veto message states that the pending audit by the California State Auditor should be completed prior to making any legislative changes in order to get a better understanding of the scope of the issue and evaluate whether any policy changes are needed.   
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