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	TO:
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	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Assembly Bill 790 Linked Learning Pilot Program


Summary of Key Issues

Assembly Bill 790, Chapter 616, Statutes of 2011 (Attachment 1), established the Linked Learning Pilot Program (Pilot) to be administered by the California Department of Education (CDE) for the purpose of implementing districtwide Linked Learning pathways. AB 790 also formally established “Linked Learning” as the name for the approach referred to as “Multiple Pathways” in prior legislation and reports.
Linked Learning delivers an academically challenging course of study that focuses each student on a self-selected career pathway; engages each student in project-based classroom activity; and provides a safe, supportive school climate in a small learning community. Linked Learning holds promise as a way to increase graduation rates. Linked Learning courses of study include job-specific content and work-based learning opportunities as a means for building a better educated workforce. 

The major components of Linked Learning, as outlined in a report entitled Multiple Pathways to Student Success: Envisioning the New California High School, Chapter 2,   (Attachment 2), are:
1. An integrated core curriculum that:

a. Provides access to a challenging academic component that prepares students for success in California’s colleges and universities, including apprenticeships and other postsecondary programs;

b. Is delivered through problem- and project-based learning and other engaging instructional strategies; and

c. Intentionally brings real-world context and relevance to instruction, using methodologies that emphasize broad themes, interest areas, and career technical education (CTE).

2. An integrated career technical core curriculum, including a sequence of at least four, yearlong related courses that:

a. Contains courses using as a framework the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards (Attachment 3);
b. Provides students with career management skills; and

c. Is aligned with and underscores core academic principles and standards.

3. A series of work-based learning opportunities that begin with mentoring and job shadowing and evolve into intensive internships, school-based enterprises, or electronically assisted mentorships. 

4. Student support services, including supplemental instruction in reading and mathematics, to help students master the advanced academic and career technical content necessary for success in postsecondary education and careers, counseling, and other services.

The announcement of the 20 pilot applicants accepted into the program was made on Friday, January 4, 2013 (Attachment 4). An applicant was defined within the Pilot application as either a single local educational agency (LEA) or a consortium of two or more LEAs. Because of this, the 20 pilot participants include six consortia containing multiple LEAs within each consortium. Therefore, the Pilot includes 55 districts and eight county offices of education that administer 444 high schools and roughly 600,000 high school students. A list of the LEAs participating in the Pilot is attached (Attachment 5). 
The Pilot will operate during school years 2012–13 through 2016–17, with the first school year serving as a planning year for participating LEAs.

Participating LEAs will be required to respond to requests for data and information in support of the requirement for a report from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Legislature due by September 30, 2016. The CDE will request that the pilot LEAs provide baseline data from the 2013–14 school year and then will request pilot LEA data from the 2015–16 school year for comparison. Per the requirements provided in AB 790, the data will include, but not be limited to:
1. Pupil dropout and graduation rates;
2. The number and percentage of participating pupils who meet the requirements and prerequisites for admission to California public institutions of postsecondary education;
3. Workforce outcome data, which may include the number or percentage of pupils who earn a certificate, license, or the equivalent in a designated occupation; and 
4. Other information which the CDE may require to administer the Pilot successfully and meet the reporting requirement.
The Pilot is a key objective within the CDE’s California Career Readiness Initiative, Objective 8, available on the CDE Career Readiness Campaign Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/cr/index.asp (Attachment 6).
The Pilot is designed to achieve the following:

1. The Linked Learning approach for high school education is expanding the number of high schools transforming how they prepare students for career and college.

2. Students in Pilot LEAs will be more fully prepared for career and college, as demonstrated by the student outcomes of programs effectively implementing Linked Learning in the LEAs throughout California, such as California Partnership Academies and other programs.
3. Participating LEAs are using the Pilot as an opportunity to develop innovative strategies that promote career and college readiness. Support for promising innovative thinking would be available from Mentor LEAs, intermediaries, the CDE, and other entities with knowledge about the planning and professional development required for successful change at the LEA, high school, and pathway levels.
4. Participating LEAs will offer programs of study that include courses integrating core academic and CTE standards.

5. Smaller, career-themed high schools using the Linked Learning approach will become a districtwide option for students attending grades nine through twelve in participating Pilot LEAs and ultimately serve a substantial percentage of each LEA’s high school students.

6. The LEAs engaged in efforts to implement the Linked Learning approach will serve as models for replication and laboratories for innovation during the Pilot period.

7. School leaders in participating LEAs will involve business and community leaders in the planning and implementation of the Linked Learning approach in local high schools.

8. Participating LEAs will strengthen agreements with their local higher education institutions, thereby promoting secondary options such as co-enrollment between high schools and community colleges, articulated certificate programs, and early and middle college programs.

9. Participating LEAs will implement project-based, problem-solving, and 
inquiry-based teaching methodologies in Linked Learning classrooms.


10. Participating high schools will strengthen transition strategies with feeder middle grades schools, including the implementation of an individual student learning plan.

Senate Bill 1070, Chapter 433, Statutes of 2012 (Attachment 7), includes language that allows funding for the Pilot during fiscal year 2013–14.

 Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Assembly Bill 790. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_790_bill_20111008_chaptered.html (Outside Source).
Attachment 2: Multiple Pathways to Student Success: Envisioning the New California High School. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/mps/print/htdocs/mps/home.htm (Outside Source).
Attachment 3: California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/ct/sf/ctemcstandards.asp.
Attachment 4: Assembly Bill 790 Pilot Announcement. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr13/yr13rel2.asp.
Attachment 5: List of Assembly Bill 790 Linked Learning Pilot Participant Local Educational Agencies. (3 pages)
Attachment 6: California Career Readiness Initiative. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/cr/index.asp.
Attachment 7: Senate Bill 1070. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_1051-1100/sb_1070_bill_20120921_chaptered.html (Outside Source).
List of Assembly Bill 790 Linked Learning Pilot Participant 
Local Educational Agencies

Each Local Educational Agency (LEA) selected to participate in the Assembly Bill 790 Linked Learning Pilot Project (Pilot) is listed below geographically by county from north to south. If a LEA is also part of a consortium of LEAs within the Pilot, the name of the consortium is included after the name of the LEA.
Yuba County

Yuba County Office of Education (COE)—Capital Region Academies for the Next Economy (CRANE)

Wheatland Union High School District (UHSD)—CRANE
Yuba City Unified School District (USD)—CRANE

Nevada County

Nevada Joint UHSD—CRANE

Placer County

Placer COE—CRANE

Placer UHSD—CRANE

Rocklin USD—CRANE

Roseville Joint UHSD—CRANE
Western Placer USD—CRANE
El Dorado County

El Dorado COE—CRANE
El Dorado UHSD—CRANE
Black Oak Mine USD—CRANE
Sonoma County

Santa Rosa City Schools  
Yolo County

Washington USD—CRANE
Sacramento County

Sacramento COE—CRANE
Center Joint USD—CRANE
Folsom-Cordova USD—CRANE
Galt Joint UHSD—CRANE
Natomas USD—CRANE
Elk Grove USD 

Sacramento City USD

San Juan USD—CRANE
Twin Rivers USD—CRANE
River Delta Joint USD—CRANE
Solano County

Vallejo City USD

Contra Costa County

Antioch USD—Diablo Delta Corridor Project (D2CP)

Mt. Diablo USD—D2CP

Pittsburg USD—D2CP

West Contra Costa USD
Alameda County

San Lorenzo USD

Santa Clara County

East Side UHSD

Santa Cruz County

Santa Cruz COE—Cabrillo College Santa Cruz County College Commitment (S4C)

Pajaro Valley USD—S4C
San Lorenzo Valley USD—S4C
Santa Cruz City Schools—S4C
Scotts Valley USD—S4C
Tulare County

Tulare COE—Tulare-Kings County Linked Learning Consortium (TKCLLC)

Cutler-Orosi USD—TKCLLC
Dinuba USD—TKCLLC
Lindsay USD—TKCLLC
Porterville USD—TKCLLC
Tulare Joint UHSD—TKCLLC
Visalia USD—TKCLLC
Kings County

Hanford JUHSD—TKCLLC
Ventura County

Oxnard UHSD 

San Bernardino County

San Bernardino COE—Linked Learning San Bernardino Consortium (LLSBC)
Chino Valley USD—LLSBC

Colton Joint USD—LLSBC
San Bernardino City USD— LLSBC
Upland USD—LLSBC
Yucaipa-Calimesa USD—LLSBC
Los Angeles County

Los Angeles COE
Antelope Valley UHSD

Centinela Valley UHSD

Los Angeles USD

Long Beach USD—Linked Learning San Diego Consortium (LLSDC)

Norwalk-La Mirada USD

Riverside County

Palm Springs USD 

San Diego County

Carlsbad USD—LLSDC

Escondido UHSD—LLSDC
Grossmont UHSD—LLSDC
Oceanside USD—LLSDC
San Diego USD—LLSDC
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