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ELA/ELD Framework Webinar Series: 
Purposes and Goals

• Recenter the ELA/ELD Framework as our primary guide for 
language and literacy policy and practice.

• Share knowledge about key content in the ELA/ELD 
Framework.

• Establish a foundation for successful and sustained 
implementation of the practices and systems promoted in the 
ELA/ELD Framework.



Recentering California’s 
ELA/ELD Framework

Webinars Series 2023–24
• September 26: Overview
• October 10: Foundational Skills
• November 14: ELD and 

Multilingual Programs
• December 12: Language 

Development
• January 9: Meaning Making

• February 13: Effective 
Expression

• March 12: Content Knowledge
• April 9: Assessment & 

Intervention
• May 14: Systems & the 

California Literacy Roadmap



Agenda

1. Welcome and Opening Remarks
2. Effective Expression Theme: Overview
3. Effective Expression in Elementary School
4. Effective Expression in Middle and High School
5. Effective Expression Theme: Explore and Discuss
6. Closing & Next Steps



Outcomes

• Understand the “big ideas” of the Effective Expression theme 
in the ELA/ELD Framework.

• Identify sections in the ELA/ELD Framework that guide 
effective expression instruction in grades TK–12.

• Determine next steps for using the ELA/ELD Framework to 
expand knowledge and enhance practices to support 
students’ effective expression.



Guiding Questions

During the session, think about the following questions, 
and take notes, as needed.

1. What is resonating with you? What are you excited to 
hear?

2. What are some key points everyone you work with 
should know about? What do you want to remember?

3. What questions do you have?



Webinar Series Developers

Dr. Hallie Yopp Dr. Pam Spycher Nancy Brynelson Dr. Bonnie Garcia



State Superintendent’s Welcome

Tony Thurmond
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction



Effective Expression Theme: Overview



The ELA/ELD 
Framework is …

California’s 
Conceptual Model 
for Comprehensive 

and Integrated 
Literacy

Link to Long Description

Figure 2.1 The ELA/ELD Framework Circles of Implementation



Effective Expression Theme: 
A Concrete Example

Human Impact on Climate Unit
1. Write an argument, in the style of an Op-Ed article, 

recommending a state or federal policy related to a climate 
change issue you’ve researched.

2. Then, write and orally present a speech, in the style of a 
TED Talk, based on your argument.

What does a student need to learn to effectively express 
themselves in these two assignments?



What you may have noted ….

• Knowledge about climate change and state and federal policies
• How to do research, read analytically, and talk through ideas
• How to develop their own positions and perspectives
• How to write an effective argument (claims-evidence-reasoning, 

text structure and organization, register awareness, rhetorical 
devices and language resources, etc.)
• How to write an effective Op-Ed
• How to write an effective TED Talk (oral presentation)

• How to deliver an effective TED Talk (oral presentation)



What sometimes happens

• A big investment in reading articles, 
viewing videos, and doing research

• A missed opportunity to analyze texts for 
effectiveness

• A smaller investment in student-led 
academic discussions

• A smaller investment in specific 
expectations for crafting effective written 
and oral arguments



Effective Expression: 
The Big Picture

Effective expression theme's big areas of focus in the ELA/ELD 
Framework:
• Writing
• Discussing
• Presenting
• Using Language Conventions

Effective expression happens through the reciprocal nature of reading, 
writing, discussing, presenting, signing, visual communication, body 
language, and more.



Effective Writers Analyze Effective Writing

“[T]he best way to learn to write is by reading. Reading 
critically, noticing paragraphs that get the job done, how 
your favorite writers use verbs, all the useful techniques. 
A scene catches you? Go back and study it. Find out how 
it works.”
– Tony Hillerman



Writing: Analysis and Application
Students learn how to write by analyzing mentor texts:
• Identifying what an author says, how they are saying it, and what their goal is
• Exploring how authors organize their texts and use specific language to 

achieve their goals
• Discussing their analyses with peers and teachers to express and expand their 

thinking
Students learn how to write through writing:
• Writing in different genres (e.g., argument) and sub-genres (e.g., Op-Ed)
• Consciously and intentionally choosing language and rhetorical devices
• Discussing (getting and giving) feedback using explicit criteria for success
• Reflecting on and revising their own texts



Supporting Writing through 
Integrated and Designated ELD

From chapter 2, pp. 100 and 113



The Special Role of Discussion
Educators ...
• Provide daily and frequent opportunities for students to engage in discussions;
• Teach students how to engage in discussion by modeling, providing feedback, 

and guiding students to reflect on and evaluate their own participation in 
discussions;

• Plan and prepare discussion questions that promote extended conversations 
and critical thinking;

• Consider the physical environment of the classroom and establish routines for 
interaction;

• Provide scaffolds, such as sentence starters/frames or formulaic expressions;
• Ensure flexible grouping and structures for group work for equitable participation.



Scaffolding for discussions is key

See chapter 2, p. 86, figure 2.15. Structures for Engaging All 
Students in Academic Conversations



Supporting Discussions through 
Integrated and Designated ELD

From chapter 2, pp. 110 and 101



Effective Expression in 
Elementary School



Figure 2.1 The ELA/ELD Framework Circles of Implementation

Link to Long Description



Reading: The Author's Craft
Students examine the author's craft as they engage with text.
Attention is given to how authors

• Use language
• Text structures
• Images

For different purposes
• Convey information
• Entertain
• Evoke responses
• Influence readers



Reading: Fluency

• Teachers model, varying pace and using expression.
• Children have regular opportunities to read aloud, individually 

and chorally after rehearsal. Reading aloud is a joyful, 
community-building process.



Writing

"Students should develop an early foundation in writing..." 
(p. 6)

"...students who develop strong writing skills at an early age 
acquire a valuable tool for learning, communication, and 
self-expression." (p. 6)



Recommendations from the Report
• Provide daily time for students to write.
• Teach students to use the writing process for a variety of 

purposes.
• Teach students to become fluent with handwriting, spelling, 

sentence construction, typing, and word processing.
• Create an engaged community of writers.

Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers (Graham and others, 
2012)



Resources in the Framework

Writing examples with annotations Snapshots & Vignettes



Discussing
Research recommendations:

• Select compelling texts.
• Prompt thinking with higher-order questions.
• Ask follow-up questions.
• Have students lead structured small-group discussions.

Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade
(Shanahan and others, 2010)



Resources in the Framework

“Frequent, daily verbal interaction is critical for all learners to 
develop communicative competence and for ELs to progress 
along the ELD continuum” (p. 301).



Reading-Writing-Discussing

Contributors to comprehension:
• Writing an extended response to a text
• Writing a summary about a text
• Taking notes about a text
• Receiving writing instruction
• Increasing the amount of writing
• High-quality discussions



Presenting
"Even in the earliest grades, children begin to build the skills needed for the 
effective presentation of knowledge and ideas..." ( ELA/ELD Framework, p. 147)

• Requires use of more formal language than discussion
• Heightened awareness of audience
• Preparation
• Should be a safe and affirming experience; choice
• May include sharing/"show and tell" of special objects, photographs, songs or 

poetry; wordless picture books; retellings, how to explanations; Readers Theater, 
spoken word

• May be recorded and shared virtually
• Multimedia presentations
• Multilingual presentations



Language Conventions

Encoding
• Spelling

• L.K-5.2
• Printing and Cursive

• L.K-1.1
• L.3-4.1



Effective Expression in 
Middle and High School



Writing (1)

“Effective writing—writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, 
and audience—is the result of instruction, practice, and feedback.” 
(p. 524)

“The ability to write well is basic to student success in college and 
beyond. Students can become better writers when they have multiple 
opportunities to write in classes across the curriculum throughout 
their education—from elementary school through university.”
p. 687, Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing (CWPA, NCTE, & NWP, 
2011)



Writing (2)

Importance of 
• Writing in response to text, often multiple texts
• Analyzing effectiveness of author's use of language, text 

structure, rhetorical devices (ethos, pathos, logos), and more
• Using mentor text(s)
• Collaborating, discussing, and giving and receiving feedback
• Frequently writing formally and informally—volume of writing



Writing Research
1. Explicitly teach appropriate writing 

strategies using a Model-Practice-
Reflect instructional cycle.

2. Integrate writing and reading to 
emphasize key writing features.

3. Use assessments of student writing 
to inform instruction and feedback.

Teaching Secondary Students to Write 
Effectively (Graham and others, 
2016/2019)

Elements of Effective Adolescent Writing 
Instruction (Figure 6.5, p. 524)

1. Writing strategies
2. Summarization
3. Collaborative 

writing
4. Specific product 

goals
5. Word processing

6. Sentence 
combining

7. Prewriting
8. Inquiry activities
9. Process writing 

approach
10.Study of models
11.Writing for 

content learning
Writing Next: Effective Strategies to Improve 
Writing of Adolescents in Middle and High 
Schools (Graham and Perin, 2007)



Writing Resources
Framework Resources Other Resources

High Impact Strategies Toolkit 
to Support Students in 
ERWC Classrooms

• Discovering What You Think
• Composing a Draft
• Revising Rhetorically
• Editing

pp. 629 & 777

https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks


Discussing
Other Resources
High Impact Strategies Toolkit to 
Support Students in ERWC 
Classrooms

• Discussion Norms
• Academic Discussion

pp. 559–561, 592, and 692

Framework Resources

https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/high-impact-strategies-toolkit-support-students-erwc-classrooms-pdf-hyperlinks


Presenting
California emphasis in ELA & ELD 
Standards
• SL.6-12.4 Present claims and findings 

(6–8)
...information, findings, and supporting 
evidence (9–12)

• SL.6-12.5 Include/integrate multimedia 
and visual displays (6–8) 
…make strategic use of digital media 
(9–12)

• ELD.PI.6-12.9 Plan and deliver oral 
presentations and reports

For the first time, students are 
expected to delineate a 
speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not. Students 
present claims and findings in 
argument, narrative, 
informative, and response to 
literature presentations on a 
regular basis in grade six.

p. 561



Using Language Conventions
• ELA Standards: Command of the 

conventions of grammar and usage 
(L.6–12.1) and capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling (L.6–12.2)

• Best developed in 
context through frequent 
practice, teacher feedback, and 
editing

• Varies as appropriate for the 
purpose, audience, task/argument, 
author's persona, and genre 
expectations

Figure 6.6, p. 529
Figure 7.10, p. 696



Effective Expression Theme: 
Explore and Reflect



Review 

• Session 6 Guidance Document: Effective Expression



Figure 2.1 The ELA/ELD Framework Circles of Implementation

Link to Long Description



Questions and Answers



Closing & Next Steps



Recentering California’s 
ELA/ELD Framework

Upcoming Webinars: 3:30–4:45 p.m.

• March 12: Content Knowledge
• April 9: Assessment & Intervention
• May 14: Systems for Implementation & the California Literacy 

Roadmap



Contacts

Bonnie Garcia
Statewide Literacy Co-Director
bogarcia@cde.ca.gov
916-445-7098

Nancy Brynelson
Statewide Literacy Co-Director
nbrynelson@cde.ca.gov
916-445-2426

mailto:bogarcia@cde.ca.gov
mailto:nbrynelson@cde.ca.gov


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Thank you!



Circles of Implementation Long Description
The outer ring: Overarching 
goals
• Readiness for college, 

careers, and civic life 
• Attained the capacities of 

literate individuals 
• Become broadly literate
• Acquired the skills for living 

and learning in the 21st 
century 

Inner field: Context in which 
instruction occurs:
• Integrated
• Motivating
• Engaging
• Respectful
• Intellectually challenging



Circles of Implementation Long Description (2)

Orbiting the center: Key Themes 
of the ELA/Literacy Standards
• Meaning Making
• Language Development
• Effective Expression
• Content Knowledge
• Foundational Skills

Center:
• CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy
• CA ELD Standards

Return to slide 10 
Return to slide 22 
Return to slide 43
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