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Program Summary:

The Benchmark Writer’s Workshop supplemental program includes the following: Teacher Resource System; Shared Reading Mentor Big Books; Mentor Read-Alouds; Responsive Confering Flip Charts.
Recommendation:
Benchmark Writer’s Workshop is not recommended for approval because it is not fully aligned with the subset of Common Core State Standards for a Category 2 submission and does not meet all of the evaluation criteria approved by the State Board of Education for this supplemental instructional materials review.

Criterion 1: Alignment to Standards

Criterion 1 only applies to a Category 1 submission.

Criterion 2

The supplemental materials program does not provide coverage of all of the subset of Common Core State Standards required for a Category 2 submission. Listed below are some examples of standards that are not covered.

Standards Not Met:

· Grade K: 
· RI4, Unit 3, pages 2, 6, 62, 66, 73, while pages cited ask general questions regarding the text, there is insufficient evidence of questions about unknown words in a text.

· W6, Unit 3, pages 8, 12, 14, 22, 42, 52, 54, 63, 66, 67, students are asked to complete their writing assignments in a writing folder and lessons do not explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing.

· L4b, Unit 3:  Week 24 and 25, insufficient instruction is provided on using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word.

· L5b, Unit 3:  Week 24 and 25, lessons provide insufficient instruction in understanding frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites.

· Grade 1:

· RL6, Unit 4, pages 12, 14, 22, 26, 32, 34, 36, 38, while lessons do provide instruction on character, setting, and problem/solution, lessons do not provide instruction on who is telling the story.

· RI6, Unit 4, page 2, lessons ask students to identify what they see in an illustration.  No instruction is provided in distinguishing between information provided by illustrations and information provided by words in a text.

· RF3d, Unit 1, page 22, lesson does not provide instruction in using knowledge that every syllable must contain a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word.

· RF3e, Unit 1, pages 52-54, students are listening to text read-aloud by the teacher; however, the lesson does not provide instruction in basic patterns of syllabication.

· Grade 2:

· RL10, Unit 1, page 6; Unit 2, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 23, lessons provide insufficient opportunities for students to read and comprehend literature.  Additionally, genre is limited to personal narrative and realistic fiction and does not provide opportunities for reading poetry.

· RI9, Unit 4, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 23, lessons provide examples of persuasive writing on different topics.  Instruction on comparing and contrasting the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic is not provided.

· RI10, Unit 5, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 23; Unit 3, Mini-Lessons 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11; and Unit 4, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, Lessons provide insufficient opportunities for students to read and comprehend informational text.

· RF4c, Unit 5, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 23; Unit 1, Mini-Lessons 2, 3, 5, 7, 9;  Unit 3, Mini-Lessons 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11; and Unit 4, Mini-Lessons 2,3,5,7,9,  insufficient evidence of students reading with accuracy or fluency.

· Grade 3: 
· RL 7, Unit 5 Mini-Lesson 2 pages 6-7, Mini-Lesson 3 pages 8-9, insufficient evidence of use of illustrations as context for mood or enhancing understanding of character or setting.

· W10, Unit 5 Mini-Lesson 2 pages 6-7, insufficient evidence of students writing for a range of time frames or for a range of tasks, purposes, or audiences.

· W 1c, Unit 5 Mini-Lesson 7 pages 14-15, Mini-Lesson 13 pages 26-27, insufficient evidence of use of linking words to connect opinions and reasons to support topic.

· L 1j, Unit 3 Mini-Lesson 5 pages 10-11, insufficient evidence of use of conventions or coordinating/subordinating conjunctions. 

· Grade 4:

· RL 6, Unit 4 Mini-Lesson 2 page 4; Mini-Lesson 3 page 6; Mini-Lesson 4 page 8,  insufficient instruction on comparing/contrasting points of view.

· RL 10, Unit 2 Mini-Lesson 3 page 6; Mini-Lesson 2 page 4, Mini-Lesson 3 page 6, Mini-Lesson 4 page 8, insufficient evidence of opportunities for students to read and comprehend text.

· RI 10, Unit 4 Mini-Lesson 2 pages 4-5, insufficient evidence that students read and comprehend informational text.

· W 1c, Unit 4 Mini-Lesson 1 pages 2-3, insufficient evidence of students providing reasons for their opinions, and no mention of linking words for connecting opinions and reasons.

· Grade 5:

· RL 7, Unit 2 Mini-Lesson 5 pages 10-11, Because lesson focuses on creating an anchor chart of historical fiction elements and examples, insufficient evidence of analysis of visual multimedia elements contributing to meaning, tone, and beauty.

· RI 3, Unit 5 Mini-Lesson 2 pages 4-5, Mini-Lesson 3 page 6, Mini-Lesson 5 page 10, Mini-Lesson 7 page 14, insufficient evidence to demonstrate relationships between 2 or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts based on information in text.

· RF 3, Unit 5 Mini-Lesson 2 page 4, Mini-Lesson 3 page 6, Mini-Lesson 5 page 10, Mini-Lesson 7 page 14, insufficient instruction on reading unfamiliar, multisyllabic words.

· L 2b, Unit 4, Mini-Lesson 23 page 46; Unit 5, Mini-Lesson 17 page 34, Mini-Lesson 20 page 40, Mini-Lesson 24 page 48, insufficient instruction of proper use of commas to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.

· Grade 6:

· RL 7, Unit 2 Mini-Lesson 5 page 10, insufficient evidence of any comparison/contrast instruction or activity.

· W 9b, Unit 2 Mini-Lesson 7 page 14, Mini-Lesson 13 page 26, Mini-Lesson 15 page 30, Mini-Lesson 17 page 34, Mini-Lesson 18 page 36, Mini-Lesson 19 page  38, Mini-Lesson 20 page 40, Mini-Lesson 24 page 48, Mini-Lesson 25 page 50, Because lesson focuses on problem/solution in historical fiction, there is insufficient evidence of application of standard to literary nonfiction.

· SL 2, Unit 3 Mini-Lesson 2 page 4, Mini-Lesson 2 page 6; Unit 4 Mini-Lesson 2 page 4, Mini-Lesson 3 page 6, insufficient evidence that lessons meet criteria of interpreting information presented in diverse media and formats and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

· L 1b, Unit 4 Mini-Lesson 9 page 19; Unit 2 Mini-Lesson 9 page 18, Mini-Lesson 9 page 32, insufficient evidence of instruction with all pronoun types including intensives.

Criterion 3: Social Content

The program conforms to the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition. 
Criterion 4: Accuracy

The program and materials demonstrate accuracy, proper grammar, spelling, and they are free from errors.

Criterion 5: Assessment

The program does not demonstrate materials for teachers to evaluate student progress toward proficiency in the content outlined in the CCSS.

Citations:

· Grade K:
TE, Unit 3, pages 70-71, focuses on concepts of print, oral language, and grammar, specific formal assessment is needed.
· Grade 2: 
BLM2, pages 60-61, insufficient assessments for reading and language standards.
· Grade 5: 
TE, pages 59-61, assessment is fairly informal, insufficient evaluations of standards.
Criterion 6: Universal Access

The supplemental instructional material does not present comprehensive guidance for teachers in providing effective, efficient instruction for all students. Instructional materials do not provide access to standards-based curriculum for all students, including English-learners (EL), advanced-learners, and students below grade level in reading and writing skills and students with disabilities. 

Citations:

· Grade 1: 
Unit 4, page 9, insufficient evidence of EL support, advance learners and students with disabilities; Unit 4, page 14, insufficient evidence of universal access.
· Grade 3: 
Unit 5, pg. 17, insufficient evidence of access to standards-based curriculum for all students. Unit 5, p. 37, insufficient evidence of creating tone of authority, knowledge, and conviction. 
· Grade 6: 
Unit 6, insufficient evidence of universal access for instruction for advanced learners and students with disabilities. 

Criterion 7: Instructional Support

The program does not provide instruction for teachers on how to use and integrate the supplemental instructional materials. 

Citations:

· Grade K: 
TE, pages xii-xiii, insufficient evidence of clear instructions on how to use the program in isolation.
· Grade 4:
 TE, page 22, instructions are not provided for the teacher to integrate this lessons into a larger unit. 
· Grade 6: 
Unit 2, pages 18-19, insufficient evidence of clear instruction on how to use/integrate supplemental instructional materials; Mini-Lesson 13 page 32, insufficient evidence to improve expression in ways other than verb tense.

Edits and Corrections:
The panel did not find any edits and corrections for this program. 
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