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	Information
	Source

	Configuration of California’s Public Middle Schools
	

	Grades K-6    2,046                       Grades 6-8      841

Grades K-8       729                       Grades 7-8      355

Grades 4-8         18                       Grades 7-12      67

Grades 5-8         49                       


	Fact Book 2008 – Handbook of Education Information. CDE, 2008, pp. 10 and 23.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/fb/

	Enrollment
	

	Grade 6  485,207                          50,470 Teachers (Grades 6-8)

Grade 7  492,029

Grade 8  490,812


	Fact Book 2008 – Handbook of Education Information. CDE, 2008, pp. 10 and 23.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/fb


	Algebra Achievement Data on California Middle Grades Students
	

	· 48.7% of eighth-grade students took algebra.
· 38% of those students scored proficient or above.
· 20% of eighth-grade African American students scored proficient or above in algebra. 
· 25%  of eighth-grade Hispanic students scored proficient or above in algebra.
· 25%  of socioeconomically disadvantaged students scored proficient or above in algebra.
· 14%  of eighth-grade students with disabilities scored proficient or above in algebra.
	News Release, CDE,

March 27, 2007.
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr07/yr07rel44.asp

	California Middle Grades Facts
	

	· 20% of middle grades students are classified as English language learners.
	Ed-Data Statistics. http://www.ed-data.k12.ca.us/StudentTrends.asp?reportNumber=128&level=04&fyr=0607#6 [Note, the preceding Web address is no longer valid.]. 



	· 41% of California’s students speak a language other than English at home. More than 100 languages are spoken in California’s student homes.
	English Learners in California Frequently Asked Questions, CDE. http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/elfaq.doc 

	· 28% of California adolescents are either overweight or at risk of becoming overweight.
	2003 California Health Interview Survey, Table 40, p. 54 (Outside Source).
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/files/Hlth_CAs_RT.062906.pdf 

	· 72% of fifth-, seventh-, and ninth-graders failed to meet state standards for all-around physical fitness in 2006.
· 15% of seventh-graders report having used drugs or alcohol at least once.
	2006-07 California Report Card, Children Now, pp.11 and 13. (Outside Source)

http://publications.childrennow.org/publications/invest/reportcard_2007.cfm 

	· More than 40% of middle grades students live in poverty.
	API Data Files, CDE,  2006

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/apidatafiles.asp 

	Exemplary Middle Schools and Models
	

	· California Distinguished Middle Schools (2007):  76

· Schools To Watch™ – Taking Center Stage Models (2007): 18.
	California School Recognition Program, CDE

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/sr/cs/




"Sadly, too many people view (California's) diversity as a big problem. I don't. Instead, I say: Imagine! Imagine the potential of that diversity in today's—and tomorrow's—global economy. If we educate these students well, our state would not only be able to compete more effectively, but it would be able to lead our nation and the world economically."


—State Superintendent Jack O'Connell 1





The facts listed in this handout indicate the current achievement status of California’s diverse student body. Last year, 35 percent of California’s middle schools reached their Academic Performance Index (API) growth target.2  The median API score for California’s middle grades has risen from 715 in 2005 to 730 in 2007.3





Proficient or Above


100% Target and 2006-07 CST Data4


English Language Arts (ELA) and Math (not algebra)


Middle Grades Students (Grades 6-8)





Student Subgroups�
English Language Arts�
Math�
�
Asian�
67%�
67%�
�
White-not Hispanic�
63%�
63%�
�
Hispanic�
29%�
24%�
�
African American�
29%�
20%�
�
Socioeconomically Disadvantaged�
28%�
24%�
�
Students with Disabilities�
11%�
9%�
�
English Learners�
8%�
12%�
�









1Jack O’Connell, Closing the Achievement Gap: Learn More about the Initiative. November 30, 2007. 


2Ed-Data State Reports: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ed-data.k12.ca.us/AudienceTracking/Registration.asp" ��http://www.ed-data.k12.ca.us/AudienceTracking/Registration.asp�, 2006-2007. 


3 CDE News Release, August 31, 2007 


 4California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR), 2007. � HYPERLINK "http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2007/Viewreport.asp" ��http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2007/Viewreport.asp�
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1Kevin Carey, “The Real Value of Teachers; Using New Information about Teacher Effectiveness to Close the Achievement 


Gap,” Thinking K-16, Vol. 8, Issue 1 (Winter 2004), 4.


2Linda Gorman, Teachers and the Gender Gaps in Student Achievement. May 2006. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nber.org/digest/may06/w11660.html" ��http://www.nber.org/digest/may06/w11660.html� (Outside Source)


3Chris Chapman and others, Dropout Rates in the United States: 2005 Compendium Report. Washington, D.C.: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education, 2007.


4Anne Nelson, “Overcoming the Income Gap,” Infobrief, Issue 47 (Fall 2006), 4.





Closing the Achievement Gap


Researchers found that “all else being equal, students assigned to the most effective teachers for three years in a row performed 50 percentile points higher on a 100-point scale than comparable students assigned to the least effective teachers for three years in a row.”1





The gender gap for children ages nine to thirteen approximately doubles in scienceand reading. By the time adolescents reach age seventeen, "the underperformance of boys in reading is equivalent to one and a half years of schooling, and though men continue to be overrepresented in college-level science and engineering, girls are now more likely to go to college and persist in earning a degree," according to a 2005 working paper published by the National Bureau of Economic Research.2





Over 26 percent of California’s adolescents fail to graduate from high school.3





Remedial academic work . . . “must mirror the experiences middle-class children would have in their non-school hours. Activities such as sports, outdoor recreation, fine arts, field trips, and recreational reading help children build the confidence, social skills, creativity, discipline, and inquisitiveness to help them succeed in school alongside of their middle-class peers.”4
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About At a Glance





At a Glance was prepared by the California Department of Education’s Middle and High School Improvement Office. To contact the office, call


(916) 322-1892 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:MidNet@cde.ca.gov" ��MidNet@cde.ca.gov�.





About Taking Center Stage—


Act II








In March 2008, the California Department of Education will debut its online middle grades resource Taking Center Stage—Act II (TCSII). TCSII is an innovative project dedicated to promoting excellence in middle grades education and is delivered through a free, dynamic Web portal: � HYPERLINK "http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII" ��http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII�.








1 The Health of Young People: A Challenge and a Promise. Geneva: World Health Organization,1993. 


2 Resilience & Youth Development Module. 2002. � HYPERLINK "http://chks.wested.org/resources/rydm_surveycontent.pdf" ��http://chks.wested.org/resources/rydm_surveycontent.pdf� (PDF; Outside Source)





A Glimpse of the Adolescent Learner





“Adolescents experience distinct physical changes due to puberty, social changes, changing roles, expectations, and relationships; and emotional and intellectual changes due to transitioning from concrete to abstract thinking and reasoning. Exploration and experimentation are key behaviors in their efforts to find their place in society. It is important to understand that it is a time of developing and redefining their relationships with parents, family and friends, and building the foundation of their experiences toward adulthood.”1





The former U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley stated, “The number one priority of schools should be making sure that every student is connected to a caring adult in the school.”2
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