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IMR/CRE REPORT OF FINDINGS – HISTORY–SOCIAL SCIENCE
2009 EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT CURRICULUM REVIEW
SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Panel: Elementary History–Social Science
Grade Levels: 5
Unit Reviewed: 5.4.1.
Purpose
The Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) is a program designed to strengthen education about the environment in California public schools. The EEI curriculum includes Teacher Editions (TE), Big Books (BB), Supporting Materials (SM), Workbook Journals (WB), Readers (READ), Dictionaries (DICT), Word Wall Cards (WWC), Student Maps (STM), Wall Maps (WM), Games (GA), Posters (PO), and PowerPoint Presentations (PPT).

Recommendation
The EEI curriculum unit is not recommended because it does not meet the category 1 criteria. It is not fully aligned with History–Social Science Content Standard 5.4.1., and it contains historical inaccuracies. The curriculum unit does demonstrate overall strengths in criteria categories 2 through 5. Edits and corrections are listed at the end of the report.
A. Instructional Materials Criteria

	Category 1: History–Social Science Content/Alignment with Standards

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not
Met
	

	
	
	X
	The EEI curriculum unit does not meet the category 1 criteria. The History–Social Science Content Standard is not met, and the unit contains historical inaccuracies. The unit also has grammar and spelling errors. The revisions, and edits and corrections at the end of this report address these errors.

	Standard Not Met: 5.4.1. Maps give the boundaries of modern states that do not correspond to the original 13 colonies. This lack of appropriate maps fails to properly teach the standard (TE pp. 24, 38, 42-43, 77-80, SM pp. 17-19, 37-49). Student activities do not explicitly ask students to locate American Indian nations on a map (TE pp. 30-42).
Not Met Citations:

· Criterion #2: In lesson 3, steps 10 and 11 (TE p. 61) are confusing and fail to accurately portray how natural systems influenced decisions by colonists.
· Criterion #3: Errors in grammar and spelling, such as SM p. 37 on which “cords” is misspelled as “chords,” are listed in the “Edits and Corrections” section at the end of the report.
· Criterion #4: Portraying modern state boundaries as equivalent to the boundaries of the 13 colonies is inaccurate (TE pp. 24, 38, 42-43, 77-80).

	Category 2: Program Organization (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum unit provides clear structure regarding what students learn in relation to each of the identified content standards and how teachers should instruct history–social science content efficiently and effectively while using the environmental principles and concepts.

	Citations:

· Criterion #1: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE pp. 44-55.
· Criterion #2: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE p. 83.
· Criterion #3: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE p. 5.


	Category 3: Assessment (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum unit provides tools and strategies for measuring student achievement and answer keys for all assessments.

	Citations:

· Criterion #2: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE pp. 20-27, 50-52, and 73-76.


	Category 4: Universal Access (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum unit provides guidance for teachers in providing access to the content standards and the environmental concepts for students below grade level in reading and writing skills and for advanced learners.

	Citations:

· Criterion #1: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE pp. 16-18, 28-29.


	Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum unit contains a clear road map for teachers to follow when planning instruction.

	Citations:

· Criterion #2: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE pp. 48-49, 85.
· Criterion #4: Grade 5, Unit 5.4.1., TE p. 59.


B. State Board of Education’s Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content

Review Panel Findings: The EEI curriculum unit meets the social content standards in the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition, adopted by the State Board of Education.

Edits and Corrections

The following revisions and edits and corrections must be made as a condition of this recommendation.

Edits and Corrections from this report are available upon request.
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