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IMR/CRE REPORT OF FINDINGS – HISTORY–SOCIAL SCIENCE
2009 EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT CURRICULUM REVIEW
SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Panel: Elementary History–Social Science
Grade Levels: K-7
Units Reviewed: K.4.5.-K.6.3., 1.2.4., 1.4.2., 2.2.4., 2.4.1., 2.4.2.-2.4.3., 3.1.1.-3.1.2., 3.2.2., 4.2.6., 4.3.3., 5.8.4. 6.1.1., 6.1.2., 6.2.1., 6.2.6.-6.2.8., 6.5.1.-6.6.1., 7.2.5., 7.3.5., 7.6.3.

Purpose
The Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) is a program designed to strengthen education about the environment in California public schools. The EEI curriculum includes Teacher Editions (TE), Big Books (BB), Supporting Materials (SM), Workbook Journals (WB), Readers (READ), Dictionaries (DICT), Word Wall Cards (WWC), Student Maps (STM), Wall Maps (WM), Games (GA), Posters (PO), and PowerPoint Presentations (PPT).
Recommendation
The EEI curriculum units reviewed by the elementary history-social science panel are recommended because they are aligned with applicable History–Social Science Content Standards. Revisions, and edits and corrections required as a condition of this recommendation are listed in the “Edits and Corrections” section at the end of the report.
A. Instructional Materials Criteria

	Category 1: History–Social Science Content/Alignment with Standards

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not
Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum units are aligned to the History–Social Science Content Standards and support teaching of the Environmental Principles and Concepts. The EEI curriculum units have grammar and spelling errors and contain minor historical inaccuracies. The revisions, and edits and corrections at the end of this report address these errors.

	Exemplary Citations for Fully Met Criteria:

· Criterion #1: (some exemplars of standards) Kindergarten, Unit K.4.5.-K.6.3., TE pp. 30-35. Grade 1, Unit 1.4.2., TE pp. 42-51. Grade 3, Unit 3.1.1., TE pp. 26-35. Grade 4, Unit 4.2.6., TE pp. 56-67. Grade 6, Unit 6.5.1., TE pp. 30-41
· Criterion #5: Kindergarten, Unit K.4.5.-K.6.3, BB pp. 1-12. Grade 2, Unit 2.4.1., READ pp. 1-19. Grade 4, Unit 4.2.6., TE pp. 56-65. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.1., TE pp. 72-83. Grade 7, Unit 7.2.5., TE pp. 70-79.
· Criterion #8: Grade 4, Unit 4.2.6., TE pp. 68-83. Grade 5, Unit 5.8.4., TE pp. 12. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.1., TE p. 10. Grade 7, Unit 7.2.5., TE p. 9, and Unit 7.6.3., SM p. 47.
Citations for Partially Met Criteria:

· Criterion #3: Grade 1, Unit 1.2.4., TE p. 65 (“People have less trees to use…” should be “People have fewer trees to use … “). Grade 2, Unit 2.2.4. SM p. 12 (Incorrect format for a friendly letter.). (See Edits and Corrections for additional errors.)
· Criterion #4: Grade 2, Unit 2.2.4. TE p. 57 (This progression of pictures is a serious misrepresentation of the process of human settlement of North America. The pictures do not include Native Americans.). Grade 2, Unit 2.4.1., READ, p. 11, photograph of the Bale Grist Mill (The photograph shows incorrect baling of hay for the 1800s.). (See Edits and Corrections for additional inaccuracies.)


	Category 2: Program Organization (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum units provide clear structure regarding what students learn in relation to each of the identified content standards and how teachers should instruct history-social science content efficiently and effectively while using the environmental principles and concepts.

	Citations:

· Criterion #2: Grade 3, Unit 3.1.1.-3.1.2., TE pp.18-19. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.6.-6.2.8., TE pp. 20-22 and 99-100.
· Criterion #3: Grade 1, Unit 1.2.4., TE p. 5. Grade 2, Unit 2.4.2.-2.4.3., TE p. 5. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.1., TE p. 5.


	Category 3: Assessment (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum units provide tools and strategies for measuring student achievement and answer keys for all assessments.

	Citations:

· Criterion #1: Grade 4, Unit 4.3.3., TE pp. 74-86 and SM pp. 35-39. Grade 5, Unit 5.8.4., TE pp. 36-42 and SM pp. 11-18. Grade 7, Unit 7.2.5., TE pp. 72-78, SM pp. 41-44, and STM.
· Criterion #2: Grade 6, Unit 6.1.1., TE p. 69. Grade 7, Unit 7.6.3., TE pp. 69-70.


	Category 4: Universal Access (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum units provide guidance for teachers in providing access to the content standards and the environmental concepts for students below grade level in reading and writing skills and for advanced learners.

	Citations:

· Criterion #1: Grade 1, Unit 1.4.2., TE pp. 16-18, WWC (distance), DICT, p. 4. Grade 2, Unit 2.4.1., TE pp. 16-18, WWC (drought), DICT p. 5, and READ pp. 6-7. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.6.-6.2.8., TE pp. 16-18, WWC (aqueduct), and DICT p. 2.
· Criterion #2: Kindergarten, Unit K.4.5.-K.6.3., TE pp. 4-13 and BB p. 3. Grade 2, Unit 2.4.2.-2.4.3., TE pp. 72-73, READ p. 6, DICT p. 10, and WWC (harvest). Grade 6, Unit 6.1.1., TE pp. 84-85 and SM pp. 19-20.


	Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support (must demonstrate overall strength)

	Criteria are:
	Review Panel Findings

	Fully Met
	Partially Met
	Not

Met
	

	X
	
	
	The EEI curriculum units contain a clear road map for teachers to follow when planning instruction.

	Citations:

· Criterion #1: Grade 1, Unit 1.4.2., TE pp. 14-15. Grade 2, Unit 2.4.1., TE pp. 12-15. Grade 6, Unit 6.1.1., TE pp. 14-17.
· Criterion #2: Grade 4, Unit 4.3.3., TE pp. 12-15 and 34-35. Grade 6, Unit 6.2.6.-6.2.8., TE pp. 12-15 and 34-35.
· Criterion #3: Grade 6, Unit 6.1.2., TE pp. 4-5 and SM p. 14.
· Criterion #4: Grade 2, Unit 2.2.4., TE pp. 24 and 28-29.
· Criterion #5: Grade 4, Unit 4.3.3., TE p. 24. Grade 7, Unit 7.2.5, TE p. 30.


B. State Board of Education’s Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content

Review Panel Findings: The EEI curriculum units do not meet the social content standards in the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition, adopted by the State Board of Education.
Citations:

	Grade Level
	Subject/Standard
(HSS, Science)
	Title of Unit
	Standard Cited

(e.g. K-1 Brand Names/Corporate Logos)
	Description of Citation

Briefly and clearly indicate what the citation is, where it is located in the instructional material (include page references), and suggestions on how to revise the cited material to bring it into compliance with the social content standards.

	K
	HSS

K4.5./
K.6.3.
	Some Things Change and Some Things Stay the Same
	K-1
	SM, Visual Aide 9, p. 21, TE p. 49: photo of skateboarder – jean’s with red tag and stitching clearly identifiable as “Levis.” Suggest blurring out red tag and blurring stitching.

	1
	HSS

1.4.2.
	On the Move
	K-1
	BB, pp. 8-9: Logo for sock on bottom photo; page 8, brand names on 2 of the bikes, unicycle brand name, corporate name on helmet of motorcycle rider. Blur out the names and logos.

	2
	HSS

2.2.4.
	California’s Lands – Then and Now
	B-2
	Visual Aids #9-12: Depict mostly white people. The exception is VA #10 which depicts mostly Asian. Is it possible to have a more diverse group of people represented in these photos? For example, VA 12 – two kids boarding a school bus. Use photo with people of color, rather than white children. 

	2
	HSS

2.4.1.
	From Field to Table
	K-1
	SM, p. 41 and the Visual Aid #22 shown on TE p. 76: The name of the grain company is clearly written on the front of the bag on the floor. Blur out the name.

	2
	HSS

2.4.1.
	From Field to Table
	K-1
	READ, “The Bale Grist Mill,” p. 16: The name of the grain company is clearly written on the front of the bag on the floor. Blur out the name.

	2


	HSS

2.4.1.
	From Field to Table
	K-1


	TE, p. 51, Visual Aid #7: The name of the produce company and phone numbers are shown. Blur type.

	2
	HSS

2.4.1.
	From Field to Table
	K-1
	TE, p. 57: Bottom photo shows the brand name, “Cindy,” on the sides of the boxes behind the man on the left side of the photo. Blur the type.

	2
	HSS

2.4.2./
2.4.3.
	The Dollars and Sense of Food Production
	K-1
	SM, p. 14: The bottom 2 photos show the name of the company, “Berry Bowl” on the boxes and the hats of the workers. Blur out the names.

	2
	HSS

2.4.2./
2.4.3.
	The Dollars and Sense of Food
	K-1
	SM, p. 22, TE, page 70, Visual Aid #5: The 2 photos on the left side of the page show the name of the company, “Berry Bowl”. Blur out the type.

	2
	HSS

2.4.2./
2.4.3.
	The Dollars and Sense of Food Production
	K-1
	Visual Aid 5: Photo of forklift, “Toyota” clearly visible on side in grey and on forklift in front. Remove name.

	2
	HSS

2.4.2./
2.4.3.
	The Dollars and Sense of Food Production
	K-1
	WWC: “Goods:” Shows grocery bag of products with lots of brand names. Is it necessary to make them all brand free in this context?

	2
	HSS

2.4.2./
2.4.3.
	The Dollars and Sense of Food Production
	K-1
	TE, p. 70: Toyota logo

	3
	HSS

3.1.1./
3.1.2
	The Geography of Where We Live
	B-1, B-2
	WWC: Pictures perpetuate racial hierarchy and stereotypes (“effects”)

	3
	HSS

3.2.2.
	California Indian People: Exploring Tribal Regions
	B-8, B-9
	TE, p. 15: Indians in 21c – portrayals limited to root culture

	5
	HSS

5.8.4.
	Nature and Newcomers
	B-7
	TE, p. 66: Expects students to reflect on the best kind of weather for camping. Many students have never been camping. Teachers can just use the second question given, which refers to recess. 

	6
	HSS

6.1.1.
	Paleolithic People: Tools, Tasks, and Fire
	K-1
	TE, p. 35: Has a photo of a can of “Chicken of the Sea” tuna with the mermaid logo. Blur out the name of the brand.

	6
	HSS

6.1.1.
	Paleolithic People: Tools, Tasks, and Fire
	B-5

K-1
	WWC “clan”, “theory:” The word card “clan” is problematic because the photo of black Africans doesn’t necessarily illuminate the term itself. It also perpetuates racial stereotypes (again, informed by 19th century ideas like Social Darwinism), especially when coupled with the picture of the white teacher on the “theory” word card.

	6
	HSS

6.1.1.
	Paleolithic People: Tools, Tasks, and Fire
	B-1
	TE, p. 62: The term “Bushman” is considered pejorative by many in South Africa. The picture is also problematic in that it reaffirms the stereotype that modern day Africans are “primitive”

	6
	HSS

6.2.1.
	River Systems and Ancient Peoples
	B-4, B-5
	SM, p. 46: racial portrayals in photos.

	6
	HSS

6.5.1./

6.6.1.
	The Rivers and Ancient Empires of China and India
	B-1, B-2, B-3
	DICT, p. 7, WWC: “oracle:” Could imagine 6th graders making jokes about this photo. Psychics sometimes thought of as “crazy” at this age. Not sure this is the best choice for photo.

	7
	HSS

7.2.5.
	Arabic Trade Networks: Growth and Expansion in the Middle Ages
	K-1
	TE, p. 7, SM, p. 14: Photo of Peace Arch at the I-5 U.S.A./Canada border: Car maker logos clearly visible: Lexus, Toyota, Honda. Suggestion: blur out logos on photo.


Edits and Corrections

The following revisions and edits and corrections must be made as a condition of this recommendation.

Edits and Corrections from this report are available upon request.
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