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Regional Grant Application and Information:
Regional System of District and School Support
Introduction 
The 2009-12 Regional System of District and School Support (RSDSS) Regional Grant Application reflects: 1) state and federal expectations for the support this system will provide, 2) the types of services to be made available to local educational agencies (LEAs) through expectations and a Scope of Work, and 3) plans for the gathering of data and information to gauge the effectiveness of services provided and for continuous improvement of the RSDSS. 
The application process is designed to ensure that all required elements are addressed while providing sufficient flexibility for individual applicants to meet regional needs. For these reasons the applications are expected to have significant differences; however, all are expected to provide similar services that are aligned with federal and state statute, expectations, and the Scope of Work described herein. The intent of this approach is to make sure that the services the RSDSS provides statewide are comparable from region to region, while maximizing the value of each region’s services by including sufficient latitude to account for regional differences. 
The regional consortia as stated in California Education Code (EC) Section 52059(a) hereafter refers to the RSDSS, as amended by Assembly Bill (AB) 519, Trailer Bill Language, Statutes of 2008. For purposes of submitting the 2009-12 RSDSS Regional Grant Application, the RSDSS applicant’s Scope of Work pertains to the activities of the regional consortia as stated in EC Section 52059(b) and the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, Section 1117.

Federal and State Statutory Authority 
Section 1117 (a) of NCLB requires each state to establish a statewide system of intensive and sustained support and improvement for LEAs and schools receiving Title I funds. EC Section 52059, amended by AB 519, states that for purposes of complying with the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 a statewide system of school support (S4) shall be established by the department to provide intensive and sustained support and technical assistance for, school districts, county offices of education, and schools in need of improvement. AB 519 amended existing California statute to provide a statewide system that shall consist of regional consortia as well as district assistance and intervention teams and other technical assistance providers. This application process is limited to services provided by the RSDSS.
The California Department of Education (CDE) administers, coordinates, and provides overall direction to the S4. Each lead county office of education (COE) grantee will be responsible for working collaboratively with, and providing technical assistance to, school districts as per EC Section 52059(b). Each applicant is encouraged to review and become familiar with NCLB Section 1117 and California EC Section 52059 (Attachment 1).
Description of the RSDSS as a Component of S4

The RSDSS is the component of the statewide system that provides direct technical assistance (TA) and support to districts and their Title I schools in accordance with NCLB through an intermediary regional service delivery model. The RSDSS coordinates and provides services through a lead county office of education in each of the 11 regions throughout California. Each of California’s 58 eligible counties receives RSDSS services and resources. A key activity of the RSDSS is to support both the LEA and schools in Program Improvement (PI) in an integrated fashion. RSDSS will provide TA and professional development services to build the capacity of LEA and school staff to improve student achievement through the use of research-based strategies and practices to improve instruction.

California designates Title I schools identified for PI in accordance with NCLB as: 
· Schools planning for and implementing restructuring, respectively means Years 4 and 5 of PI 
· Corrective action schools are in Year 3 of PI

· PI schools are in Years 1 and 2 of PI

In accordance with NCLB, schools that make two consecutive years of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) exit from PI status.
RSDSS Priority of Services 
The RSDSS priority of services applies to a LEA that is not in corrective action and that has schools under its jurisdiction in PI years 1 through 5 and beyond.  
RSDSS LEA service priority is defined as follows: 
· Service priority 1 means LEAs with schools in PI Years 3, 4, and 5

· Service priority 2 means LEAs with schools in PI Years 1 and 2

· Service priority 3 means LEAs with schools receiving Title I funds with no schools in PI

The RSDSS Scope of Work is targeted to eligible LEAs using the preceding RSDSS priority of services definition. LEAs outside the RSDSS Scope of Work include: 1) LEAs in PI Year 3 corrective action that have been identified and sanctioned by the State Board of Education, and 2) LEAs with schools in PI receiving specific funding through legislation as being eligible for TA and support through Education Code other than the RSDSS.  
A RSDSS service priority listing of LEAs specific to each respective region will be provided to each applicant. Each RSDSS region will carry out its provision of service according to the LEA service priority listing. The service priority listing will be updated following the CDE release of Accountability Progress Reporting (APR) data which provides current Academic Program Index (API), AYP, and PI status for each LEA eligible to receive RSDSS services. 

Priority means in order of importance and rank. The RSDSS service priority begins with LEAs with schools in PI Years 3, 4, 5 and follows in rank order of importance. The RSDSS services to LEAs are to incorporate those of highest priority.

Expectations and Scope of Work

Expectations

Incorporate state developed tools and strategies. Assist the LEA in the use and analysis of data derived from:

· The nine Essential Program Components (EPCs)

· The grade span Academic Program Surveys (APS) for assessing the extent to which elementary, middle, and high schools have implemented the nine EPCs

· The District Assistance Survey (DAS) for assessing how well LEAs are supporting improvements in their schools in seven research-based areas 

· Other comprehensive needs assessment tools, such as curriculum based embedded assessment and the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) Self Assessment and the English Language Subgroup Self Assessment (ELSSA)

RSDSS activities will align with current and future initiatives such as: 

· Close California’s achievement gap that exists between students who are white, students of color, English learners, students in poverty, and students with disabilities

· Support Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtI2) efforts
· Maintain legally compliant LEA programs that meet NCLB requirements
· Support Title I – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged; Title II – Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High Quality Teachers and Principals; and Title III – Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students alignment efforts
Scope of Work
The Scope of Work (I-V) describes required services that all RSDSS grantees are to provide across their regions.

I. District and School Liaison Team - Provide TA and/or professional development to enhance the capacity of the School Support Team. The School Support Team is known in California as the District and School Liaison Team (DSLT). Reference NCLB Section 1117(a)(5).
· Assist the LEA in the development of a DSLT that is composed of persons knowledgeable about scientifically-based research and practice on teaching and learning, successful schoolwide projects, school reform, and improving educational opportunities for low-achieving students.

· Assist the DSLT to work with LEA staff, school staff, and parents through a strategic process of inquiry using state developed tools leading to the completion of a plan that can be reasonably expected to improve student performance and help the school meet its goals for improvement, including AYP.

· Assist the DSLT to develop appropriate plans according to a school site’s respective year in PI such as: (i) LEA Plan revision, (ii) Corrective Action Protocol, (iii) Alternative Governance Protocol, and (iv) the review, revision, and implementation of previously developed protocols when a school site has advanced beyond PI Year 5.

· Assist the DSLT monitor implementation of the plan and make mid-course corrections in the implementation as needed.

The RSDSS shall give priority to the DSLT approach as stated in NCLB Section 1117(a)(4)(b).

II. Change Instructional Practice - Utilize research-based approaches or best practices to change instructional practice to address the academic achievement problems that caused the school to be identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring. Reference NCLB sections 1116(b)(4)(B-C) and 1117(a)(5)(A).
· Use state developed tools, resources, policies and procedures to help LEAs and schools implement practices that are likely to result in improved teaching and learning.
· Use a combination of specific strategies to identify the needs, strengths, and appropriate services for each LEA and school served.
· Assist LEA and school leaders with using educational products and services with strong evidence of effectiveness. 

· Review, evaluate, and make use of research-based and best practice approaches.
III. Engage in Partnerships - Collaborate with the CDE, COE based entities, and other TA providers for the purpose of delivering technical assistance and professional development. Reference NCLB sections 1117(a)(4)(A)(iii-iv) and 1117(a)(5)(A)(i-vii).
· Engage in efforts to identify potential collaborative partners.
· Engage in efforts to identify parent and community organizations as partners.
· Establish or support a local communication system that facilitates the efficient

 flow of information to all key partners. 
· Ensure that collaborative efforts employ research-based strategies. 

· Ensure that resources are aligned and brokered to effectively and efficiently meet the identified needs of LEAs and schools. 

IV. Provide Customized Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development - Provide customized technical assistance and/or professional development that is designed to build the capacity of the LEA and school staff to improve schools, and is informed by student achievement and other outcome-related measures. Reference NCLB sections 1116(a)(1)(A-D), 1116(a)(2), 1116(b)(1)(A), 1116(b)(1)(A), 1116(b)(2)(A-C), 1116(b)(3)(A-E), 1116(b)(4)(A-B), 1117(a)(3), 1117(a)(3), 1117(a)(4)(A)(iii-iv), and 1117(a)(5)(B-C).
· Use additional LEA data to determine the needs of LEAs prior to the provision of service.

· Use a variety of products (such as state developed tools) and services designed to respond to the needs of LEAs.

· Use CDE procedures for managing data to help LEAs determine their needs and strengths and identify programs, processes, and practices that are more likely to result in improved teaching and learning.

V. Align with CDE/LEA Initiatives and Other Approaches - Align with initiatives determined by the CDE or LEA, as appropriate, which indicate the strategy is likely to result in improved teaching and learning in schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring. Reference NCLB Section 1117(a)(4).
Align with initiatives such as, yet not limited to:
· Close the achievement gap

· RtI2
· Support Title I – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged; Title II – Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High Quality Teachers and Principals; and Title III – Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students efforts
· Assist LEAs to maintain legally compliant programs that meet NCLB requirements
Administrative Functions

Each grantee will perform administrative functions that support grant requirements such as, but not limited to:

· Submit required periodic fiscal and programmatic reports to CDE

· Use of the Organization Management System (OMS)

.

· Participate in professional development activities 
· Interface on a regular basis with CDE staff regarding regional statewide activities

· Complete regional contractual agreements

· Plan and participate in at least two regional meetings per year with regional COEs and other appropriate partners for the purpose of evaluation and continuous improvement
Evaluation of Effectiveness
The gathering of evaluation information about RSDSS service delivery systems and student academic outcomes serves two primary purposes: 1) to better understand the strengths of the system in order to enhance what is known to work effectively and to isolate weaknesses to correct, and 2) to understand student academic achievement through a variety of existing data collection processes. These two approaches to better understand the RSDSS outcomes are considered complementary and rely upon each other to act as key data points to better inform the work of the S4 for the purposes of continuous improvement. 

By utilizing these approaches the RSDSS will benefit from an analysis of strengths and weaknesses focused on continuous improvement, shape the direction of future professional development and results of such efforts, and provide an opportunity for reflection on past achievements. 
Report of RSDSS Activities 

To better shape the CDE’s decisions and policies regarding efforts to support LEAs and schools and to better inform technical assistance to RSDSS offices, each RSDSS office will complete a quarterly and end-of-year narrative report. Reports will be based on data related to the status of proposed activities as stated in the application. Specific guidance regarding the narrative report will be provided annually. See below for submission dates.

Critical Reporting Dates for the 2009-2012 RSDSS Grant
Each Fiscal Year of Grant 





Due Date



Return to CDE signed grant award letter 
10 days after receipt
First-quarter expenditure report
October 31
First-quarter narrative report
October 31
Update OMS data
October 31
Midyear expenditure report
January 31

Midyear narrative report 
January 31
Update OMS data 
January 31
Third-quarter expenditure report 
April 30

Third-quarter narrative report 
April 30
Update OMS data
April 30
Budget and/or work plan amendments 
June 1

Update OMS data 
June 30

End-of-year expenditure report 
October 31
End-of-year narrative report 
October 31
If the report due date falls on a weekend or state holiday, the due date will be the next state working day.

RSDSS Funding Formula

RSDSS funding shall be distributed based on a formula defined in EC Section 52059.
Subject to the California Budget Act of 2009, an amount of $10 million is planned to be available in fiscal year (FY) 2009-10 to fund RSDSS activities. Of that amount, $7.5 million will be allocated to RSDSS lead COEs to support the Scope of Work. The remaining $2.5 million will be allocated by the RSDSS lead COE, or “passed through” to other eligible COEs in each region to fund activities aligned with the Scope of Work. These local activities are to be planned in consultation with the RSDSS lead COE. All activities must be supportive of and consistent with the Scope of Work outlined in each respective regional application. In the event that additional funds are provided, these funds will be proportionately distributed in accordance with the RSDSS funding formula.
Narrative Response (Form B) 
Form B consists of three parts: Part 1- Narrative Response, Part 2- Annual Strategies and Activities, and Part 3- RSDSS Funded Positions. Please refer to directions for each part.

Budget (Form C)

Expenditures must comply with all applicable provisions of federal, state, and local rules, regulations, and policies relating to accounting for public school funds; including but not limited to federal NCLB legislation, pertinent EC sections, and the terms of this application. Please include county sub-grant funds in your region’s proposed budget.

All budget adjustment requests must include written justification providing the rationale for the request. A revised budget, along with the written justification, must be submitted to the Regional Coordination and Support Office if a grantee wishes to transfer more than 10 percent of funds between categories. 

Budget Narrative
In a narrative of no more than two pages, please describe in greater detail the expenditures proposed in Form C. For example, when the “other” block is used within a category, please provide details as to how the expenditures will be utilized. If applicable, describe cost-sharing agreements with entities within the region to provide services to identified schools and districts. In addition, describe any budget categories or expenditures that may be unique to your region.

County Sub-Grant Funds
A portion of each region’s grant allocation (approximately 25 percent) is earmarked for eligible counties in the region to fund LEA-level activities consistent with the RSDSS Scope of Work. The RSDSS director, with assistance from the lead LEA assistant superintendent, must collaborate with representatives from the eligible counties to determine their plan for expenditure of these funds. By signing the County Sub-Grant Funds Certifications (Form D), the superintendent or designee of the eligible county acknowledges receipt of the funds and certifies that all activities funded will support the goals described in this document. Although the CDE will review and approve the region’s plan to utilize these funds, accountability for the funds (as with all allocated funds) ultimately lies with the lead LEA. 

Each COE receiving sub-grant funds must complete a County Sub-Grant Funds Certification. Assemble the forms and include them in your grant application packet. 

Dates for 2009-12 RSDSS Grant Process

June 8, 2009
RSDSS 2009-12 Regional Grant Application is released via Web and e-mail.

July 8, 2009
Grant applications are to be postmarked on or prior to July 8, 2009.
July 15 - 30, 2009
Grant applications are reviewed and approved. When necessary, the applicant will be requested to provide CDE with additional information and resubmit the application for final approval.
Grant Application Submission Checklist

Assemble and submit your application packet in the following order:

1. Grant Award Cover Page (Form A). Original signature of the lead county superintendent is required.

2. Narrative Response (Form B, Parts 1, 2 and 3), Budget (Form C), and Budget Narrative 

3. Forms and Assurances. Original signature of the lead county superintendent is required. Attach forms in the following order: 

· Form D: Collaborative Signature Page

· Form E: Certification of Acceptance of Grant Conditions 

4. County Sub-Grant Funds Certifications (Form F)
 
Special Note: The grant application packet must be postmarked on or prior to July 8, 2009.
Send original and two copies of the completed application packet to: 
Regional Coordination and Support Office

California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Suite 6208
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
In addition, you must send an electronic copy on or prior to July 8, 2009 to dlindley@cde.ca.gov.
Contacts or Information

For general application information, contact:
Doug McDougall, Education Programs Consultant
916-445-1256

dmcdouga@cde.ca.gov
For technical information regarding fiscal matters, contact:

Deborah Lindley, Staff Services Manager I




916-319-0598    




dlindley@cde.ca.gov
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No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001

SEC. 1117. SCHOOL SUPPORT AND RECOGNITION.

(a) SYSTEM FOR SUPPORT-

(1) IN GENERAL- Each State shall establish a statewide system of intensive and sustained support and improvement for local educational agencies and schools receiving funds under this part, in order to increase the opportunity for all students served by those agencies and schools to meet the State's academic content standards and student academic achievement standards.

(2) PRIORITIES- In carrying out this subsection, a State shall — 

(A) first, provide support and assistance to local educational agencies with schools subject to corrective action under section 1116 and assist those schools, in accordance with section 1116(b)(11), for which a local educational agency has failed to carry out its responsibilities under paragraphs (7) and (8) of section 1116(b);

(B) second, provide support and assistance to other local educational agencies with schools identified as in need of improvement under section 1116(b); and

(C) third, provide support and assistance to other local educational agencies and schools participating under this part that need that support and assistance in order to achieve the purpose of this part.

(3) REGIONAL CENTERS- Such a statewide system shall, to the extent practicable, work with and receive support and assistance from the comprehensive regional technical assistance centers and the regional educational laboratories under section 941(h) of the Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and Improvement Act of 1994, or other providers of technical assistance.

(4) STATEWIDE SYSTEM-

(A) In order to achieve the purpose described in paragraph (1), the statewide system shall include, at a minimum, the following approaches:

(i) Establishing school support teams in accordance with subparagraph (C) for assignment to, and working in, schools in the State that are described in paragraph (2).

(ii) Providing such support as the State educational agency determines necessary and available in order to ensure the effectiveness of such teams.

(iii) Designating and using distinguished teachers and principals who are chosen from schools served under this part that have been especially successful in improving academic achievement. 

(iv) Devising additional approaches to providing the assistance described in paragraph (1), such as providing assistance through institutions of higher education and educational service agencies or other local consortia, and private providers of scientifically based technical assistance.

(B) PRIORITY- The State educational agency shall give priority to the approach described in clause (i) of subparagraph (A).
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(5) SCHOOL SUPPORT TEAMS-

(A) COMPOSITION- Each school support team established under this section shall be composed of persons knowledgeable about scientifically based research and practice on teaching and learning and about successful schoolwide projects, school reform, and improving educational opportunities for low-achieving students, including — 

(i) highly qualified or distinguished teachers and principals;

(ii) pupil services personnel;

(iii) parents;

(iv) representatives of institutions of higher education;

(v) representatives of regional educational laboratories or comprehensive regional technical assistance centers;

(vi) representatives of outside consultant groups; or 

(vii) other individuals as the State educational agency, in consultation with the local educational agency, may determine appropriate.

(B) FUNCTIONS- Each school support team assigned to a school under this section shall — 

(i) review and analyze all facets of the school's operation, including the design and operation of the instructional program, and assist the school in developing recommendations for improving student performance in that school;

(ii) collaborate with parents and school staff and the local educational agency serving the school in the design, implementation, and monitoring of a plan that, if fully implemented, can reasonably be expected to improve student performance and help the school meet its goals for improvement, including adequate yearly progress under section 1111(b)(2)(B);

(iii) evaluate, at least semiannually, the effectiveness of school personnel assigned to the school, including identifying outstanding teachers and principals, and make findings and recommendations to the school, the local educational agency, and, where appropriate, the State educational agency; and

(iv) make additional recommendations as the school implements the plan described in clause (ii) to the local educational agency and the State educational agency concerning additional assistance that is needed by the school or the school support team.

(C) CONTINUATION OF ASSISTANCE- After one school year, from the beginning of the activities, such school support team, in consultation with the local educational agency, may recommend that the school support team continue to provide assistance to the school, or that the local educational agency or the State educational agency, as appropriate, take alternative actions with regard to the school.
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California Education Code Section 52059

52059.  Establishment and composition of consortia; purpose of system; priorities; charter schools; funding
 (a) For purposes of complying with the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 6301 et seq.), a statewide system of school support shall be established by the department to provide a statewide system of intensive and sustained support and technical assistance for school districts, county offices of education, and schools in need of improvement. The system shall consist of regional consortia as well as district assistance and intervention teams and other technical assistance providers.

   (b) The regional consortia shall work collaboratively with, and provide technical assistance to, school districts and schools in need of improvement by doing the following:

   (1) Reviewing and analyzing all facets of the operation of a local educational agency or school, including the following:

   (A) The design and operation of the instructional program offered by the local educational agency or school.

   (B) The recruitment, hiring, and retention of principals, teachers, and other staff, including vacancy issues. The regional consortia may request the assistance of the Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team to review school district or school recruitment, hiring, and retention practices.

   (C) The roles and responsibilities of district and school management personnel.

   (2) Assisting the local educational agency or school in developing recommendations for improving pupil performance and school operations.

   (3) Assisting the local educational agency or school in efforts to eliminate misassignments of certificated personnel.

   (c) For purposes of performing the functions specified in subdivision (b), funds for the regional consortia shall be distributed based on the number of Title I schools, the pupil enrollment in those schools, and the number of school districts in each region that have been identified as being in need of improvement pursuant to Section 6316 of Title 20 of the United States Code.

   (d) The regional consortia shall ensure that support is provided in the following order of priority:

   (1) To school districts or county offices of education with schools that are subject to corrective action under Section 6316(b)(7) of Title 20 of the United States Code.

   (2) To school districts or county offices of education with schools that are identified as being in need of improvement pursuant to Section 6316(b) of Title 20 of the United States Code.

   (3) To provide support and assistance to school districts and county offices of education with schools participating under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 that need support and assistance to achieve the purposes of that act.

   (4) To provide support and assistance to other school districts and county offices of education with schools participating in a program carried out under this chapter.

   (e) In accordance with paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Section

52055.57, the Superintendent may recommend, and the state board may

approve, that a local educational agency that has been identified for corrective action under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 contract with a district assistance and intervention team or other technical assistance provider to receive technical assistance, including, but not limited to, a needs assessment of the local educational agency.

   (1) The Superintendent shall develop, and the state board shall approve, standards and criteria to be applied by a district assistance and intervention team or other technical assistance provider in carrying out its duties. The standards and criteria that a district assistance and 
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intervention team or other technical assistance provider shall use in assessing a local educational agency shall address, at a minimum, all of the following areas:

   (A) Governance.

   (B) Alignment of curriculum, instruction, and assessments to state standards.

   (C) Fiscal operations.

   (D) Parent and community involvement.

   (E) Human resources.

   (F) Data systems and achievement monitoring.

   (G) Professional development.

   (2) Not later than 120 days after the assignment of a district assistance and intervention team or other technical assistance provider, or the next regularly scheduled meeting of the state board following the expiration of the 120 days, the team shall complete a report based on the findings from the needs assessment performed pursuant to paragraph (1). The report shall include, at a minimum,

recommendations for improving the areas specified in paragraph (1) that are found to need improvement. The report also shall address the manner in which existing resources should be redirected to ensure that the recommendations can be implemented.

   (3) Not later than 30 days after completion of the report specified in paragraph (2), the governing board of the local educational agency may submit an appeal to the Superintendent to be exempted from implementing one or more of the recommendations made in the report. The Superintendent, with approval of the state board, may exempt the local educational agency from complying with one or more of the recommendations made in the report.

   (4) Not later than 60 days after completion of the report, the governing board of the local educational agency shall adopt the report recommendations described in paragraph (2), as modified by any exemptions granted by the Superintendent under paragraph (3), at a regularly scheduled meeting of the governing board.

   (f) A local educational agency that is required to contract with a district assistance and intervention team or other technical assistance provider pursuant to this section shall reserve funding provided under subdivision (d) of Section 52055.57 to cover the entire cost of the team or other technical assistance provider before using that funding for other reform activities.

   (g) Upon an evidence-based finding that a district assistance and intervention team or other technical assistance provider has not fulfilled its legal obligations pursuant to this section, the Superintendent, with the approval of the state board, may remove the district assistance and intervention team or other technical

assistance provider from the state list of eligible providers.

   (h) The provisions of this section are declarative of technical assistance requirements under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 outlined in Section 6316(b) and (c) and Section 6317(a) of Title 20 of the United States Code.

    (i) For purposes of this article, all references to schools shall include charter schools.

2009-12 Grant Award Cover Page (Form A)

Instructions:

Provide the information requested on this form and include it with your application packet. The application packet must be postmarked on or prior to July 8, 2009.  

Applicant Information
	Region


	County where RSDSS office is located

	Address

	Street


	City


	Zip Code




	Regional Director’s Name


	Phone
(          )
	Fax
(         )


	Email




Form B - Part 1, Narrative Response 
Provide a narrative not to exceed 15 pages stating how the regional lead COE intends to implement each component of the Scope of Work. Respond to each specific prompt using the following narrative template. The narrative is to encompass a three-year period. 

Scope of Work
The Scope of Work (I-V) describes required services that all RSDSS grantees are to provide across their regions.

I. District and School Liaison Team - Provide TA and/or professional development to enhance the capacity of the School Support Team. The School Support Team is known in California as the District and School Liaison Team (DSLT). Reference NCLB Section 1117(a)(5).
Describe your plan to:

· Assist the LEA in the development of a DSLT that is composed of persons knowledgeable about scientifically-based research and practice on teaching and learning, successful schoolwide projects, school reform, and improving educational opportunities for low-achieving students.

· Assist the DSLT to work with LEA staff, school staff, and parents through a strategic process of inquiry using state developed tools leading to the completion of a plan that can be reasonably expected to improve student performance and help the school meet its goals for improvement, including AYP.

· Assist the DSLT to develop appropriate plans according to a school site’s respective year in PI such as: (i) LEA Plan revision, (ii) Corrective Action Protocol, (iii) Alternative Governance Protocol, and (iv) the review, revision, and implementation of previously developed protocols when a school site has advanced beyond PI Year 5.

· Assist the DSLT monitor implementation of the plan and make mid-course corrections in the implementation as needed.

The RSDSS shall give priority to the DSLT approach as stated in NCLB Section 1117(a)(4)(b).

II. Change Instructional Practice - Utilize research-based approaches or best practices to change instructional practice to address the academic achievement problems that caused the school to be identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring. Reference NCLB sections 1116(b)(4)(B-C) and 1117(a)(5)(A).
Describe your plan to:

· Use state developed tools, resources, policies and procedures to help LEAs and schools implement practices that are likely to result in improved teaching and learning.
· Use a combination of specific strategies to identify the needs, strengths, and appropriate services for each LEA and school served.
· Assist LEA and school leaders with using educational products and services with strong evidence of effectiveness. 

· Review, evaluate, and make use of research-based and best practice approaches.
III. Engage in Partnerships - Collaborate with the CDE, COE based entities, and other TA providers for the purpose of delivering technical assistance and professional development. Reference NCLB sections 1117(a)(4)(A)(iii-iv) and 1117(a)(5)(A)(i-vii).
Describe your plan to:

· Engage in efforts to identify potential collaborative partners.
· Engage in efforts to identify parent and community organizations as partners.

· Establish or support a local communication system that facilitates the efficient

 flow of information to all key partners. 
· Ensure that collaborative efforts employ research-based strategies. 

· Ensure that resources are aligned and brokered to effectively and efficiently meet the identified needs of LEAs and schools. 

IV. Provide Customized Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development - Provide customized technical assistance and/or professional development that is designed to build the capacity of the LEA and school staff to improve schools, and is informed by student achievement and other outcome-related measures. Reference NCLB sections 1116(a)(1)(A-D), 1116(a)(2), 1116(b)(1)(A), 1116(b)(1)(A), 1116(b)(2)(A-C), 1116(b)(3)(A-E), 1116(b)(4)(A-B), 1117(a)(3), 1117(a)(3), 1117(a)(4)(A)(iii-iv), and 1117(a)(5)(B-C).
Describe your plan to:

· Use additional LEA data to determine the needs of LEAs prior to the provision of service.

· Use a variety of products (such as state developed tools) and services designed to respond to the needs of LEAs.

· Use CDE procedures for managing data to help LEAs determine their needs and strengths and identify programs, processes, and practices that are more likely to result in improved teaching and learning.

V. Align with CDE/LEA Initiatives and Other Approaches - Align with initiatives determined by the CDE or LEA, as appropriate, which indicate the strategy is likely to result in improved teaching and learning in schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring. Reference NCLB Section 1117(a)(4).
Describe your plan to align with initiatives such as, yet not limited to:

· Close the achievement gap

· RtI2
· Support Title I – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged; Title II – Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High Quality Teachers and Principals; and Title III – Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students efforts

· Assist LEAs to maintain legally compliant programs that meet NCLB requirements

Form B - Part 2, Annual Strategies and Activities – Complete the following in general terms for the upcoming fiscal year starting on July 1 and ending on June 30. These activities are to be aligned with the narrative template of the application. 
	Scope of 

Work Area
	Strategies and Activities

 Designed to Meet Scope of Work
	Performance and 

Outcome Measures
	Responsible

Persons or Entities
	Timeline

	I.
District and School Liaison Team (DSLT)
	
	
	
	

	II.
Change     Instructional Practice


	
	
	
	

	III.
Engage in Partnerships


	
	
	
	

	IV.
Provide Customized Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development


	
	
	
	

	V.
Align with CDE/LEA Initiatives and Other Approaches


	
	
	
	


Form B - Part 3, RSDSS Funded Positions – Provide the name of the each person funded by the RSDSS grant and/or sub-grant, the work location, job classification and function, the percentage of full-time equivalency (FTE), and the actual dollar amount funded.
	Name
	LEA/Location
	Job Classification/Function
	FTE
	Amount Funded

	
	
	
	
	


2009–10 PROPOSED BUDGET (Form C) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/ss/documents/rsdssbudgetform.xls
	Name of Agency:
	Regional Director:

	CDS Code:
	Director’s Phone:

	Name of Preparer:
	Preparer’s Phone:

	CATEGORY
	AMOUNT
	ACTIVITIES RELATED TO EXPENDITURE



	1000 CERTIFICATED SALARIES
	
	

	1100 Teachers
	
	

	1200 Pupil Support 
	
	

	1500 Supervisors and Administrators
	
	

	1900 Other Certificated Salaries
	
	

	Subtotal Certificated Salaries
	
	

	2000 CLASSIFIED SALARIES
	
	

	2100 Instructional Aides
	
	

	2200 Classified Support
	
	

	2300 Supervisors and Administrators
	
	

	2400 Clerical, Technical, Office Staff
	
	

	2900 Other Classified Salaries
	
	

	Subtotal Classified Salaries
	
	

	3000 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
	
	

	4000 BOOKS and SUPPLIES
	
	

	4100 Approved Textbooks and Core Curricula Materials
	
	

	4200 Books and Other Reference Material
	
	

	4300 Materials and Supplies
	
	

	Subtotal Benefits & Books/Supplies
	
	

	5000 Services and Other Operating Expenses
	
	

	5100  Subagreements for Services
	
	

	5200 Travel and Conferences 
	
	

	5800 Professional/Consulting Services
	
	

	5900 Communications (e.g., printing and mailing)
	
	

	Subtotal Services and Other Operating Expenses
	
	

	7212 Transfers of Pass-Through Revenues to County Offices
	
	

	7300 INDIRECT Costs
	
	

	TOTAL BUDGET
	
	


	COLLABORATIVE SIGNATURES – (Form D)


REGION: ____________
Each RSDSS’s annual work plan shall be developed, implemented, and evaluated through a collaborative process that includes key stakeholders from each county in the region. Although each county’s role in this process is unique and may vary, cooperative support of the region’s efforts to assist high-priority schools is vital to success. By signing below, county superintendents or authorized assistant superintendents acknowledge their region’s commitment to this collaborative work. 

	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title:  

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name



	Printed Name: 
	Title: 

	Signature
	COE Name 




Provide an explanation for missing signatures and attach to this form.

CERTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT CONDITIONS (Form E)
	The lead COE is to complete and return this form with the 
grant application packet by July 8, 2009. 


I hereby certify that I have read the grant conditions attached to the grant award letter and agree to comply with all requirements for funding. 

In addition to the general grant conditions, I hereby certify the following:

1. Review of Plan

I have reviewed the Regional System of District and School Support (RSDSS) 2009–12 Regional Grant Application narrative and have discussed the contents of the plan with the Regional Director.

2. Collaborative Planning Efforts

The RSDSS Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2) was developed collaboratively, with input from stakeholders, including authorized representatives from the county offices of education in the region. 

3. Commitment to Proposed Activities

Activities described in the Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2) will be completed as proposed and funds allocated for the purpose of implementing the RSDSS 2009–12 Regional Grant Application will be made available to the RSDSS office.

4. Notification of Changes to the Regional Grant Application or Fiscal Allocation

Changes to the 2009–12 Regional Grant Application (proposed activities, budget allocations, etc.) will be communicated to the California Department of Education (CDE) in a timely manner. 
5. Participation in Data Collection

Grantee will provide requested data to the CDE through use of the Organization Management System (OMS).
	Signature of Authorized Official:


	Legal Name of Lead COE:



	Printed Name of Authorized Official:


	COE Address:



	Title of Authorized Official:


	City:


	ZIP:



	Date Signed:


	Telephone Number (including area code):

(             )


For CDE Use Only

Project Title:  Regional System of District and School Support 

Regional Grant Application Period:  July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2012

Fiscal Year:  2009-10

CDE Grant Award Number: 

__________________
Grant Amount:



__________________

Sub-grant Funds Certifications (Form F)
Regional System of District and School Support
	Each county office of education (COE) receiving sub-grant funds is required to complete this form and submit to the region’s lead COE for inclusion in the 2009-12 Regional System of District and School Support (RSDSS) grant application.


As the COE-authorized official, as a condition of receiving these funds, I hereby certify the following:

1. Review of Regional Grant Application and Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2)
I have reviewed the Regional Grant Application for 2009-12 and my county’s participation in the Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2) along with the use of these funds and have discussed the contents of the Regional Grant Application with necessary stakeholders in the region.

2. Collaborative Planning of Efforts

My county’s participation in the Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2) was developed collaboratively, with input from interested and necessary stakeholders. 

3. Commitment to Proposed Activities

Activities described in the Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2) will be implemented as proposed, and funds allocated will be made available to the COE.

4. Notification of Changes to Plan or Fiscal Allocation

Changes to my county’s participation in the Annual Strategies and Activities (Form B, Part 2), (proposed activities, budget allocations, etc.) and/or the Regional Grant Application will be communicated to the lead COE in a timely manner. 

5. Participation in Data Collection
The grantee will provide requested data to the CDE through use of the Organization Management System (OMS).
	Signature of Authorized Official:
	Legal Name of COE:



	Printed Name of Authorized Official:


	COE Address:



	Title of Authorized Official:


	City:


	ZIP:



	Date Signed:


	Telephone Number (including area code):

(             )


For CDE Use Only

Project Title:  Regional System of District and School Support 

Regional Grant Application Period:  July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2012

Fiscal Year:  2009 -10

CDE Grant Award Number: 

__________________
Grant Amount:



__________________

Make Additional Copies as Necessary
General Assurances
As a condition of receiving funds, the grantee is required to maintain a copy of the General Assurances and Certifications and make available for compliance reviews, complaint investigations, or audits. The General Assurances and Certifications can be accessed on the CDE General Assurances Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/generalassur2007.asp.   
Conditions of Grant Award

The signature of the authorized agent on the acceptance form acknowledges that the following general assurances will be observed:

Approved project funds shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of Section 1117, Title I legislation, H.R. 1, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, and California Education Code (EC) Section 52059. Expenditures shall comply with all applicable provisions of federal, state, and local rules, regulations, and policies relating to the administration, use, and accounting for public school funds. Other fiscal conditions include the following:

1. Approved project funds are for the time period and the amount indicated on the grant-award page and the certificate of acceptance.

2. All funding is to be expended by September 30 of the following grant year.
3. Provide requested data to the California Department of Education (CDE) through use of the Organization Management System (OMS).

4. No more than 10 percent of funds allocated for the Regional System of District and School Support shall be expended for capital outlay, including the acquisition and improvement of fixed assets and the purchase and replacement of equipment (EC Section 44680.8).

5. There will be four expenditure reports submitted each fiscal year of the grant to the CDE: one summarizing expenditures for the period July 1 through September 30 (due no later than October 31); one summarizing expenditures for the period July 1 through December 31 (due no later than January 31); one summarizing expenditures for the period July 1 through March 31 (due no later than April 30); and an end-of-year report for the period from July 1 through September 30 (due no later than October 31). Failure to submit the required expenditure reports may result in a delay in the dispersal of grant funds, billing from CDE for the entire amount of any grant funds advanced, or possible reduction of subsequent years’ grants.

6. The indirect cost rate for the grantee shall be the COE approved, state-restricted indirect cost rate.

7. If the grantee terminates its participation in this project, the grantee shall notify the CDE and the other members of the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association region within 30 calendar days of the grantee’s superintendent or governing board’s decision (whichever is appropriate), to ensure the timely designation of another COE in the region. The grantee shall return unexpended funds to the CDE upon receipt of billing. The CDE will subgrant the funds to the newly selected COE.

8. The Certification of Acceptance of Grant Conditions and Sub-Grant Certifications are to be signed by an authorized official and returned with the application packet postmarked on or prior to July 8, 2009.

9. Upon approval of the grant application and receipt of a signed grant award letter, the grant allocation will be disbursed in four installments. The first payment will be 25 percent of the regional base allocation plus the total amount of the county subgrant funding to be allocated to the counties. The second payment of 25 percent will be processed upon receipt of the First Quarter Financial Expenditure Report, and the third payment of 25 percent will be processed upon receipt of the Second Quarter Financial Expenditure Report. The final payment of 25 percent will be withheld until receipt of the final End-of-Year Financial Expenditure Report.

10. Programs and services shall be in compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1965, the California Fair Employment Practices Act, and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 30) of Division I of Title 5, California Administrative Code.

11. Programs and services shall be in compliance with Title IX (nondiscrimination on the basis of sex) of the Education Amendments of 1972.

12. Programs and services shall be in compliance with the affirmative action provisions of the Education Amendments of 1972.

13. Programs and services shall be in compliance with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.

14. Programs and services for handicapped persons shall be in compliance with the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975, Section 613 (a), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

15. Federal funds will be used to supplement and, to the extent practicable, increase the amount of state and local funds that would, in the absence of such federal funds, be made available for the uses specified and in no case supplant such state or local funds.

16. The local agency will use fiscal-control and fund-accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement of and accounting for funds paid to that agency under this program.

17. The agency shall make reports to the state agency or board as may reasonably be necessary to enable the state agency or board to perform its duties and will maintain such records and provide access to those records as the state agency or board deem necessary. Such records shall include, but not be limited to, records which fully disclose the amount and disposition by the recipient of those funds, the total cost of the activity for which the funds are used, the share of that cost provided from other sources, and such other records as will facilitate an effective audit. The recipient shall maintain such records for five years after the completion of the activities for which the funds are used.

18. Any application, evaluation, periodic program plan, or report relating to each program will be made readily available to parents and other members of the general public.


