QEIA Alternative Application Scoring Criteria
Application Questions
	1. Needs Assessment

	Provide the results of a current needs assessment conducted jointly by the district or chartering authority and the school site council, school-wide advisory group, or school support group whose members are self-selected and that conform to EC Section 52852. 



	Scoring Standard

	Pass if the applicant submits a current or updated comprehensive school needs assessment that may include the California Department of Education’s nine essential program components, or that addresses any needs beyond the nine essential program components. The assessment must, at a minimum, be developed by the school staff, school site council, administrator, and school district staff.

	

	2. Specific Activities to Improve Student Achievement

	Provide a description of the specific activities proposed in lieu of the regular program requirements to improve pupil academic achievement (which must enhance or expand the activities described in their existing action plans) and how these activities will provide a higher level of pupil academic achievement than the standard program requirements.



	Scoring Standard

	Pass if the applicant describes activities and their expected results that are directly linked to the findings of the needs assessment described in #1 above. These activities must reflect strategies for improved student academic performance that have been shown to be effective in valid scientific research on school improvement practices (see #3 below).

	

	3. Evidence of Proposal’s Scientific Basis

	Provide evidence that the proposal is based on reliable data and is based on school improvement research that meets current and confirmed standards of scientifically based practices per EC Section 44757.5(j).



	Scoring Standard 

	Pass if the applicant lists one or more supporting scientific studies that are cited from a peer reviewed journal.

	


	4. Exceeding the API Growth Target

	Explain how the school proposes to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three years of full funding and annually thereafter.



	Scoring Standard 

	Pass if the applicant fully describes how the proposed activities in question 2 above support or enhance academic improvement within the school's overall instructional program.

	

	5. Involving Stakeholders

	Explain how schools will involve district and school personnel, parents, external entities, and other stakeholders in the planning, implementation, and monitoring process.



	Scoring Standard 

	Pass if the applicant includes at a minimum, the school staff, school site council, administrator, and school district staff in the composition of the groups meeting. The applicant must also include the frequency of the meetings, and the type of involvement that each group had in the process. 

	

	6. Why the Regular Program Cannot be Implemented

	Please note: This item applies only to schools serving any grade 9 to 12 that are applying for priority funding under the alternative application process.

Explain why the regular program cannot be implemented in the school, or will result in one or more adverse impacts. Explain the school’s inability to implement class size reduction due to either: 

a.   Extraordinary issues relating to the school’s facilities
                      OR
b.   Adverse impact that the QEIA program might have on eligibility of the school district for state school facility funding.



	Scoring Standard 

	Pass if the applicant submits a narrative and supporting documentation detailing either the specific extraordinary issues related to the school's facilities or the adverse impact on school facilities funding, including, but not limited to, documentation of school facilities funding listing, physical space limitations or infrastructure inadequacies.
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