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August 29, 2014
Dear County and District Superintendents, Direct-Funded Charter Schools, and High School Principals:

2014–15 SPECIALIZED SECONDARY PROGRAMS GRANTS

The California Department of Education (CDE) is pleased to announce the availability of funds through Specialized Secondary Programs (SSP). A total of $3,392,000 is available to fund approximately 40 planning grants and 20 implementation grants for the 2014–15 fiscal year.
The Request for Applications (RFA) materials are available on the CDE Funding Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/af/. For background information about SSP, please visit the CDE SSP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/sspgen.asp.
Please consider the following guidelines when responding to the RFA:

· All comprehensive public high schools, continuation high schools, county offices of education, consortia of local educational agencies (LEAs), direct-funded charter schools, and theme-based public high schools are eligible to apply.
· Applications must demonstrate substantial promise of providing high school students with a new, innovative program that is rich in standards-based curriculum content and offers varied instructional methodologies and/or organizational structures.

· The Legislature intends for the SSP to benefit the state economy by having    SSP schools located in close proximity to related industries.
· SSP funding cannot be used to supplement an existing California Partnership Academies; Linked Learning pathways; or other existing programs, competitions, or clubs at the school. High schools that currently have these types of programs may apply for the SSP grant if the focus of the SSP is significantly different from that of the existing programs (e.g., an unrelated/different Career Technical Education Career Pathway).
· Only high schools and LEAs that received 2013–14 SSP planning grants are eligible to apply for 2014–15 implementation grants. 
If you have any questions regarding this RFA, please contact Tony Quirarte, Education Programs Consultant, High School Innovations and Initiatives Office, by phone at 
916-319-0388 or by e-mail at tquirarte@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Tom Torlakson
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