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GENERAL INFORMATION

Purpose

The California Department of Education (CDE) announces an opportunity for migrant regions/districts to apply for the Migrant Education Family Biliteracy Program (MEFBP). The CDE will fund up to ten grants for a total of up to $1,000,000. 
The purpose of the MEFBP grant is to promote site-based family biliteracy programs. Research shows that high-quality, early biliteracy programs that focus on the academic, language, social, and cross-cultural challenges of school, will better prepare at-risk migrant children for entrance into kindergarten (Castro, Espinosa, and Páez, 2011). 
Background

The latter responds to the findings of the 2007 California Migrant Education Program (MEP) Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA). According to the MEP CNA, approximately 23 percent of migrant children were significantly over age in kindergarten. The CNA also found school-based, formal preschool programs to be a promising approach to prepare at-risk children for the academic, language, social, and cross-cultural challenges of school. In addition, the California State Service Delivery Plan (SSDP) for the MEP, which is developed based on the findings of the CNA, called for an increase in the percentage of eligible migrant preschool children receiving a high-quality early education. 
The SSDP is mandated by federal law for all migrant programs, and marks an important step forward in meeting the needs of migrant students in California [Title I, Part C, Sections 1304 (b) and 1306 (a)]. 

The MEFBP places an emphasis on family biliteracy. The primary goals for the program are for preschool age-children to: 

1) Engage the migrant family into the school community by valuing the cultural and linguistic assets the family possesses
2) Integrate the family unit into the educational experience by utilizing the family’s first language to teach and model literacy strategies that families may replicate at home in the absence of the teacher 

3) Incorporate an adult/parent education component that builds awareness about the value of biliteracy and other school practices
Program Requirements

All applicants must demonstrate the likelihood of success in meeting the purpose of the MEFBP, which is to provide high-quality and intensive family biliteracy services based on scientifically-based research principles. 

Program requirements of prospective applicants shall address the following:
· Provision of services for children and families with an active Certificate of Eligibility at time of enrollment
· Provision of services for three to five year old children
· Use of highly qualified instructional staff 
· Cooperation and coordination between a variety of relevant agencies and service providers
In addition, all selected programs must promote biliteracy, in which children and their parents will be together throughout the entire instructional time. Instructors will design culturally and linguistically appropriate activities in which early childhood education and adult literacy theory come together in each other’s outcomes and draw from each other’s goals. 
Applicant Eligibility Criteria

Applicants eligible to apply for the grant are as follows:


The current MEP regions and districts willing to expand and/or start a new site-based family biliteracy program with a minimum of 20 new families.
Coordination and Partnerships
Eligible applicants must establish coordinated projects that build on high-quality existing community resources, and create partnerships with existing agencies serving children and families such as Head Start, local educational agencies that encompass adult education, and Title I programs. 
Staff Qualifications

Each applicant must ensure that staff members hired for instructional and non-instructional positions, and whose salaries are paid in whole or in part with MEP funds, possess the qualifications described herein. The hiring of highly qualified instructional staff is a priority of the Migrant Education Office (MEO). Staff needs to demonstrate competency, per local guidelines, in at least two languages spoken by the target population, (i.e. Spanish-English, Mixteco-English, Hmong-English, Punjabi-English, Mixteco-Spanish).
Scientifically-Based Reading Research

Research by Beeman & Urow (2012); Rodríguez-Valls (2014) shows that children benefit from simultaneous development of two or more languages (e.g. Spanish-English, Mixteco-English). Children must become involved with biliteracy experiences from the earliest years. The acquisition of the first language, Spanish, through daily dialogue with family and relatives reinforces the learning of a second language, English, and/or a third language. According to Byalystok (2007–12), children “learning to read in two languages that share a writing system, show accelerated progress in learning to read…” (p. 2). The more vocabulary and language skills children acquire and use in their first language, the stronger the linguistic foundation they will develop when learning a second language. 

Funding Priority

The CDE will grant priority to applicants most in need of site-based school readiness services that demonstrate the overall potential to implement a high-quality program. The CDE reserves the right to award grants only to qualified applicants. Only qualified and accepted proposals will be funded. 
Availability of Funds 

This award is contingent upon the availability of funds. If the Legislature takes action to reduce or defer the funding upon which this award is based, then this award will be amended accordingly. The MEO will allocate subgrants, not to exceed $100,000 per successful applicant, based on identified needs and the number of proposed families to be served. This is a competitive grant and awardees must meet all criteria to be considered.
Reporting Requirements 

Each grant awardee must submit two quarterly progress reports and a final written report to the CDE. The progress reports must be submitted as specified in the Proposed Grant Timelines table. The final evaluation report must be submitted within 30 days of the end of the award period. Late submission of required documentation will delay reimbursement to the grant awardee. 

The CDE will evaluate the quarterly progress reports and final evaluation report and any back-up documentation provided to ensure that all program requirements were met and all expenses were allowable and reimbursable. A progress report template will be sent for the quarterly and final reports prior to submission deadlines. The progress reports must be accompanied by the required budget forms (ME-7 and budget detail spreadsheet) detailing the budget expended to date.
The quarterly progress reports must include but are not limited to: 


· frequency of meetings and instructional days per week, and hours for children, parents, and children/parents together

· number of children and parents served to date

· staff who have participated to date
· effectiveness of the instruction measured by three variables : (1) growth of the child’s language and literacy skills in both languages; (2) growth of the parent’s levels of language and literacy skills in both languages; and (3) increase of empowerment skills of parents in terms of support and knowledge on how the PreK-12 educational system functions
· evaluation of research-based strategies and resources utilized
The final program report must include, but is not limited to, the following items:

· update on final attendance numbers for frequency of meetings and instructional days per week and hours of parent/child time
· narrative describing evaluation for all program components 
· additional supports and/or interventions offered and, if applicable, any accommodations provided
· analysis of assessment data results (Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening, Brigance) 
· analysis of attendance data

· summary, of any program adjustments made or need to make in the future
· summary of what additional support may be needed 
· short narrative reflections on how to improve the program 
· records of contacts with providers that program coordinated with, and sign-in sheets for training and orientation sessions 
The CDE anticipates that grant awardees will receive final payment within 45 days of submitting a completed and approved final report. Grant awardees must retain records of all the expenditures for a minimum of three years beyond the current federal fiscal year for the purpose of audits and compliance reviews.

Allowable and Unallowable Costs
Grant awardees must use the California Migrant Education Program Fiscal Handbook adopted June 2015 as a guideline for the use of migrant education funds. The handbook Section 7.0 pages 40−43 describes allowable and unallowable costs.
Notification of Funding Award

The CDE will send successful applicants a Grant Award Notification (GAN), CDE Form AO-400 within 30 days of the application acceptance date. The CDE will send unsuccessful applicants letters of denial, postmarked no later than 30 days after the due date.

Payment Procedures

Upon receipt of the signed GAN (AO-400), the CDE will issue a payment equal to 30 percent of the award for the designated time frame one month prior to the start date. The CDE recommends that awardees sign and return the GAN (AO-400) within ten calendar days. The CDE will issue the second payment which is 30 percent of the award after the CDE reviews and approves the first quarterly progress report. The third payment (30 percent) will be issued after the CDE reviews and approves the second quarterly progress report. The final payment will be issued after submission and approval of the final program report. 

THE APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS

Application Review Process 

The CDE will evaluate each application for expansion funds based on content, completeness, and compliance with all Request for Application requirements.
Submission of Application

The applicant must submit three hard copies; one signed original application and two copies. The application must be in Arial 12 font, double-spaced with one-inch margins at the top and bottom, and one-inch margins on both sides. 
Project Abstract (300 words)
The abstract should outline the main objectives, method of instruction, evaluation tools, and projected outcomes and outputs of the project.  

Budget 
The applicant must provide a budget justification describing the intended uses of the requested funds. The justification must provide adequate and appropriate detail that describes how the proposed budget supports the purpose and objectives of the program. 
Terms of the Subgrant
This subgrant is valid and enforceable only if the United States (U.S.) government makes sufficient funds available for Fiscal Year 2015–16 to the state for this program. In addition, this subgrant is subject to any additional restrictions, limitations, or conditions enacted by the U.S. Congress; or any statute enacted by the U.S. Congress, which may affect the provisions, terms, or funding of this subgrant in any manner. It is mutually agreed that if the U.S. Congress does not appropriate sufficient funds for the program, this subgrant shall be amended to reflect any reduction in funds.

The CDE must be permitted to audit, review, and inspect the subgrantees’ activities, books, documents, papers, and records during progress of the work and for three years following final payment. 
Retention of Records
Subgrantees must maintain accounting records and other evidence pertaining to costs incurred for five years from the date of the final payment.
Application Submittal and Mailing

Mail the original signed application and two copies to:
Salvador Arriaga, Education Programs Consultant 
California Department of Education
English Learner Support Division
Migrant Education Office
1430 N Street, Suite 2204
Sacramento, CA 95814

The due date for receipt of applications at the CDE is January 29, 2015, by 5 p.m. Also, please send your application via e-mail to Salvador Arriaga at sarriaga@cde.ca.gov and carbon copy to Celina Torres at ctorres@cde.ca.gov. Only completed application packets received by the due date will be accepted for competition. 
Proposed Grant Timeline
	Proposed Date
	Activity

	January 8, 2016
	Grant Application Issued by the CDE

	January 29, 2016
	Grant Application Due Date 

	February 5, 2016
	The CDE Announces Award Recipients 

	February 19, 2016
	Signed GAN due to the CDE 

	February 5, 2016 to September 1, 2016 
	Grant period

	April 30, 2016
	1st Progress Report Due 

	August 31, 2016
	2nd Progress Report Due

	No later than October 30, 2016
	Deadline for grantees to submit Final Report 


Assurances
Employment of Highly Qualified Instructional Staff

I/we assure that instructional staff working in the MEFBP Grant Program will meet the following qualifications as required by Section 1235(5) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.¹
Instructional Staff Requirements
Teachers/instructors must:

· Have an associate’s, bachelors, or graduate degree in a field related to early childhood, elementary, secondary, or adult education.
· Meet certification and credentialing qualifications established by the State of California for early childhood education, elementary or secondary school education, or adult education.

Instructional Paraprofessionals Requirements
Instructional paraprofessionals who are funded by the MEFBP must have a high school diploma and 12 units of college credit in early childhood education. 
Instructional paraprofessionals who are funded by any No Child Left Behind program must:

· Have a high school diploma and 60 units of college credit; or

· Have completed at least two years of study at an institution of higher education; or 
· Have obtained an associate’s or higher degree; or 
· Have demonstrated, via formal state or local assessment, knowledge of and the ability to:
1. Assist in instructing reading, writing, and mathematics; or
2. Assist in instructing reading readiness, writing readiness, and mathematics readiness, as appropriate.
SIGNATURE
(MEP Director, First Name, Last Name)




Region 
Signature 




             Date
INSTRUCTIONS
Overview of Key Purposes and Selection Process

All applications will be reviewed for completeness and the likelihood of success in meeting the purposes of the MEFBP; to provide high-quality and intensive family biliteracy services based on scientifically based research principles. The review and selection process has three major phases:
Phase 1: Screening. All applications will be screened to determine whether: (i) the application was submitted on time, (ii) one copy of the application includes an original signature, and (iii) all items to be addressed in the application have been included in the application. Applications that do not meet these criteria will be disqualified.
Phase 2: Reviewing. A scoring guide will be used by a panel to assess whether applications meet the stated criteria.

Phase 3: Final Decision. The final decision to award a grant will be based on the information provided as scored and the CDE staff’s determination that the applicant’s proposal demonstrates overall potential to implement a high-quality family biliteracy project. 

Project Scoring Criteria (100 points)
1. Abstract (up to 5 points)  
 The program abstract (300 words) should outline the main objectives, method of instruction, teaching strategies, assessments that will be used, evaluation tools, and projected outcomes and outputs of the program..
2. Project Narrative (35) 
The narrative must consist of a description of the proposed program. Applicants should briefly address the criteria described below. 
The following criteria will be used to evaluate the quality of the application and to determine the extent to which it meets the purposes of the MEFBP: 
a. Characteristics of the population to be served (up to 10 Points)
Provide a narrative that describes the characteristics of the population to be served. Please include the following: poverty levels, illiteracy, English Learner status, other high need factors, first language of students and parents, geographic location of program, program site, and expected number of children participating by age. Population to be served must include children between the ages of three to five years old, an estimate of how many families will be served (minimum is 20), and a justification of how the grant applicant determined the selected participants who are most in need would benefit from the program.
b. Narrative Description of the Proposed Project (up to 25 points)
· The narrative overview must address the elements in the Program Description Chart (see Appendix A): 
a. Number of students served

b. Location dates and time of delivery
c. Facility (include description)
d. Personnel

e. Curricula
f. Method of instruction 

g. Outcomes 

h. Outputs

· Include language of instruction.
· Describe procedures for publicizing the purposes, goals, expectations, and activities of the program to a wide audience of eligible families. 
· Explain how enrollment, attendance, and eligibility requirements for the program will be communicated to prospective participants. 
· Explain how the project will be designed to be flexible in scheduling and convenient in location to meet families’ needs.
· Describe support services that will be offered (e.g., transportation) to promote participation.

3. Family Biliteracy Education (up to 10 Points)
· Describe the research-based framework that forms the foundation of the approach to be used in implementing this component


· Describe differentiated instruction by age. 

· Include information on the strategies to be used in promoting oral language development in two languages (i.e. Spanish-English, Mixteco-English, Hmong-English, Punjabi-English, Mixteco-Spanish), social and cultural development, motor-skills development, other developmentally appropriate skills for this age group, and how parents support the growth of these categories as well as their awareness on active involvement in language acquisition and learning processes. 
· Indicate the proposed assessments to be used with the participating children to determine their developmental progress. Moreover, how the data in these assessments will be presented and analyzed with parents as a vehicle to empower and enhance the role parents have in building sustainable biliteracy both at their homes and their children’s schools. 
4. Program Facilities (up to 10 Points)
· Describe the Facilities where the services will be provided for participating adults and children. 

· All facilities must be secured and agreed upon by the grant applicant and program site. 

5. Early Childhood Education—Three to Five Years Old (10 Points)
· Describe differentiated instruction by age. 

· Include information on the strategies to be used in promoting oral language development in two languages (i.e. Spanish-English, Mixteco-English, Hmong-English, Punjabi-English, Mixteco-Spanish), social and cultural development, motor-skills development, and other developmentally appropriate skills for this age group. 
· Indicate the proposed assessment tools are both formative and summative. 

6. Adult Basic Education, Parenting, and Biliteracy (10 Points)
· Describe the program model for delivery of services to adult learners. 
· Describe the focus and content of the parenting education program. A balanced program will emphasize knowledge and skills to improve parents’ abilities to read to, and with their children, in two languages, and development of positive family relationships. 
7. Parent and Child Interactive Literacy Activities (up to 10 Points) 
· Describe the methods that will address and increase parent involvement in the growth of the child’s oral language skills in two languages.
· Describe the interactive biliteracy component of the program and indicate the time frame when parents and children will be expected to read stories to, and with, each other. 
· Explain the major skills that parents will learn to help them transmit biliteracy in the home setting.
8. Highly Qualified Instructional Personnel (up to 10 Points)
Indicate the explicit procedures the applicant will use to ensure that instructional personnel meet the following qualifications documented by the CDE Instructions: Title I School Funded Staff Report http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/co/ca13sinst1schfundstaff.asp. 
9. Budget Documents (up to 10 Points)
Applicants must provide a narrative description of the reasonableness of the budget to support the project’s proposed activities and outcomes. In determining the reasonableness of the budget, the review panel will consider the extent to which:

· The proposed expenditures reflect the project’s goals, objectives, activities, and expected outcomes that are sufficient to support the goals, objectives, activities, and performance outcomes/indicators of quality.
· The budget and budget narrative provide adequate justification and information regarding the requested amount of funds.
· The applicant makes use of currently available resources, such as facilities, classrooms for children and adults, or equipment, and coordinates with partners such as Head Start, adult education, state preschool programs, or schools and districts receiving Title I funds to secure needed resources.
· The applicant must abide by Office of Management and Budget Uniform Guidance regarding use of funds as reasonable and allowable.
10. Evaluation (up to 10 Points) 
All MEFBPs will collect pre and post-assessment data as well as formative assessment data. Projects are responsible for providing progress reports both quantitative and qualitative. The CDE, along with grant awardees, will decide on a standardized pre and post-assessment tool to be used by all participants. In addition, both the CDE and grant awardees will collaboratively develop a pre- and post-survey for parents.
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RESOURCES

Early Childhood Education and Planning

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddeceplan.asp
Child Education
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ (Child Development Division, CDE) 

http://www.naeyc.org (National Association for the Education of Young Children)

http://nccf.tc.columbia.edu (National Center for Children and Families)

http://www.preschoolcalifornia.org (Preschool California)

http://nieer.org (National Institute for Early Education Research)

http://www.pitc.org/ (Program for Infant/Toddler Care)
Adult Education
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ae/ (Adult Education, CDE)

http://www.calpro-online.org/pubs.asp (California Adult Literacy Professional Development Project, Publications and Resources)

http://www.cal.org/caela/ (Center for Adult English Language Acquisition)

http://www.ed.psu.edu/isal (Institute for the Study of Adult Literacy) 

http://www.ncsall.net/index.php?id=14 (National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy, Practice, Policy, and Research)

http://www.inea.gob.mx/ (INEA)

Family Biliteracy

http://www.latinoliteracy.com (Latino Family Literacy Project)

http://www.ed.psu.edu/educ/goodling-institute/ (The Goodling Institute) 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/ (Colorín Colorado)
Parent Education 

http://www.ed.gov/parents/earlychild/ready/healthystart/index.html (Healthy Good Start, Grow Smart Series 2002, Guidebook for Parents and Families) 

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/npen/index.html (National Parenting Education Network) 

Reading

http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/focus_beginning.html (International Reading Association, Beginning Readers)

http://www.rif.org (Reading Is Fundamental)

http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/Publications/publications.htm (National Reading Panel, Publications and Materials)

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/topic.aspx?sid=8 (What Works Clearinghouse, Beginning Reading) 

Model Lesson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5u-5lnEyhI&feature=youtu.be (A Model Lesson in Family Biliteracy)

California Department of Education

Migrant Education Program 

2015–16 Program Description Chart

When designing your regular and summer programs, structure your information following the chart below as your guideline: 

· Create one chart for your regular program and one chart for your summer program

	NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 

SERVED 
	LOCATION

DATES

TIME OF

DELIVERY 
	PERSONNEL responsible for

implementation
	CURRICULUM
	METHOD OF

INSTRUCTION
	OUTCOMES

OUTPUTS

	Provide a detailed explanation on the number of students you are serving.

Disaggregate the data by grade level.

The goal as highlighted on the application is to serve 20 families.
	Explain:

where the program is taking place (i.e., school or various placements),

when the program is taking place (i.e., two days per week, daily).

Include the total number of hours for the implementation of the program.
	Identify who is implementing the program.

Provide a brief description on personnel duties (i.e., teachers are working on…; instructional assistants are working on…).
	Outline the main components of the research-based curriculum you are utilizing in your programs.

Cite scholarly literature that supports the program.
	Describe:

WHAT-Objectives aligned with state standards.

HOW-

Methods of

Implementation. Include language of instruction (English or Spanish or other)
WHY-

Evaluation tools- Pre and Post Test; formative and summative assessments.
	Differentiate between

Outcomes (i.e., expected growth in language competency) and 
Outputs (i.e., specific data that highlights the learning occurred during the implementation of the program).


· The objective(s) is what the PROGRAM is aiming to achieve. 

· The output is what the PROGRAM actually delivers. 

· The outcome is what the STUDENTS gain from the PROGRAM’S output. 

This award is made contingent upon the receipt and the availability of federal funds. If the Legislature takes action to reduce or defer the funding upon which this award is based, then this award will be amended accordingly.
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