
County Code______
SELPA Region Code______

INFANT PROGRAM WAIVER REQUEST
Special education local plan areas (SELPA) seeking a waiver exemption from the release of Infant Program units pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 56432(g) must provide programmatic justification for the waiver below. If an exemption from the release of units is being requested, please sign the certification accordingly and return this form by March 30, 2016 to:  

Shelley Goode, Analyst
Principal Apportionment and Special Education Office

School Fiscal Services Division

California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Suite 3800

Sacramento, CA 95814

                                                                                                                                                                                          ​​​ 
WAIVER EXEMPTION OF THE RELEASE OF UNITS

Please attach additional pages as needed to provide programmatic justification to waive the release of instructional personnel service units from your Infant Program. Please refer to Lines (6)–(6d) on your 2015–16 Infant Reallocation and Growth Data Report (http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/sf/ip/) for the number of units your SELPA has scheduled for release on 
July 1, 2016. Refer to EC Section 56432(g) to determine if your SELPA can meet the waiver criteria provided on page two of this document. The sparsity waiver eligibility must be determined locally. If your SELPA indicated a sparsity status in the prior fiscal year, a “Yes” will appear on Line (1) of your Infant Reallocation and Growth Data Report.  
Your programmatic justification must include: the number of units operated in each instructional setting; the locations of programs; staffing patterns; number of infants assigned to each unit; a description of hardships that may be caused by sparse, small school districts and isolated schools, or other reasons; and why infants will not be appropriately served if the units scheduled for release are not exempted from the waiver. If you have questions regarding your programmatic justification, please contact the Special Education Consultant assigned to your county by the Special Education Division.

· I certify that no programmatic justification is provided to exempt units scheduled for release, and these units can 
be released on July 1, 2016. 

( I certify that the attached programmatic justification is complete. 
 Authorized Signature:                                                                        
Date:

Contact Person:                                                                                               
Phone:


~ FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY ~

Partial Approval(   Approved(  Denied(  Date: ________________________
SDC
RSP
DIS

	Balance of units to be released on 7/1/2016:
	
	
	

	Number of units to be exempted from release:
	
	
	

	Balance of units to be released:
	
	
	


Consultant Signature:                                                                        
Phone: __________________________   

Manager Signature:                                                                                            
Phone: __________________________
2015–16 Infant Program Waiver
Waiver Criteria
California Education Code Section 56432(g): 

“(g) Notwithstanding Sections 56211 and 56212, a special education local plan area may apply for, and the superintendent may grant, a waiver of any of the standards and criteria specified in this section if compliance would prevent the provision of a free, appropriate public education or would create undue hardship. In granting the waivers, the superintendent shall give priority to the following factors:”

“(1) Applications from special education local plan areas for waivers for a period not to exceed three years to specifically maintain or increase the level of special education services necessary to address the special education service requirements of individuals with exceptional needs residing in sparsely populated districts or attending isolated schools designated in the application.

“(A) Sparsely populated districts are school districts that meet one of the following conditions:

“(i) A school district or combination of contiguous school districts in which the total enrollment is less than 600 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, and in which one or more of the school facilities is an isolated school. 

“(ii) A school district or combination of contiguous school districts in which the total pupil density ratio is less than 15 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, per square mile and in which one or more of the school facilities is an isolated school.

“(B) Isolated schools are schools with enrollments of less than 600 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, that meet one or more of the following conditions:

“(i) The school is located more than 45 minutes average driving time over commonly used and well-traveled roads from the nearest school, including schools in adjacent special education local plan areas, with an enrollment greater than 600 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

“(ii) The school is separated, by roads that are impassable for extended periods of time due to inclement weather, from the nearest school, including schools in adjacent special education local plan areas, with an enrollment greater than 600 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

“(iii) The school is of a size and location that, when its enrollment is combined with the enrollments of the two largest schools within an average driving time of not more than 30 minutes over commonly used and well-traveled roads, including schools in adjacent special education local plan areas, the combined enrollment is less than 600 pupils, kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

“(iv) The school is the one of normal attendance for a severely disabled individual, as defined in Section 56030.5, or an individual with a low-incidence disability, as defined in Section 56026.5, who otherwise would be required to be transported more than 75 minutes, average one-way driving time over commonly used and well-traveled roads, to the nearest appropriate program.

“(2) The location of licensed children’s institutions, foster family homes, residential medical facilities, or similar facilities that serve children younger than three years of age and are within the boundaries of a local plan if 3 percent or more of the local plan’s unduplicated pupil count resides in those facilities.”

California Department of Education, March 2016
