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Purpose
The purpose of the one-year renewable waiver is to allow severely impacted multitrack 
year-round education (MTYRE) schoolsites to receive Option One funding for the Kindergarten and Grades One through Three Class Size Reduction (K-3 CSR) Program even if a lack of classroom space would otherwise prevent funding eligibility. The State Board of Education (Board) may grant a school district a one-year waiver of Education Code sections 52122(b)(2)(A) and 52123(c) at a certain schoolsite or schoolsites.

Eligibility Requirements - Education Code Section 52122.6

A school district may request a waiver if all of the following eligibility requirements are met:

1) The schoolsite(s) for which the waiver is requested is on a MTYRE schedule.
2) A minimum of 40 percent of the district’s enrollment is on a MTYRE schedule.
3) Each schoolsite for which a waiver is requested has a student density of at least 200 elementary pupils per acre.
4) The school district has either reconfigured attendance boundaries in order to implement the K-3 CSR Program, or has determined that reconfiguration is ineffective for purposes of implementing the K-3 CSR Program at the schoolsite(s) for which the waiver is requested.

Preparation of the One-Year Renewable Waiver

Three documents must be completed as part of any waiver request: the Certification of Eligibility, the Comprehensive Plan, and the Specific Waiver Request form. 
1) The Certification of Eligibility form is attached to this document and instructions for completing the form are below. (Education Code Section 52122.6)
2) Although there is no prescribed format for the Comprehensive Plan, certain information is required to be provided in the plan and is listed below. The Completed Comprehensive Plan (Education Code Section 52122.7) should be attached to the Certification of Eligibility. 
3) A Specific Waiver Request must be completed. The form and instructions are available on the California Department of Education (CDE) Web site at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/waiverforms.asp.
Submitting the Waiver Documents

The waiver documents must be submitted to the CDE Waiver Office and CDE K-3 CSR Program Office. 

The waiver documents must be submitted to the CDE Waiver Office at least two months before the requested start date of the waiver. Faxes will not be accepted. Waiver requests that are submitted will be presented to the Board at the next possible meeting.
Copies of the waiver documents must be submitted with the 2011-12 K-3 CSR Program Operations Application and postmarked no later than September 28, 2011, as directed on the Operations Application and instructions. A school district’s K-3 CSR Program Operations Application should be submitted based only on what the school district will implement without approval of the one-year renewable waiver. If the waiver is approved, the school district may need to revise its application to include any new classes and students. For the 2008-09 through 2013-14 fiscal years, the school district cannot claim funding for more than the total number of classes identified on its 2008‑09 Operations Application [Education Code Section 52124.3(b)].
Certification of Eligibility Instructions
Submit a separate Certification of Eligibility form for each school requesting a waiver.

· The full name and fourteen-digit county-district-school code of the school.

· The start and end dates of the requested waiver. Please allow at least two months between the submission and start date in order for the waiver request to be placed on the agenda for the Board. The law prohibits the Board from granting requests retroactively. This is a one-year renewable waiver, not to exceed a total of six years (i.e., five one-year renewals).

· Contact Person. Include the name, title, address, telephone and fax number, and 
e-mail address for the person in the district to contact regarding the waiver request.
· Certification. Signature of District Superintendent or designee certifying that each schoolsite for which a waiver is requested meets the eligibility criteria and that the attached Comprehensive Plan is complete and accurate and has been approved by the school district’s local governing board.

Comprehensive Plan – Required Information - Education Code Section 52122.7

Only one Comprehensive Plan is needed per school district even if the waiver is being requested for multiple schools.

1) List of school sites for which a waiver is requested and their school codes.
2) Facilities Assessment. An assessment of what will be necessary to implement CSR for the current and projected pupils at each schoolsite in grades K-3, including types of facilities to be acquired, constructed, or leased, and land to be acquired.
3) Facilities Summary. An overall summary of how the school district will meet the facilities needs for pupils attending and projected to attend the schoolsite(s), including a reasonable time frame for completion, and estimates of growth over the period of the plan.
4) Benchmarks. Annual measurable benchmarks to document the progress of completing the project within the time frame specified in the plan.
5) Total Cost. Total cost of the plan for acquiring or constructing the facilities needed, including, but not limited to, any site acquisition, relocation costs, site preparation, construction, cost of leases, and relocatable classrooms.
6) Financial Plan. Financial plan for completion of the project, including a range of realistic, feasible sources of funding for meeting the facilities needs. The means of financing the plan may include, but are not limited to, local general obligation bonds, state lease revenue bonds, certificates of participation, appropriate developer fees, and state general obligation bonds. The initial plan shall not include more than 50 percent state funding, excluding funds from state lease revenue bonds, unless a greater amount of state funding has been assured.
Continuation of the Waiver – Education Code sections 52122.7 - 52122.8

The Board has the authority to annually renew the waiver once it is granted, for a total period not to exceed six years. In order to renew the waiver, annually submit an assessment of the school district’s progress toward meeting each of the annual benchmarks in the approved plan for each impacted site and a description and review of the educational programs and configurations used in lieu of reduced class sizes at each waivered site. The Board may require a school district to revise its plan if the Board determines that elements of the plan, including the financial plan, are no longer feasible.

If the Board determines that the school district has not met the annual benchmarks in the comprehensive plan, or that the comprehensive plan is not being achieved, the renewal of the waiver shall not be granted.

CDE Contacts
For information on completing the Specific Waiver Request, please contact the CDE Waiver Office by phone at 916-319-0824.

For information regarding the Certification of Eligibility and the Comprehensive Plan, contact Fred Yeager, School Facilities Planning Division, by phone at 916-327-7148 or by e-mail at fyeager@cde.ca.gov. School districts are encouraged to contact Fred Yeager prior to submitting a waiver request.
For any other inquiries and general information regarding this program, contact 
Rebecca Lee, Fiscal Consultant, Categorical Allocations and Management Assistance Office, by phone at 916‑324-4533 or by e-mail at relee@cde.ca.gov.
K-3 Class Size Reduction Program

Certification of Eligibility for the

2011-12 Multitrack Year-Round Education Waiver
	County Name
	CDS Code

	     
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	District Name

	     

	School Name

	     

	Waiver Start Date
	Waiver End Date

	
	

	Contact

	District Contact Person
	District Contact Title

	     
	     

	Address

	     

	Telephone
	Fax Number
	E-mail Address

	     
	     
	     

	Eligibility Criteria

	As required by Education Code Section 52122.6, the following conditions apply prior to my submission of my Class Size Reduction Program Waiver request:

1. The schoolsite or schoolsites for which the waiver is requested is on a multitrack year-round educational schedule [Education Code Section 52122.6 (a)].

2. A minimum of 40 percent of the school district's enrollment is on a multitrack year-round educational schedule [Education Code Section 52122.6 (b)].

3. For each acre of the schoolsite(s) for which the school district is requesting a waiver, the schoolsite has an average of at least 200 elementary pupils enrolled in instructional programs that require regular pupil attendance at the site [Education Code Section 52122.6 (c)].

4. The district has reconfigured attendance boundaries in order to implement the Class Size Reduction Program, or has determined that reconfiguration is ineffective for purposes of implementing the Class Size Reduction Program, at the schoolsite(s) for which the waiver is requested [Education Code Section 52122.6 (d)].



	Certification

	I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information in this certification and the corresponding comprehensive plan is true and correct and is in compliance with state law and regulations of the California Department of Education and the State Board of Education. The Governing Board of the above named school district has authorized me to sign this certification on its behalf.

	
	     
	
	
	
	     
	

	
	Printed Name
	
	Signature of District Superintendent or Designee
	
	Date
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