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What is the Summer Food Service Program? 
The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is a federally-funded program that reimburses sponsors for administrative and operational costs for providing meals to children 18 years of age and younger during periods when they are out of school for fifteen (15) or more consecutive school days.

What are the benefits of the SFSP?

In California, needy children are eligible to receive at least one nutritious meal daily while attending school. When school is out, children often miss this nutritious meal. A well-balanced diet is important to a child’s growth and development. Children who do not receive proper nutrition do not concentrate or perform well when they are in school. Providing children with a nutritious meal when school is not in session helps them return to school ready to learn and succeed.

How does the SFSP affect participation in other summer activities?

Meals from the SFSP are an excellent incentive for bringing children to ongoing summer programs. The SFSP is often used in conjunction with job training programs for teenagers. The SFSP also provides employment for food service workers who usually do not work during the summer months.

Who can be an SFSP Sponsor?

Entities eligible to be an SFSP sponsor include public and private schools; Indian tribal governments; units of local, municipal, or county governments; and other public or private nonprofit agencies.
What are site types?

There are three main types of sites: Open, 
Closed-enrolled, and Camps.

· Open sites operate in low-income areas where at least 50 percent of children residing in the area are eligible for free and reduced-price school meals, based on local school or census data. The meals are served free to any child at the site on a first-come, first-serve basis.

· Closed-enrolled sites are established for a specific group of children who are enrolled in an organized activity program or who do not reside in an eligible low-income area. The site becomes eligible for SFSP if at least half of the enrolled children qualify for free and reduced-price meals. Because the site is not open to the community, meals are served only to enrolled children.

· Camps are sites that offer regularly scheduled food service along with organized activities for enrolled residential or day campers. The camp receives reimbursement only for meals served to enrolled children who qualify for free and reduced-price meals. 
How can I apply?

Contact the SFSP Summer Team by phone at 916-322-8323 or by e-mail at SFSP@cde.ca.gov. 
When is the application due date?

Applications are due 45 days before beginning meal service and no later than June 1. Applications submitted after June 1 will not be processed.
How are sponsors reimbursed?

A sponsor submits monthly claims in order to receive reimbursement. 

The SFSP reimburses sponsors for the number of eligible meals served multiplied by the current reimbursement rate regardless of the sponsor's administrative and/or operating expenses. The reimbursement rates may be found on the California Department of Education (CDE) Current Reimbursement Rates Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/rs/rates1617.asp.
Is sponsor training available?

Each year, all sponsors are required to complete the California Professional Nutrition Education and Training Center (Cal-Pro-NET) online SFSP training. 

Mandatory training topics include, but are not limited to:

· Purpose of the program 

· Site types and determining eligibility 

· Vended meal contracts 

· Menu records for the 

self-preparation sponsor 

· How reimbursement works 

· Administrative reviews 

· Nondiscrimination compliance

Where can I find guidance, manuals, and resources for the SFSP?

The most recent administrative manuals, management bulletins, and other materials needed for proper administration of the SFSP can be found in the following Web pages:

The 2016 USDA Sponsor Guides can be found on the USDA SFSP Guidance Web page at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/handbooks.

Information regarding policy changes, updates and additions for the SFSP can be viewed on the USDA SFSP Policy Web page at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/policy.
A list of CDE Nutrition Services announcements clarifying USDA policy changes, updates and additions for the SFSP can be found on the CDE Management Bulletins Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sf/mb.asp.
USDA information regarding the purchase of food items for the SFSP can be found on the USDA Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs Web page at http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/food-buying-guide-for-child-nutrition-programs.
Information and tips on innovative operational strategies for sties and sponsors participating in the SFSP can be found on the USDA SFSP Web page at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/sfsp-innovative-strategies.

How can I help feed more children in the community?

Below are links to information on how to encourage sponsor and site participation, reach out to underserved areas, promote the Summer Meal Programs to families, and partner with other Summer Meal Sponsors.

To view essential suggestions on how to promote community and family participation in the Summer Meal Programs please visit the USDA Summer Meals Outreach Toolkit Web page at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-meals-toolkit.

To view information about the California Summer Meal Coalition please visit the Institute for Local Government Web page at http://www.ca-ilg.org/california-summer-meal-coalition.
The Food, Research & Action Center (FRAC) Events Calendar has many helpful SFSP related Webinar and Conference Call opportunities on the FRAC Web page at http://frac.org/federal-foodnutrition-programs/summer-programs/summer-nutrition-programs-implementation-calendars-and-guide.
To promote the SFSP in California you can view and download the SFSP Tri-fold Brochure on the SFSP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sf/sfspinfo.asp.

You can also view the Summer Meals Family Flyer with 19 different language translations on the SFSP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sf/sfspinfo.asp.
The Summer Food Program Fact Sheet is available on the SFSP Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sf/sfspinfo.asp.


