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Dear Parents and Guardians:

We want to let you know about a new resource located on the Internet. It is called “California Direct Connect – Links to Your Future.” These new Web pages offer helpful information to parents and students who are looking for a job or who want to improve their education.

In these difficult economic times, many Californians:

· Need help to find a job 
· Need to overcome problems that prevent them from becoming fully employed

· Want to improve their education

· Want to increase their chances of getting a better job

· Want to improve their chances of starting a new career

· Want to provide a more stable life for their families.

California Direct Connect appears on the Web site of the California Department of Education (CDE): http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/dc/. It contains links that lead you to important information about education, jobs, and careers. For example:

· Under the section, “Finding a Job,” visitors can find answers to such questions as “How do I file for unemployment insurance?” They can find tips for writing résumés, preparing for job interviews, and improving one’s skills.
· Under the section, “Exploring Career Opportunities,” visitors can find: 
· Information about how to go to college

· A directory of schools where one may learn English
· Places that teach adults to learn to read
· Information about grants and scholarships

· Places where one may take the General Education Development (GED) test, in order to receive a California High School Equivalency Certificate.
· Under the section, “Overcoming Barriers to Work,” visitors can find answers to questions such as, “I am losing my home; what can I do?” or 
“I just had a baby and don’t know what to do.” You can find information about:

· Transportation to work

· Food programs for students 
· Child care 
· Citizenship 
· Help during times of disability 
· Employment for veterans

· Programs to help former prisoners return to society
California Direct Connect is written in English. We are enclosing a [TRANSLATOR TO ADD LANGUAGE HERE] translation of the Web pages for your review. 
Many of the links found at California Direct Connect lead to other Web sites that are written in English only. Some people who visit the sites may want to seek help from persons who can interpret the information.
For more information regarding this letter, you may contact [ADD INFORMATION HERE.]
Sincerely,

[ADD NAME AND TITLE]
Enclosures

 

[NOTE TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES (LEAS): As a form of assistance to LEAs, the California Department of Education (CDE) offers this translation free of charge. Because there can be variations in translation, the CDE recommends that LEAs confer with local translators to determine any need for additions or modifications, including the addition of local contact information or local data, or modifications in language to suit the needs of specific language groups in the local community. If you have comments or questions regarding the translation, please e-mail the Clearinghouse for Multilingual Documents (CMD) at cmd@cde.ca.gov.]

