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California Direct Connect--Links to Your Future

A place to create your life and match it with your goals and aspirations. 

Finding a Job

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/dc/fj/
Need help finding a job, preparing for an interview, updating your resume, filing for unemployment benefits, or want to assess your skills and abilities? Links in this section will connect you to many employment and training services.

Exploring Career Opportunities

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/dc/co/
Do you know what career path to take? It does not matter if you are over 55 or under 25; career development is a lifelong process. Links in this section help you take that first giant step in career exploration.

Educational Opportunities
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/dc/eo/
Need an upgrade in your skills? Whether you are planning to go to college, interested in a specific industry through ROP, earning your high school diploma, learning to read or speak English, the links in this section will show you the possibilities.

Overcoming Barriers to Work
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/dc/ob/
Supportive services are critical to keeping your job and having a successful career. The links in this section cover assistance on a variety of topics ranging from attorney services to food banks to services for veterans to transit links.

Finding a Job
Need help finding a job, preparing for an interview, updating your resume, filing for unemployment benefits, or want to assess your skills and abilities? Links in this section will connect you to many employment and training services. 

I want to find a job.
http://www.edd.cahwnet.gov/jobs_and_training/find_a_job.htm (Outside Source)
The California Employment Development Department Web page has resources to help you find work. 

I want to find a better job. 
http://www.californiacareers.info/ (Outside Source)
Using the resources found on the “californiacareers.info” Web site will help you develop the personal, social, educational, and career self-management skills to develop and maintain a fulfilling life/career.

There are 500 applicants; I need help making my resume stand out! 
http://www.employmentdigest.net/2008/08/how-to-make-your-resume-stand-out/ (Outside Source)
This Web page from EmploymentDigest.net provides guides and suggestions on what steps to take to improve your resume. 

I have an interview and I am scared to death! 
http://www.worksmart.ca.gov/tips_interview.html (Outside Source)
The Work Smart Web site provides a list of tips for preparing for the interview and anticipates questions that the employer might ask. 

I want to find an apprenticeship program. 
http://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp (Outside Source)
This Department of Industrial Relations Web site provides information on apprenticeship programs by county and occupation. 

I do not know what I want to do in life. 
http://www.cacareerzone.com/graphic/index.html (Outside Source) 
The California Career Zone Web page provides the assessment tools to help you know yourself better. Knowing yourself better can help you choose a satisfying job or occupation to explore.

I just lost my job, how do I file for Unemployment Insurance? 
http://www.edd.cahwnet.gov/unemployment/default.htm (Outside Source)
Unemployment Insurance is a nationwide program created to provide partial wage replacement to unemployed workers while they conduct an active search for new work.

Exploring Career Opportunities

Do you know what career path to take? It does not matter if you are over 55 or under 25; career development is a lifelong process. Links in this section help you take that first giant step in career exploration. 

I want to explore career opportunities. 
http://www.californiacareers.info/ (Outside Source)
Career development is a lifelong process of exploring, choosing, and implementing decisions about educational, work and life roles. Learn how to create a great career path at this site.

How do you pick the right career path? 
http://www.roadtripnation.com/ (Outside Source)
The Road Trip Nation Web site is a collection of interviews by college students talking with individuals about how they chose their own road in life.

Are there “green jobs” available? 
http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/article.asp?ArticleId=1208&SubId=&PageId=&Visited=true (Outside Source)
This Employment Development Department Web page lists information and resources for obtaining green jobs.

How does someone over 50 upgrade their skills? 
http://www.aging.ca.gov/ (Outside Source)
The California Department of Aging (CDA) administers programs that serve older adults, throughout the State.

How does someone under 25 find out what they want to be? 
http://www.whodouwant2b.com/ (Outside Source)
This site will help you make decisions about the right courses to take in high school and community college so that you have the opportunity to turn that passion of yours into a great job and a great future. 

I am thinking about starting my own business. 
http://www.calbusiness.ca.gov/default.asp (Outside Source)
This Web site provides a portal to a number of resources for starting, growing, financing, expanding or relocating a business in California.

Educational Opportunities

Need an upgrade in your skills? Whether you are planning to go to college, interested in a specific industry through ROP, earning your high school diploma, learning to read or speak English, the links in this section will show you the possibilities. 

I want to go to a college or university in California. 
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/ (Outside Source) 
CaliforniaColleges.edu is the official Web site for college and career planning in California. It includes links to community colleges and California’s state colleges and universities. 

I am planning to graduate from high school but need some career and industry experience.
http://www.carocp.org/ (Outside Source) 
The local Regional Occupational Program (ROCP) office prepares a diverse population, 16 years of age and older, for further education, employment and occupational changes.

I want a grant or scholarship for school. 
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/finance/how-can-i-pay-for-college.asp (Outside Source) 
Welcome to CaliforniaColleges.edu, California's free official source for college and career planning.

I want to earn a high school diploma or GED. 
http://www.otan.us/caaeproviders/index.cfm (Outside Source)
California’s Adult Schools are excellent free resources for obtaining a high school diploma or GED. Locate the closest schools by entering your zip code. 

I need to learn to speak English. 
http://www.otan.us/caaeproviders/index.cfm (Outside Source)
California’s Adult Schools are excellent free resources for learning to speak English. Locate the closest schools by entering your zip code. 

I am an adult and I cannot read - who can help me? 
http://www.otan.us/caaeproviders/index.cfm (Outside Source)
California’s Adult Schools are excellent free resources for learning to read. Locate the closest schools by entering your zip code.

Overcoming Barriers to Work

Supportive services are critical to keeping your job and having a successful career. The links in this section cover assistance on a variety of topics ranging from attorney services to food banks to services for veterans to transit links. 

I am losing my home, what can I do? 
http://www.yourhome.ca.gov/ (Outside Source)
The California's Consumer Home Mortgage Information Web site offers helpful information and links if you are considering buying a home, or if you already own a home, or have a mortgage and may be experiencing difficulty in keeping your payments current. 

I need help finding transportation to work. 
http://www.catransit.com/links/calinks.html (Outside Source)
The California Transit Links Web site provides an extensive list of transit and transfer links in the State of California. 

I am having problems putting food on the table, where do I go for help? 
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/pg55.htm (Outside Source)
The California Department of Social Services provides Web site provides a list of available food programs. 

I cannot work because child care is too expensive. 
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/cdssweb/pg54.htm (Outside Source)
This Web site from the California Department of Social Services provides cash aid and services for families and caretakers with children.

I am sick and out of work, but I cannot afford health care. 
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/Pages/default.aspx (Outside Source)
This Web site from the State Department of California Health Services provides information about MediCal, a public health insurance program that provides needed health care services.

I need an attorney, but not too expensive. 
http://www.dca.ca.gov/publications/guide/legal_index.shtml (Outside Source)
This Web site from the State Department of Consumer affairs provides information about legal aid societies that provide free legal advice, representation, and other legal services.

I want to become a citizen. 
http://www.otan.us/caaeproviders/index.cfm (Outside Source)
California’s Adult Schools are excellent free resources for finding more information about citizenship. Locate the closest schools by entering your zip code.

I have a disability - what services are available? 
http://www.edd.cahwnet.gov/jobs_and_training/services_for_people_with_disabilities.htm (Outside Source)
Assists people with disabilities to access and navigate the various available programs. 

I am getting out of prison - How do I prepare myself for the labor market? 
http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/divisions_boards/adult_programs/DEVOP.html (Outside Source)
The Division of Education, Vocations and Offender Programs, offers a variety of educational, vocational, and life skills programs.

I am leaving the military and need a job. 
http://www.edd.cahwnet.gov/jobs_and_training/services_for_veterans.htm (Outside Source)
This Web page from the Employment Development Department is an employment portal for Veterans services. There are dozens of links promoting a variety of veteran employment programs from “Hire A Vet “to “Troops for Teachers.

I just had a baby and don't know what to do. 
http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/ (Outside Source)
First 5 California’s programs are designed to meet its goal of ensuring more children are born healthy, raised in nurturing homes and ready to succeed in school. 

[NOTE TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES (LEAS): As a form of assistance to LEAs, the California Department of Education (CDE) offers this translation free of charge. Because there can be variations in translation, the CDE recommends that LEAs confer with local translators to determine any need for additions or modifications, including the addition of local contact information or local data, or modifications in language to suit the needs of specific language groups in the local community. If you have comments or questions regarding the translation, please e-mail the Clearinghouse for Multilingual Documents (CMD) at cmd@cde.ca.gov.]
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