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Background

For the past thirty years there has been a lack of pre-service training in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts for multiple subject credential candidates. The Ryan Act of 1971, which replaced the Fisher Bill in 1970, eliminated multiple subject teacher training requirements for teachers preparing to instruct in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts. It was not until 2001, that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) altered its requirements for accreditation to include some training in the teaching of visual and performing arts. The requirement did not take effect until 2004. The CTC legislation required that there be courses of instruction in visual and performing arts, but contained no provision for common training in California pre-service training institutions. Since that time, colleges and universities have required teacher-candidates to take a minimal number of visual and performing arts courses, but there has been a lack of training in providing standards-based sequential learning to students in dance, music, theatre, and/or visual arts. Teachers trained since 1970 have received limited and uneven training to be prepared to provide such instruction. 

The California Subject Matter Projects (CSMP) per California Education Code Section 99200 established The California Arts Project (TCAP). TCAP provides professional development to enhance teachers’ instructional strategies in order to improve student learning and academic performance in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts. TCAP has been instrumental in providing professional development for California teachers. In addition, TCAP has been effective in providing a common voice across arts education throughout California. TCAP has served districts and county offices since its inception; training teachers and administrators in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts education instruction. It has also provided support for the evaluation of existing arts education programs and the writing of curriculum.

Arts and Music Block Grant Summary Report

The passage of Senate Bill 77 in fiscal year (FY) 2007-08 added a condition for the receipt of funds and that condition was the submission of an Arts and Music Block Grant Summary Report due to the California Department of Education (CDE) by February 2, 2008. Due to the lack of statewide response to this reporting condition, CDE staff sent out several notifications, providing districts or local educational agencies (LEAs) various opportunities for submission of the Arts and Music Block Grant Summary Report and reiterating that this report was to be submitted to the CDE as a condition of receipt of funds. The lack of statewide data had prevented the CDE from preparing this report earlier. 
The LEAs, direct-funded charters, state special schools, and county offices of education (COE) summary reports commonly reflected appreciation to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), the Governor, and Legislature for enabling them to begin implementation of their new visual and performing arts programs and also for having funds to supplement existing programs through this grant. Many LEAs commented on their struggles to: find time in the school day for art and music instruction; find the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 compliant teachers in the rural areas; and provide support resources in rural settings. Other LEAs were extremely appreciative that this funding supplemented their existing programs that had only been kept alive through strong community and outside provider support.

LEAs reported using 11 percent of the Arts and Music Block Grant funding for professional development. LEAs and COEs used TCAP’s regional sites to develop curriculum, evaluate existing arts education programs, and train teachers and administrators in sequential standards-based instruction. LEAs also used local arts providers and organizations as the next leading source of professional development for their teachers and administrators.

The visual and performing arts have long been in need of funds to update texts, to provide more current teacher resources, repair equipment, purchase new equipment, and move into the 21st century with technology and software programs that align to, and support standards-based instruction. Overall, 44 percent of The Arts and Music Block Grant funding was utilized to purchase supplies and equipment aligned to standards-based instruction. Commonly mentioned expenditure items included:

· New musical instruments 

· New vocal music books for elementary schools
· New glazes and ceramic supplies 

· Software programs for photography

· Digital arts and animation

· Repair of kilns and of musical instruments

· Marley floors for dance

· New lights, gels, mikes, and scripts

The Arts and Music Block Grant also provided funding for hiring. Many of the larger LEAs were able to use the funds for this purpose. Smaller LEAs cited difficulty using the funding for this purpose; reporting either insufficient funds, or lack of teacher candidates. In reviewing reports submitted by the LEAs, direct-funded charters, state special schools, and COEs, 45 percent of the Arts and Music Block Grant funds were used for additional hiring of NCLB compliant teachers to instruct California students.

	Funding used for Hiring of Additional NCLB Complaint Teachers

(Expended and Proposed Funds)

	Item
	Percentage of Funds Used for Hiring Teachers

	Music Teachers
	43%

	Visual Arts Teachers
	31%

	Theatre Teachers
	14%

	Dance Teachers
	12%


The increased availability of music and visual arts teachers was made possible due to the discrete credentials teachers held in music and visual arts. Theater is taught under the English credential and dance under the physical education credential. LEAs found it difficult to secure teachers in these two areas due to credentialing and preparation requirements. However, 14 percent of funding was used for theater education and 12 percent was used for dance education in light of the difficulty in hiring teachers without strong theatre and dance educational training.

Analysis of FY 2007-08 summary reports indicates that many LEAs took time to evaluate their existing visual and performing arts programs, and to develop three, five, and eight year plans for sustainable, district-wide visual and performing arts programs across all grades. Many LEAs utilized the TCAP regional sites and their single subject teachers of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts to write district-wide sequential standards-based curriculum for elementary classrooms and secondary courses. The LEAs took careful consideration and effort to undertake these actions and are just now beginning to implement their plans. The funding from this grant has been leveraged over time to sustain this work and continue the professional development of multiple subject teachers. One-third of FY 2007-08 funding was used to facilitate this work. Two-thirds of the funding was carried forward.

The numbers of students and grades served by this grant were submitted by LEAs, direct-funded charters, state special schools, and COE programs.

	Grades
	Number of Students Served

	Kindergarten
	566,179

	1
	616,789

	2
	616,863

	3
	637,119

	4
	671,231

	5
	674,199

	6
	613,593

	7
	523,281

	8
	507,156

	High School Proficient (first year)
	711,850

	High School Advanced

(second, third and fourth years)
	1,028,196

	Total
	7,166,456


In conclusion, the 2007-08 summary report provides highlights of the uses of the Arts and Music Block Grant. They reflect an even distribution of service and in some cases, the total number of students reflects students taking more than one visual and performing arts course. Elementary schools reported that they are now able to offer visual arts instruction and music instruction, both vocal and instrumental music; or theatre, visual arts, and vocal music instruction due to this funding. The summary reports sent accolades to the SSPI, the Governor, and the Legislature for supporting arts education and they hope for continued funding.
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