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July 9, 2010
The Honorable Darrell Steinberg


The Honorable Dennis Hollingsworth
President pro Tempore



Minority Floor Leader

California State Senate



California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 205



State Capitol, Room 305
Sacramento, CA 95814



Sacramento, CA 95814
Honorable John A. Pérez



The Honorable Martin Garrick
Speaker





Minority Floor Leader

California State Assembly



California State Assembly

State Capitol, Room 219



State Capitol, Room 3104

Sacramento, CA 95814



Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Cancellation of the English Learner Acquisition and Development Pilot 
   Program, Assembly Bill 2117, Evaluation Study as a result of the Federal Title III 
   Monitoring Visit Findings and Response – June 8, 2009, to June 12, 2009
This letter is to advise the Legislature that as a result of the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) response to the use of Title III funds to support the evaluation study of the English Language Learner Acquisition and Development Pilot Program (ELLPP), the California Department of Education (CDE) has cancelled the ELLPP evaluation study contract with the state’s selected contractor, Public Works, Inc.
The effect of this cancellation is to halt the contractor from continuing its contracted evaluation study activities and thus incurring further expenditure of the Title III funds earmarked by the Legislature for the ELLPP evaluation study.
The ED recently released its response to the CDE’s explanation for its use of Title III funds to support the ELLPP evaluation study. The ED determined that since California Education Code (EC) Sections 420-421 mandates the ELLPP and its associated evaluation study constitutes a state mandate, therefore, other resources must be utilized to fund the evaluation study and its associated activities. The ED determined the use of Title III funding as a resource to fund the ELLPP evaluation study and its associated activities constitutes a “supplanting” of federal funds to perform a State mandated activity which would have occurred regardless of the existence of a Title III program.

Cancellation of the ELLPP evaluation study contract and Public Works, Inc. evaluation study activities provides assurance to the ED that the CDE shall not continue to fund the ELLPP evaluation study with Title III funds.
If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent, Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch, by phone at 916-319-0812 or by e-mail at dsigman@cde.ca.gov. 
Sincerely,

JACK O’CONNELL
JO:rf

cc: 
The Honorable Denise Ducheny, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Committee
The Honorable Bob Dutton, Vice Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Committee

The Honorable Gloria Romero, Chair, Senate Education Committee

The Honorable Robert Huff, Vice Chair, Senate Education Committee

The Honorable Christine Kehoe, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honorable Dave Cox, Vice Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honorable Bob Blumenfield, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
The Honorable Jim Nielsen, Vice Chair, Assembly Budget Committee

The Honorable Julia Brownley, Chair, Assembly Education Committee

The Honorable Brian Nestande, Vice Chair, Assembly Education Committee

Ana Matosantos, Director, Department of Finance

Paul Navarro, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor

Jeannie Oropeza, Program Budget Manager, Department of Finance

Bonnie Reiss, Education Secretary, Office of the Secretary of Education
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