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News
WIOA, AEFLA, Voc Rehab Regulations Officially Published

The U.S. Departments of Labor (DOL) and Education (ED) finally officially published the final regulations for the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act programs, including:

· WIOA Joint Rule on Unified and Combined State Plans, Performance Accountability, and One-Stops;
· WIOA Titles I and III;

· Adult Education and Family Literacy Act;

· WIOA Miscellaneous Program Changes; and

· Vocational Rehabilitation Services.

While these rules were unofficially released by ED and DOL at the end of June, the final versions have now been officially released in the Federal Register, and will become effective on September 19, 2016.

Author: SAS  

ED to Expand Financial Aid Opportunities to ‘Non-Traditional’ Programs
The U.S. Department of Education (ED) announced a new pilot program, Educational Quality through Innovation Partnerships (EQUIP), this week that will allow students to gain access to federal financial aid to participate in “non-traditional” programs, such as coding boot camps and certificate training programs.  

The EQUIP program includes eight partnerships between institutions of higher education and non-traditional providers and will enroll approximately 1,800 students in the first year.  The partnerships must develop and submit their programs to ED for approval.  The partnerships will be monitored by independent quality assurance entities that will review student outcomes and program management.  

This pilot program is intended to provide additional educational opportunities, besides a traditional four-year college degree, to low-income students.  In recent years, the Obama Administration has worked to expand financial aid opportunities, such as allowing Pell Grants to be used by high school students for certain programs, in order to ensure students can choose from a variety of options to receive additional training and education after completing high school.  

Resources:

Andrew Ujifusa, “Feds Announce Initiative to Boost Low-Income Students’ Access to Higher Ed.,” Education Week: Politics K-12, August 16, 2016. 

Author: KSC

Education Advocates Criticize FBI Program to Prevent Violent Extremism 
A number of education advocacy organizations, including the School Superintendents Association, the American Federation of Teachers, and the National Immigration Law Center, among others, recently sent a letter to Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) James Comey expressing concern over an FBI program called “Don’t Be a Puppet,” which is intended to prevent violent extremism in schools.  

The Don’t Be a Puppet initiative consists of a website to educate students and school administrators about violent extremism and provides information on the definition of violent extremism, known violent extremist groups, why individuals become involved with violent extremist organizations, how those organizations make contact, and where to find help if you believe a person has become involved with a violent extremist group.  The campaign encourages students and educators to report suspicious behavior related to violent extremism.  

A number of education organizations, however, are criticizing the program, noting that the initiative incites fear and suspicion within educational communities and may spark racial profiling and bullying, particularly for students perceived to be Muslim or Middle Eastern.  “Increased ideological policing and surveillance efforts like the Don’t Be a Puppet campaign will have a chilling effect on our schools and on immigrant communities, jeopardizing children’s sense of safety and well-being and threatening the security and sense of trust of entire communities,” the advocacy groups write.  

U.S. Secretary of Education John King was copied on the organizations’ letter, but the Department of Education (ED) declined to comment specifically on the letter since it was addressed to a different agency.  In a “Dear Colleague” letter issued earlier this year, ED took steps to encourage schools to protect Muslim and immigrant students from bullying and harassment by their peers.  

The education advocacy groups’ letter is available here. 

Resources:

Andrew Ujifusa, “FBI Program to Stop Violent Extremism in Schools Blasted by Ed. Advocacy Groups,” Education Week: Politics K-12, August 16, 2016.
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University Joins Lawsuit Challenging Administration’s Title IX Guidance
Oklahoma Wesleyan University has joined a lawsuit filed earlier this summer by a former University of Virginia student challenging the Obama Administration’s Title IX guidance regarding sexual assault on college campuses.  Oklahoma Wesleyan University is the first institution of higher education to challenge the guidance in court.  The lawsuit calls into question the standard of proof colleges are required to use when reviewing complaints of sexual violence, arguing that the standard is too low. 

Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED’s) Office for Civil Rights in 2011 directs colleges and universities to use a “preponderance of evidence” standard when reviewing cases of sexual violence in order to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which prohibits sex discrimination in any education programs receiving federal funding.  The guidance has garnered criticism over the years by some students and professors, as well as a number of Republican lawmakers.  Senator James Lankford (R-OK) has publicly blasted the guidance, arguing that it imposes new legal requirements on institutions of higher education and therefore should be subjected to a public notice and comment period.  Supporters of the guidance and ED, however, claim that the guidance merely clarifies the current law. 

Resources:

Fernanda Zamudio-Suaréz, “Oklahoma Wesleyan Joins Lawsuit Challenging Education Dept.’s Title IX Guidance,” Chronicle of Higher Education, August 15, 2016. 

Author: KSC

Trump Increasingly Focused on School Choice in Campaign

Though he has long called himself a supporter of school choice – including both private schools and public charters – Donald Trump’s Presidential platform has not gone into detail on any particular education issues.  After mentioning teacher-related policies and his support for charter schools at the Republican National Convention in July, however, the candidate has been increasingly focused on educational issues, including school choice.  He mentioned the issue during an economic policy speech in Detroit and another rally in Wilmington, NC earlier this month.  

At a speech Tuesday outside Milwaukee – reportedly tailored to gain support within the African-American community – Trump focused on school quality.  The candidate criticized the performance of schools in Milwaukee, citing data noting that the city’s schools have poor graduation rates and that 55 of its schools are rated as “fail[ing] to meet expectations.”  He criticized Democrats’ school policies, saying that Democratic mayors have “ruined the schools.”  Alluding to the support of the nation’s two major teachers’ unions for his opponent, Hillary Clinton, Trump said that she “would rather deny opportunities to millions of young African-American children" in order to prop up the "education bureaucracy." 

"On education,” he added, “it is time to have school choice, merit pay for teachers, and to end the tenure policies that hurt good teachers and reward bad teachers. We are going to put students and parents first.”  Still, the Trump campaign has not yet come out with more detailed policy positions on these issues, nor has Trump confirmed who he might appoint to be Secretary of Education.

Trump’s new campaign manager, Kellyanne Conway, notified the press that the week of August 29th will be “education week” for the candidate.  Trump could go into more detail on choice and other education issues in his platform during that week, though no additional information has been offered at this time.

Resources:
Andrew Ujifusa, “Donald Trump and School Choice: An Increasing Focus?” Education Week: Politics K-12, August 18, 2016.
Author: JCM
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