
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

Mental Health Services for Students with Disabilities
UPDATE OF INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

The original proposed text was made available for public comment for at least 45 days from February 20, 2015 through April 9, 2015, inclusive. One written comment was received during the 45-day comment period.
A public hearing was held at 9:30 a.m. on April 9, 2015, at the California Department of Education (CDE). No written or oral comments were received at the public hearing.
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE INITIAL NOTICE PERIOD OF FEBRUARY 20, 2015 THROUGH APRIL 9, 2015.
Lauren B. Giardina, Staff Counsel, Disability Rights California
Comment: “With respect to section 60010(t), the definition of special education under “Educational Definitions,” we recommend including the federal definition of special education under 20 USD (sic) 1401(29).”  

Reject: Current language in section 60010(t) references Education Code section 56031, which incorporates by reference both the relevant federal statute, 20 U.S.C. 1401(29), and the relevant implementing federal regulation, 34 C.F.R. 300.39. As such, CDE staff do not see a need to replace the current language and use the federal definition in its stead as this definition is already included under the authority from the statute referenced by Ms. Giardina.
ALTERNATIVES DETERMINATION 
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Department of Health Care Services, and the California Department of Social Services have determined that no alternative would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulations are proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed regulation or would be more cost effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provisions of law.

LOCAL MANDATE DETERMINATION 
The proposed regulations do not impose any mandate on local agencies or school districts.
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