 Title 5. EDUCATION

Division 1. California Department of Education

Chapter 11. Special Programs

Subchapter 8. High School Equivalency Certificates

Article 2. High School Equivalency Certificate – for Persons 18 

Years of Age or Older

§ 11530. Definitions.

(a) “Certificate” means a document containing the words “California High School Equivalency Certificate.”

(b) “Fee,” as referenced in Education Code section 51421(a), shall be $20.00 and shall be submitted by the examinee at the time of initial registration for a test to obtain a high school equivalency certificate.


(c) “Homeless Certification Form (issued 03/2016) ” means a form provided by the California Department of Education (CDE) that is to be completed by an authorized homeless services provider to verify that a youth is homeless as defined in Education Code section 51421.5. The Homeless Certification Form is hereby incorporated by reference.

(d) “Resident of this State” means a person who either presently lives in the State of California, or who has his domicile in California in accordance with the criteria established in Government Code section 244.


(e) “Testing accommodations” means any variation in the assessment environment or process that does not fundamentally alter what the test measures or affect the comparability of scores.


NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 51421.5 and 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420, 51421, 51421.5 and 51425, Education Code.

§ 11531. Approval of Testing Centers.

(a) A testing center may be approved by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to administer tests for purposes of Education Code section 51420 provided it has complied with all of the following:


(1) Provided the CDE with all required information indicating:


(A) Name of Institutional Chief Administrative Officer and title,


(B) Name of Chief Examiner and Alternate Examiner(s) and their titles,


(C) Name of testing facility,


(D) Contracting agency or school district,


(E) Address of the testing center.


(2) Agreed to comply with all test security requirements provided by the CDE and to maintain all required records regarding tests and testing activities.


(3) Agreed to provide each examinee with his or her test scores.


(4) Agreed to inspection by authorized representatives of the CDE.


(b) The SSPI may suspend or revoke the approval, or deny renewal of an approval, of any center for failure or refusal to maintain any one or more of the standards described in subdivision (a) of this section.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420, 51422 and 51423, Education Code.

§ 11533.  Waiver of Fees.


(a) The contractor(s) selected to administer the examination shall not collect fees from individuals who are under 25 years of age, meet all other registration requirements and are verified to be homeless by a homeless services provider as defined in Education Code section 51421.5, except for fees for additional services not related to regular test administration including, but not limited to, registration for a test administration past the regular registration deadline set by the contractor(s), request to change the testing date past the regular registration deadline set by the contractor(s), request for a transcript, or request to expedite services. The contractor(s) shall not charge fees to individuals who are verified to be homeless for any other administrative services without prior approval of the CDE. The vendor must contact the CDE and provide justification to charge any additional administrative fees to an individual eligible under this part.


(b) The fee waiver for individuals who are under age 25 and are verified to be homeless by a homeless services provider as defined in Education Code section 51421.5 shall include only fees for services related to test administration. The fee waiver shall not include fees for services or documents required to verify the need for testing accommodations, test preparation, or other services not related to test administration. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 51421.5 and 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420, 51421 and 51421.5, Education Code.

§ 11534.  Homeless Certification.

(a)  To be eligible for a fee waiver, at the time of registration for a test administration, a certified homeless youth must submit all standard required registration materials to the contractor(s), including documentation required for all testing accommodations that the individual may need and an original completed Homeless Certification Form. The contractor provides all forms required to approve a testing accommodation. 


(b) Only the Homeless Certification Form may be used to certify that the registrant is homeless. The Homeless Certification Form must include all of the following information:


(1)
The full legal name of the registrant;


(2)
The date of birth of the registrant;


(3)
The signature of the registrant affirming, under penalty of perjury, a statement that she or he is homeless and under 25 years of age;


(4)
The printed name of the homeless services provider;


(5)
The title of the homeless services provider;


(6)
The business address, phone number, and e-mail address of the homeless services provider;


(7) The signature of the homeless services provider affirming, under penalty of perjury, a statement that she or he is an authorized homeless services provider and that the registrant is homeless as defined in Education Code section 51421.5;


(8) The date that the Homeless Certification Form is completed by the homeless services provider; and 


(9) The date the Homeless Certification Form expires.


(c) The Homeless Certification Form is valid for a period of one year from the certification date and may be renewed annually until the certified homeless youth reaches 25 years of age. If the certified homeless youth reaches 25 years of age within one year from the certification date, the Homeless Certification Form will be valid only until one day before the certified homeless youth reaches 25 years of age.


(d) The homeless services provider or the provider’s agency shall retain a copy of all Homeless Certification Forms issued to certified homeless youth until each certified homeless youth reaches 28 years of age. The homeless services provider or the provider’s agency shall make copies of Homeless Certification Forms available to the CDE upon request.


(e) The contractor(s) shall retain all original Homeless Certification Forms issued to certified homeless youth until each certified homeless youth reaches 28 years of age. The contractor(s) shall make original Homeless Certification Forms available to the CDE upon request.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 51421.5 and 51426, Education Code. Reference: Section 51421.5, Education Code.
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