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	REFERENCES:  Authority: 
Education Code (EC) Section 33050-33053 (General Waiver Authority)



	

	HISTORICAL NOTES

	None.


Statutory Provision/Regulation Involved: 
Title 5, California Code of Regulations (5, CCR), Section 3945
This section requires school districts with less than $75,000 total funding available from all consolidated application sources to enter into a cooperative program.

Background:

Approximately 475 districts in California receive less than $75,000 in categorical funds, excluding carryover, administered through the Department’s Consolidated Application for Federal and State Funds.  In 1978, Section 3945 of the CCR went into effect, requiring such districts to enter into a cooperative with the primary intent of securing assistance in applying for and administering categorical programs.  A cooperative administrative agency can be established by a county office or by two or more districts establishing their own cooperative.  Participation of an LEA in a cooperative is not restricted to districts receiving less than $75,000 of consolidated programs funds.

Contracted services in a cooperative may include:

1. Budget management and expenditure reporting.
2. Consolidated Programs planning and administration.

3. Staff development and advisory committee training.

4. Preparation of plans to reduce the shortage of teachers qualified to instruct limited-English proficient students.

5. Program evaluation and improvement.

6. Preparation for coordinated compliance reviews, and resolution of outstanding compliance issues.

Guidelines/Conditions and Required Documentation:
1. The request must be submitted by November 1 preceding the fiscal year for which an LEA proposes to submit a Consolidated Application as an independent applicant. If it is submitted later than November 1, a special justification should be included, indicating why the waiver request is late.

2. The request must be justified in terms of meeting the needs of students.

3. The request must be necessary for implementing or developing a successful program, not for administrative convenience.

4. The request must be reviewed by the appropriate district and school site council/school advisory committees, and the local board of education.

5. The district must notify the current cooperative director of its intentions to leave the cooperative by January 1 of the school year preceding its submission of the Consolidated Application.

6. The district must be able to document that it is able to improve its programs for students and to administer and implement categorical program outside of a cooperative as demonstrated by a record of:

· Compliant operation of Consolidated Programs, 

· Timely and correct submissions of the Consolidated Application (and renewal of waivers).

· Satisfactory scholastic achievement for student participants of Consolidated Programs, and no sites identified as compensatory education program improvement schools.
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