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Agenda

• Smarter Balanced Assessment Overview
– Summative Assessment
– Assessment Accessibility
– Practice and Training Tests
– Interim Assessments

• Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICAs)
• Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)

– Digital Library
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A Balanced Assessment System
Summative 

assessments: 
Benchmarked to 

college and career 
readiness

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Formative resources:
Educator resources that 
support measuring 
student learning in real-
time during instruction 

Interim assessments: 
Tests used for timely 

and periodic information 
based on local 
needs/goals 3
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Smarter Balanced Timeline

Spring 2014: 
California 

administered the 
Smarter Balanced 

Field Test

Summer 
2014: 

The preview 
of the Digital 

Library  
available for 

Local 
Education 

Agency use

October 2014: 
Smarter Balanced 
achievement level 

setting (online 
and in-person 
panels) and 
articulation 

meeting

October 2014: 
Digital Library is 

operational 

January 
2015:

Smarter 
Balanced 

Interim 
Assessments 
available for 

use

Spring 2015:
Smarter 

Balanced 
Summative 

Assessments 
to be 

administered 
operationally
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Summative Assessments
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Smarter Balanced 
Summative Assessments

Assess students in grades three 
through eight and grade eleven in 
English language arts/literacy (ELA) 
and mathematics content areas. Each 
content area test will consist of:
• A computer adaptive testing (CAT) 

component
• A performance task (PT) component
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California Education Code 
Pertaining to CAASPP

• With the following exceptions, all students 
take the Smarter Balanced assessments:
– Students with disabilities who take the 

California Alternate Assessments (CAA) in 
ELA and mathematics

– English learners (ELs) who have been 
enrolled in a school in the United States less 
than 12 months (ELA only)

CAASPP = California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 7
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Computer Adaptive Tests

• Testing system selects questions 
appropriately challenging for student (i.e., 
based on student’s answer to previous 
questions).

• Most students will answer about half the 
questions correctly and half incorrectly.

8



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Computer Adaptive Tests (cont.)

• Student is not scored on the basis of the 
number of correct answers (or, percent 
correct).

• Student is scored on both the number of 
correct answers and the difficulty of the 
questions completed.
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ability

Computer Adaptive Technology for 
Summative and Interim Assessments

Faster results Turnaround in weeks compared to months

Shorter test length Fewer questions compared to fixed form tests

Increased precision Provides accurate measurements of student growth over time

Tailored to student Item difficulty based on student responses

Greater security Larger item banks mean that not all students receive the 
same questions

Mature technology GMAT, GRE, COMPASS, ACT, MAP

10



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Summative Assessments 
Resources

• California Department of Education (CDE) 
CAASPP Smarter Balanced Summative 
Assessments Web page at  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbacsummative.asp

• Summative Test Administration Manuals are 
located on the CAASPP.org Web site under the 
test administration tab at 
http://caaspp.org/administration/instructions/index.
html

• Summative Test Administration Resources are 
located on the CAASPP.org Web site under the TA 
Resources tab at http://caaspp.org/ta-
resources/index.html 11

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbacsummative.asp
http://caaspp.org/administration/instructions/index.html
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Purpose and Importance of 
Assessment Accessibility

• Accuracy and validity of test results

• Standardization and consistency of test 
administration procedures

• Equal opportunity to demonstrate learning

• New demands:
– Technological
– Cognitive

13
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California Accessibility 
Supports 2014–15
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Three Categories of 
Accessibility Resources

The three categories of accessibility 
resources are universal tools, designated 
supports, and accommodations.

1. Universal Tools:
• Available to all students based on student 

preference and selection

• May need to be turned off to meet some 
students’access needs (designated supports 
option)
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Three Categories of 
Accessibility Resources (cont.)

2. Designated Supports:
• Are available to all students who can benefit 

from them, including ELs, struggling readers, 
and students with attention issues.

• Require recommendation from an adult 
(or adults) knowledgeable about the student.

• Systematic, equitable method for identification 
recommended.
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Three Categories of 
Accessibility Resources (cont.)

3. Accommodations:
• Available to students with an individualized 

education program (IEP) or a Section 504 plan
that specifies the need for such an 
accommodation 

• Examples:
‒ Closed captioning 
‒ Braille 
‒ Calculator (non-embedded) 
‒ Scribe
‒ American Sign Language
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Examples of
Designated Supports

• Stacked translations for ELs:
– Spanish
– Mathematics items

• For EL students who have used dual 
language supports:

– Additional reading load
– Additional cognitive load
– Additional time required

18
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Examples of 
Designated Supports (cont.)

• Turn off universal tool(s)
• Masking
• Color contrast
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Guidelines for Use

• General guidelines for use of all 
accessibility features:
– Student is familiar with the support(s).

– Supports are same or similar to those used for 
instruction and classroom assessment.

– Student has multiple opportunities to practice in 
test environment.
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Universal Tools, Designated Supports 
and Accommodations

Individualized Aids
• If an IEP team or Section 504 plan identifies and designates 

a resource not identified in Matrix One, the LEA CAASPP 
coordinator or the CAASPP test site coordinator may submit 
the CAASPP Individualized Aid Request Form. 

• Information about the purpose and use of the CAASPP 
Individualized Aid Request Form and the online submission 
is available on the CAASPP Test Administration Forms Web 
page at http://caaspp.org/administration/forms/index.html.

21
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Matrix One

22
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Recommended 
Seven-Step Process

1.Designate key staff roles and 
responsibilities. 

2.Provide information to parents/guardians 
and training to all staff, as appropriate.

3. Identify students who will benefit from 
designated supports and will need 
accommodations per IEP and Section 504 
plans.

23
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Recommended 
Seven-Step Process (cont.)

4. Select the designated supports and          
accommodations for all identified students 
using the CAASPP Individual Student 
Assessment Accessibility Profile (ISAAP) tool.

5. Enter designated supports and 
accommodations into Test Operations and 
Management System (TOMS).
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Recommended 
Seven-Step Process (cont.)

6. Perform a pre-administration check of 
assigned designated supports.

7. Check the test administration interface to 
confirm student has access to assigned 
accessibility supports.
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Select Appropriate Supports

• California Individual Student Assessment 
Accessibility Tool (CA-ISAAP):
– Spreadsheet format
– Seven categories of student need
– Matches identified needs to specific 

designated supports and/or 
accommodations

– Can import directly into TOMS
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Select Appropriate 
Supports (cont.)

• What are the specific accessibility 
needs of each identified student? 
– Executive functioning: attention, cognitive 

control and processing 
– Persistent calculation disability: 

dyscalculia
– Reading-related disabilities, print 

disabilities, struggling readers
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Select Appropriate 
Supports (cont.)

– Reading access in language(s) of 
translation

– Significant motor difficulties and recent 
injury

– Visual impairments/blindness

– Hard-of-hearing/deafness

28
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CAASPP ISAAP Tool

• The ISAAP Tool has been reconfigured for 
California users and is available to 
download from CAASPP.org Web site at 
http://caaspp.org.

• Look for the CAASPP logo within the tool to
ensure you are using the correct version.

• The use of the CAASPP ISAAP tool is 
optional but is highly recommended.

29
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About the CAASPP ISAAP Tool

• The CAASPP ISAAP Tool is an Excel 
workbook with specially designed formulas. 

• The CAASPP ISAAP tool can be used to:
– select the designated supports and 

accommodations that match student access 
needs for the Smarter Balanced assessments. 

– produce the online student test settings file that 
can be uploaded to the TOMS. 
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Preparing to Use 
the CAASPP ISAAP Tool

CAASPP ISAAP Tool users should: 

1. Become familiar with the Smarter Balanced tests and the 
available designated supports and accommodations.

2. Obtain input from students and parents about students’ 
needs. 

− Provide opportunities for students to try designated supports as 
appropriate.

3. Understand the recommended uses for designated supports 
(refer to Matrix One and the Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines).

4. View this tutorial!

5. Print out CAASPP ISAAP instructions.
31
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California Individual Student Assessment 
Accessibility Profile (CAASPP-ISAAP)
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Overview
Embedded Non-Embedded

Designated Support Accommodation Designated Support Accommodation

Color Contrast American Sign Language (ELA 
listening and math items)

Bilingual Dictionary (ELA 
performance task full writes) Abacus

Masking Braille Color Contrast Alternate Response 
Options

Text-to-Speech (math and 
ELA items)

Closed Captioning (ELA 
listening items) Color Overlays Calculator

Translated Test Directions 
(math items) Streamlined Interface Magnification Multiplication Table

Translations (glossaries) 
(math items)

Text-to-speech (ELA reading 
passages) Noise Buffers Print on Demand**

Translations (stacked) (for 
math items)*

Read Aloud (math and ELA 
items)

Read Aloud (ELA reading 
passages)

Turn off any universal tools* Scribe (ELA non-writing and 
math items) Scribe

Permissive Mode Separate Setting Speech-to-Text
Print Size Translated Test Directions Individualized Aids

Translation (glossaries) 
(math items)

Special Lighting or Acoustics
Translated Test Directions 

(math items)

*Must be activated in the test delivery 
system.
**Print on demand for stimuli only can be 
activated in TOMS. If a student(s) need 
print on demand for items and/or items 
and stimuli, contact the CDE. 
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CAASPP ISAAP Instructions

1. Download the CAASPP ISAAP Tool 
from the CAASPP portal at 
http://caaspp.org.

2. Open the tool in Excel.
– Note: The CAASPP ISAAP Tool is 

accessible in Excel versions 2008 and 
above. 

34
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Implementation Cycle

student 
needs

Match 
needs to 
available 
supports

Use supports at
classroom level

Use Practice 
Tests and 

Training Tests

Evaluate 
effectiveness  

Finalize 
support 

selections

Enter 
supports 

into TOMS

Access 
Interim

ssessments

Access 
Summative

Assessments
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Student Settings in TOMS Webinar 
November 12, 2014

• Three options:
– CAASPP ISAAP export file to upload to TOMS
– Manually assign settings in TOMS
– Template option (similar to Field Test)

36
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Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines
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Accessibility Resources

• CDE CAASPP Smarter Balanced Accessibility and 
Accommodations Web page at  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/access.asp

• Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodation Guidelines are located on the 
CAASPP.org Web site under the test 
administration tab at 
http://caaspp.org/administration/instructions/index.
html

38
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Practice and Training Tests
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Practice and Training Tests

• Benefits:
– Familiarize teachers and students with 

technology interface

– Familiarize teachers and students with 
item types/formats

– Provide multiple opportunities to explore 
and practice using accessibility features
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Important Notes About 
Practice and Training Tests

• Practice Tests and Training Tests do 
not:

– Assess all of the standards that will be in the 
operational assessments.

– Predict or gauge a student’s success on the 
operational assessments.

– Produce scores.

41



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Purpose of the 
Practice Tests

• Allow students and administrators to 
become familiar with: 

– The experience of a grade-level assessment.

– A variety of grade-specific items and difficulty 
levels.

– Performance Tasks.

– The format and structure of the operational 
assessments. 42



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Practice Tests

• Grade-Level Specific Assessments
– Three through eight and eleven
– 2014 versions available

• Performance Tasks
– ELA and mathematics
– Classroom Activities 

• Scoring Guides
• Writing Rubrics

43
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About the Practice Tests

• Each Practice Test contains approximately 30 
items.

• Performance Tasks are available for ELA and 
mathematics.

• Scoring rubrics and answers are available on 
the TA Resource Web page at 
http://caaspp.org/ta-resources/index.html. 

• All universal tools, designated supports, and 
accommodations are available.

44
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Purpose of Training Tests

• Allow students and administrators to 
become familiar with:
– Test delivery system
– Interface features

• Allows students to become familiar 
with: 
– Log on process
– Testing software
– Navigational tools 45



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

About the Training Tests

• Training tests are available by grade 
bands for:
– Grades three through five
– Grades six through eight
– High School

• Each training test contains approximately
14–15 items:
– 6 ELA items
– 8–9 math items

46
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About the Training Tests (cont.)

• There are no Performance Tasks 
included in the Training Tests.

• There are no scoring rubrics or 
answer keys available.

• All universal tools, designated 
supports, and accommodations 
available.
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Practice Tests and Training Tests

Practice Test Training Test 

Purpose

Provide students with a grade 
specific testing experience similar in 
structure and format to the summative 
assessments

Provide students with an opportunity to 
quickly become familiar with the software 
and interface features. There are no
Performance Tasks (PTs). 

Grade Levels 

Each grade:
• 3–8, 11

Grade bands: 
• 3–5 
• 6–8
• High school

Number and Types 
of Items 

Approximately 30 items in ELA and 30 
items in math per grade level 
Includes 1 ELA PT and 1 math PT per 
grade level

Approximately 15 items per grade band (6 
in ELA and 8–9 in math); PTs are not 
available 

Universal Tools, 
Designated 

Supports, and 
Accommodations 

All All

Scoring
Results are not scored; however, answer 
keys and scoring rubrics are available Results are not scored 48
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Accessing the Practice and 
Training Tests

• There are two means for accessing 
the Practice and Training Tests:

1.Through the caaspp.org Web site at 
http://caaspp.org

2.Through the Test Administer (TA) 
interface and the secure browser to 
simulate the summative testing 
environment

49
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Accessing the Practice and 
Training Tests (cont.)

• TAs may create test sessions for the Practice 
Tests or Training Tests on the TA Practice and 
Training Site.

− Students may return to a Practice Test and/or 
Training Test session.
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Practice and Training Test 
User Guide
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Practice and Training 
Tests Resources

Using the Online Practice and Training Tests
archived Webcast

http://caaspp.org/rsc/videos/archived-
webcast_110514.html
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Interim Assessments
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A Balanced Assessment System
Summative: 

Tests used for end-of-
year accountability 
and evaluation

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Formative resources:
Educator resources 
that support 
measuring student 
learning in real-time 
during instruction 

Interim Assessments: 
Tests used for timely 
and periodic information 
based on local 
needs/goals 54
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Interim Assessments: Two Types

• Interim Comprehensive Assessments 
(ICAs)
– Assess the same claims and standards 

as the summative assessments.

• Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)
– Assess smaller sets of assessment 

targets.

– Address specific content areas.

– Are more flexible. 55
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Interim Assessment Items

• Same as summative items
– Assess Common Core State Standards

– Same accessibility resources

– Provide evidence to support claims in 
mathematics and ELA

• Different from summative items
– Separate, non-secure item pool 
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Grades Supported by Smarter 
Balanced Interim Assessments

• Interim assessments are available for 
grades three through eight and for high 
school; however, administration is not 
constrained by grade level: 

– The grade five ICAs/IABs, for example, can be 
administered to grades above or below grade 5.

– High school IABs, because they test content 
appropriate across grade levels, could be given 
in grades nine, ten, eleven and/or twelve.
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Eligible Grades for Interim Assessments
Student Grade Level ICAs and IABs 

for the 2014–15 School Year*

K–2 Grade 3

3 Grade 3
Grade 4 

4
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5 

5
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6

6
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7

7
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

8
Grade 7
Grade 8

High School

9 Grade 8
High School

10 Grade 8
High School

11 Grade 8
High School

12 Grade 8
High School

*The ICAs and IABs 
may be accessed 
by a student no 
more than two 
times for the 2014–
15 school year.
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IABs for ELA, Grades 3 to 5

Grades 3–5
Read Literary Texts
Read Informational Texts
Edit/Revise
Brief Writes
Listen/Interpret
Research
*Narrative Performance Task (Grades 4–5 only in 2014–15)
*Informational Performance Task
*Opinion Performance Task (Grade 3 only in 2014–15)

*Will be available in 2015–16
59
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IABs for ELA, Grades 6 to 8

Grade 6s-8
Read Literary Texts
Read Informational Texts
Edit/Revise
Brief Writes
Listen/Interpret
Research
*Narrative Performance Task
*Explanatory Performance Task
Argument Performance Task
*Will be available in 2015–16 60
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IABs for ELA, High School

High School
Read Literary Texts
Read Informational Texts
Edit/Revise
Brief Writes
Listen/Interpret
Research
*Explanatory Performance Task
Argument Performance Task
*Will be available in 2015–16
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IABs for Mathematics
Grades 3 to 5

IAB Name Grade
3 4 5

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Numbers and Operations in Base 10 * 
Fractions 

Geometry * *
Measurement and Data  * *
Mathematics Performance Task 

*Will be available in 2015–16
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IABs for Mathematics
Grades 6 to 7

IAB Name Grade
6 7

Ratio and Proportional Relationships  

Number System  

Expressions and Equations  

Geometry  *
Statistics and Probability * *
Mathematics Performance Task  

*Will be available in 2015–16
63



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

IABs for Mathematics
Grade 8

Grade 8
*Expressions & Equations I (and Proportionality)
*Expressions & Equations II
Functions
Geometry
Mathematics Performance Task

*Will be available in 2015–16 (available as a 
single Expressions & Equations Block in 2014–15)
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IABs for Mathematics 
High School

High School 
Algebra and Functions – Linear Functions
Algebra and Functions – Quadratic Functions
*Algebra and Functions – Exponential Functions
*Algebra and Functions – Polynomials Functions
*Algebra and Functions – Radicals Functions
*Algebra and Functions – Rational Functions
*Algebra and Functions – Trigonometric Functions
*Geometry – Transformations in Geometry
Geometry – Right Triangle Ratios in Geometry
*Geometry – Three-Dimensional Geometry
*Geometry – Proofs
*Geometry – Circles
*Geometry – Applications
*Interpreting Categorical and Quantitative Data 
*Probability
*Making Inferences and Justifying Conclusions 
Mathematics Performance Task 65
*Will be available in 2015–16
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Administration of ICAs 
and IABs

• Administered online (no paper-pencil 
administration)

• Same teacher registration process 
and test delivery interface as the 
summative assessment

• Fixed length test format for 2014−15
• Computer adaptive tests for 2015–16
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Interim Blocks Not Requiring 
Local Scoring in 2014–15

• ELA, all grade levels:
– Edit/Revise
– Listen/Interpret
– Research

• Mathematics, all grade levels 
– All blocks except Performance Task 

blocks
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Scoring of the Interim 
Assessments

• Most items are scored by the Smarter 
Balanced test delivery engine.

• Scoring of constructed-response items and 
performance tasks is a local responsibility.

• Reports are generated after the constructed-
response item scores and performance task 
scores are input into the system.

• Scoring is supported by rubrics and anchor 
papers.
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Scoring and Results of the Smarter 
Balanced Interim Assessments

• The ICAs and the IABs provide individual 
student results that teachers can examine 
in relation to the standards to adjust 
instruction.

– ICA: Overall scale score and
Score of “Below” “At/Near” or 
“Above” Standard for each Claim

– IAB:  Score of “Below” “At/Near” or 
“Above” Standard for each Block
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Smarter Balanced Mock-up:
Individual Interim Student Report

70



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Suggested Uses of the 

Interim Assessments
in 2014−15
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Inform Teaching and Learning

• Administer IAB(s) that align with 
current curriculum and pacing.

• Use IAB results with other sources of 
evidence to identify student strengths 
and weaknesses.

• Use ICAs or IABs to evaluate 
progress and plan adjustments to 
increase student learning.
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Authentic Experience

• Create test sessions, pause the test, 
experience the interface, experience the 
technology.

• Experience content and items reflective of 
the summative assessment.

• Use ICAs to gauge time needed for 
students to complete the summative 
assessment.
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Accessibility Supports

• Universal tools, designated supports, and 
accommodations are modifiable on the TA 
Interface for the interim assessments

− Provides an excellent opportunity to try 
out accessibility supports with students 
and actual test items

Note: Only universal tools will be modifiable 
on the TA Interface for the summative 
assessments.
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Local Scoring

• Builds content knowledge. 

• Supports collaboration.

• Provides a sense of the student’s strengths 
and weaknesses.

• Builds teacher comfort with the process of 
online scoring.

• Helps LEAs estimate the time required to 
conduct local scoring of ICAs and IABs.
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3
Interim Handscoring System

Handscore students’ 
constructed responses

Requires TOMS logon credentials:
User Name: First Name.Last Name
Password: ********* (8 characters minimum)

Data Warehouse
Receive and view student 

reports

4

User Name: LEA e-mail
Password: ****** (6 characters 
minimum)

Requires same logon 
credentials used for the 
Digital Library:
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Sample Implementation Plan for 
LEAs for 2015–16

• Become familiar with the ICAs and IABs.

• Consider the district’s available technology.

• Plan how to use the interim assessments next 
year:
– Locus of control/roles and responsibilities
– Student registration
– Accessibility supports
– Teacher log-ins and security agreements
– Scoring (training and time to score)
– Technology
– Scheduling 
– Troubleshooting
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Interim Assessments Resources

CDE CAASPP Web site:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbacinterimassess.asp

CalTAC Training
http://www.caaspp.org/training/caaspp/index.html
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Interim Assessment Resources
(cont.)

• Interim Assessment Resource Guide
• Interim Assessment Classroom 

Activities

http://www.caaspp.org/ta-resources/interim.html

79

http://www.caaspp.org/ta-resources/interim.html


TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Digital Library
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81

A Balanced Assessment System
Summative: 

Tests used for end-of-
year accountability 
and evaluation

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Formative resources:
Educator resources 
that support 
measuring student 
learning in real-time 
during instruction 

Interim Assessments: 
Tests used for timely 
and periodic information 
based on local 
needs/goals 
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Digital Library
• On-line collection of resources:

– Aligned with the intent of the Common Core State 
Standards

– Contributed by educators for educators

– Vetted against a set of quality criteria

• Supports implementation of the formative 
assessment process

• Incorporates collaboration features

• Supports professional development for all 
components of the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment System 82
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Definition of the Formative 
Assessment Process

Formative assessment is a deliberate 
process used by teachers and students 
during instruction that provides actionable 
feedback that is used to adjust ongoing 
teaching and learning strategies to improve 
students’attainment of curricular learning 
targets/goals.

It is also called “assessment for learning.”

83



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Four Attributes of the 
Formative Assessment Process

Clarify 
intended
learning

Elicit 
evidence

Act on
evidence

Interpret 
evidence
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Digital Library Resources

Assessment Literacy Modules

• Interactive Professional Learning Modules
• Resources for educators, students, and families

• Frame Formative Assessment within a Balanced Assessment System
• Articulate the Formative Assessment Process
• Highlight Formative Assessment Practices and Tools

Instructional Modules

• Interactive Professional Learning Modules
• Instructional coaching for educators 
• Instructional materials for students

• Demonstrate/support effective implementation of the formative 
assessment process

• Focus on key content and practice from the Common Core State 
Standards for Mathematics and English language arts/literacy

Education Resources

• High-quality vetted instructional resources and tools for educators
• High-quality vetted resources and tools for students and families

• Reflect and support the formative assessment process
• Reflect and support the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 

and English language arts/literacy 
• Create Professional Learning Communities
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Assessment Literacy Modules

• Interactive Professional Learning Modules
• Resources for educators, students, and  

families

• Frame Formative Assessment within a 
Balanced Assessment System

• Articulate the Formative Assessment 
Process

• Highlight Formative Assessment Practices 
and Tools
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Instructional Modules

• Interactive Professional Learning Modules
• Instructional coaching for educators 
• Instructional materials for students

• Demonstrate/support effective 
implementation of the formative
assessment process

• Focus on key content and practice from
the Common Core State Standards for   
Mathematics and ELA
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Education Resources

• High-quality vetted instructional resources  
and tools for educators

• High-quality vetted resources and tools for
students and families

• Reflect and support the formative 
assessment process

• Reflect and support the Common Core  
State Standards for Mathematics and ELA

• Create Professional Learning Communities
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Digital Library Features
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Interim Assessment Blocks 
Interactive Module
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Using Interim Assessment Blocks 

Elicit Baseline  
Evidence Using 

an Interim 
Assessment 

Block

Digital 
Library

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 

Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence

Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 

Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence

Digital 
Library Check Progress 

Using an Interim 
Assessment 

Block
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Log-in Credentials for Teachers

Each LEA must:
• Register Schools (Institutions)
• Register Teachers
• Important to complete forms Accurately
Role AssociatedEntityID Level
District Coordinator CDS Code for the District DISTRICT
DL_EndUser CDS Code for the District DISTRICT
DL_EndUser CDS Code for the School INSTITUTION
DL_EndUser CDS Code for the School INSTITUTION

• Help: CalTAC at 855-631-1510 92
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Digital Library Implementation

• Think through what the teachers might 
need.

• Provide hands-on training and support.

• Embed into existing meetings.

• Encourage collaborative exploration.

• Build the knowledge base around formative 
assessment practice.
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Criteria for Resources

• Align with Common Core State 
Standards.

• Incorporate formative assessment 
practices.

• Demonstrate high-quality instruction.

• Address learner differences.

• Is engaging and user-friendly.
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Tour of the Digital Library
Digital Library Log-in Page
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Tour of the Digital Library
Filter Example
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Tour of the Digital Library
Resource Card Example
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Tour of the Digital Library
Resource Page
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Tour of the Digital Library
Collaboration Page
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Tour of the Digital Library
Flag Page
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Digital Library
Suggested Implementation 

Activities
• Are all teachers and administrators 

registered in the Digital Library?
• Consider plans for:

– Using the Professional Learning Modules to 
deepen understanding of the formative 
assessment process.

– Providing training to staff on the value and use 
of the Digital Library.

– Providing protected time for staff to explore the 
Digital Library as collaborative/PLC teams.
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Digital Library:
Next Steps

• What are the immediate next steps  
you will complete when you return to 
your district/site?
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Digital Library Resources

CDE CAASPP Web site:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglib.as

CalTAC Digital Library 
1-855-631-1510
caltac@ets.org
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Questions?
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