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January 11, 2012
Dear County and District Superintendents and Charter School Administrators:

RECRUITING FOCUS GROUP MEMBERS FOR THE REVISION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR CALIFORNIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS, KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE

The California Department of Education (CDE) is pleased to announce that it is recruiting members for five focus groups to provide input on the revision of the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve. The English Language Development Standards will be revised to align with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, adopted by the California State Board of Education (SBE) in August 2010, and to reflect current research on English language development instruction.
The CDE will convene five focus groups across California. Each focus group will include between 10 and 15 educators, who will be selected to ensure balanced representation of regions, types of schools, and experience. California Education Code Section 44013(a) defines an educator:

“Educator” means a certificated person holding a valid California teaching credential or a valid California services credential issued by the commission who is employed by a local education agency or by a special education local planning area and who is not employed as an independent contractor or consultant.

Interested individuals are encouraged to apply. County and district superintendents and charter school administrators are invited to nominate individuals for appointment to a focus group and distribute the attached application to potential applicants. Please note that there is no stipend for service on a focus group, and no reimbursements for travel costs or substitute replacements can be provided by the CDE.
The focus group meetings will be open to the public, and comments made by both focus group members and members of the public at each meeting will be used by the CDE to inform the standards development project.
Focus group meetings are currently planned for the following dates and locations:

· February 14, 2012

California Department of Education, Sacramento
· February 16, 2012

Ventura County Office of Education, Camarillo
· February 21, 2012

Alameda County Office of Education, Hayward
· February 22, 2012

Los Angeles County Office of Education, Downey

· February 23, 2012

San Diego County Office of Education, San Diego 
Each focus group meeting will be held in the late afternoon. A more detailed agenda will be sent to participants and posted on the CDEs English Learner Resources Web page at http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp prior to each event.

To apply to be a member of a focus group, please use the online application form. The form can be downloaded from the CDEs English Learner Resources Web page at http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp. For your convenience, the application form is attached. Applications must be e-mailed to ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov and received no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, January 31, 2012.

If you have any questions regarding focus groups, please contact Erin Koepke, Education Programs Consultant, English Learner Support Division, by phone at

916-323-5467 or by e-mail at ekoepke@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Lupita Cortez Alcalá
TT:ek
Attachment
cc:
Michael Kirst, President, State Board of Education


Sue Burr, Executive Director, State Board of Education
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