
Improving Education for English Learners: Research-Based Approaches: Webinar Series
This webinar series focuses on Improving Education for English Learners: Research-Based Approaches, an accessible guide for educators to the most current research on English learners (ELs) recently published by the California Department of Education (CDE). Several chapter authors -- nationally recognized researchers or professional development providers -- will present webinars discussing their respective chapters and the implications and applications for educators and administrators. The series begins in October 2010 and runs through February 2011. These live sessions will be archived for public access.

In the initial webinar, Diane August of the Center for Applied Linguistics and Timothy Shanahan of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, will discuss the research basis for effective English literacy instruction for ELs. This includes a discussion of guidelines for teaching literacy to ELs and will provide some examples of how schools and districts are utilizing these principles to implement effective EL programs. This webinar will be presented on Wednesday, October 27, 2010, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (PST).
An informational flier about the entire series is available on the School’s Moving Up Web page at   http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/pdf/SchoolsMovingUp_ELLSeries_2010-11.pdf (Outside Source). Please share with others. Learn more about the webinar series on the School’s Moving Up Web page at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/smu/print/htdocs/smu/webinars/upcoming.htm (Outside Source). 

Presenters include:

· Diane August and Timothy Shanahan: Effective English Literacy Instruction for English Learners - October 2010 
· William Saunders and Claude Goldenberg: Research to Guide English Language Development Instruction - November 2010 

· Marguerite Ann Snow and Anne Katz: English Language Development: Foundations & Implementation in Kindergarten Through Grade 5 -  
November 2010
· Jana Echevarria and Deborah Short: Programs and Practices for Effective Sheltered Content Instruction - January 2011

· Kate Kinsella: English Language Development: Issues & Implementation at Grades Six Thru Twelve - February 2011
· Kathryn Lindholm-Leary and Fred Genesee: Alternative Educational Programs for English Learners - February 2011
Presenters will highlight key findings from research and expert practice, with implications for teachers and administrators. Webinar participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss issues with presenters and with each other. Each of these six webinars will be archived, and registrants will be notified of how to access the archive once the archive has been posted. The archive will include the PDF version of the slideshow, handouts, resources, chat window discussion, and all audio. To make the most of your archived webinar experience, please see “Make the Most of a Webinar” on the Schools Moving Up Web page at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/smu/print/htdocs/smu/webinars/most.htm
(Outside Source).
Technical assistance activities are being planned specifically to assist California local educational agencies (LEAs) identified under Title III as needing to improve services for their ELs due to not meeting one or more annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAOs) for two consecutive years (T3Y2) or four consecutive years (T3Y4). Title III Regional County Office of Education (COE) Leads, in collaboration with the Title III staff at CDE, will contact LEAs in their regions to inform them of opportunities to use information from the webinars as part of the required improvement plans. 
Pre-webinar activities may include reflective activities, facilitated discussions, and generation of questions for the presenters in advance of webinars. Handouts will be made available to engage Title III LEAs in self-assessment and reflection during the webinars. Online discussions and a threaded offline discussion to post comments, questions, and ideas about implementation are some likely post-webinar activities. 

The live webinars are free and open to the public, so refer your colleagues who are outside the Title III Year 2 or Year 4 LEA community to http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/smu/print/htdocs/smu/home.htm (Outside Source), where they may click on the particular upcoming webinar that interests them. Please also share with them the informational flier available on the School’s Moving Up Web page at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/pdf/SchoolsMovingUp_ELLSeries_2010-11.pdf (Outside Source).
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