
 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

California Department of Education June 2011 

Independent Study Operations Manual 

APPENDIX A 

Legal Citations for Independent Study 

CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION 

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 6 
California Constitution, Article IX, Section 8 

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

33031. Rules and Regulations 
35160. Authority of Governing Boards Commencing January 1, 1976  
35256. School Accountability Report Card 
44809. School Register 
44865. Qualifications for Home Teachers and Teachers in Special Classes and 

Schools; Consent to Assignment 
46100. Length of School Day 
46147. Exemption for Certain Pupils in Grade Twelve to Attend Less Than 

Minimum School Day 
46201. Apportionment per Unit of Average Daily Attendance (ADA); Formulas 
48206.3. Pupils with Temporary Disabilities (Individual Instruction; Definitions)  
48340. Legislative Intent; Proposals and Procedures (Pupil Attendance) 
48916.1. Educational Program Requirements for Expelled Students 
51225.3. Requirements for Graduation Commencing with 1988–89 School Year  
51228. Graduation Requirements; Minimum Standards; Required Curriculum; 

Pupil Demonstration of Competence 
52206. Gifted and Talented Education (GATE): Program Approaches; Minimum 

Time; Academic Component 
56026. Individuals with Exceptional Needs 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

17289. Exemption for Facilities Used for Independent Study; Requirements; 
Duration of Exemption 

46300(e). Authority for Claiming Independent Study ADA 
46300.1. Independent Studies; School District Apportionments for Certain Pupils 

Prohibited 
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46300.2.	 Independent Study ADA Apportionment of Funds; Residence 
Requirements 

46300.4. Independent Study Pupils; Eligible Coursework 
46300.6. Restrictions on Apportionment of Funds for Independent Study Program 

Pupils; Funds or Other Things of Value 
46300.7. Written Permission of Parents or Guardians of Independent Study 

Program Pupils Prior to Commencement; Requirements 
47612.5. Charter Schools: General Requirements, Including Independent Study and 

Funding for Nonclassroom-based Instruction 
51745. 	 Independent Study Authorized; Curriculum; Restrictions (Opportunity 

Education or Continuation High School, Individual with Exceptional Needs, 
Temporarily Disabled Pupil, Course Required for High School Graduation) 

51745.6. 	 Ratio of Independent Study Pupils to Certificated Employees Responsible 
for Independent Study 

51746. Services and Resources 
51747. Apportionments for Independent Study by Pupils; Board Policy 

Requirements; Written Agreement Requirements 
51747.3. Restrictions on Apportionments; Funds or Other Things of Value; 

Residency Requirements 
51747.5. Coordination, Evaluation, and Supervision of Independent Study; 

Apportionment Credit 
51748. Written Records for Apportionments 
51749. Statewide Profile of Independent Study Pupils 
51749.3. Rules and Regulations 

COUNTY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

1980. Maintenance by County Board of Education  
1981. Enrollment of Pupils 
1983. Courses of Study; Classes and Programs 

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOLS 

48663(a). Minimum School Day  
48663(d). Independent Study Prohibited 

ADULT SCHOOLS 

41976.2. Independent Study Programs; Funding  
52500. Adult Evening Classes; Admission of Minors 
52500.1. Eligibility of High School Pupils for Enrollment in Adult Education 

Programs, Courses, and Classes; Conditions 
52501. Powers of Governing Board 
52501.3. Governing Board Requirements 
52501.5. Revenue Expenditure 
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52502. Classes or School for Adults 
52503. Adult School by Resolution of Governing Board  
52504. Adult Classes Must Conform to Legal Requirements 
52505. Scheduling of Classes 
52506. Basis for Apportionment; Development of Standards  
52507. Recognition of Accomplishment 
52508. Diplomas or Certificates 
52509. Requirements for Granting Diplomas  
52510. Requirements for Eighth Grade Graduation 
52511. Inability to Maintain Instruction for Adults in a District  
52512. Maintained in Conjunction with Other Schools or Centers  
52513. Saturday Classes 
52514. No Minors in Classes at Adult State Institutions 
52515. Apportionment of State Funds for Approved Courses in Adult Schools 
52516. Establishment of Prescribed Course in Elementary Subjects 
52517. No Adult Classes If Funds from Improper Sources or If Classes Not Open 

to General Public 
52518. No Adult Classes in Dancing or Recreational Physical Education 

Supported by State School Fund 
52519. Job Market Study; Area; Scope  
52520. Review of Program; Termination 
52522. Plans for Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instructional Delivery; 

Approval by State Superintendent of Public Instruction; Expenditures; 
Rules and Regulations 

52522.2. Monitoring of School District Compliance Regarding Programs and 
Funding Requirements; Report 

52523. Adult Education as Supplement for High School Curriculum; Criteria 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS
 
Title 5. Education
 

Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 11. Special Programs
 

Subchapter 13. Independent Study
 

11700. Definitions 
11700.1. Additional Definitions Applicable to Charter Schools  
11701. District Responsibilities 
11701.5. Equitable Provision of Resources and Services 
11702. Requirement for Agreements 
11703. Records 
11704. Pupil-Teacher Ratio 
11705. High School Graduation Requirements 
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CALIFORNIA FAMILY CODE
 

6550. Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavits; Scope of Authority; Reliance on 
Affidavit 

6552. Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit Form 

CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION 

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 6 

…No school or college or any other part of the Public School System shall be, directly
or indirectly, transferred from the Public School System or placed under the jurisdiction 
of any authority other than one included within the Public School System. 

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 8 

No public money shall ever be appropriated for the support of any sectarian or 
denominational school, or any school not under the exclusive control of the officers of 
the public schools; nor shall any sectarian or denominational doctrine be taught, or 
instruction thereon be permitted, directly or indirectly, in any of the common schools of 
this State. 

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

33031. Rules and Regulations 

The board shall adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with the laws of this state 
(a) for its own government, (b) for the government of its appointees and employees, (c) 
for the government of the day and evening elementary schools, the day and evening 
secondary schools, and the technical and vocational schools of the state, and (d) for the 
government of other schools, excepting the University of California, the California State 
University, and the California Community Colleges, as may receive in whole or in part 
financial support from the state. 

The rules and regulations adopted shall be published for distribution as soon as 
practicable after adoption. 

35160. Authority of Governing Boards Commencing January 1, 1976 

On and after January 1, 1976, the governing board of any school district may initiate 
and carry on any program, activity, or may otherwise act in any manner which is not in 
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conflict with or inconsistent with, or preempted by, any law and which is not in conflict 
with the purposes for which school districts are established. 

35256.	 School Accountability Report Card 

School Accountability Report Card 
The governing board of each school district maintaining an elementary or secondary 
school shall develop and cause to be implemented for each school in the school district 
a School Accountability Report Card. 

(a) The School Accountability Report Card shall include, but is not limited to, the 
conditions listed in Section 33126. 

(b) Not less than triennially, the governing board of each school district shall compare 
the content of the School Accountability Report Card of the school district to the model 
School Accountability Report Card adopted by the state board. Variances among school 
districts shall be permitted where necessary to account for local needs. 

(c) The governing board of each school district annually shall issue a School 
Accountability Report Card for each school in the school district, publicize those reports, 
and notify parents or guardians of pupils that a hard copy will be provided upon request. 
Commencing with the 2008-09 school year, each school district shall make hard copies 
of its annually updated report card available, upon request, on or before February 1 of 
each year. 

44809.	 School Register 

(a) A state school register shall be kept by every teacher in the public elementary 
schools, except a teacher in: 

(1) A school in which the state school register of each teacher is kept on behalf of the 
teacher in a central office by an employee of the school district. 

(2) A school in which a central file of individual records of pupil enrollment, absence, 
and attendance is maintained on forms containing at least the minimum items of 
information prescribed by the State Department of Education, and whose principal 
submits periodic reports of pupil personnel data to the city or district superintendent of 
schools, or, if no superintendent is employed in the district, to the county superintendent 
of schools on forms approved by the State Department of Education. 

(b) There shall be recorded in each state school register the absence and attendance 
of each pupil enrolled in the classes taught by the teacher keeping the register or on 
whose behalf the register is kept and any additional information required by the State 
Department of Education. 

44865.	 Qualifications for Home Teachers and Teachers in Special Classes and 
Schools; Consent to Assignment 

A valid teaching credential issued by the State Board or the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, based on a bachelor's degree, student teaching, and special fitness to 
perform, shall be deemed qualifying for assignment as a teacher in the following 
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assignments, provided that the assignment of a teacher to a position for which 
qualifications are prescribed by this section shall be made only with the consent of the 
teacher: 

(a) Home teacher. 
(b) Classes organized primarily for adults. 
(c) Hospital classes. 
(d) Necessary small high schools. 
(e) Continuation schools. 
(f) Alternative schools. 
(g) Opportunity schools. 
(h) Juvenile court schools. 
(i) County community schools. 
(j) District community day schools. 
(k) Independent study. 

46100.	 Length of School Day 

The governing board of each school district shall, subject to the provisions of this 
chapter, fix the length of the schoolday for the several grades and classes of the 
schools maintained by the district. 

46147.	 Exemption for Certain Pupils in Grade Twelve to Attend Less Than 
Minimum School Day 

Notwithstanding the 180-minute minimum day requirement of Section 46144, the 
governing board of any school district may permit a 12th-grade pupil in his or her last 
semester or quarter, as the case may be, before graduation, who is enrolled in a work 
experience education program approved under the provisions of Article 7 (commencing 
with Section 51760) of Chapter 5 of Part 28 and who would complete all of the 
requirements for graduation by attending high school, except courses of physical 
education, for less than 180 minutes each day, to attend high school for less than a 
minimum day of 180 minutes, upon the written request of a parent or legal guardian or 
upon his or her own request if the pupil is 18 years of age or over. If a pupil attends 
classes for less than 180 minutes per day pursuant to this section, the number of 
minutes actually attended per day shall be rounded down to the nearest multiple of 60. 
The average daily attendance allowed for that pupil's attendance shall bear the same 
proportion to one day of attendance as the number of minutes of attendance per day 
bears to 180. 

46201.	 Apportionment per Unit of Average Daily Attendance (ADA); Formulas 

(a) In each of the 1984-85, 1985-86, and 1986-87 fiscal years, for each school district 
that certifies to the Superintendent of Public Instruction that it offers at least the amount 
of instructional time specified in this subdivision at a grade level or levels, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall determine an amount equal to twenty dollars 
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($20) per unit of current year second principal apportionment regular average daily 
attendance in kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, and forty dollars ($40) per unit 
of current year second principal apportionment regular average daily attendance in 
grades 9 to 12, inclusive. This section shall not apply to adult average daily attendance, 
the average daily attendance for pupils attending summer schools, alternative schools, 
regional occupational centers and programs, continuation high schools, or opportunity 
schools, and the attendance of pupils while participating in community college or 
independent study programs. 

(1) In the 1984-85 fiscal year, for kindergarten and each of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, 
the sum of subparagraphs (A) and (B): 

(A) The number of instructional minutes offered at that grade level in the 1982-83 
fiscal year. 

(B) One-third of the difference between the number of minutes specified for that grade 
level in paragraph (3) and the number of instructional minutes offered at that grade level 
in the 1982-83 fiscal year. 

(2) In the 1985-86 fiscal year, for kindergarten and each of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, 
the sum of subparagraphs (A) and (B): 

(A) The number of instructional minutes offered at that grade level in the 1982-83 
fiscal year. 

(B) Two-thirds of the difference between the number of minutes specified for that 
grade level in paragraph (3) and the number of instructional minutes offered at that 
grade level in the 1982-83 fiscal year. 

(3) In the 1986-87 fiscal year: 
(A) Thirty-six thousand minutes in kindergarten. 
(B) Fifty thousand four hundred minutes in grades 1 to 3, inclusive. 
(C) Fifty-four thousand minutes in grades 4 to 8, inclusive. 
(D) Sixty-four thousand eight hundred minutes in grades 9 to 12, inclusive. 
(4) In any fiscal year, each school district that receives an apportionment pursuant to 

subdivision (a) for average daily attendance in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, shall offer a 
program of instruction that allows each student to receive at least 24 course years of 
instruction, or the equivalent, during grades 9 to 12, inclusive. 

(5) For any schoolsite at which programs are operated in more than one of the grade 
levels enumerated in subparagraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (3), the school district may 
calculate a weighted average of minutes for those grade levels at that schoolsite for 
purposes of making the certification authorized by this subdivision. 

(b) (1) If any of the amounts of instructional time specified in paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (a) is a lesser number of minutes for that grade level than actually provided 
by the district in the same grade in the 1982-83 fiscal year, the 1982-83 fiscal year 
number of minutes for that grade level, adjusted to comply with Section 46111,  shall 
instead be the requirement for the purposes of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of 
subdivision (a). Commencing with the 1990-91 fiscal year, and each fiscal year through 
the 1995-96 fiscal year, any school district subject to this subdivision that does not 
maintain the number of instructional minutes for a particular grade level that the school 
district maintained for the 1982-83 fiscal year, adjusted to comply with Section 46111, 
shall not be subject to paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, of subdivision (c) if that school 
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district maintains at least the minimum number of instructional minutes for each grade 
level set forth in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) in the 1990-91 fiscal year and each 
fiscal year through the 1994-95 fiscal year or the 1995-96 fiscal year for districts whose 
instructional minutes were adjusted to comply with Section 46111, and thereafter 
returns to the number of instructional minutes maintained for each grade level in the 
1982-83 fiscal year. 

(2) The Legislature finds and declares that the school districts to which paragraph (1) 
is applicable have not offered any less instructional time than is required of all other 
school districts and therefore should not be forced to pay any penalty. 

(c) (1) For any school district that receives an apportionment pursuant to subdivision 
(a) in the 1984-85 fiscal year and that reduces the amount of instructional time offered 
below the minimum amounts specified in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) in the 1985-86 
fiscal year or any fiscal year thereafter, up to and including the 2000-01 fiscal year, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the reduction occurs by an amount 
attributable to the increase in the 1985-86 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4)  of subdivision (b) of Section 42238, 
as adjusted in the 1985-86 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter. 

(2) For each school district that receives an apportionment pursuant to subdivision (a) 
in the 1985-86 fiscal year and that reduces the amount of instructional time offered 
below the minimum amounts specified in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) in the 1986-87 
fiscal year or any fiscal year thereafter, up to and including the 2000-01 fiscal year, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the reduction occurs by an amount 
attributable to the increase in the 1986-87 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of Section 42238, 
as adjusted in the 1986-87 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter. 

(3) For each school district that receives an apportionment pursuant to subdivision (a) 
in the 1986-87 fiscal year and that reduces the amount of instructional time offered 
below the minimum amounts specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) in the 1987-88 
fiscal year or any fiscal year thereafter, up to and including the 2000-01 fiscal year, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the reduction occurs by an amount 
attributable to the increase in the 1987-88 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of 
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of Section 42238, 
as adjusted in the 1987-88 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter. 

(d) For each school district that receives an apportionment pursuant to subdivision (a) 
in the 1986-87 fiscal year and that reduces the amount of instructional time offered 
below the minimum amounts specified in either paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) or 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b), whichever is applicable, in the 2001-02 fiscal year, or 
any fiscal year thereafter, the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall withhold from 
the district' s revenue limit apportionment for the average daily attendance of each 
affected grade level, the sum of that apportionment multiplied by the percentage of the 
minimum offered minutes at that grade level that the district failed to offer. 
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Pupils with Temporary Disabilities (Individual Instruction; Definitions) 

(a) Except for those pupils receiving individual instruction provided pursuant to 
Section 48206.5, a pupil with a temporary disability which makes attendance in the 
regular day classes or alternative education program in which the pupil is enrolled 
impossible or inadvisable shall receive individual instruction provided by the district in 
which the pupil is deemed to reside. 

(b) For purposes of this section and Sections 48206.5, 48207, and 48208, the 
following terms have the following meanings: 

(1) "Individual instruction" means instruction provided to an individual pupil in the 
pupil's home, in a hospital or other residential health facility, excluding state hospitals, or 
under other circumstances prescribed by regulations adopted for that purpose by the 
State Board of Education. 

(2) "Temporary disability" means a physical, mental, or emotional disability incurred 
while a pupil is enrolled in regular day classes or an alternative education program, and 
after which the pupil can reasonably be expected to return to regular day classes or the 
alternative education program without special intervention. A temporary disability shall 
not include a disability for which a pupil is identified as an individual with exceptional 
needs pursuant to Section 56026. 

(c) (1) For purposes of computing average daily attendance pursuant to Section 
42238.5, each clock hour of teaching time devoted to individual instruction shall count 
as one day of attendance. 

(2) No pupil shall be credited with more than five days of attendance per calendar 
week, or more than the total number of calendar days that regular classes are 
maintained by the district in any fiscal year. 

(d) Notice of the availability of individualized instruction shall be given pursuant to 
Section 48980. 

48340. Legislative Intent; Proposals and Procedures (Pupil Attendance) 

In enacting this article it is the intent of the Legislature to encourage school districts and 
county offices of education maintaining any classes in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, 
inclusive, to adopt pupil attendance policies based on the active involvement of parents, 
pupils, teachers, administrators, other personnel, and community members which 
include proposals and procedures for the following: 

(a) Notifying parents of pupil absences, including notification of parents on the day of 
each absence. 

(b) Increasing parent and pupil awareness of the importance of regular pupil 
attendance. 

(c) Auditing and accountability of pupil attendance. 
(d) Staff development for certificated and classified personnel. 
(e) Alternative learning programs designed to respond to the different ways pupils 

learn, such as independent study. 
(f) Joint efforts between law enforcement and schools, such as school level 

attendance review teams and periodic efforts to return truant pupils to school. 
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Educational Program Requirements for Expelled Students 

(a) At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the school 
district shall ensure that an educational program is provided to the pupil who is subject 
to the expulsion order for the period of the expulsion. Except for pupils expelled 
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48915, the governing board of a school district is 
required to implement the provisions of this section only to the extent funds are 
appropriated for this purpose in the annual Budget Act or other legislation, or both. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any educational program provided 
pursuant to subdivision (a) may be operated by the school district, the county 
superintendent of schools, or a consortium of districts or in joint agreement with the 
county superintendent of schools. 

(c) Any educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) may not be situated 
within or on the grounds of the school from which the pupil was expelled. 

(d) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order was expelled from any of 
kindergarten or grades 1 to 6, inclusive, the educational program provided pursuant to 
subdivision (b) may not be combined or merged with educational programs offered to 
pupils in any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive. The district or county program is the only 
program required to be provided to expelled pupils as determined by the governing 
board of the school district. This subdivision, as it relates to the separation of pupils by 
grade levels, does not apply to community day schools offering instruction in any of 
kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, and established in accordance with Section 
48660. 

(e) (1) Each school district shall maintain the following data: 
(A) The number of pupils recommended for expulsion. 
(B) The grounds for each recommended expulsion. 
(C) Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled. 
(D) Whether the expulsion order was suspended. 
(E) The type of referral made after the expulsion. 
(F) The disposition of the pupil after the end of the period of expulsion. 
(2) The Superintendent may require a school district to report this data as part of the 

coordinated compliance review. If a school district does not report outcome data as 
required by this subdivision, the Superintendent may not apportion any further money to 
the school district pursuant to Section 48664 until the school district is in compliance 
with this subdivision. Before withholding the apportionment of funds to a school district 
pursuant to this subdivision, the Superintendent shall give written notice to the 
governing board of the school district that the school district has failed to report the data 
required by paragraph (1) and that the school district has 30 calendar days from the 
date of the written notice of noncompliance to report the requested data and thereby 
avoid the withholding of the apportionment of funds. 

(f) If the county superintendent of schools is unable for any reason to serve the 
expelled pupils of a school district within the county, the governing board of that school 
district may enter into an agreement with a county superintendent of schools in another 
county to provide education services for the district's expelled pupils. 
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Requirements for Graduation Commencing with 1988–89 School Year 

(a) A pupil shall complete all of the following while in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, in order 
to receive a diploma of graduation from high school: 

(1) At least the following numbers of courses in the subjects specified, each course 
having a duration of one year, unless otherwise specified: 

(A) Three courses in English. 
(B) Two courses in mathematics. 
(C) Two courses in science, including biological and physical sciences. 
(D) Three courses in social studies, including United States history and geography; 

world history, culture, and geography; a one-semester course in American government 
and civics; and a one-semester course in economics. 

(E) One course in visual or performing arts or foreign language. For the purposes of 
satisfying the requirement specified in this subparagraph, a course in American Sign 
Language shall be deemed a course in foreign language. 

(F) Two courses in physical education, unless the pupil has been exempted pursuant 
to the provisions of this code. 

(2) Other coursework requirements adopted by the governing board of the school 
district. 

(b) The governing board, with the active involvement of parents, administrators, 
teachers, and pupils, shall adopt alternative means for pupils to complete the prescribed 
course of study that may include practical demonstration of skills and competencies, 
supervised work experience or other outside school experience, career technical 
education classes offered in high schools, courses offered by regional occupational 
centers or programs, interdisciplinary study, independent study, and credit earned at a 
postsecondary institution. Requirements for graduation and specified alternative modes 
for completing the prescribed course of study shall be made available to pupils, parents, 
and the public. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a school district shall exempt a pupil in 
foster care from all coursework and other requirements adopted by the governing board 
of the district that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements specified in 
this section if the pupil, while he or she is in grade 11 or 12, transfers into the district 
from another school district or between high schools within the district, unless the 
district makes a finding that the pupil is reasonably able to complete the additional 
requirements in time to graduate from high school while he or she remains eligible for 
foster care benefits pursuant to state law. A school district shall notify a pupil in foster 
care who is granted an exemption pursuant to this subdivision, and, as appropriate, the 
person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil, if any of the 
requirements that are waived will affect the pupil's ability to gain admission to a 
postsecondary educational institution and shall provide information about transfer 
opportunities available through the California Community Colleges. 
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51228.	 Graduation Requirements; Minimum Standards; Required Curriculum; 
Pupil Demonstration of Competence 

(a) Each school district maintaining any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, shall offer to all 
otherwise qualified pupils in those grades a course of study fulfilling the requirements 
and prerequisites for admission to the California public institutions of postsecondary 
education and shall provide a timely opportunity to each of those pupils to enroll within a 
four-year period in each course necessary to fulfill those requirements and prerequisites 
prior to graduation from high school. 

(b) Each school district maintaining any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, shall offer to all 
otherwise qualified pupils in those grades a course of study that provides an opportunity 
for those pupils to attain entry-level employment skills in business or industry upon 
graduation from high school. Districts are encouraged to provide all pupils with a 
rigorous academic curriculum that integrates academic and career skills, incorporates 
applied learning in all disciplines, and prepares all pupils for high school graduation and 
career entry. 

(c) A school district that adopts a required curriculum that meets or exceeds the model 
standards developed and adopted by the state board pursuant to Section 51226 shall be 
deemed to have fulfilled its responsibilities pursuant to subdivision (b). 

(d) A school district that adopts a required curriculum pursuant to subdivision (c) that 
meets or exceeds the model standards developed by the state board pursuant to 
Section 51226, or that adopts alternative means for pupils to complete the prescribed 
course of study pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 51225.3, may substitute pupil 
demonstration of competence in the prescribed subjects through a practical 
demonstration of these skills in a regional occupational center or program, work 
experience, interdisciplinary study, independent study, credit earned at a 
postsecondary institution, or other outside school experience, as prescribed by Section 
51225.3. 

52206.	 Gifted and Talented Education (GATE): Program Approaches; Minimum 
Time; Academic Component 

(a) The governing boards of school districts that elect to provide programs pursuant to 
this chapter may establish programs for gifted and talented pupils consisting of special 
day classes, part-time groupings, and cluster groupings, consistent with the regulations 
of the State Board of Education. These programs shall be planned and organized as an 
integrated, differentiated learning experience within the regular school day, and may be 
augmented or supplemented with other differentiated activities related to the core 
curriculum using such strategies as independent study, acceleration, postsecondary 
education, and enrichment. 

(b) Each participating governing board shall determine the most appropriate curricular 
components for participating pupils within its district. 

(c) For all programs for gifted and talented pupils, including programs for pupils with 
high creative capabilities and talents in the performing and visual arts, each participating 
governing board shall concentrate part of its curriculum on providing participating pupils 
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with an academic component and, where appropriate, with instruction in basic skills. 

56026. Individuals with Exceptional Needs 

“Individuals with exceptional needs” means those persons who satisfy all the following: 
(a) Identified by an individualized education program team as a child with a disability, 

as that phrase is defined in Section 1401(3) (A) of Title 20 of the United States Code. 
(b) Their impairment, as described by subdivision (a), requires instruction and 

services which cannot be provided with modification of the regular school program in 
order to ensure that the individual is provided a free appropriate public education 
pursuant to Section 1401(9) of Title 20 of the United States Code. 

(c) Come within one of the following age categories: 
(1) Younger than three years of age and identified by the local educational agency as 

requiring intensive special education and services, as defined by the board. 
(2) Between the ages of three to five years, inclusive, and identified by the local 

educational agency pursuant to Section 56441.11. 
(3) Between the ages of five and 18 years, inclusive. 
(4) Between the ages of 19 and 21 years, inclusive; enrolled in or eligible for a 

program under this part or other special education program prior to his or her 19th 
birthday; and has not yet completed his or her prescribed course of study or who has 
not met proficiency standards or has not graduated from high school with a regular high 
school diploma. 

(A) Any person who becomes 22 years of age during the months of January to June, 
inclusive, while participating in a program under this part may continue his or her 
participation in the program for the remainder of the current fiscal year, including any 
extended school year program for individuals with exceptional needs established 
pursuant to Section 3043 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations and Section 
300.106 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(B) Any person otherwise eligible to participate in a program under this part shall not 
be allowed to begin a new fiscal year in a program if he or she becomes 22 years of age 
in July, August, or September of that new fiscal year. However, if a person is in a year- 
round school program and is completing his or her individualized education program in  
a term that extends into the new fiscal year, then the person may complete that term. 

(C) Any person who becomes 22 years of age during the months of October, 
November, or December while participating in a program under this act shall be 
terminated from the program on December 31 of the current fiscal year, unless the 
person would otherwise complete his or her individualized education program at the end 
of the current fiscal year. 

(D) No local educational agency may develop an individualized education program 
that extends these eligibility dates, and in no event may a pupil be required or allowed 
to attend school under the provisions of this part beyond these eligibility dates solely on 
the basis that the individual has not met his or her goals or objectives. 

(d) Meet eligibility criteria set forth in regulations adopted by the board, including, but 
not limited to, those adopted pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 56333) 
of Chapter 4. 
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(e) Unless disabled within the meaning of subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, pupils 
whose educational needs are due primarily to limited English proficiency; a lack of 

instruction in reading or mathematics; temporary physical disabilities; social 
maladjustment; or environmental, cultural, or economic factors are not individuals with 
exceptional needs. 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

17289.	 Exemption for Facilities Used for Independent Study; Requirements; 
Duration of Exemption 

In order to provide alternative, community-based educational opportunities through 
independent study, any school district or county office of education may request an 
exemption from the State Allocation Board for a building or structure, or portion of a 
building or structure, from the definition of "school buildings" within the meaning of 
Section 17283. The exemptions may be granted for no longer than two years and 
exemptions are renewable. An exemption may only be granted if the school district or 
county office of education demonstrates to the satisfaction of the State Allocation Board 
all of the following: 

(a) The building or structure, or portion of building or structure, satisfies all of the 
following: 

(1) It is not located on a regular schoolsite. 
(2) It complies with all applicable local building standards and all relevant local health 

and safety standards in the community in which it is located. 
(3) It is used for independent study. 
(4) It serves fewer than 25 pupils enrolled in kindergarten or any of the grades 1 to 12, 

inclusive, at any one time in the building or structure, or in a portion of a building or 
structure where the remainder of the building or structure is not used for instructional 
purposes. 

(b) The use of the building or structure is critical to providing an effective alternative, 
community-based program. 

(c) The use of other buildings or structures that would meet seismic safety standards 
for school facilities is not practical. 

46300(e). Authority for Claiming Independent Study ADA 

(e) (1) In computing the average daily attendance of a school district, there shall also be 
included the attendance of pupils participating in independent study conducted 
pursuant to Article 5.5 (commencing with Section 51745) of Chapter 5 of Part 28 for five 
or more consecutive schooldays. 
(2) A pupil participating in independent study shall not be credited with more than one 
day of attendance per calendar day. 
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Independent Studies; School District Apportionments for Certain Pupils 
Prohibited 

Commencing July 1, 1993, no school district may receive school district apportionments 
pursuant to Section 42238 for independent study by pupils 21 years of age or older or 
by pupils 19 years of age or older who have not been continuously enrolled in 
kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since their 18th birthday.

Independent Study ADA Apportionment of Funds; Residence 
Requirements 

The State Department of Education shall apportion funds for community school and 
independent study average daily attendance only for average daily attendance 
claimed by school districts and county superintendents of schools for pupils who 
officially reside in the county in which the apportionment claim is reported, or who 
officially reside in a county immediately adjacent to the county in which the 
apportionment claim is reported. 

46300.4. Independent Study Pupils; Eligible Coursework 

If a pupil 21 years of age or older, or a pupil 19 years of age or older, has not been 
continuously enrolled in kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since his or her 
18th birthday, any attendance credit for coursework he or she is pursuing through 
independent study shall be eligible for apportionment only if it is one or more of the 
types of courses set forth in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 51225.3 or any 
course required by the governing board as a prerequisite to receiving a diploma of high 
school graduation. 

This section shall become operative on July 1, 1990. 

Restrictions on Apportionment of Funds for Independent Study Program 
Pupils; Funds or Other Things of Value 

The State Department of Education shall not apportion funds to a local education 
agency for a pupil in the independent study program if that agency has provided any 
funds or other things of value to the pupil or his or her parent or guardian that the 
agency does not provide to pupils who attend regular classes or to their parents or 
guardians. 

Written Permission of Parents or Guardians of Independent Study 
Program Pupils Prior to Commencement; Requirements 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no school district or county office of 
education shall receive apportionments for any pupil in independent study unless that 
entity receives written permission from the parent or guardian of the pupil prior to the 

California Department of Education 
Independent Study Operations Manual 
Revised June 2011 A-15 



 

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

commencement of independent study by that pupil. The written permission shall 
specify the actual dates of participation, the methods of study and evaluation, and the 
resources to be made available for the independent study program for the pupil. 

Charter Schools: General Requirements, Including Independent Study and 
Funding for Nonclassroom-based Instruction 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and as a condition of apportionment, a 
charter school shall do all of the following: 

(1) For each fiscal year, offer, at a minimum, the following number of minutes of 
instruction: 

(A) To pupils in kindergarten, 36,000 minutes. 
(B) To pupils in grades 1 to 3, inclusive, 50,400 minutes. 
(C) To pupils in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, 54,000 minutes. 
(D) To pupils in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, 64,800 minutes. 
(2) Maintain written contemporaneous records that document all pupil attendance and 

make these records available for audit and inspection. 
(3) Certify that its pupils have participated in the state testing programs specified in 

Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 60600) of Part 33 in the same manner as other 
pupils attending public schools as a condition of apportionment of state funding. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and except to the extent inconsistent 
with this section and Section 47634.2, a charter school that provides independent 
study shall comply with Article 5.5 (commencing with Section 51745) of Chapter 5 of 
Part 28 and implementing regulations adopted thereunder. The State Board of 
Education shall adopt regulations that apply this article to charter schools. To the extent 
that these regulations concern the qualifications of instructional personnel, the State 
Board of Education shall be guided by subdivision (l) of Section 47605. 

(c) A reduction in apportionment made pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be 
proportional to the magnitude of the exception that causes the reduction. For purposes 
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), for each charter school that fails to offer pupils the 
minimum number of minutes of instruction specified in that paragraph, the 
Superintendent shall withhold from the charter school's apportionment or average daily 
attendance of the affected pupils, by grade level, the sum of that apportionment 
multiplied by the percentage of the minimum number of minutes of instruction at each 
grade level that the charter school failed to offer. 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and except as provided in 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (e), a charter school that has an approved charter may 
receive funding for nonclassroom-based instruction only if a determination for funding is 
made pursuant to Section 47634.2 by the State Board of Education. The determination 
for funding shall be subject to any conditions or limitations the State Board of Education 
may prescribe. The State Board of Education shall adopt regulations on or before 
February 1, 2002, that define and establish general rules governing nonclassroom- 
based instruction that apply to all charter schools and to the process for determining 
funding of nonclassroom-based instruction by charter schools offering nonclassroom-
based instruction other than the nonclassroom-based instruction allowed by paragraph 

California Department of Education 
Independent Study Operations Manual 
Revised June 2011 A-16 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(1) of subdivision (e). Nonclassroom-based instruction includes, but is not limited to, 
independent study, home study, work study, and distance and computer-based 
education. In prescribing any conditions or limitations relating to the qualifications of 
instructional personnel, the State Board of Education shall be guided by subdivision (l) 
of Section 47605. 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 47634.2, a 
charter school that receives a determination pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
47634.2 is not required to reapply annually for a funding determination of its 
nonclassroom-based instruction program if an update of the information the State Board 
of Education reviewed when initially determining funding would not require material 
revision, as that term is defined in regulations adopted by the board. A charter school 
that has achieved a rank of 6 or greater on the Academic Performance Index for the two 
years immediately prior to receiving a funding determination pursuant to subdivision (b) 
of Section 47634.2 shall receive a five-year determination and is not required to 
annually reapply for a funding determination of its nonclassroom-based instruction 
program if an update of the information the State Board of Education reviewed when 
initially determining funding would not require material revision, as that term is defined  
in regulations adopted by the board. Notwithstanding any provision of law, the State 
Board of Education may require a charter school to provide updated information at any 
time it determines that a review of that information is necessary. The State Board of 
Education may terminate a determination for funding if updated or additional information 
requested by the board is not made available to the board by the charter school within a 
reasonable amount of time or if the information otherwise supports termination. A 
determination for funding pursuant to Section 47634.2 may not exceed five years. 

(3) A charter school that offers nonclassroom-based instruction in excess of the 
amount authorized by paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) is subject to the determination for 
funding requirement of Section 47634.2 to receive funding each time its charter is 
renewed or materially revised pursuant to Section 47607. A charter school that 
materially revises its charter to offer nonclassroom-based instruction in excess of the 
amount authorized by paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) is subject to the determination for 
funding requirement of Section 47634.2. 

(e) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, and as a condition of 
apportionment, "classroom-based instruction" in a charter school, for the purposes of 
this part, occurs only when charter school pupils are engaged in educational activities 
required of those pupils and are under the immediate supervision and control of an 
employee of the charter school who possesses a valid teaching certification in 
accordance with subdivision (l) of Section 47605. For purposes of calculating average 
daily attendance for classroom-based instruction apportionments, at least 80 percent of 
the instructional time offered by the charter school shall be at the schoolsite, and the 
charter school shall require the attendance of all pupils for whom a classroom-based 
apportionment is claimed at the schoolsite for at least 80 percent of the minimum 
instructional time required to be offered pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 47612.5. 

(2) For the purposes of this part, "nonclassroom instruction" or "nonclassroom-based 
instruction" means instruction that does not meet the requirements specified in 
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paragraph (1). The State Board of Education may adopt regulations pursuant to 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) specifying other conditions or limitations on what 
constitutes nonclassroom-based instruction, as it deems appropriate and consistent with 
this part. 

(3) For purposes of this part, a schoolsite is a facility that is used principally for 
classroom instruction. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, neither the State Board of Education, 
nor the Superintendent may waive the requirements of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a). 

51745. Independent Study Authorized; Curriculum; Restrictions (Opportunity 
Education or Continuation High School, Individual with Exceptional 
Needs, Temporarily Disabled Pupil, Course Required for High School 
Graduation) 

(a) Commencing with the 1990-91 school year, the governing board of a school 
district or a county office of education may offer independent study to meet the 
educational needs of pupils in accordance with the requirements of this article. 
Educational opportunities offered through independent study may include, but shall 
not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Special assignments extending the content of regular courses of instruction. 
(2) Individualized study in a particular area of interest or in a subject not currently 

available in the regular school curriculum. 
(3) Individualized alternative education designed to teach the knowledge and skills of 

the core curriculum. Independent study shall not be provided as an alternative 
curriculum. 

(4) Continuing and special study during travel. 
(5) Volunteer community service activities that support and strengthen pupil 

achievement. 
(b) Not more than 10 percent of the pupils participating in an opportunity school or 

program, or a continuation high school, calculated as specified by the State Department 
of Education, shall be eligible for apportionment credit for independent study pursuant 
to this article. A pupil who is pregnant or is a parent who is the primary caregiver for one 
or more of his or her children shall not be counted within the 10 percent cap. 

(c) No individual with exceptional needs, as defined in Section 56026, may participate 
in independent study, unless his or her individualized education program developed 
pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 56340) of Chapter 4 of Part 30 
specifically provides for that participation. 

(d) No temporarily disabled pupil may receive individual instruction pursuant to 
Section 48206.3 through independent study. 

(e) No course included among the courses required for high school graduation under 
Section 51225.3 shall be offered exclusively through independent study. 
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Ratio of Independent Study Pupils to Certificated Employees 
Responsible for Independent Study 

(a) The ratio of average daily attendance for independent study pupils 18 years of 
age or less to school district full-time equivalent certificated employees responsible for 
independent study, calculated as specified by the State Department of Education, 
shall not exceed the equivalent ratio of pupils to full-time certificated employees for all 
other educational programs operated by the school district. The ratio of average daily 
attendance for independent study pupils 18 years of age or less to county office of 
education full-time equivalent certificated employees responsible for independent 
study, to be calculated in a manner prescribed by the State Department of Education, 
shall not exceed the equivalent ratio of pupils to full-time certificated employees for all 
other educational programs operated by the high school or unified school district with 
the largest average daily attendance of pupils in that county. The computation of those 
ratios shall be performed annually by the reporting agency at the time of, and in 
connection with, the second principal apportionment report to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

(b) Only those units of average daily attendance for independent study that reflect a 
pupil-teacher ratio that does not exceed the ratio described in subdivision (a) shall be 
eligible for apportionment pursuant to Section 42238.5, for school districts, and Section 
2558, for county offices of education. Nothing in this section shall prevent a school 
district or county office of education from serving additional units of average daily 
attendance greater than the ratio described in subdivision (a), except that those 
additional units shall not be funded pursuant to Section 42238.5 or Section 2558. 

(c) The calculations performed for purposes of this section shall not include either of 
the following: 

(1) The average daily attendance generated by special education pupils enrolled in 
special day classes on a full-time basis, or the teachers of those classes. 

(2) The average daily attendance or teachers in necessary small schools that are 
eligible to receive funding pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 42280) of 
Chapter 7 of Part 24. 

(d) The pupil-teacher ratio described in subdivision (a) in a unified school district 
participating in the class size reduction program pursuant to Chapter 6.10 (commencing 
with Section 52120) may, at the school district's option, be calculated separately for 
kindergarten and grades 1 to 6, inclusive, and for grades 7 to 12, inclusive. 

(e) The pupils-to-certificated-employee ratio described in subdivision (a) may, in a 
charter school, be calculated by using a fixed pupils-to-certificated-employee ratio of 25 
to one, or by being a ratio of less than 25 pupils per certificated employee. All charter 
school pupils, regardless of age, shall be included in pupil-to-certificated-employee ratio 
calculations. 

51746. Services and Resources 

It is the intent of the Legislature that school districts and county offices of education 
offering independent study shall provide appropriate existing services and resources 
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to enable pupils to complete their independent study successfully and shall ensure the 
same access to all existing services and resources in the school in which the pupil is 
enrolled pursuant to Section 51748 as is available to all other pupils in the school. In 
addition, the services and resources may include, but need not be limited to, any of the 
following: 

(a) A designated learning center or study area staffed by appropriately trained 
personnel. 

(b) The services of qualified personnel to assess the achievement, abilities, interests, 
aptitudes, and needs of participating pupils to determine each of the following: 

(1) Whether full-time independent study is the most appropriate alternative for the 
pupil being referred. 

(2) If the answer to paragraph (1) is affirmative, the determination of the most 
appropriate individualized plan and resources to be made available to pupils enrolled in 
full-time independent study. 

51747.	 Apportionments for Independent Study by Pupils; Board Policy 
Requirements; Written Agreement Requirements 

A school district or county office of education shall not be eligible to receive 
apportionments for independent study by pupils, regardless of age, unless it has 
adopted written policies, and has implemented those policies, pursuant to rules and 
regulations adopted by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, that include, but are not 
limited to, all of the following: 

(a) The maximum length of time, by grade level and type of program, that may elapse 
between the time an independent study assignment is made and the date by which 
the pupil must complete the assigned work. 

(b) The number of missed assignments that will be allowed before an evaluation is 
conducted to determine whether it is in the best interests of the pupil to remain in 
independent study, or whether he or she should return to the regular school program. 
A written record of the findings of any evaluation made pursuant to this subdivision shall 
be treated as a mandatory interim pupil record. The record shall be maintained for a 
period of three years from the date of the evaluation and, if the pupil transfers to another 
California public school, the record shall be forwarded to that school. 

(c) A requirement that a current written agreement for each independent study pupil 
shall be maintained on file including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

(1) The manner, time, frequency, and place for submitting a pupil’s assignments and 
for reporting his or her progress. 

(2) The objectives and methods of study for the pupil's work, and the methods utilized 
to evaluate that work. 

(3) The specific resources, including materials and personnel, that will be made 
available to the pupil. 

(4) A statement of the policies adopted pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) regarding 
the maximum length of time allowed between the assignment and the completion of a 
pupil's assigned work, and the number of missed assignments allowed prior to an 
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evaluation of whether or not the pupil should be allowed to continue in independent 
study. 

(5) The duration of the independent study agreement, including the beginning and 
ending dates for the pupil's participation in independent study under the agreement. 
No independent study agreement shall be valid for any period longer than one 
semester, or one-half year for a school on a year-round calendar. 

(6) A statement of the number of course credits or, for the elementary grades, other 
measures of academic accomplishment appropriate to the agreement, to be earned by 
the pupil upon completion. 

(7) The inclusion of a statement in each independent study agreement that 
independent study is an optional educational alternative in which no pupil may be 
required to participate. In the case of a pupil who is referred or assigned to any school, 
class, or program pursuant to Section 48915 or 48917, the agreement also shall include 
the statement that instruction may be provided to the pupil through independent study 
only if the pupil is offered the alternative of classroom instruction. 

(8) Each written agreement shall be signed, prior to the commencement of 
independent study, by the pupil, the pupil's parent, legal guardian, or caregiver, if the 
pupil is less than 18 years of age, the certificated employee who has been designated 
as having responsibility for the general supervision of independent study, and all 
persons who have direct responsibility for providing assistance to the pupil. For 
purposes of this paragraph "caregiver" means a person who has met the requirements 
of Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 6550) of the Family Code. 

Restrictions on Apportionments; Funds or Other Things of Value;
 
Residency Requirements
 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a local educational agency, including, 
but not limited to, a charter school, may not claim state funding for the independent 
study of a pupil, whether characterized as home study or otherwise, if the agency has 
provided any funds or other thing of value to the pupil or his or her parent or guardian 
that the agency does not provide to pupils who attend regular classes or to their parents 
or guardians. A charter school may not claim state funding for the independent study 
of a pupil, whether characterized as home study or otherwise, if the charter school has 
provided any funds or other thing of value to the pupil or his or her parent or guardian 
that a school district could not legally provide to a similarly situated pupil of the school 
district, or to his or her parent or guardian. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 47605 or any other 
provision of law, community school and independent study average daily attendance 
shall be claimed by school districts, county superintendents of schools, and charter 
schools only for pupils who are residents of the county in which the apportionment claim 
is reported, or who are residents of a county immediately adjacent to the county in  
which the apportionment claim is reported. 

(c) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall not apportion funds for reported 
average daily attendance, through full-time independent study, of pupils who are 
enrolled in school pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 48204. 
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(d) In conformity with Provisions 25 and 28 of Section 2.00 of the Budget Act of 1992, this 
section is applicable to average daily attendance reported for apportionment purposes 
beginning July 1, 1992. The provisions of this section are not subject to waiver by the State 
Board of Education, by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, or under any provision 
of Part 26.8 (commencing with Section 47600). 

Coordination, Evaluation, and Supervision of Independent Study;
 
Apportionment Credit
 

(a) The independent study by each pupil or student shall be coordinated, evaluated, 
and, notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 46300, shall be under the general 
supervision of an employee of the school district or county office of education who 
possesses a valid certification document pursuant to Section 44865 or an emergency 
credential pursuant to Section 44300, registered as required by law. 

(b) School districts and county offices of education may claim apportionment credit for 
independent study only to the extent of the time value of pupil or student work products, as 
personally judged in each instance by a certificated teacher. 

51748. Written Records for Apportionments 

School districts and county offices of education shall not be eligible to receive 
apportionment for independent study attendance by any pupil who is not otherwise 
identified in the written records of the district or county board by grade level, program 
placement, and the school in which he or she is enrolled. 

51749. Statewide Profile of Independent Study Pupils 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction, upon the next revision of the California Basic 
Educational Data System, or its equivalent, following the effective date of this article, shall 
include all data collection elements necessary to compile an annual statewide profile of 
pupils participating in independent study, including data on the number and percentage of 
pupils pursuing their coursework through independent study who successfully complete the 
requirements for a high school diploma. 

Rules and Regulations 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall establish rules and regulations for the 
purposes of implementing this article. 

COUNTY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

1980. Maintenance by County Board of Education 

A county board of education may establish and maintain one or more community schools. 
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1981. Enrollment of Pupils 

The county board of education may enroll in a community school pupils who are any of 
the following: 

(a) Expelled from a school district for any reason other than those specified in 
subdivision (a) or (c) of Section 48915. 

(b) Referred to county community schools by a school district as a result of the 
recommendation by a school attendance review board or pupils whose school districts of 
attendance have, at the request of the pupil's parent or guardian, approved the pupil's 
enrollment in a county community school. 

(c) (1) Probation-referred pursuant to Sections 300, 601, 602, and 654 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code. 

(2) On probation or parole and not in attendance in any school. 
(3) Expelled for any of the reasons specified in subdivision (a) or (c) of Section 48915. 
(d) Homeless children. 

1983. Courses of Study; Classes and Programs 

(a) Pupils enrolled in county community schools shall be assigned to classes or 
programs deemed most appropriate for reinforcing or reestablishing educational 
development. 

(b) Such classes or programs may include, but need not be limited to, basic 
educational skill development, on-the-job training, tutorial assistance, independent 
study requirements, and individual guidance activities. 

(c) An individually planned educational program based upon an educational 
assessment shall be prescribed for each pupil. 

(d) The course of study of a county community school shall be adopted by the county 
board of education and shall enable each pupil to continue academic work leading to 
the completion of a regular high school program. 

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOLS 

48663(a). Minimum School Day 

(a) The minimum schoolday in a community day school is 360 minutes of classroom 
instruction provided by a certificated employee of the district reporting the attendance of 
the pupils for apportionment funding. 

48663(d). Independent Study Prohibited 

(d) Independent study may not be utilized as a means of providing any part of the 
minimum instructional day provided pursuant to subdivision (a). 
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ADULT SCHOOLS 

41976.2. Independent Study Programs; Funding 

Notwithstanding Section 41976, a school district may offer adult education courses and 
classes if the school district received funding in the 1991-92 fiscal year to conduct 
programs through independent study for persons 21 years of age or older and persons 
19 years of age or older who have not been continuously enrolled in kindergarten, or any 
of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since their 18th birthday.

52500. Adult Evening Classes; Admission of Minors 

Adult schools and evening high schools shall consist of classes for adults. Minors may 
be admitted to those classes pursuant to board policy and Section 52500.1. 

Eligibility of High School Pupils for Enrollment in Adult Education 
Programs, Courses, and Classes; Conditions 

Eligibility of high school pupils for enrollment in adult education programs, courses, and 
classes shall be limited to pupils who meet all of the following conditions: 

(a) High school pupils who enroll in adult education programs, courses, and classes 
pursuant to Section 41976, except that high school pupils shall not be counted for adult 
education apportionment purposes if those pupils are enrolled in programs, courses, or 
classes pursuant to paragraph (5), (7), (8), (9), or (10) of subdivision (a) of Section 
41976. 

(b) High school pupils who have completed a counseling session that involved the 
pupil, a certificated representative of the high school, and the pupil's parent or guardian, 
and who have a school record that contains written documentation of the session and a 
statement that the pupil is voluntarily enrolling in the adult education course or class, 
and that enrollment in an adult education program, course, or class will enhance the 
pupil's progress toward meeting the educational requirements for graduation from high 
school. Commencing July 1, 1994, no school district shall enroll high school pupils 
pursuant to this subdivision unless the school district complies with the conditions set 
forth in this subdivision. 

52501. Powers of Governing Board 

The governing board of any school district maintaining secondary schools shall have 
power with the approval of the Department of Education to establish and maintain 
classes for adults, except program and classes in outdoor science education and 
conservation education as the term is employed in Section 8760, for the purpose of 
providing instruction in civic, vocational, literacy, health, homemaking, technical and 
general education. 
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52501.3. Governing Board Requirements 

Each governing board maintaining classes for adults shall meet the requirements set 
forth in Sections 35145, 41010, 41011, 41015, 41020, 42103, 42600, 51040, 51041, 
51050, and 51056. 

Revenue Expenditure 

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), no revenue derived from the average daily 
attendance of adult education programs shall be expended for other than adult 
education purposes, nor shall revenue derived from other average daily attendance be 
expended for adult education purposes. 

(b) When a district's adult revenue limit as allowed by Section 52616 is composed of 
average daily attendance from both a regional occupational center or program and an 
adult education program, the adult revenue limit income may be allocated to each 
program in a proportion other than the amount of adult revenue limit per average daily 
attendance otherwise allocable thereto. 

52502. Classes or School for Adults 

The governing board of a high school district or unified school district may establish 
classes for adults. If such classes result in average daily attendance in any school year 
of 100 or more, such districts shall establish an adult school for the administration of the 
program. 

52503. Adult School by Resolution of Governing Board 

The governing board of a high school district or unified school district may establish and 
maintain one or more adult schools by resolution of the governing board. 

52504. Adult Classes Must Conform to Legal Requirements 

Classes for adults shall conform to any course of study and graduation requirements 
otherwise imposed by law or under the authority of law. 

52505. Scheduling of Classes 

Such classes may be convened at such hours and for such length of time during the 
day or evening and at such period and for such length of time during the school year as 
may be determined by the governing authority. 

52506. Basis for Apportionment; Development of Standards 

The department shall establish standards including standards of attendance, curriculum, 
administration, and guidance and counseling service for these classes as a basis for the 
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several apportionments of state funds provided herein for the support of these classes. 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall prepare, distribute, and maintain a 
detailed handbook for use by the local educational agencies. The handbook shall 
contain course approval criteria, implementation plans for administrative regulations, 
and procedures for securing course and program approvals. 

52507. Recognition of Accomplishment 

Governing boards shall have the authority to provide for granting appropriate credits, 
certificates, diplomas or other recognition of skill or accomplishment in such classes 
which such districts are otherwise authorized to grant. 

52508. Diplomas or Certificates 

The governing board of a high school district or a unified school district shall have the 
authority to award diplomas or certificates to adults and eligible minors enrolled in adult 
schools upon satisfactory completion of a prescribed course of study in an elementary 
school program. 

52509. Requirements for Granting Diplomas 

The governing board of any school district maintaining an adult school shall prescribe 
the requirements for the granting of diplomas. 

52510. Requirements for Eighth Grade Graduation 

The governing board of each district maintaining an adult school and offering an 
elementary program shall prescribe requirements for eighth grade graduation from the 
adult school. 

52511. Inability to Maintain Instruction for Adults in a District 

(a) Whenever the governing board of a school district maintaining an adult school or 
classes for adults is unable to maintain the school or classes in the district because of 
its inability to secure a teacher or teachers, or because of lack of facilities, the board 
may, with the approval of the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, maintain the school or classes of the district elsewhere than within 
the district or contract for instruction of the students in such school or classes with the 
governing board of another district. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a) of this section, whenever the 
governing board of a school district offering automobile driver training in an adult school 
or classes for adults determines that such training cannot be conducted effectively 
wholly within the district's boundaries, it may cause the training to be conducted outside 
the boundaries of the district. 
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52512.	 Maintained in Conjunction with Other Schools or Centers 

Classes for adults may be maintained in conjunction with day or evening high schools, 
day or evening adult schools, or day or evening regional occupational centers. 

52513.	 Saturday Classes 

The governing board of any high school district or unified school district may provide for 
the maintenance on Saturday and Sunday of classes for adults. 

52514.	 No Minors in Classes at Adult State Institutions 

High schools maintained in any state institution for adults or in any city, county, or city 
and county jail, road camp or farm shall consist only of classes for adults. 

52515.	 Apportionment of State Funds for Approved Courses in Adult Schools 

State funds shall not be apportioned to a school district based on the attendance of 
students enrolled in adult schools, unless the courses have been approved by the 
department pursuant to Section 41976. 

52516.	 Establishment of Prescribed Course in Elementary Subjects 

The governing board of any school district maintaining an adult school shall have 
authority with the approval of the Department of Education to establish a prescribed 
course in elementary subjects appropriate to needs of adults. 

52517.	 No Adult Classes If Funds from Improper Sources or If Classes Not 
Open to General Public 

No high school or unified school district shall report for state apportionments average 
daily attendance in classes: (1) if the district receives full compensation for such class 
from any public or private agency, individual or group of individuals, except fees 
authorized by Section 52612; or (2) if such classes are not located in facilities clearly 
identified in such a manner, and established by appropriate procedures, to insure that 
attendance in such classes is open to the general public, except those authorized 
pursuant to Section 52570 and those in state hospitals. The State Board of Education 
may adopt such regulations as may be necessary to enforce this section. 

52518.	 No Adult Classes in Dancing or Recreational Physical Education 
Supported by State School Fund 

No class for adults in dancing or recreational physical education shall be maintained by 
any district for which the district receives money from the State School Fund. 
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52519. Job Market Study; Area; Scope 

a) The governing board of any high school district or unified school district shall, prior
to establishing a vocational or occupational training program, conduct a job market 
study of the labor market area in which it proposes to establish the program. The study 
shall use the State-Local Cooperative Labor Market Information Program established in 
Section 10533 of the Unemployment Insurance Code, or if this program is not available 
in the labor market area, other available sources of labor market information. The study 
shall include a California Occupational Information System supply analysis of existing 
vocational and occupational education or training programs for adults maintained by 
high schools, community colleges, and private postsecondary schools in the area to 
ensure that the anticipated employment demand for the adults enrolled in the proposed 
program justifies the establishment of the proposed courses of instruction. 

(b) Subsequent to completing the study required by this section and prior to 
establishing the program, the governing board of the high school or unified school 
district shall determine whether or not the study justifies the proposed vocational 
education program. 

(c) If the governing board of the high school district or unified school district 
determines that the job market study justifies the initiation of the proposed program, it 
shall, by resolution, determine whether the program shall be offered through the 
district's own facilities or through a contract with an approved private postsecondary 
school pursuant to Section 8092. 

52520. Review of Program; Termination 

(a) Every vocational or occupational training program for adults offered by any high 
school district or unified school district shall be reviewed every two years by the 
governing board to assure that each program does all of the following: 

(1) Meets a documented labor market demand. 
(2) Does not represent unnecessary duplication of other manpower training programs 

in the area. 
(3) Is of demonstrated effectiveness as measured by the employment and completion 

success of its students. 
(b) Any program that does not meet the requirements of subdivision (a) and the 

standards promulgated by the governing board shall be terminated within one year. 
(c) The review process required by this section shall include the review and comments 

by the local workforce Investment board established pursuant to the Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. Sec. 2801 et seq.), and pursuant to (Division 8 
(commencing with Section 15000) of the Unemployment Insurance Code), which review 
and comments shall occur prior to any decision by the appropriate governing body. 
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52522.	 Plans for Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instructional 
Delivery; Approval by State Superintendent of Public Instruction; 
Expenditures; Rules and Regulations 

(a) The Superintendent may approve school district plans for adult education 
innovation and alternative instructional delivery. School districts making an application 
under this section shall demonstrate how the needs of adults will be addressed by 
programs, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Worksite adult basic education skills instruction. 
(2) Distance learning, as defined in Section 51865. 
(3) Home-based and community-based independent study approaches using 

instructional technologies. 
(4) Tests of alternative reimbursement approaches other than average daily 

attendance to determine whether they are reasonable and feasible, to the extent that 
there is no decrease in the number of students served nor an increase in cost to the 
state. 

(b) School districts approved to implement demonstration programs under this section 
may claim and expend up to 5 percent of their adult block entitlement for 
implementation of approved programs. 

(c) In addition to subdivision (b), a school district may claim and expend more than 5 
percent, but no more than 15 percent, of its adult block entitlement if the program is 
approved by the Superintendent pursuant to subdivision (a). 

(1) The Superintendent shall not approve a claim for a program pursuant to this 
subdivision unless the school district maintains the following accountability mechanisms 
for the program that may be verified through annual audits: 

(A) The school district maintains documentation of the hours of student attendance 
required for apportionment purposes. 

(B) Instructional resources are available to students. 
(C) Measurement of academic gains in knowledge and skills may be determined. 
(D) Student-to-teacher ratios for each course offered do not exceed the average 

statewide ratio for similar adult education programs. 
(2) An application for adult education innovation and alternative instructional delivery 

shall include, but is not necessarily limited to, all of the following information for each 
course: 

(A) How contact between students and teachers, including manner, frequency, and 
rules for submission and review of student work, is accomplished, including, but not 
necessarily limited to, the form of contract to be used between students and the teacher 
of record. 

(B) Methods of maintaining course and student data that document instructional time 
to ensure that claimed units of average daily attendance are based on the equivalent of 
525 hours of student attendance under the supervision of the teacher of record, that 
shall include the manner in which the school district does all of the following: 

(i) Determines beginning and ending dates of course enrollments. 
(ii) Documents student-teacher meeting time. 
(iii) Documents the value of student work that is not accomplished in the presence of 
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the teacher of record. 
(C) The specific instructional resources that are available to students to complete 

course requirements, and how those resources are provided and accessed. 
(D) The methods of assessing the academic gains of each student, including pre- and 

post-test systems. 
(E) The number of students assigned to each teacher of record, and how the planned 

student-to-teacher ratio will be maintained for open entry and exit course scheduling. 
(d) School districts implementing programs under this section shall report 

expenditures to the Superintendent in an annual fiscal report, as specified in regulations 
adopted by the Superintendent. Funds reported under this section and approved by the 
Superintendent shall continue to be allocated as part of the district's adult block 
entitlement in subsequent fiscal years. 

(e) The Superintendent shall adopt rules and regulations for the administration of this 
section to include: 

(1) Allowable expenditures. 
(2) The range of expenditures per pupil enrolled in the program. 
(3) Reporting requirements. 
(4) Program evaluation. 

Monitoring of School District Compliance Regarding Programs and 
Funding Requirements; Report 

It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Department of Education vigorously 
monitor the compliance of school districts regarding the programs and funding 
requirements for adult education. Therefore, not later than January 1, 1996, the State 
Department of Education shall report to the Governor and the fiscal committees and the 
education policy committees of both houses of the Legislature on the implementation of 
the adult education program and the fiscal aspects of the adult education program for 
the period of July 1, 1993, to June 30, 1995. The report shall identify, by school district, 
any abuses of the letter or intent of the statutes pertaining to adult education, and the 
report shall contain recommendations for the modification, if necessary, of the funding 
formulas used to calculate the adult block entitlement or for program improvements to 
adult education. 

52523. Adult Education as Supplement for High School Curriculum; Criteria 

Adult education programs, courses, and classes shall not be used to supplant the 
regular high school curriculum for high school pupils enrolled in adult education. Adult 
education shall supplement and enrich the high school pupil's educational experiences. 
Therefore, adult education, at a minimum, shall meet the following criteria: 

(a) All programs, courses, and classes conducted as adult education shall be open to 
adults and listed in the district's catalog of adult education classes provided to the public 
and shall be under the supervision and jurisdiction of the adult education administrator 
as determined by the school district governing board. Adults shall have priority over 
other students for admission to any adult education class if those adults enroll not later 
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than the regular enrollment period for those classes. The enrollment period shall be 
published in the course catalog. No course required by the school district for high school 
graduation or necessary for pupils to maintain satisfactory academic progress shall be 
offered exclusively through the adult education program. An adult for purposes of this 
section is a person 18 years of age or older or other person who is not concurrently 
enrolled in a regular high school program. 

(b) Each adult education teacher, whether part time or full time, under contract status 
or in an hourly position, shall be part of the adult school faculty and shall be under the 
direct supervision of the authorized adult education administrator. 

(c) Enrollment of high school pupils shall be voluntary on the part of the pupil taking 
the class. Prior to enrollment by a high school pupil in an adult education program, 
class, or course, the pupil shall have documentation of the counseling session held 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 52500.1. 

(d) Enrollment of a high school pupil in an adult education program, course, or class 
shall be for sound educational purposes, including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) The adult education program, course, or class is not offered in the regular high 
school curriculum. 

(2) The adult education program, course, or class is needed by the pupil to make up 
deficient credits for graduation from high school. 

(3) The adult education program, course, or class allows the pupil to gain vocational 
and technical skills beyond that provided by the regular high school's vocational and 
technical education program. 

(4) The adult education program, course, or class, supplements and enriches the high 
school pupil's educational experience. 

(e) A high school pupil shall not be enrolled for apportionment purposes in an adult 
education program, course, or class that would be considered any of the following: 

(1) Physical education. 
(2) Driver's training and education. 
(3) Visual and performing arts. 
(4) Band. 
(5) Preparation of a school yearbook or school newspaper. 
(6) Training for, or participation in, athletic camps, cheerleading or spirit organizations, 

student government, or extracurricular student clubs. 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall issue a program advisory that further 

defines the purposes set forth in subdivision (d) and the courses set forth in subdivision 
(e). The superintendent is authorized to issue, at any time, rules and regulations instead 
of the program advisory. 
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CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS
 
Title 5. Education
 

Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 11. Special Programs
 

Subchapter 13. Independent Study
 

11700. Definitions 

(a) “Full-time equivalent certificated employees” means any combination of full-time 
certificated employees and part-time certificated employee assignments that aggregate 
to the amount of instructional time specified in the contract of a full-time certificated 
classroom teacher of the district or county office of education. 

(b) “General supervision” means the supervising teacher's 

(1) continuing oversight of the study design, implementation plan, allocation of 
resources, and evaluation of pupil or adult education student progress for any 
pupil's or adult education student's independent study; and 

(2) personal determination or personal review of the determination made by another 
certificated teacher of the time values for apportionment purposes of each pupil's or 
adult education student's work products. 

(c) “Independent study” means an alternative to classroom instruction consistent with 
the district's course of study. 

(d) “Independent study is an optional educational alternative in which no pupil may be 
required to participate” means 

(1) with regard to school districts or county offices of education, that 

(A) they are not required to offer independent study, and 

(B) school districts or county offices of education that do offer independent 
study are not obliged to permit a pupil or adult education student to engage in 
independent study if school officials given responsibility for the decision 
determine that independent study is not an appropriate alternative for the pupil 
or adult education student; and, 

(2) with regard to pupils or adult education students, 

(A) a pupil's or an adult education student's choice to commence, or to continue 
in, independent study must not be coerced, and 

(B) in the case of a pupil who is referred or assigned to any school, class, or 
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program pursuant to Education Code sections 48915 or 48917, and to the 
extent that independent study is not prohibited, instruction may be provided to 
the pupil through independent study only if the pupil has the continuing option 
of classroom instruction. 

(e) “Method utilized to evaluate” means any specified procedure through which a 
certificated teacher personally assesses the extent to which achievement of the pupil or 
adult education student meets the objectives of an assignment. 

(f) “Methods of study” means the pupil or adult education student activities selected by 
the supervising teacher as the means to reach the educational objectives set forth in the 
written agreement. 

(g) “Missed assignment” means any specified independent study assignment that has 
not been turned in, or evidenced as completed, by a pupil or adult education student by 
the due date for the assignment. 

(h) “Regular school program” means the classroom-based instructional program or its 
equivalent that a pupil or adult education student would have attended had the pupil or 
adult education student not elected independent study. 

(i) “Specific resources” include all resources, including materials and services, 
reasonably necessary to the achievement of the objectives in the written agreement, 
and shall not be construed to exclude resources normally available to all pupils or adult 
education students on the same terms as the terms on which they are normally 
available to all pupils or adult education students. 

(j) “Supervising teacher” means the certificated teacher employed by the school district 
or county office of education and assigned, as noted in the written agreement, the 
responsibility for coordinating, evaluating, and providing general supervision of a pupil's 
or adult education student's independent study pursuant to Education Code section 
51747.5(a). 

(k) “Type of program” means statutory program category for purposes of attendance 
accounting. 

(l) “Work product” means that which results from a pupil's or adult education student's 
efforts and actions to complete or perform the assignments given and which is 
subsequently evaluated by a certificated teacher. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education Code. Reference: Sections 48200, 
48663, 48916.1, 49067, 51745, 51746, 51747 and 51747.5, Education Code. 
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11700.1. Additional Definitions Applicable to Charter Schools 

(a) “Certificated employees,” in charter schools, means employees meeting the 
requirements of subdivision (l) of Education Code Section 47605. 

(b) “Classroom instruction,” with reference to a charter school, means classroom 
instruction provided either by the charter school or by another public school that the 
pupil is eligible to attend. 

(c) “School district” or “district,” for the purposes of this subchapter and of Article 5.5 
(commencing with Section 51745) of Chapter 5 of Part 28 of the Education Code, 
means a school district or a charter school, unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and 47612.5(b), Education Code. Reference: 
Sections 47605(l), 47612.5(b) and 51745-51749.3, Education Code. 

11701. District Responsibilities 

In setting policy pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) of Education Code section 51747, 
the local governing board shall consider, in a public hearing, the scope of its existing or 
prospective use of independent study as an instructional strategy, its purposes in 
authorizing independent study, and factors bearing specifically on the maximum 
realistic lengths of assignments and acceptable number of missed assignments for 
specific populations of pupils or adult education students. Adopted policies shall reflect 
an awareness that excessive leniency in their terms can result in pupils falling so far 
behind their age peers as to increase, rather than decrease, the risk of their dropping 
out of school. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education Code. Reference: Section 51747(a) 
and (b), Education Code. 

11701.5. Equitable Provision of Resources and Services 

Consistent with the statutory authorization to offer independent study as an alternative 
instructional strategy to meet the educational needs of pupils or adult education 
students, 

(a) the independent study option is to be substantially equivalent in quality and in 
quantity to classroom instruction, thereby ensuring that a pupil or adult education 
student who engages in independent study on a full-time basis, or on a part-time basis 
in conjunction with part- or full-time classroom study, will be enabled to complete the 
district or county office of education adopted course of study within the customary time 
frame for completion of that course of study; 
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(b) pupils or adult education students who choose to engage in independent study are 
to have the same access to existing services and resources as the other pupils or adult 
education students of the school in which the independent study pupil or adult 
education student is enrolled; and 

(c) pupils or adult education students who choose to engage in independent study are 
to have equality of rights and privileges with the pupils or adult education students of the 
district or county office of education who choose to continue in the regular school 
program. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education Code. Reference: Sections 35293, 
37202, 46100, 51745, 51746 and 51747.3, Education Code. 

11702. Requirements for Agreements 

(a) Each signature required for an independent study agreement shall be dated. An 
agreement is not in effect until it is complete as to all terms, signed and dated. 

(b) The curriculum and methods of study specified in an independent study agreement 
shall be consistent with the district or county office of education policies and procedures 
for curriculum and instruction as adopted by the governing board. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51013, 
51050, 51745, 51746 and 51747, Education Code. 

11703. Records 

(a) Maintaining records to meet audit requirements is the responsibility of the local 
district or county superintendent's office. These records may be on site(s). 

(b) Records shall include but not be limited to: 

(1) A copy of adopted governing board policy and procedures. 

(2) A separate listing of the pupils and adult education students, by grade level, 
program and school, who have engaged in independent study, identifying units of 
the curriculum undertaken and units of the curriculum completed by each of those 
pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, and identifying course credits 
attempted by and awarded to each of those pupils in grades 9 to 12 inclusive and 
each of those students in adult education, as specified in their written agreements. 

(3) A file of all agreements, including representative samples of each pupil's or adult 
education student's work products bearing signed or initialed and dated notations by 
the supervising teacher indicating that he or she has personally evaluated the work, 
or that he or she has personally reviewed the evaluations made by another 
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certificated teacher. 

(4) A daily or hourly attendance credit register, as appropriate to the program in 
which the pupils or adult education students are enrolled, separate from classroom 
attendance records, and maintained on a current basis as time values of pupil or 
adult education student work products are personally judged by a certificated 
teacher, and reviewed by the supervising teacher if they are two different persons. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51747, 
and 51748, Education Code. 

11704. Pupil-Teacher Ratio 

In a charter school, for the purposes of Education Code section 51745.6, the ratio of 
average daily attendance for independent study pupils to full-time equivalent (FTE) 
certificated employees responsible for independent study shall not exceed a pupil-
teacher ratio of 25:1 or the ratio of pupils to full-time equivalent certificated employees 
for all other educational programs operated by the largest unified school district, as 
measured by average daily attendance, as reported at the second principal 
apportionment in the prior year, in the county or counties in which the charter school 
operates. Units of average daily attendance for independent study that are ineligible 
for apportionment as provided in subdivision (b) of Education Code section 51745.6 
shall also be ineligible for funding pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with section 
47630) of Part 26.8 of the Education Code. For purposes of this section, a “full-time 
certificated employee” means an employee who is required to work a minimum six-hour 
day and 175 days per fiscal year. Part-time positions shall generate a partial FTE on a 
proportional basis. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and 47612.5(b), Education Code. Reference: 
Sections 47612.5(b) and 51745.6, Education Code. 

11705. High School Graduation Requirements 

For the purposes of subdivision (e) of Education Code section 51745, a charter school 
that includes any of grades 9 to 12, inclusive, shall be deemed to be an alternative 
school of every high school district and unified school district within which it operates. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and 47612.5(b). Reference: Sections 47612.5(b) 
and 51745, Education Code. 
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CALIFORNIA FAMILY CODE
 

6550. 	 Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavits; Scope of Authority; Reliance on 
Affidavit 

(a) A caregiver's authorization affidavit that meets the requirements of this part 
authorizes a caregiver 18 years of age or older who completes items 1 to 4, inclusive, of 
the affidavit provided in Section 6552 and signs the affidavit to enroll a minor in school 
and consent to school-related medical care on behalf of the minor. A caregiver who is a 
relative and who completes items 1 to 8, inclusive, of the affidavit provided in Section 
6552 and signs the affidavit shall have the same rights to authorize medical care and 
dental care for the minor that are given to guardians under Section 2353 of the Probate 
Code. The medical care authorized by this caregiver who is a relative may include 
mental health treatment subject to the limitations of Section 2356 of the Probate Code. 

(b) The decision of a caregiver to consent to or to refuse medical or dental care for a 
minor shall be superseded by any contravening decision of the parent or other person 
having legal custody of the minor, provided the decision of the parent or other person 
having legal custody of the minor does not jeopardize the life, health, or safety of the 
minor. 

(c) A person who acts in good faith reliance on a caregiver's authorization affidavit to 
provide medical or dental care, without actual knowledge of facts contrary to those 
stated on the affidavit, is not subject to criminal liability or to civil liability to any person, 
and is not subject to professional disciplinary action, for that reliance if the applicable 
portions of the affidavit are completed. This subdivision applies even if medical or dental 
care is provided to a minor in contravention of the wishes of the parent or other person 
having legal custody of the minor as long as the person providing the medical or dental 
care has no actual knowledge of the wishes of the parent or other person having legal 
custody of the minor. 

(d) A person who relies on the affidavit has no obligation to make any further inquiry 
or investigation. 

(e) Nothing in this section relieves any individual from liability for violations of other 
provisions of law. 

(f) If the minor stops living with the caregiver, the caregiver shall notify any school, 
health care provider, or health care service plan that has been given the affidavit. The 
affidavit is invalid after the school, health care provider, or health care service plan 
receives notice that the minor is no longer living with the caregiver. 

(g) A caregiver's authorization affidavit shall be invalid, unless it substantially contains, 
in not less than 10-point boldface type or a reasonable equivalent thereof, the warning 
statement beginning with the word "warning" specified in Section 6552. The warning 
statement shall be enclosed in a box with 3-point rule lines. 

(h) For purposes of this part, the following terms have the following meanings: 
(1) "Person" includes an individual, corporation, partnership, association, the state, or 

any city, county, city and county, or other public entity or governmental subdivision or 
agency, or any other legal entity. 

(2) "Relative" means a spouse, parent, stepparent, brother, sister, stepbrother, 
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stepsister, half brother, half sister, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, first cousin, or any 
person denoted by the prefix "grand" or "great," or the spouse of any of the persons 
specified in this definition, even after the marriage has been terminated by death or 
dissolution. 

(3) "School-related medical care" means medical care that is required by state or local 
governmental authority as a condition for school enrollment, including immunizations, 
physical examinations, and medical examinations conducted in schools for pupils. 
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6552. Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit Form 

The caregiver's authorization affidavit shall be in substantially the following form: 

Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit 

Use of this affidavit is authorized by Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 6550) of 
Division 11 of the California Family Code. 

Instructions: Completion of items 1–4 and the signing of the affidavit is sufficient to 
authorize enrollment of a minor in school and authorize school-related medical care. 
Completion of items 5–8 is additionally required to authorize any other medical care. 
Print clearly. 

The minor named below lives in my home and I am 18 years of age or older. 

1. Name of minor: 2. Minor’s birth date:

3. My name (adult giving authorization):

4. My home address:

5. I am a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or other qualified relative of the minor (see
back of this form for a definition of “qualified relative”).

6. Check one or both (for example, if one parent was advised and the other
cannot be located):

I have advised the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the 
minor of my intent to authorize medical care and have received no 
objection. 

I am unable to contact the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody 
of the minor at this time, to notify them of my intended authorization. 

7. My date of birth:

8. My California driver’s license or identification card number:

Warning: Do not sign this form if any of the statements above are incorrect, or 
you will be committing a crime punishable by a fine, imprisonment, or both. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: Signed: 
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Notices: 

1. This declaration does not affect the rights of the minor's parents or legal guardian
regarding the care, custody, and control of the minor, and does not mean that the
caregiver has legal custody of the minor.

2. A person who relies on this affidavit has no obligation to make any further inquiry or
investigation.

Additional Information: 

TO CAREGIVERS: 

1. "Qualified relative," for purposes of item 5, means a spouse, parent, stepparent,
brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half brother, half sister, uncle, aunt, niece,
nephew, first cousin, or any person denoted by the prefix "grand" or "great," or the
spouse of any of the persons specified in this definition, even after the marriage has
been terminated by death or dissolution.

2. The law may require you, if you are not a relative or a currently licensed foster
parent, to obtain a foster home license in order to care for a minor. If you have any
questions, please contact your local department of social services.

3. If the minor stops living with you, you are required to notify any school, health care
provider, or health care service plan to which you have given this affidavit. The
affidavit is invalid after the school, health care provider, or health care service plan
receives notice that the minor no longer lives with you.

4. If you do not have the information requested in item 8 (California driver's license or
I.D.), provide another form of identification such as your social security number or
Medi-Cal number.

TO SCHOOL OFFICIALS: 

1. Section 48204 of the Education Code provides that this affidavit constitutes a
sufficient basis for a determination of residency of the minor, without the requirement
of a guardianship or other custody order, unless the school district determines from
actual facts that the minor is not living with the caregiver.

2. The school district may require additional reasonable evidence that the caregiver
lives at the address provided in item 4.

TO HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND HEALTH CARE SERVICE PLANS: 

1. A person who acts in good faith reliance upon a caregiver's authorization affidavit to
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provide medical or dental care, without actual knowledge of facts contrary to those 
stated on the affidavit, is not subject to criminal liability or to civil liability to any 
person, and is not subject to professional disciplinary action, for that reliance if the 
applicable portions of the form are completed. 

2. This affidavit does not confer dependency for health care coverage purposes.
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