California Department of Education

State Parent Advisory Council Meeting 

Sainte Claire Hotel, San Jose, California

Saturday, May 19, 2012 Notes
Maria Medina (Region 4) asked Ms. Magdalena to take notes. She also stated that it’s not the Vice President’s responsibilities to establish order.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, CDE Director, English Learner Support Division

· Welcomed everyone

· Asked if they like the location of the hotel

· She shared a poem

· Actualization CDE Update

· She shared with the SPAC that she attended the Speech and Debate? More than 200 migrant children attended this event.

· She shared slides and samples

· She let the SPAC know of the new Parent Handbook. CDE will send the links to Regional Directors so that they can print them and forward copies to parents.

· Budget Update:

· $15.7 billion cutback

· 2012-13: $53.7 in education funding
· $48.2 Billion If the initiative, is not passed. This equals to three weeks of school

· Cut to child care,  $452.5 million

· Proposal to change how child care is run. The county would supervise instead of the CDE. This would eliminate 3,000 childcare slots for children

· It is a priority for the initiative to pass so that they do not lose three weeks of school and the preschool cuts. Both have an impact on migrant children

· CDE Migrant Education Office:

· New consultant has been hired and will start in June, Celina Torres.

· Ms. Yolanda Sixto (Region 2) participated in the interviews

· CDE/MEO is currently reviewing applications for the Migrant Education Administrator position

· CDE will invite one SPAC member to participate

· Four candidates

· Maricela Ramirez is no longer working with the MEO

· Salvador Arriaga is taking Marcela’s space as interim

· Silvia Sataray (CDE) is taking notes. We have the notes from the last meeting (they were passed out to SPAC)

· CDE will be providing notes and highlights of the meetings per SPAC’s request

· A motion was made by Maria Medina and Ms. Maria Perea (Region 16) related to the changes of the DSA. From SPAC and CDE MEO staff.

Maria Torres (Region 11) reported that nobody officially told her that Maricela Ramirez was no longer working in the Migrant Education Office. 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan let SPAC know that unions and CDE Personnel have a policy of not giving information on the transferring of staff

· MEO staff was not told

· Salvador Arriaga is consultant to division director

· Maricela Obregon-Enriquez was only interim director
Maria Torres states that the CDE assumes that the SPAC knows about staff changes

Magdalena Burgos (Region 9) let SPAC know that this needs to be placed on the agenda. The agenda needs to be approved

Maria Media gave a report on the Speech and Debate

· DSA needs to have more time

· Budget Cutbacks

· Four to five years ago, Ms. Lupita Cortez Alcalá, Deputy Superintendent Instruction and Learning Support Branch was in the Legislative Office. At that time she gave information where she stated that then Superintendent Jack O’Connell did not participate in initiatives. That there should be no sides. She feels that the CDE is taking the Democratic side and that there is also a Republican side. This should not be done. The CDE is presenting their preference and should be careful with this.

· New MEO consultant, Celina Torres, says she is happy that Ms. Yolanda Sixto (Region 2) was able to participate in the interviews. 

· CDE should have respected the SPAC, and also include Maria Medina

· She has asked for copies of DVD’s and previous notes of past meetings

· She stated that at the Federal Program Monitoring review, they are asked for the notes of the meetings. Why are they the only ones that do not have minutes? The Feds asks for the minutes. She asked that CDE provide these items. Not all parents have access to computers.

· It is very important that the SPAC participate in the selection/interview of the director.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan explained the process and that there are other presentations scheduled. Her update was to inform the SPAC. She apologized if they thought she implied that they should take a side. She just wanted to inform them. She respects their opinion. In the future, she will make it clearer.

Salvador Arriaga, CDE Consultant, English Learner Support Division, addressed the SPAC on:

· Interviews for Migrant Education Office (MEO) consultant position happened very fast

· Wants them to be included the choosing the candidates

· He asked which SPAC members where interested in participating in the May 30, 2012 interviews.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan let them know that four people will participate one will be a SPAC parent. She let them know that this is a very important position. The person chosen will be the leader for MEO.

Maria Medina respects Sal’s time but, feels that she must let SPAC know what is happening to the SPAC. She brought up the interview process for Elizabeth Golchert.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan asked that this time and issue not be taken up.

Maria Medina continued to let SPAC know that she was not given all the information on the candidate. She was not given an application for Ms. Golchert or any other information. She was only given a sheet of paper with Ms. Golchert’s name on it.

Salvador Arriaga: Let the SPAC know that he was aware and agreed with the process

Ernesto Gutierrez (Region 20) questioned why the CDE takes the responsibilities on who chooses to represent the SPAC. 

Salvador Arriaga: Asked the SPAC to stay on the agenda

Ernesto Arriaga: Stated that CDE forbid the entrance to the SPAC sub-committee

Maria Medina interrupted him and stated that the SPAC had the right to ask and find out the answers.

Ernesto Gutierrez stated that CDE forbid the entrance to the SPAC subcommittee

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan state:

· This is not the place to talk about the past

· This is a very important meeting for parents

· This is not the forum to discuss past/previous issues

· She did give information to let SPAC know about CDE/MEO personnel

· Asked for the SPAC to stay on agenda

· Any questions should be sent to her by e-mail and she will answer or have a meeting with the parents interested

Ernesto Gutierrez stated:

· That he was not done questioning Salvador Arriaga if he knows what he has to do?

· Maybe CRLA may have to intervene and take action

· CDE only dictates

· CDE is abusing power

· CDE needs to let SPAC work

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan stated that this was a public meeting and needs to move forward

Maria Sanchez (Region 4) stated that she felt that Karen Cadiero-Kaplan needed to clarify if participants are going to participate

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan stated that “Yes” parents will participate

Maria Sanchez stated that it’s not their fault if the agenda needs to move fast. Meetings have been cut to one day instead of the two days. She also stated that they needed more days and more time for their meetings just like they had them before. 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan asked them not to talk about the past.

· If they do not understand

· They have the 

· She questioned why Salvador Arriaga was dismissed before

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan:

· DSA and parent information is very important 

· Apologies why SPAC was not informed of the changes to the MEO personnel

· She needs to find personnel to help with the work and for having information for the meeting.

· She understands the issues with the less time that was a decision made before she started.

· She has done her best

· We only have one day

· Wants to be sure to speak and participate

· Does not help to continue to one or two issues that I brought as only information. She could have chosen not to do the update on these issues but, she wanted to share the information with the SPAC.

· She asked the SPAC for respect for her and CDE staff.

Claudia Rizo (Region 1) 

· Asked again for the SPAC to approve the agenda

· It’s important to have parents ask their questions

· If there is not enough time, that shows that there needs to be more time and another day

Maria Medina stated that it’s CDE’s responsibility to share the information. Not if CDE wants to.

· She passed out the Juntos y Otro Avisos document

· May 14, 2012 e-mails

· Reviewed agenda ítems

· The CDE does their agenda and the CDE removes them, it’s frustrating. It’s important for them to have their own agenda.

· E-mails are more transparent

· She let SPAC know that she received a request from Karen Cadiero-Kaplan to have dinner and discuss the agenda. She refused it because agenda’s should be discussed by all and everyone should be able to choose items for the meetings.

· The CDE should find the persons who will present to the SPAC on the items that the SPAC has chosen to be on the agenda.

· She asked that the meetings be two days again

· President-elect Salud can no longer be in the position

· Asked the SPAC to continue with their statutes

· Eliminate the President-elect position

· Add Secretary and other positions as before

· It’s all according to Robert’s Rules

· She asked that they add to the agenda stipends and the DSA

Magdalena Burgos made the following motions:

· eliminate the president-elect position

· add the secretary and sergeant of arms

· make the meeting two days

· one hour for the DSA

Ernesto Gutierrez, second the motion

· Stated that the president elect position

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan asked to speak and she was not permitted

Ernesto Gutierrez continued saying that the President-elect position does not work and it should be eliminated. The person will required to be here two years nobody knows how long they will be at the SPAC. Ms. Alcala forced this on the SPAC

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan let them know that the CDE Legal Office gave them an opinion but, the group did not give her the opportunity to address them.

Magdalena Burgos and Maria Sanchez both felt this was a good motion to eliminate the President Elect

Jose Felipe Calvillo (Region 23) let the SPAC know that he was in favor of the President -elect position. It should not be eliminated. Everyone is entitled to be a leader. He does not understand why this would not apply to the SPAC but, it does apply.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan again tried to address the SPAC and let them know that the

· SPAC By-Laws are not recognized. 

· The CDE will not recognize any other positions other than President, Vice President, and President-elect. 

· The CDE and CRLA will facilitate. 

· If others are elected, it will be a discredit to these positions because they will not be recognized by the CDE.

· Questions should be addressed to the CDE and a legal opinion will be given.

Maria Teresa Herrera (Region 21) is against the motion

Maria Sanchez stated that where not out of order. Position did not help or was functional in nothing. They need a secretary and a sergeant of arms

Various SPAC members continued the discussion on the SPAC positions.

Ernesto Gutierrez asked Lupita Cortez Alcalá if they will be guaranteed the position for four years. He felt that Lupita Cortez Alcalá was applying the pressure

Maria Torres stated that the motion was to remove the President-elect position, not to add more positions (16 in favor, 7 against, none abstained) Motion was approved by the SPAC 

Maria Torres made the motion to approve the agenda

Ernesto Gutierrez agreed to the motion, additional motion was also made to add item  eight, add two days for meetings and stipend) Jose Felipe Calvillo second the motion. Motion was approved unanimously.
NASDME:

Maria Medina reported that the workshops that she went onto workers’ rights to water, breaks, and shade where very good.
Maria Elena Ramirez reported that all the workshops that she attended where very good. Some of the workshops were for administrators. Some personnel were not present or participated.

Jose Felipe Calvillo 

· Stated that the conference was very well organized and was a very good conference. Parents were told a workshop was not for parents but, for workers. 

· He feels that parents should be able to attend all workshops and not just ones designated for them. 

· He was asked to present in Washington.

Maria Teresa Herrera

· She attended two workshops not given to parents but, to administrators. 

· She made many contacts and learned more information because she attended these workshops not just the ones for parents.

Maria Perea (Region 16)

· The orientation for the parents was very well done.

· Antonio Ramos was one of the main speakers

· Very good experience at the theater

· Her region did six presentations.
· About 90 parents participated

· Was asked to come back and give presentation again

Maria Medina

· Spoke on MSIX at the conference

· A pre-conference meeting was held to exchange ideas, projects and hear other parents difficulties that they have encountered

· Lisa from the U.S. Department of Education/Office of Migrant Education spoke to the group and gave information

· Hopes that the CDE will provide them with MSIX in the future

· Encouraged parents to download the information

· Next conference will be Orlando, Florida

· Hopes the CDE will support parents to present at these conferences

· She has been asked to be Master of Ceremony at the parent presentation

Salvador Echevarria (Region 3) Ask who chooses who attends

Maria Medina: It depends on each region. They make the decision

Maria Parea: Only the parents who presented where the ones who attended

Enedina Rayos (Region 6) stated that in her region they do a raffle

Ernesto Gutierrez: It is at the regional directors’ discretion. He asked if he could go to this director and was told that they have monies from the canceled meetings by CDE and that they could use that money.

Maria Arroyo: Was not able to attend the conference but, it’s a good idea to forward the information to the SPAC members

Maria Torres:

· In the past all of the SPAC participated. 
· It’s been three years since this has no longer been done
· Does CDE have the money for all them to attend?

Ernesto Gutierrez: The CDE should have the funds to send SPAC parents to these conferences. It’s important to have SPAC representation.

Margit Birge and Teresa Maldonado, WestEd – Presentation

Presented on Priorities Identified and Recommendations for 2010-11

Margit Birge and Theresa Maldonado introduced themselves and their experience with WestEd and the Migrant Education Program

Theresa Maldonado reviewed the document and what was added from the last meeting by the parents.

Maria Medina: Stated the survey information was not included. Information on the migrant students was not added. She mentioned the results of the exams.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan responded to SPAC:

· This is the first time such a request has been completed in 20 years

· She thanked WestEd for a very good job for the parent information

· Something that Maria Medina suggested where not included, like the translation

· Intention was for next year to use this new information that has been collected

· In March, it was e-mailed to SPAC Executive Committee

· No feedback was given back to CDE from them so it was completed

Maria Medina:

· Did not question WestEd’s efforts

· Data from children exams where not included

· It’s important for CDE to include the 

· CASHEE

· CLEDT

· Standards

This information needs to be included in the report that is what she asked to be included.

Lupita Cortez Alcalá let them know that:

· The report has been finalized and forwarded to the Superintendent

· Questions where received too late

· The suggestions will be included for next year. If this was ok with the group

Maria Medina: Trusted that CDE would include the suggestions and comments

Margit and Theresa: Continued to lead the group in their activity

Lupita Cortez Alcalá could only state that the report and recommendations have been forwarded to the Superintendent.

Maria Medina asked where the report was going too and what was it going to be used for?

Salvador Arriaga: The report was used for the State Parent Advisory Council conference in the past. Now it should be used for information on how children are doing in school.

Maria Torres: We cannot continue with the new report if the old one is not done correctly. The previous one needs to be done first.

Ernesto Gutierrez stated that they don’t know if it’s going to the legislative or feds. They need to know where the report is going.

Yolanda Sixto (Region 2) feels that it’s like signing a blank check and the correct statistics should be presented

Lupita Cortez Alcalá, spoke to WestEd and they can addendum a page to the report and the CLEDT, CASHEE, for migrant students (page 23-24)

Maria Media was in favor of this

Lupita Cortez Alcalá will e-mail what is going to be added. She stated that we can never be sure on what recommendations officials will be for laws or action. This report is the first step.

Ernesto Gutierrez:

· This form of working is not good

· Not to fill out this paper and they are just being used

· If papers are taken then no one will know what they have chosen

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan:

· Agrees

· The intention was to review two recommendations to move forward instead of the seven.

· You want to know what everyone else is recommending 

· WestEd would take the information and then sent it back

· Understands that they feel that their recommendations maybe not be taken

· Each person will be given two dots, and they will rank two out of the seven

· The other two questions (planning worksheet) don’t need to be addressed today
For July training:

· Involucramiento de Padres

· Programas de Apoyo

· Logros Académicos

· Salud

Salvador Arriaga: DSA will be a brief presentation

Maria Media: Report can be done when we return

Salvador Arriaga – DSA

· He went over their comments and showed them that on Page 6 their comments were taken into consideration. Pages 9, 13, and 14.
· Three SPAC meetings where held for SPAC input

Maria Medina: CDE should have asked if they had seen these documents. This was the first time that they had seen the whole document.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan:

· What is being shown started last fall
· There were various meetings with CDE, Regional Directors, and SPAC

· When received we entered it

· What we are showing today is the compilation of all this

· It’s not split up by group it’s all together

· It was not for approval of all groups it was just for input

· Pages 20-25, 28-32

· SMART Goal: Goal for documents. Explanation of goal of document

· Pages 33-37, 41-42, 44, 47

Maria Medina page 26 

· How does it help parents with an analysis that was done in 1965? 

· She feels that it gives a very negative message. 

· Where is this report going?

· She feels that this information is not necessary

· It’s very racist

Salvador Arriaga: Was in agreement. This is a document that will be used this year. We have heard the same complaint.

Maria Medina: Pointed out that this is a very serious document that the Superintendent of the district and State Superintendent signs.

Salvador Arriaga: Let them know that this part is optional that the area is optional.

Maria Medina: 

· Stated that it was not necessary to put it in. 

· No one is going to fill out, it’s not necessary.

Salvador Arriaga: 

· We are reviewing the document for this like this. 

· Pages 53, 55, 56-59, 62, 64, 66, and 68.

· We are working with all persons interested on these documents and also for the regional application.

Maria Torres they should remove the page with the 40-year statistics

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan:

· These documents were created to respond to OME

· Some of the information had to be included because of the Federal Audit

· We know there are some problems with some districts and regions reporting this

Lupita Cortez Alcalá:

· This document is good for the SPAC to have.

· If you have issues with certain parts of the documents because of the age of the questions. Let us know.

Magdalena Burgos: They had suggested at the May meeting to have that page removed. It looks very bad.

Juan Antonio Perea (Region 16): if we cannot talk about the past. Why is the CDE using old data? We should not use the past, but the present.

Ernesto Gutierrez voiced the same concerns on the data request 

Maria Medina asked if the parents are important or not

Salvador Arriaga stated that parents are important

Magdalena Burgos wanted to know what the purpose of bringing this to the SPAC 

Lupita Cortez Alcalá:

· To give information on it. Maria Medina asked for information on it.

Maria Medina once again stated that:

· This was the first time they have seen the whole document

· She does not trust the CDE

Ernesto Gutierrez stated that he does not remember doing a motion on these documents

Maria Medina read a letter from Maria Torres on the April 5, 2012 meeting. The letter stated that she was not permitted to enter was told that the meeting was by invitation only. Security did not permit her and others to enter nor use the bathrooms.

Maria Torres stated that she has submitted the letter to CDE

Lupita Cortez Alcalá, stated that she has never received the letter. She explained that if you are not a registered visitor you cannot enter the building per the Department of General Services. She did receive an e-mail from Ernesto Gutierrez on this issue. It’s policy for all state agencies.

Maria Medina proceeded to get very angry that parents were treated this way. She stated that she has never had to sign-in when she attends the State Board and wants the CDE to apologize to the parents.

Jesus Lopez, Felicia Espinoza – CRLA

· Presented to group on heat in the fields, CALOSHA

· Pasted out an information sheet 

Maria Medina asked if SPAC was in favor of having more presentations from CRLA. She stated that the CDE was not in favor of them presenting.

Jose Luis Cuevas (Region 18) UCLA

· Subcommittee members did not like that CDE wants to eliminate parent’s participation. 

· It’s either the contractor or consultant at CDE trying to do this. 

· The meeting only lasted two hours. 

· They could not digest all the information

· They needed more time

· It’s a very good program
Maria Perea

· Recommends that parents can attend the classes to see the instruction being given

· Increase the funds for the Institute

· Open the institute for other universities to participate

· It was a great advantage to be able to attend this meeting

· Why is the institute for parents being done after? It should be done before like in the past.

Maria Elena Ramirez (Region 13)

· The credits from PASS are not being accepted at the universities

· Credits for attending the institute

· Maria Sanchez said that she would look into this

· Next year parents should go in the beginning of the institute

Maria Medina:

Mr. Lomeli gave a brief presentation at the meeting. He was told to only present and leave. 

Daniel Sanchez Solis (Region 18) stated that:

The fiscal year starts in July. That is why it was moved to July. The reason it was done before was so that parents can know about the institute and be motivated and allow their children to attend.

Maria Medina stated the following:

· She let Mr. Lomeli know that in the past 6 parents participated in the institute. 

· He told her that he would discuss with Dr. Wilkis

· Increase the number of students “Priority for Services” that attend. That way more students are able to attend that have the most needs.

· Karen Cadiero-Kaplan had commented that this be a competitive bid process. She (Maria Medina) is not in favor of this.

· Sue Stickel (CDE) was not in favor of it going to bid.

· Last three years no one from CDE has ever attended:

· Neither directors

· CDE personnel

· No one has observed this institute

· She (Maria Medina) has attended the openings, attended the classes

· She hopes that the CDE goes to observe the program

· They should also review all the contracts

· Mini-Corps

· PASS

· MEES Program went away and they were never informed of this

Salvador Arriaga let them know that he needed to know the name of parent that would participate in the interview. Only one parent can attend the interviews for MEO director.

Yolanda Sixto (Region 2) was selected by Maria Medina by way of raffle.

Two day meetings:

Maria Torres stated that meetings should be two days

Magdalena Burgos, Maria Sanchez, Maria Perea, Yolanda Sixto stated:

· She gets home at 11 p.m.

· It’s more dangerous

· Has to take a taxi home

· Too rushed

· Stipend should be the same for everyone. Not just the ones with Certificates of Eligibilities

· There is no rest the rooms have already been turned in

· It seems that directors are against the parents

· January meeting was very dangerous to attend

Ernesto Gutierrez accused other SPAC members that they have had meetings behind their backs and have sold out the SPAC.

Hector Contreras (Region 8) asked who at the CDE is responsible for their safety and making sure that they get home safely.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan stated:

· She has taken notes on the cancellations of Stipends and meetings

· She is taking issues to the CDE

· The invitation for dinner was not to pay for dinner but to get together and discuss the agenda

· This is the first group that does not seem to work with the CDE

· She does understand getting home late from the meeting but, that would still happen if it’s a two day meeting.

Martin Parea (Region 11):

· Ask CDE to work with the SPAC 

· Parents are volunteers but reinstate the stipends and two day meetings

· Today they only had 22 minutes to eat because they had to check out and where lost.

Maria Medina let the group know that:

· She let Lupita Cortez Alcalá know that some parents travel sometimes up to six hours commute

· She stated that Lupita Cortez Alcalá told her that she did not know why they cannot stay two days

· She (Maria Medina) feels that the SPAC does not deserve only 6 days a year.

· Stipends have always been given to everyone. After Sue Stickel and Phil Lafontaine same they cut the meetings back to six days.

· They have to consult with the SPAC, it’s the law. We have to give them the SPAC recommendations

· There are many obstacles for parents to attend these meetings. Suddenly it’s in federal law. There have always been federal laws.

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan:

· Let the SPAC know that she understand their concern. 

· It’s the function of the SPAC to advise the CDE. 

· Next meeting should include community building. 

· Many do not know each other. Everyone has to get to know each other.

Ernesto Gutierrez:

· It’s not that we have not we have not given her an opportunity to work with us. It’s the obstacles that are in these e-mails

· Made a motion to ask the CDE to add the two meetings and stipends for everyone

Magdalena Burgos second the motion

Maria Torres stated again the same issues on security

The motion was passed unanimously 

Public Commentary:

Clementina Delgado (Region 16 – 4 parents came)

· Their director authorized them to come

· A lot of information was given

· Hopefully the requests will be honored

· It seems that instead of adding they (CDE) is taking away

Maria Torres: Invited the SPAC to a banquet in Watsonville at Lakeview School.

Hector Contreras (Region 8) wanted to let the SPAC know that they needed to unify and take to the CDE the decisions that SPAC had made.

Anna Barbara (Region 16) felt that the meeting was very intense and good that they did not let certain people get rid of the Migrant Education Program.

Rosario Escobar (Region 16) noticed that a few people stayed quiet. She encouraged the parents to voice their opinions.

Fabiola Oleman

· First time she attended a meeting

· Karen Cadiero-Kaplan idea was good for a presentation on Team Building

Juan Antonio Parea

· They should add the Vice President, Secretary and other officers like before

· Anytime an SPAC member meets with CDE they should come back and tell the SPAC what they talked about.

Maria Medina stated that she has had conversations with the CDE and that they later lie about what was discussed. She has always opened the talks with the CDE. She could not meet with CDE because it was behind SPAC’s back. 
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