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Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by Kristin Wright, Chair.
Members Present:
Jan Brown 



Maureen Burness

Ken Denman

Morena de Grimaldi  

Betty Karnette

Susan Martinez

Alexa McBride (student)

Christina Michel-Albers 
Laurie Newton 

Tom Peraic



Naomi Rainey 

Laureen Sills
 

Matthew Stacy (student)

Jim Woodhead

Kristin Wright




Members Absent:  

Assemblymember Buchanan
Senator Liu


Diane Fazzi
Ronald Gonzales-Lawrence

Also Present:

Fred Balcom



Kathleen Smith

Jill Amick

Scott Kerby, Director,

Yvonne Chan

  State Special Schools
 

Announcements:

It was announced that an election to fill the vacant position of Vice Chair will be held. Therefore, self-nomination forms were distributed to each voting member in attendance.
Item 1: Orientation and strategic planning facilitated by Leading Resources Inc. (LRI)
Marcia Tennyson of LRI facilitated a strategic planning session for new and returning members of the Advisory Commission on Special Education (ACSE) and special education stakeholders.  The morning session included self- introductions and background information and an overview of the ACSE.

Item 3: 
Legislative and budget update from, respectively, Chris Reefe and Heather Carlson, Government Affairs and Charter Development Branch, California Department of Education. Review and discussion of proposed legislation and the ACSE’s stance, if any, on matters affecting special education
Heather Carlson provided a budget update and responded to inquiry.
Lunch 
The meeting temporarily adjourned at noon and reconvened at 1:04 p.m.
Item 1: Orientation and strategic planning facilitated by LRI
Marcia Tennyson of LRI facilitated the afternoon session which included small group exercises with members of the ACSE and special education stakeholders.  A room-wide discussion followed regarding priorities to focus on during the ACSE’s 2011–12 meeting year. A final report on the identified priorities was deferred until the next day’s meeting agenda.

Item 3: 
Legislative and budget update from, respectively, Chris Reefe and Heather Carlson, Government Affairs and Charter Development Branch, California Department of Education. Review and discussion of proposed legislation and the ACSE’s stance, if any, on matters affecting special education
Chris Reefe provided a legislative update and responded to inquiry.  

Item 2: 
Public comment on any matter not included on the printed agenda was solicited. 

Patrick Moran, Ph.D, assessment consultant and special education stakeholder, spoke to mental health issues in relation to ACSE priorities.
ADJOURN   

The meeting was adjourned at 3:56 p.m. until September 2, 2011, at 8:30 a.m.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Kristin Wright, Chair.

Members Present:
Jan Brown 



Maureen Burness

Ken Denman

Diane Fazzi



Morena de Grimaldi  
Betty Karnette

Susan Martinez


Alexa McBride (student)
Christina Michel-Albers Laurie Newton 


Naomi Rainey 

Laureen Sills
 

Matthew Stacy (student)

Jim Woodhead

Kristin Wright




Members Absent:  

Assemblymember Buchanan
Senator Liu


Tom Peraic 

Ronald Gonzales-Lawrence 
Also Present:

Fred Balcom



Kathleen Smith

Jill Amick

Scott Kerby, Director,

Yvonne Chan

  State Special Schools
 

Salute to the Flag:  Chair Wright led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Communications:  None

Announcements:

Chair Wright reminded audience participants and commission members that the meeting was Web cast live, to silence electronics, and to use people-first language.
Item 4:  Approval of minutes from prior meeting
The May 2011 meeting minutes were approved without objection.

Item 5: Operations and Planning

Vice Chair Election 

In accordance with ACSE election procedures, the presence of a quorum of eligible voters was confirmed and a secret ballot election was conducted, with the following majority result:  Christina Michel-Albers was elected Vice Chair for the 2011–12 year.

Commissioner Reports

Oral reports were presented by individual commissioners on matters related to his/her stakeholders group(s) and work related thereto.

Unfinished Business – Strategic Planning 

A list of priorities identified during the strategic planning session facilitated by LRI was presented and discussed.  The following members volunteered to serve on one or more ad hoc or standing committees: 

· Early Intervention – Christina Michel-Albers and Laurie Newton
· Communications – Laureen Sills and Kristin Wright 

· Transition – Morena de Grimaldi and Laurie Newton 

· Professional Development – Diane Fazzi and Kristin Wright

· Community Advisory Committees (CACs)  – Jan Brown and Matthew Stacy

· Grazer Outstanding Achievement in Learning (GOAL) Award – Christina Michel-Albers and Naomi Rainey 

· ACSE Officer Elections – Tom Peraic and Naomi Rainey 

· Policy – Jan Brown, Maureen Burness, and Ken Denman

· Legislative – Jan Brown, Maureen Burness, Morena de Grimaldi, Betty Karnette, and Jim Woodhead

Break
The meeting temporarily adjourned at 10:32 a.m. and reconvened at 10:48 a.m.

Item 6: State Board of Education report from Yvonne Chan, Member, State Board of Education (SBE) and SBE liaison to the Commission. 

Ms. Yvonne Chan reported on a variety of matters including, but not limited to: (a) implementation and alignment of common core standards with the needs of students with disabilities (SWDs); (b) assessment tools and the use thereof, i.e. SMARTER balanced assessment, California Modified Assessment; (c) the California high school exit exam and narrowing the achievement gap for SWDs; and (d) the role of the ACSE in assisting the SBE with developing policies that impact special education. 

Item 7: Organizational input was invited from representatives and stakeholder groups on issues of interest or concern.

Welcoming comments were provided to new and returning members of the ACSE from Barbara Shulman, California Teachers Association (CTA); Tim Delic, CTA; Joni Clark, CARS+; and Jan Mangini, California School Employees Association.

Jan Jones Wadsworth, retired, Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC), thanked the ACSE for their past support of and participation in matters associated with the CTC.

Item 8: 
Public comment on any matter not included on the printed agenda was solicited. 

Kevin Marchese, parent/advocate for students with disabilities, invited the commission to review his findings, analyses, and concerns with what he opined is pervasive noncompliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act at both the local and state level.

No action was taken.

Item 9: State Special Schools Report by Scott Kerby, Director, State Special Schools and Services Division, California Department of Education.

Mr. Scott Kerby reported on a variety of matters including, but not limited to, the goals of the two special schools for the deaf in California, one in Fremont and one in Riverside, as follows: (a) to increase student achievement; (b) to increase student enrollment; (c) to serve as a resource to local educational agencies, county agencies, and special education local plan areas for deaf education purposes; and (d) to improve articulation between the two special schools.

In addition, the three diagnostic centers located in northern, central, and southern California are responsible for assessment and evaluation, and training. 

Item 10: Report of the Director, Fred Balcom, Director, Special Education Division, California Department of Education. 
Dr. Balcom reported and responded to inquiry on matters that included but were not limited to: (a) the CTC and the recent addition of Linda Darling-Hammond, member of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Transition Team, and Rich Zeiger, Chief Deputy of the CDE, to its membership; (b) the CDE’s membership in the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium working to design an assessment system that ensures that all students, regardless of disability, have the opportunity to learn the common core standards and show what they know and can do; (c) the special education division’s efforts to modify California’s formula for calculating significant disproportionality; (d) the potential for the state to impose budget cuts to all state agencies if revenues fall short of projections (budget “trigger” mechanism); (e) preliminarily performance data indicating that autism as a disability category increased (within a 10-year span) 369 percent and that the total special education population grew about 4 percent, with autism now representing 9.7 percent overall; and (f) current statistics reflecting that approximately one percent of the special education population filed due process claims with the Office of Administrative Hearings and of these 0.04 percent were resolved with written finding(s). Considering the entire range of cases filed, 99.6 percent of the time parents were successful in achieving some satisfaction from the system.  

ADJOURN   

The meeting was adjourned at 12:13 p.m. until November 3, 2011. 
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