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Professional Learning Series 

The Professional Learning Series are collections of resources, primarily 
located in the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, that connect educators to 

specific topics intended to develop a progression for learning. 
Each flyer contains embedded hyperlinks to Digital Library resources. 
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Assessment Literacy—Foundational Series

Clarify
 Intended Learning 

This foundational series is designed for use by educators with lim
ited understanding of the Smarter Balanced 

assessment system. Educators interacting with this series will e
ngage in the formative assessment process 

while learning about the components that make up the Smarter Balanced assessment system.

Learning Goals:

n Educators understand that the design 

features of the Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessments, including tools for accessibility
 

and accommodations, re
sult in

 a fair, v
alid, and 

reliable test for all students.

n Educators understand the three core 

components of the Smarter Balanced 

assessment system provide comprehensive 

evidence of student progress toward career and 

college readiness.

n Educators understand that the Smarter Balanced 

Content Specifications describe claims and 

assessment targets associated with specific 

California State Standards and further define 

the depth of knowledge (DOK) at which targets 

should be assessed.

n Educators understand that both types of Smarter 

Balanced Interim Assessments provide 

evidence of student achievement of the 

California state standards.

Success Crite
ria:

n Educators can describe the two parts of the 

Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. 

n Educators can explain how Smarter Balanced 

Summative Assessment design features result 

in a fair, v
alid, and reliable test for all students.

n Educators can apply knowledge about each 

Smarter Balanced assessment component’s 

purpose to effectively use the evidence it 

provides.

n Educators can identify claims fro
m given 

assessment targets and can explain the 

connection between assessment targets and 

DOK.

n Educators can describe ways to use the Smarter 

Balanced Interim Assessments given the 

design and purpose of each type.

Title

Resource Overview

Understanding the Smarter  

Balanced Assessment System 

http://bit.ly
/1LaOjlc

This 30-minute interactive module provides an introduction to 

the three core components of the Smarter Balanced assessment 

system—summative assessments, interim assessments, and 

formative assessment practices—by describing how evidence 

generated by each core component may be used and how the 

comprehensive system enhances teaching and learning. 
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Smarter Balanced Digital  Library

Professional Learning Series

Assessment Literacy—Advanced Series

Clarify Intended Learning 

This advanced series is designed for use by educators who have had experience with all 

components of the Smarter Balanced assessment system. Educators interacting with this series will 

engage in the formative assessment process while learning how to evaluate and align classroom 

instructional and assessment tools with regard to depth of knowledge (DOK) and accessibility for all 

students.

Learning Goals:

n Educators understand that valid assessments 

are aligned to the intended learning. 

n Educators understand that measuring mastery 

of the California state standards requires 

assessing at specific DOK levels. 

n Educators understand that fair practices ensure 

assessments are accessible to all students and 

are free from bias.

Success Criteria:

n Educators can evaluate assessment items for 

alignment with intended learning. 

n Educators can evaluate classroom assessments 

for alignment with DOK and fair assessment 

practices.

n Educators can evaluate the alignment of 

instructional materials with DOK and fair 

assessment practice.

Resource Overview

This resource contains a 4-minute clip of Rick Wormeli, a well-known 

and respected advocate for change in education, discussing the 

use and importance of formative assessment as compared to and in 

conjunction with summative assessment. 

ELA Performance Tasks 

http://bit.ly/1p5zCp0

This resource demonstrates how teachers can use Smarter 

Balanced resources to develop performance tasks in English 

language arts. Teachers will be able to use these resources to plan 

their curricular content and instructional design to maximize 

successful implementation of the California state standards.
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Title

Why Formative Assessment?

http://bit.ly/1U1ZBus

Smarter Balanced Digital  Library

Professional Learning Series

The Formative Assessment Process—Advanced Series

Clarify Intended Learning 

This advanced series is designed for use by educators who can navigate the Digital Library and are ready 

to deepen their formative assessment practices.

Learning Goals:

n Educators understand the four attributes of the 

formative assessment process. 

n Educators understand that the implementation 

of all four attributes of the formative assessment 

process results in effective teaching. 

n Educators understand how additional theories 

and principles are integrated in the formative 

assessment process.

Success Criteria:

n Educators can describe how the formative 

assessment process improves teaching and 

learning. 
n Educators can describe examples of 

developmentally appropriate ways to implement 

the formative assessment process. 

Title

Resource Overview

The following sets of four modules are grade level 

specific. Select the appropriate grade span:

Grades 3–5 
Clarify Intended Learning http://bit.ly/1U1uAaG 

Elicit Evidence http://bit.ly/1QBbPH0 

Interpret Evidence http://bit.ly/1U25WWU 

Act on Evidence http://bit.ly/1TIWMyt

Grades 6–8
Clarify Intended Learning http://bit.ly/1M52d2Q 

Elicit Evidence http://bit.ly/2206kGL

Interpret Evidence http://bit.ly/21WN68o

Act on Evidence http://bit.ly/1QSf5xy

Grades 9–12
Clarify Intended Learning http://bit.ly/1UQpoW0 

Elicit Evidence http://bit.ly/1p5IACO

Interpret Evidence http://bit.ly/1MiC1lq

Act on Evidence http://bit.ly/1Riid38

Each grade span offers four 30-minute interactive 

modules isolating each attribute’s purpose in the 

formative assessment process.

These modules demonstrate how each attribute 

supports teaching and learning as well as 

developmentally appropriate ways educators can 

partner with students. 
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Grades K–2: 
Clarify Intended Learning http://bit.ly/1QSSAdh 

Elicit Evidence  http://bit.ly/1WfQ2pR 

Interpret Evidence http://bit.ly/1pCocJR

Act on Evidence http://bit.ly/1RigwTc

Smarter Balanced Digital  Library

Professional Learning Series

The Formative Assessment Process—Foundational Series

Clarify Intended Learning 

This foundational series is designed for use by educators with limited experience integrating the formative 

assessment process into instruction and/or limited understanding of the tools offered in the Digital Library.

Learning Goals:
n Educators understand the purpose of the 

Digital Library as an integral part of the Smarter 

Balanced assessment system. 

n Educators understand the four attributes of the 

formative assessment process. 

n Educators understand how to log in and navigate 

the Digital Library.

Success Criteria:
n Educators can describe the purpose and 

features of the Digital Library. 

n Educators can define the four attributes of the 

formative assessment process.

Resource Overview

Title 

This module provides an introduction to the three core 

components of the Smarter Balanced assessment 

system—summative assessments, interim 

assessments, and formative assessment practices—

by describing how evidence generated by each core 

component may be used and how the comprehensive 

system enhances teaching and learning. 

Digital Library Introduction for Teachers 

http://bit.ly/1E2gUy6

This PowerPoint presentation, with presenter’s script, 

was created specifically with the intent of helping to 

familiarize teachers with the Smarter Balanced Digital 

Library. It takes users on a tour of the Digital Library 

and focuses on accessing, filtering and navigating, 

marking favorites, using the forum features, and 

describing the four attributes of the formative 

assessment process (clarify intended learning, elicit 

evidence, interpret evidence, act on evidence).
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Understanding the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment System 

http://bit.ly/1LaOjlc

Smarter Balanced Digital  Library
Professional Learning Series

Supporting Student Accessibility Needs  
for Instruction and Assessment
Clarify Intended Learning 
This series offers educators support in meeting individualized instructional and assessment needs. Each 
resource in this series provides research-based information on teaching strategies that meet the needs of 
individual students.

Learning Goals:
n Educators understand that integrating Universal 

Design for Learning (UDL) and Vygotsky’s 
concept of Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 
principles help to design flexible instruction that 
moves learning forward. 

n	Educators understand that the universal tools, 
designated supports, and accommodations 
presented in the Smarter Balanced Usability, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines 
are designed to meet student needs on the basis 
of the demands of the Smarter Balanced Interim 
and Summative Assessments.

n	Educators understand that there is an overall 
pattern of achievement growth within and across 
grades for students with and without disabilities. 

n	Educators understand that focusing on what 
takes place in the classroom is critical to 
improving student outcomes. 

Success Criteria:
n Educators can incorporate UDL and ZPD 

principles throughout the formative assessment 
process.

n	Educators can recognize student access needs 
for the Smarter Balanced Interim and Summative 
Assessments and match Smarter Balanced 
universal tools, designated supports, and 
accommodations to those access needs.

n	Educators can identify how instructional factors 
can be incorporated in small and large ways at 
the classroom and school levels. 

n	Educators can characterize instructional actions 
in terms of the seven growth accelerators 
and adjust instruction to include more growth 
accelerators. 

Title Resource Overview

Understanding the Learner
http://bit.ly/1MilZs3

This 15-minute interactive module examines 
Vygotsky’s concept of ZPD and how it can be used 
to design instruction. Educators will also explore 
UDL principles and understand how to plan learning 
experiences that maximize opportunities for each 
student. Educators will learn how to incorporate both 
ZPD and UDL principles throughout the formative 
assessment process.

June 2016 n California Department of Education

Please note: A Digital Library account is required 
to access any Digital Library resource.


