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CALIFORNIA ALTERNATE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT FOR SCIENCE 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
This guide will help you follow your child’s report and the recommendations that are provided.  

 Your child’s information 
Here you find your child’s student number, date of birth, 
grade, California Alternate Performance Assessment 
(CAPA) level, test date, school, and local educational 
agency. If available, your mailing address also appears in 
this section. 

 Introductory Letter from the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Dear Parent/Guardian of [Child’s Name]: 

The 2015 California Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress (CAASPP) included a science test for 
grades 5, 8, or 10. This report shows your child’s scores 
on this California Alternate Performance Assessment 
(CAPA) for science. 

In 2014–2015, your child also participated in a field test 
for new tests for English–language arts/literacy and 
mathematics called the California Alternate Assessments 
(CAA). These new, online assessments will replace 
former CAPA tests in the future. Because these are field 
tests, your child’s answers were not scored and a score 
report was not issued. In the coming years, a new 
science component will be incorporated into CAA that will 
replace the CAPA science assessment. 

For a complete picture of your child’s progress, I encourage you to discuss these results with your child’s 
teacher(s). 

 Your child’s results on the CAPA 
See how your child did on the CAPA by looking where the pointer indicates on the performance level band. 
The number above the pointer is your child’s exact test score on the science test. There are five 
performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The goal in California is 
to have all students perform at proficient or above. CAPA performance levels are not equivalent to 
performance levels on other CAASPP tests. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This information is about the CAASPP score report for the CAPA for Science in grades 5, 8, and 10.   
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  Introduction to the new California Alternate 
Assessments (CAA)  
The back page of your child’s CAPA score report 
includes information about the CAA, which will replace 
the CAPA for English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics starting next year. 

More about the CAASPP System 
Questions about the CAASPP System or your child’s test 
results should first be directed to your child’s teacher(s). 
Additional information may be available through the school 
principal or counselor or on the California Department of 
Education, CAASPP Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/. 
How should I use these CAASPP System results? 
There are many ways you can monitor your child’s 
educational progress, including through classroom 
tests, assignments, and grades. You can use these 
sources of information to talk with your child’s teacher 
about specific areas for improvement. 
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