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Overview of Module

• Purpose and importance of 

accessibility supports

• Types of accessibility supports

– Universal tools

– Designated supports

– Accommodations

• Eligibility criteria for use

• Guidelines for use
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Accessibility Supports: 

Key Questions 

• Why the need for accessibility 

supports?

• What is involved in the effective 

implementation of the Smarter 

Balanced System of accessibility 

supports?
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Purpose and Importance of 

Assessment Accessibility

Equal opportunity for all students to 

demonstrate learning:

• During instruction

• On classroom assessments

• On Smarter Balanced assessments (both 

summative and interim)
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Purpose and Importance of 

Assessment Accessibility (cont.)

• Standardization and consistency of  

test administration procedures 

– Statewide

– Across schools within LEAs

• Accuracy and validity of test results
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Designated Supports

• Newest, inclusive category of 

supports.

• Systematic processes across the 

school and school district to identify 

and address identified student needs.

• Includes language supports for ELs.

• Available to ALL students.
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Pause and Reflect

• To what extent were designated 

supports utilized in your LEA during 

the 2014–15 school year?

• Which specific designated supports 

were utilized?

• Was there a focus on the needs of 

specific student groups, such as 

ELs?
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Matrix One
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2015–16 CAASPP Accessibility

Unlisted Resources 

• New — Unlisted Resources Request 

automated process/form

– Easier, streamlined process in the Test 

Operation and Management System (TOMS)

– IEP and Section 504 Plan flags in California 

Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System 

(CALPADS) are required

– Previously called Individualized Aid Form
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Guidelines for Use

General guidelines for use of all 

accessibility features:

– Student is familiar with the support(s).

– Supports are the same or similar to 

those used for instruction and 

classroom assessment.

– Student has multiple opportunities to 

practice with the support in a testing 

environment.
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Implementation Goal

The ultimate goal of the 

implementation process is to give 

all students every possible opportunity 

to demonstrate their best 

performance in the classroom 

on regular classroom assignments 

and assessments. 
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This is the end of this 

module.

The next module is

“Accessibility Supports –

Part II”
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