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Overview of Module

• The basics of hand scoring of the 

interim assessments

• Accessing the Interim Assessment 

Hand Scoring System

• Review materials needed to hand 

score items from the interim 

assessments.
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Scoring the Smarter Balanced 

Interim Assessments

• Most interim assessment items are 

scored by the Smarter Balanced test 

delivery engine.

• All ICAs and some IABs include items that 

require hand scoring.

• Hand scoring of constructed-response 

items and performance tasks is a local 

responsibility.
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Scoring the Smarter Balanced 

Interim Assessments (cont.)

• Results for individual students are 

generated only after the constructed-

response item scores and performance 

task scores are entered into the Interim 

Assessment Hand Scoring System 

(IAHSS). (Processing takes two full 

business days after hand scoring is 

complete.)

• Scoring is supported by training guides, 

rubrics, exemplars (i.e., anchor and 

practice papers). 4
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Accessing the
Smarter Balanced IAHSS

The Smarter Balanced IAHSS is part of the 

connected suite of systems (e.g., TOMS, TA 

Interface, Completion Status)
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Smarter Balanced IAHSS 
Home Page
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Hand Scoring Training 

Guides and Exemplars

7

• Available in two locations through 

http://www.caaspp.org:

– Within the IAHSS

– From the “Interim Assessments” button 

http://www.caaspp.org/
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Overview of Materials Needed for 

Hand Scoring of Smarter 

Balanced Interim Assessments

• Training Guide
– Provides information about the item

– Scoring rubric

• Exemplars
– Prep Set

• Student responses with scores and 

annotations

– Check Set
• Student responses without scores

• Includes answer key
8
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Activity: 

Complete an Item

Complete either the ELA or 

Math item on following page(s).

• ELA • Mathematics
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Pause the video to 

complete the activity 

Suggested time for the 

activity is 5 minutes
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Training Guides

ELA

• Cover page

• Stimulus or 
sources

• Item Stem

• Rubric(s)

• Condition code 
document

• Claim and target 
chart

Mathematics

• Cover page

• Stimulus for 
performance task

• Metadata table

• Item Stem
– Dependent item 

stem if applicable

• Rubric and 
exemplar response

• Condition codes
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Read the Training Guide

Silently read and be prepared to 

discuss:

– What are the subtle differences 

between the rubric scores?

– What do you see as challenges for 

students in the item?

– What might teachers learn from 

scoring this type of item?

– What are the important instructional 

implications? 12
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This is the end of this 

module.

The next module is 

“Smarter Balanced Interim 

Assessment Hand Scoring 

System, Part II”
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