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Overview of Module

• Overview of the 

teacher guide

– Purpose

– Structure

– Content and 

Features
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Teacher Guides

• The purpose is to deepen teachers’ 

understanding of the Smarter 

Balanced Summative Assessments, 

their alignment with the California 

Common Core State Standards, and 

their intended connection to 

classroom learning. 

• Synthesizes information from multiple 

sources into a single document.
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Bridging the Connections Between 

Assessments and the Frameworks

4



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction

Connecting Smarter Balanced 

Assessment to Classroom Learning
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Teacher Guides, continued

• Available by grade span

– Grades three through five

– Grades six through eight

– High school

• In both English-language arts and 

mathematics

• Highlight the changes in expectations 

as students move through the grade 

levels. 
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Teacher Guides, continued

• Review the fundamental features of 

the Smarter Balanced test design.

• Provide a framework for teachers to 

use evidence statements to build a 

lesson or classroom activity. 
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Teacher Guides, continued

• Explain how student skills and 

knowledge are assessed and 

reported through collecting and 

scoring evidence. 

• Provides examples of the range and 

types of items that appear on the 

assessments

• Discusses analyzing and interpreting 

student performance information.
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Where Can I Find the 

Teacher Guides?

• The Teacher Guides are posted on 

CDE’s CAASPP Teacher Guide: 

Smarter Balanced Assessments Web 

page at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/

sbteacherguides.asp
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This is the end of the 

spring CAASPP Institute 

modules. 

Thank you for watching!




