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August 26, 2011

Dear Categorical Program Directors and Supplemental Educational Services Program


Coordinators:

SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PER-PUPIL AMOUNT

This letter provides information about 2011–12 per-pupil amounts (PPA) that the local educational agency (LEA) should reserve for supplemental educational services (SES) for each eligible student receiving those services. The chart is provided as a courtesy to LEAs with at least one school identified for program improvement (PI) Year 2 or beyond, including direct-funded charter schools and county offices of education (COEs).

The chart of information is posted on the California Department of Education (CDE) SES Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ti/supplemental.asp. The amounts provided in the SES chart are considered the final calculation for the SES PPA for 
2011–12. Any statewide adjustments in Title I, Part A entitlements that may occur during the fiscal year will not impact the PPA calculation significantly enough to warrant changes. 

In the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended in 2001, Section 1116(e) of Title I, Part A requires provision of SES academic tutoring for eligible students from schools identified as PI Year 2 or greater. In those instances when the LEA is not the approved SES provider chosen by the parent via an equitable selection process, the LEA establishes service agreements with SES providers approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). Each SBE-approved SES provider serving the LEA must provide the LEA with its approved application to show the design of the tutoring plan that was proven to be effective according to the results submitted to the CDE in the application. The amount an LEA sets aside per child for SES is to be the lesser of two amounts described below, as defined in Title I, Part A Section 1116(e)(6):

AMOUNTS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES – The amount that a local educational agency shall make available for supplemental educational services for each child receiving those services under this subsection shall be the lesser of--(A) the amount of the agency's allocation under subpart 2, divided by the number of children from families below the poverty level counted under Section 1124(c)(1)(A); or (B) the actual costs of the supplemental educational services received by the child. 

For COEs, the PPA calculation is based on the census data referenced in the law and does not acknowledge the actual population of low income students that COEs serve within their specialized schools. The posted SES chart also includes the 20 percent public school choice and SES obligation for each LEA. 

For your information, the SBE has requested, and the United States Department of Education has approved, a waiver to allow the state to offer LEAs the flexibility to offer SES to eligible students in Title I schools in Year 1 of improvement and to count the costs of providing SES to those students toward meeting the LEA’s 20 percent obligation. To exercise this flexibility, an LEA must submit a waiver request to the CDE. 

If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Stephanie Smith, Education Programs Consultant, Title I Accountability & Partnerships Office, by phone at 916-319-0948 or by e-mail at ses@cde.ca.gov. For questions regarding the calculation of the entitlement for Title I, Part A for the LEA, please contact Leslie Sharp, Education Fiscal Services Assistant, School Fiscal Services Division, by phone at 916-323-4977 or by e-mail at lsharp@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Jeff Breshears, Administrator

Title I Accountability & Partnerships Office
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