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Background and Introduction of the Quality Education Investment Act State Review
The Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) is a result of the settlement of a lawsuit between the California Teachers Association and Governor Schwarzenegger due to the suspension of the minimum funding level for kindergarten through grade fourteen schools guaranteed by Proposition 98. The Legislature enacted Article 3.7 in 2006 to accomplish the following:


· Improve the quality of academic instruction and the level of student achievement in schools where there is a high level of poverty and complex educational needs. 


· Develop exemplary school district and school practices that create working conditions and classroom learning environments that attract and retain well qualified teachers, administrators, and other staff.


· Focus school resources solely on instructional improvement and services for students.
As part of the monitoring system that assures that the intent of California Education Code (EC) Article 3.7 be accomplished, EC Section 52055.740(a)(1)(D)(5) places responsibility on the California Department of Education (CDE) for conducting a review of the schools which did not meet their Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets in 2013. 

For each identified school, in your local educational agency (LEA), you must submit to the CDE the Annual Academic Performance Index Growth Target Summary and 

School Plan Analysis Report, addressing each of the bulleted elements described below by using the attached report template.

Roles and Responsibilities

Local Educational Agencies and Schools 
· Analyze the student achievement data that resulted in the school not meeting its API growth target or not meeting subgroup API growth target(s).
· Review the current Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) and use multiple sources of data to analyze factors leading to the lack of gains in student achievement. Multiple sources of data and research may include:
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· Standardized test scores 

· District/school benchmark test results 

· Current research

· CDE Academic Program Survey

· LEA Plan 

· Identify specific areas for improvement and student achievement goals based upon research and the analysis of school data. Specify which areas of improvement and student achievement goals were identified in previous year(s) and which are new. 

· Identify and implement appropriate strategies to achieve the goals as outlined in the school’s revised SPSA. The SPSA must include a description of:

· How the staff will collectively use formative practices and summative assessment results to focus on identified students’ learning needs in order to consistently monitor student progress.
· How parents will be involved in the school program.
· How the school will provide a system of early warnings to address the identified needs of underperforming students and to monitor student learning.

· How the professional development content and collaboration time (e.g., professional learning community or teaming model) will be monitored to ensure alignment with the school’s identified focus on instruction and improved student learning.
· Define timelines, staff and parent responsibilities, needed expenditures, and sources of funding to implement the strategies and attain the goals. 
· Define how the LEA and the school will support and monitor the implementation of the identified improvements in the SPSA through quarterly reflection and reporting on qualitative and quantitative measures defined in the revised SPSA.

County Office of Education  

County office of education QEIA monitors may (as contracted):


· Assist the LEA and school to review and revise its current SPSA.

· Support the LEA and school to monitor the effectiveness of the implementation of the strategies outlined in the school’s revised SPSA.

Timeline Requirements


· Each school that did not make its API schoolwide growth target for 2012–13 shall submit to its respective LEA the specific actions to be taken as outlined in the school’s revised SPSA.

· On or before February 28, 2014, the LEA shall e-mail the CDE School Turnaround Office the Annual Academic Performance Index Growth Target Summary and School Plan Analysis Report document. Include relevant portions of the SPSA and any other supporting documents.
E-mail report and supporting documents to:

Marsha Porte, Education Programs Consultant
School Turnaround Office

California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Suite 6208

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
mporte@cde.ca.gov
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