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What’s for the 2017 Smarter 
Balanced Administration

New
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2016–17 Available Testing Window

• Begins when 66 percent of instructional year
has been completed and continues through
last day of instruction:

– Applies to all grade levels, including
Grade 11

• Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments
will be available on Monday, January 9, 2017
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Accessibility Supports:
New Additions for 2016–17 

• Non embedded designated support:
Simplified test directions

• Non embedded accommodation:
100s Number Table starting in grade 4
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Integrating New Supports into 
CAASPP System

• Revised student setting user interface in Test
Operations Management System (TOMS)

– Applicable tests shown for each accessibility
resource

• Individual Student Assessment Accessibility
Profile (ISAAP) Tool

• Reorganized Unlisted Resources online request
form for easier completion
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Changes to the Unlisted 
Resources Online Request Form

• New response options and comment boxes
will allow CDE to ask for specific information
about the requested support

• CDE responses will indicate if the support is
already available on Matrix One
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Accessibility Resources

• CDE Student Accessibility
Supports Web page:
– Updated 2016–17 Matrix One

o Hyperlinked to short demo
videos of the embedded
Universal Tools, Designated
Supports, and Accommodations
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Student Accessibility Graphic

Smarter Balanced Resources–

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/accesssupport.asp



Accessibility Resources (cont.)

• CAASPP.org Web portal Accessibility Web 
page:

– Training videos
o Student Test Settings
o Using the ISSAP Tool

– Universal tools, Designated supports,  
Accommodations short demo videos

– Manuals and Quick Start Guides
http://www.caaspp.org/
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Technology and System Updates

• Technology Changes
• Test Operations Management System
• Test Administrator Interface
• Test Delivery Enhancements
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Technology Update:
Desktop Operating System

• Windows XP is no longer supported
– LEAs must update their Windows operating

systems to a current and supported version for
interim and summative testing for the 2016–17
school year.

– Users of Windows XP will receive an access
denied message if the Secure Browser is
launched.
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Technology Update:
Desktop Secure Browser

• Be sure to update to Secure Browser 9.x as
soon as possible

– Secure Browser 8.x will be decommissioned
on November 14

• Auto update feature of the Secure Browser is
not available at this time and desktop
computers must be updated to Secure
Browser 9.x
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System Updates: Test Operations
Management System (TOMS)

New

New

New

 

• System Downtimes Web page
http://www.caaspp.org/system-status/index.html

Alert System

– System wide announcement on CAASPP.org Web portal
home page

Improved templates to upload users, test administration 
assignments

– Includes new cover sheets with instructions and field
specifications

– Removal of “CA-” to SSID in templates

•

•
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• Assessments – new color-coding

System Updates: 
Test Administrator Interface

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 13

New

Assessments Color Assignment

Smarter Balanced Interim Green

Smarter Balanced Summative Red

Smarter Balanced Practice Tests Pink

Smarter Balanced Training Tests Purple

California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) Summative for 
English language arts/literacy and mathematics

Blue

CAAs Practice Tests Indigo

CAAs Training Tests Teal

California Science Test (CAST) Summative (i.e., pilot tests) Brown

CAST Training Test Orange



System Updates: 
Test Administrator Interface

• Selection of
Tests
– Must select each

grade

• Student login no
longer needs
“CA-”SSID
– Student only

needs first name
and SSID  as
reported in
CALPADS
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Expandable Items

Allows 
students to 
expand the 
test question 
just like the 
feature to 
expand a 
passage 
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Video Playback Controls

Added common 
video playback 
functionality such 
as scrubber, 
mute/unmute, 
and full screen
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Enhanced Contrast

Change the 
contrast on the 
menu button so 
that it is more 
visible to low 
vision students
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Normal Contrast

Enhanced Contrast



Test Delivery Enhancements:
Larger Zoom Levels

Adding 
5X, 10X, 
15X, and 
20X zoom
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Item Badges

Status indicators for 
items:
• Items marked for

review

• Item has been
printed

• Item has notes
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Item Security and Information Bar

• Screen has added
bar code that can
be decoded and
tracked if someone
takes a picture of
the screen and
posts to social
media

• Information bar now
shows a student’s
name, session ID,
and last time item
was saved
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Test Delivery Enhancements:
Additional Changes

• Video Check at Test Start

• Enhanced muting of system volume for braille
and JAWS 16+ users

• Enhanced speech synthesis for Linux
computers

• Limits on item responses for science
assessments
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2016–17 Manuals

• Manuals will be
released in phases
– Aligned with system

downtimes

• Manuals have
been consolidated
– Embedded links for

easier selection of
information
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2016–17 Manuals Available Soon

• TOMS Pre-administration Manual
– Login and passwords
– Adding and managing users
– Test administration set-up
– Test registration
– Student test settings (will be available in November)

• Interim Assessment User Guide

• Completion Status Reports

• Technical Specifications and Configuration Guide for CAASPP
Testing

– Secure Browser
– Technical specifications for online testing
– System requirements
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Online Reporting System and  
Completion Status Reports 

24

• Now separate systems—new looks
• Completion Status: How to use different reports to

track students completion status
• Online Reporting System (ORS)—additional data

provided
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New  Look: Completion Status 
Reports

• Completion Status
Reports have been
separated from the
Online Reporting
System (ORS)

• Users have
different levels of
access depending
upon designated
role
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Completion Status: 
Using different reports to 

track students
The completion data provided enable users to 
determine which students:
• Have or have not completed a particular test
• Have or have not started a particular test
• Have a test that will expire within a certain

number of days
• Have started a test session within a certain

date range
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ORS Update

• Student online
results will be
available three
weeks student
completes testing

Will provide scoring
information on the
ELA PT “Full-Write”
after testing
completed
statewide
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2017 Student Score Reports

• Conducted focus groups with parents,
teachers, and other stakeholders

• Feedback focused on reduction of
duplicative text, graphical display of
claims, and how best to display
comparison information
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Additional Resources

29

Parents/Guardians

Students Teachers
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Parent Guides to the Smarter 
Balanced Summative 

Assessments
Grade-span specific (grades 
3–5, 6–8, and grade 11).
Provides sample test items 
for each achievement level.
Available in English and 
Spanish. 
Posted on the CDE’s Smarter 
Balanced Summative 
Assessments Guides 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/
sbacparentguides.asp. 
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TestScoreGuide.org/ca

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 31



CAASPP Student Score 
Report Guides

Posted on the 
Understanding the 
CAASPP Student 
Score Reports Web 
page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
ta/tg/ca/caasppssrepo
rts.asp
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“Understanding the CAASPP 
Student Score Report” Video

• Explains how to interpret results

• Highlights key features of report

• In English and Spanish

• Posted on CAASPP Student Score Report 
Information Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrinfo.asp
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CAASPP Teacher Guides: 
Smarter Balanced Assessments

Posted on the CDE’s 
CAASPP Teacher Guide: 
Smarter Balanced 
Assessments Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/
ca/sbteacherguides.asp
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Contact Information

CAASPP Office

Phone: 916.445.8765

E-mail: caaspp@cde.ca.gov

Web pages: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca
http://www.caaspp.org
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