California Department of Education
September 2014

Sample Letter for Parents Regarding the NCSC Pilot 2 Test
Schools may adapt this letter and print it on school letterhead.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child has been invited to participate with [School Name] in a nationwide pilot of a new, innovative assessment of English language arts and mathematics. This assessment was developed by the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. This letter has more information about this upcoming pilot test, including how your child and his or her teacher will participate.

[The state], 23 other states, and five organizations are members of NCSC. NCSC is funded by the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. As a consortium, NCSC created an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards as well as instructional resources. The expectation for achievement on the alternate standards, while high, will be different than for students who take the general assessment. The overall goal of the NCSC assessment and instructional resources is to make sure that all students achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-high school options such as college, careers, and the community. 
NCSC and [the state] have invited [the school] and eligible students in grades 4–9 and 12, including your child, to participate in the Pilot 2 Test. Your child will take the Pilot 2 Test for the previous grade in which your child was enrolled because the test will be given in fall 2014 and your child will not yet have had a full year of instruction in the currently enrolled grade. Your child will take the Pilot 2 Test in either English language arts (including reading and writing), or reading and mathematics. 
Participation in the NCSC Pilot 2 Test provides your child and his or her teacher an opportunity to try out the new test questions using the online format. Individual student results will not be provided because the purpose of the NCSC Pilot 2 Test is to gather information to assist further test development. Your child’s participation is critical to the development of the NCSC assessment. 

The NCSC Pilot 2 test window is October 20 until November 14, 2014. The Pilot 2 Test will be given to your child during the school day. The test will include a variety of questions, some easier, some harder. The test may be paused and resumed based on your child’s needs. 
For more information about NCSC, please visit the consortium’s website at www.ncscpartners.org. There are resources for parents including details about the project and instructional resources at http://www.ncscpartners.org/resources. If you have questions, please contact [School Contact] at [School Contact Information].
Thank you for your attention to this letter, and for your child’s participation in the NCSC Pilot 2 Test. If you have questions, please contact [SCHOOL PRINCIPAL or SPECIAL EDUCATION COORDINATOR]
Sincerely,
[SCHOOL PRINCIPAL or SPECIAL EDUCATION COORDINATOR]
[CONTACT INFORMATION]

