Spotlight on CAHSEE

What Is Done to Help Students Who Need Assistance When Taking the CAHSEE?

All California public school students, except eligible students with disabilities (see Students with Disabilities section), must satisfy the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirement, as well as all other state and local graduation requirements, to receive their high school diploma. The CAHSEE requirement can be satisfied by passing the examination, or for eligible students with disabilities, meeting the exemption requirements pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60852.3, or receiving a local waiver pursuant to EC Section 60851(c). 

The California Code of Regulations, Title 5, (CAHSEE Regulations) describe test variations for the following groups of students taking the CAHSEE: all students, students eligible according to their individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan, and students who are English learners. The CAHSEE regulations are posted on the California Department of Education (CDE) CAHSEE Administrative Documents Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/admin.asp.

Test Variations for All Students

Extra time within the testing day, marking in the test booklet, and receiving simplified or clarified directions are test variations for the CAHSEE that may be provided to all students.

Test Variations for Eligible Students 

Examples of test variations only available to students who regularly use them in the classroom include special or adaptive furniture, special lighting or acoustics, or being tested individually in a separate room.

Test Variations for Students who are English Learners

Students who are English learners must be permitted to take the CAHSEE with certain test variations if used regularly in the classroom. For example, if regularly used in the classroom, English learners must be permitted to hear the test directions in their primary language or use a translation glossary.

Students who are English learners are required to take the CAHSEE in grade ten with all other grade ten students. During their first 24 months in a California school, English learners are to receive 6 months of instruction in reading, writing, and comprehension in English (EC Section 60852). During this time, they are still required to take the CAHSEE.

Students With Disabilities

Eligible students with disabilities are exempt from the requirement to pass the CAHSEE as a condition of graduation from high school (EC Section 60852.3). An eligible student, as defined in the law, is a student with an IEP or Section 504 plan that indicates that the student has satisfied or will satisfy all other state and local requirements to receive a high school diploma on or after July 1, 2009. Students with disabilities are required, in grade ten only, to take the CAHSEE to meet state and federal requirements, but not as a condition of graduation.

The CAHSEE regulations specify accommodations and modifications that students with disabilities must be permitted to use if specified in the student’s IEP or Section 504 plan for use on the CAHSEE, standardized testing, or for use during classroom instruction and assessments.

How long will the exemption last?
EC Section 60852.3 states that this exemption shall last until the California State Board of Education (SBE) makes a determination that alternative means, by which an eligible student with a disability may demonstrate the same level of academic achievement in the content standards required for passage on the CAHSEE, are not feasible or that alternative means are implemented. On July 14, 2010, the SBE determined that alternative means are feasible and on February 9, 2011, adopted permanent regulations extending the implementation date to July 1, 2012. The exemption from meeting the CAHSEE requirement remains in place until alternative means are implemented.
Accommodations for Students With Disabilities

An accommodation is a change in the testing environment or process that does not alter what the CAHSEE measures or affect the comparability of scores. Examples of accommodations for the CAHSEE include using a Braille transcription, having the mathematics part of the test read to the student or having it orally presented on an audio CD, and having extra time beyond the school day to complete the examination.

Students who use an accommodation and earn a score of 350 or higher have passed that part of the examination.

Modifications for Students With Disabilities

A modification is a change in the testing environment that fundamentally alters what the CAHSEE measures and affects the comparability of scores. Examples of modifications for the CAHSEE include using a calculator on the mathematics part of the examination, having the English–language arts part of the examination read to the student or having it presented on an audio CD, or using Manually Coded English or American Sign Language to present the test questions to the student.

Students who use a modification and earn the equivalent of a passing score on one or both parts of the CAHSEE have not passed the examination.

Eligible students with disabilities, who wish to meet the CAHSEE requirement by passing the examination and have earned the equivalent of a passing score while taking the CAHSEE with a modification, can apply for a local waiver of the CAHSEE requirement from their local school board if they choose to. (Although the local waiver is still technically in effect, the exemption under EC Section 60852.3 eliminates the need for the local waiver for students who are eligible for the exemption.)

More information on the CAHSEE exemption, test variations, accommodations, modificat-ions, and the local waiver process can be found on the CDE CAHSEE Accommodations and Modifications Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/accmod.asp or the CDE CAHSEE Frequently Asked Questions Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/faq.asp.
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