
What Middle School Teachers and Administrators Need to Know About the CAHSEE


Although the California High School Exit 
Examination (CAHSEE) will not be administered 
to students until they are in grade ten, it is 
crucial that their teachers and administrators 
recognize and help students who are potentially 
at risk of not passing the examination. Students 
in grades 7-12 who do not demonstrate 
sufficient progress towards passing the exit 
examination must be offered supplemental 
instructional programs (Education Code Section 
37252). To effectively address these concerns, 
teachers and administrators need to be familiar 
with the CAHSEE. The questions and answers 
that follow provide middle school teachers with 
information they need to help students prepare 
for this graduation requirement. 

What is the CAHSEE? 

The CAHSEE is an examination all California 
public school students must pass to receive 
their high school diploma. Students also must 
meet all other state and local requirements to 
receive a diploma. 

The purpose of the CAHSEE is to improve 
student achievement in high school and to 
help ensure that students who graduate 
from high school can demonstrate grade-
level competency in reading, writing, and 
mathematics. 

What subjects are on the CAHSEE? 

The CAHSEE has two parts: English-language 
arts and mathematics. The English-language 
arts portion assesses the knowledge and skills 
of state-adopted English-language arts content 
standards through grade ten, which includes 
reading and writing. The reading portion covers: 

• Vocabulary
• Informational reading
• Literary reading

The writing section covers: 

• Writing strategies
• Writing applications
• Writing conventions

The mathematics part of the CAHSEE assesses 
the knowledge and skills of state-adopted 
mathematics content standards for grades six 
and seven and Algebra 1. The mathematics 
portion covers: 

• Statistics, data analysis, and probability
• Number sense
• Measurement and geometry
• Algebra and functions
• Mathematical reasoning
• Algebra 1

Students must demonstrate mastery of 
computational skills and show a foundation 
in arithmetic, which includes working with 
decimals, fractions, and percentages. 

What types and how many questions are 
on the exam? 

The English-language arts part of the exam 
includes 79 multiple-choice questions and a 
writing task. The writing task requires students 
to write a biographical composition, an 
informational or persuasive essay on a specific 
topic, or a response to a literary or informational 
passage. 

The mathematics part of the exam includes 92 
multiple-choice questions. 

When do students take the CAHSEE? 

The CAHSEE is first administered at the school 
site to all grade ten students during regular 
school hours. The English-language arts portion 
is administered on the first day of testing, and 

the mathematics part is administered on the 
second day of testing. 

What content on the CAHSEE is covered 
in middle school? 

Although most of the standards addressed 
on the English–language arts portion of the 
CAHSEE are taught at the high school level, 
the content taught in middle school includes 
foundational skills needed to learn the content 
described in the high school standards for 
English-language arts. 

The majority of questions on the mathematics 
part of the exam measure knowledge and skills 
of content standards for grades six and seven 
and Algebra 1. 

How can teachers identify the founda-
tional knowledge and skills middle school 
students need to learn? 

All of the state content standards covered 
on the CAHSEE are listed in the CAHSEE 
blueprints. The blueprints include the number of 
test questions (items) on the CAHSEE for each 
subject tested and show which standards are 
being addressed by strand. 

A thorough understanding of the California 
content standards covered on the CAHSEE and 
the test questions addressing them can help 
teachers focus their instruction on specific 
foundational skills students need to learn. This 
information also can help teachers and 
administrators identify at-risk students and 
better prepare them for the examination. 

The CAHSEE blueprints for English-language 
arts and mathematics are available on the 
CAHSEE Resources Web page at:
http://go.usa.gov/x9gYc.

http://go.usa.gov/x9gYc


Are there any resources to help middle 
school teachers prepare students for the 
CAHSEE? 

The following resources are available for 
teachers: 

Teacher Guides: The California Department of 
Education (CDE) has produced teacher guides 
for the CAHSEE in English-language arts and 
mathematics. These guides summarize the 
essential knowledge and skills covered in each 
strand of the state’s content standards, followed 
by information and examples of how these 
standards may be tested on the CAHSEE. 

Released Test Questions: Sample CAHSEE 
test questions from previous administrations 
of the CAHSEE for English-language arts 
and mathematics are available for teachers to 
download. These items provide examples of 
the type of questions on the CAHSEE, and how 
they address the standards. 

The CAHSEE teacher guides and released test 
questions are located on the CAHSEE 
Resources Web page at:
http://go.usa.gov/x9gYc.

How can teachers prepare middle school 
students for the CAHSEE? 

The best way teachers can prepare middle 
school students for the CAHSEE is to cover 
grade-appropriate content standards during 
regular classroom instruction. Teachers should 
monitor the levels at which their middle school 
students perform on standards-based 
assignments and assessments to determine 
areas of strength and specific areas that need 
improvement. Areas that need improvement 
should be emphasized whenever possible. 
Teachers should consider further support to 

meet the needs of students who perform below 
or far below basic on the California Standards 
Tests. 

How can middle school teachers address 
the needs of students with disabilities and 
English learners? 

Teachers can use previous test data, classroom 
achievement, and teacher recommendations 
to determine the skill level and learning needs 
of students with disabilities or English learners. 
Students with disabilities and English learners 
then can be enrolled in specialized programs 
that target their individual needs. 

Students with disabilities may use test 
variations, accommodations, and/or 
modifications for classroom instruction or 
to take the CAHSEE, as specified in their 
individualized education programs (IEPs) or 
504 plans. English learners also may use 
specified variations for instruction or testing. 
Allowable assistance for students with 
disabilities is listed in Matrix 1. Matrix of Test 
Variations Accommodations, and Modifications 
for Administration of California Statewide 
Assessments. Allowable assistance for English 
learners is listed in Matrix 2. Matrix of Test 
Variations for Administration of California 
Statewide Assessment for English learners. 
Both documents are available on the CAHSEE 
Accommodations and Modifications Web page 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/accmod.asp. 

For more information about the CAHSEE 

Visit the CAHSEE Web site at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/ 

California High 
School Exit 

Examination


Information for 

Middle School Teachers


and Administrators


California Department of Education 

September 2008 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/accmod.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/
http://go.usa.gov/x9gYc


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Standard]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




