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Released in July 2011, 

• The Framework K-12 Science 
Education Practices, Crosscutting 
Concepts, and Core Ideas has been 
widely disseminated among the science 
and engineering communities across 
the United States. 

• This document was created through the 
National Research Council (NRC) 
which brought together 18 experts in 
the fields of science and education. 
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The Vision of the 
Framework 

• All students, over multiple years of 
school, actively engage in science 
and engineering practices and 
apply crosscutting concepts to 
deepen their understanding of the 
core ideas in these fields. 
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The Framework  

• Represents the first 
comprehensive document in over 
16 years that addresses the needs 
of science and engineering 
education and will serve as the 
basis of the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS). 
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The Framework 

• Organizes science education 
around three dimensions 
1. Scientific and engineering practices 
2. Crosscutting concepts 
3. Disciplinary core ideas 
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California’s Role 

• California is one of the lead states 
in the review of the Next 
Generation Science Standards. 

• In April 2012, the draft NGSS will 
be released nationally for public 
comment. 
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What Can you do to 
Prepare for the Review? 

• You may download a PDF copy of 
the Framework at  

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?rec
ord_id=13165 
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Sign up for email updates at 
http://www.nextgenscience.org/ 

http://www.nextgenscience.org/
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Sign up for email updates at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/ngssi

ntrod.asp 
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