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Overview of Module

• Resources to help make connections 

between claims, assessment targets, 

and standards:

– Claim Descriptions

– Test Blueprints

– Achievement Level Descriptors
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Mindset

• Think about engaging teachers

− In reflection of instructional practice 

and standards implementation

− Using results and other evidence of 

student learning to inform that 

practice and implementation

• Think about supporting teachers

− Professional learning

− Tools, materials, time
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ELA Claim Descriptions

4ELA and Mathematics Claim Descriptions are located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp
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Mathematics Claim Descriptions

5ELA and Mathematics Claim Descriptions are located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp
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Making Meaning
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“A claim is a summary statement 

about the knowledge and skills 

students will be expected to 

demonstrate on the assessment 

related to a particular aspect of 

the CCSS.”

“… assessment targets describe the expectations of 

what will be assessed by the items and tasks within each 

claim. 
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Resources to Support 

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results

• Summative Assessment Blueprints

• Claims Alignment Documents

• Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors

• Content Specifications

• Item Specifications

• Understanding the Student Score Report

• Teacher Guides (Under Construction) 7
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Summative Assessment 

Blueprints

Grade Six ELA Partial Example

Summative Assessment Blueprints can be found at 

www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
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Claims – Assessment Targets 

– Standards – Grade Six ELA

Other grades and content areas are available on the Riverside County Office of 

Education Web site at http://www.rcoe.us/educational-services/instructional-

services/california-standards/assessment/

http://www.rcoe.us/educational-services/instructional-services/california-standards/assessment/
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Pause the video to 

complete the activity 

Suggested time for the 

activity is 5 minutes
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Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors (ALDs)
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Mathematics and ELA/literacy ALDs and College Content-Readiness Policies 

can be found at: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-levels/

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-levels/


TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction

12

Activity: 

Review Threshold ALD for Grade 

Six ELA, Reading, Targets 1 – 7, 

Standard Met

•What would be useful for your teachers to 

think about when reading these ALDs? 

•Do your teachers ask their students to 

demonstrate these skills and knowledge?

• In what ways? 

•Do students have multiple opportunities? 
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Resources to Support 

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results

• Summative Assessment Blueprints

• Content Specifications

• Items Specifications

– http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smar

ter-balanced-assessments/#item

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
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Resources to Support 

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results (cont.)

• Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors

– http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievem

ent-levels/

• Claims Alignment Documents

– http://www.rcoe.us/educational-

services/instructional-services/california-

standards/assessment/

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-levels/
http://www.rcoe.us/educational-services/instructional-services/california-standards/assessment/
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Resources to Support 

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results (cont.)

• Understanding the Student Score Report

• Parent Guide to the Smarter Balanced 

Assessments

– http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrepo

rts.asp

• Curriculum Frameworks

– http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/index.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssreports.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/index.asp
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This is the end of this 

module.

The next module is

“Accessibility Supports –

Part I”
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