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 Introduction

Educating students takes a team effort involving educators, parents, guardians, and students in the learning process. To effectively carry out this shared responsibility, each member of that team must have a common understanding about the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program and the role it plays in ensuring that all students acquire the skills, knowledge, and abilities defined by California’s content standards for core subjects. 

The California Department of Education (CDE) has developed this information packet 
to provide staff at both the school district and school site levels with information on administering the STAR tests; communicating with parents about the STAR program; interpreting and explaining STAR test results; and communicating with the public about the results. 

Materials for a variety of uses are provided in this guide. For example, “A Quick Look at What’s New for 2012,” on page 4, can be copied by the STAR district or test site coordinator and shared with school principals at a management team meeting. Principals in turn can share that information at a weekly faculty meeting. The materials meant for duplication and distribution to parents and guardians include guides to the STAR tests, the brochure Helping Your Children Achieve, and sample letters for parents and guardians. 

Extensive information about the STAR Program, including this guide, is posted on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.  



Part 1: Understanding the 
2012 STAR Program
· A Quick Look at What’s New 
for 2012
· Program Overview

· California Standards Tests
· California Modified Assessment

· California Alternate Performance 
Assessment

· Standards-based Tests in 
Spanish


A Quick Look at What’s New for 2012
As of 2012, several new changes have been implemented in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, as listed below.
Regulations. STAR Program regulations have been updated. Some notable changes to the regulations follow. 
For all STAR tests—the California Standards Tests (CSTs), California Modified Assessment (CMA), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS):
:
· The definitions of “test examiner” and “translator” have been updated. (California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Education [5 CCR] Section 850 [t] and [w])

· The procedures for pupil exemptions have been updated. (5 CCR Section 852)

· The testing window has been extended by 4 days, to 25 days: 12 instructional days before and 12 instructional days after the date on which 85 percent of each school’s, track’s, or program’s instructional days are completed. (5 CCR Section 855 [a] [1])

· The language of the STAR Test Security Agreements (5 CCR Section 859 [b]) and STAR Test Security Affidavit (5 CCR Section 859 [d]) has been updated.

· County/district of residence information needed for students with individualized education programs (IEPs) has been clarified. (5 CCR Section 861 [a] [19])
The complete STAR regulations are available on the California Department of Education Administrative Documents Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/admin.asp.
For the CMA: 
· The eligibility criteria for the CMA have been added to the regulations. (5 CCR Section 850 [i] [3])
· Accommodations for the CMA have been added to the regulations. (5 CCR Section 853.5 [d]) 

For the CSTs, CMA, and STS: 
· Highlighting in the test booklet has been added as a testing variation. (5 CCR Section 853.5 [2])

· Regulations regarding student markup test booklets for grades two and three (excluding marking answer option circles) have been clarified. (5 CCR Section 853.5 [2])
Policy. The following policy changes apply to each of the STAR tests: 

· Definitions in the Primary Disability Codes table have been edited to align with the definitions in the Code of Federal Regulations.

· Primary language codes have been removed for English and American Sign Language. 

· The parenthetical alternative spelling of language 39 has been changed to “Chiuchow.”
Test booklets and answer documents. Several changes have been made to the STAR test booklets and answer documents. 
For each of the STAR tests:
· The box for Statewide Student Identifier has been renumbered to 12a.

· Section 12b, “Statewide Educator Identifier (SEID) for ELA Teacher” and Section 12c, “Statewide Educator Identifier (SEID) for Math Teacher” have been added.

· Section 13, “NPS School Code,” now appears on the back page of the test booklets and answer documents.

· Section 18, related to schools participating in the Alternative Schools Accountability Model (ASAM), has been changed to ask whether a student has been enrolled in school less than 80 days (previously 90 days) prior to testing.

· Sections 24 and 25, related to English Learners (ELs), have been updated to clarify that those sections apply to schools in the United States or one of its territories.

· The boxes that contain Sections A1, A2, and A3 are now shaded. 

For the CST for Writing and CMA for Writing:
· Special Conditions E, M, P, T, and Y have been removed from Section A2 of the writing prompt and response booklets.

· Option J has been removed from Section A3 of the writing prompt and response booklets.
For the CST and CMA in grades five through eleven:  

· Section 22 has been revised to ask whether students whose language proficiency is reclassified fluent-English proficient have scored proficient or advanced any three years on the CST for English–language Arts and/or the CMA for English–language Arts. 
For the CMA: 

· An option circle for “Section 504 plan” has been added to Section A3. (This is to be used only to indicate that the student used accommodations that are in his/her Section 504 plan. The student must have an IEP in order to be eligible to take the CMA.)
For the CMA in grades nine and ten:
· If a student is pre-identified to take one or more CMA tests in grades nine and ten, both a pre-identified CST answer document and a pre-identified CMA answer document will be provided for that student. 
If a student takes the CMA tests for all subjects, only the completed CMA answer document should be returned. If a student takes a combination of CMA and CST tests, both the CMA and CST answer documents must be returned
For the CAPA: 
· The column containing the “5” option, which is used only at CAPA Level I, has been highlighted.

· Option Y (“This document replaces a lost or destroyed answer document or test booklet.”) has been added to Section A2.  
Accommodations and Modifications. Changes in accommodations and modifications have been implemented as well. 
For the CST for Writing and CMA for Writing: 

· An option circle for accommodation B has been added, that the student provided a response to the writing prompt on a separate sheet of paper and that response was transcribed onto a scorable response booklet.

· Reading aloud or signing writing prompts and passages is now an allowable accommodation. (5 CCR Section 853.5 [c] [15] and [c] [16]) 

For the CMA:
· Braille test forms are now available for the CMA for English–language Arts in  grades ten and eleven and for the end-of-course CMA for Geometry.

Program Overview

Until 1998, California had no comprehensive, statewide testing and accountability system. As a result, the state was very limited in measuring how students were performing in comparison with their peers statewide or across the nation. We could not directly measure California’s achievement gap. In addition, schools were not directly held accountable for student achievement results. 

In 1998, California first implemented the STAR program for all our students. A year later, the Academic Performance Index (API) was implemented to provide a tool to measure annual growth and hold schools accountable for reaching student achievement goals. 

Over the next four years, the state aligned its testing system to its world-class rigorous content standards, which describe what students should know and be able to do in each grade and subject tested. Those standards were developed by a renowned commission of educators, policymakers, and school leaders to determine what our students need to know in order to graduate from high school fully prepared to face the challenges of higher education or the workplace. Our standards today are nationally acclaimed and considered amongst the best and most rigorous in the world. 

Today, parents, educators, policymakers, and the general public are able to view every school’s measured annual performance and compare those results to our statewide goal of proficiency for every child. We also now have valid, reliable data with which to make informed decisions about where education dollars should be focused. 

The STAR Program currently consists of the following four operational components:

· The CSTs, which measure students’ achievement of California’s content standards.
· The CMA, an alternate assessment, which measures students’ achievement of California’s content standards on the basis of modified achievement standards for eligible pupils who have an IEP and meet the CMA eligibility criteria adopted by the SBE. 

· The CAPA, an alternate assessment, which measures students’ achievement of California’s content standards for students with an IEP who have significant cognitive disabilities and who are unable to take the CSTs with the appropriate accommodations and/or modifications and/or the CMA with the appropriate accommodations. 
· The STS, which measures students’ achievement of California’s content standards and which are administered to Spanish-speaking ELs who either 
receive instruction in Spanish or who have been enrolled in school in the United States less than 12 months. 
All students in grades two through eleven, including students with disabilities and students who are English learners, participate in the STAR Program. The only exceptions are students whose parents or guardians have submitted to the school a written request to exempt them from STAR Program testing (EC Section 60615). 

Other things you should know about the STAR tests:

· CSTs are developed by California educators and test developers specifically for California. They are designed to measure students’ acquisition of the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in the twenty-first century. 

· CSTs are not designed to diagnose individual student’s skills; rather, they are intended to hold schools accountable for educating our children. 

· A child cannot fail the CSTs; rather, the tests measure a school’s success in educating the child. 

· Our testing and accountability system, for the first time, sheds critical light on our achievement gap and forces schools to address this gap by ensuring all their children are adequately educated. 

· Students are not punished for a school’s poor performance; rather, additional resources and appropriate interventions are provided to struggling schools. 

· Concerns have been raised about teachers “teaching to the test.” However, because our CSTs are directly linked to our world-class standards, “teaching to the test” now means that teachers are teaching the standards. 

· Statewide testing takes most of our students less than 1 percent of their yearly instructional time. 

2012 Test Administration Window
Previous to 2012, STAR test administrations were given a 21-day window. Beginning with the 2012 test administration, a 25-day window will be in place, scheduled for 12 days before and 12 days after the day on which a school completes 85 percent of its instructional days for the year (California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 855 available on the CDE Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/starregs0207cln.doc). Exact testing dates may vary by school district and school. Some school districts may start testing as early as February 2012, and other districts may not test until June 2012.
The writing tests for the CST and CMA in grades four and seven are scheduled for March 6, 2012, with a makeup date of March 7, 2012; or, for schools, programs, and tracks not in session during the March administration, May 1, 2012, with a makeup date of May 2, 2012. 
STAR Test Results

Individual student results for all test components of the STAR Program will arrive in most school districts by August 2012. Within 20 business days after the student reports have been received, the school district must distribute them to parents and guardians. 

Group results for schools, school districts, counties, and the state will be posted in August 2012 on the CDE STAR Results Web page at http://star.cde.ca.gov/. To ensure students' privacy, individual student results and results for groups of students or schools with ten or fewer scores will not be posted.

While a school district might use STAR test results to help make decisions about student placement, promotion, retention, and other considerations related to student achievement, the test scores should never be used solely to make such important decisions. Rather, school districts also should consider local assessments, classroom tests, student grades, and teacher recommendations in making these decisions.

A high school student’s STAR test results do not go on his or her school transcript unless the parent or guardian has signed a release or has submitted a written request allowing the school or school district to do so. Students, parents, and guardians may authorize the release of a student’s test results to colleges or universities for the purpose of credit, placement, or admission (EC Section 60641).

Parents and the STAR Program

A parent’s or guardian’s request to school officials to excuse their child from any or all parts of the STAR Program testing (EC Section 60615) shall be granted. Parents may specify the test(s) from which the student is to be exempted (i.e., all tests or some of them) and the length of time that the parent’s or guardian’s request remains in effect (i.e., the current school year or longer).

Parents and guardians must be provided with their child’s STAR test results within 20 working days after the school district has received them from the testing contractor. The STAR Program reports are mailed by the school or district to each student’s home. 

By law (EC Section 60616), parents and guardians may not view the tests of the STAR Program. The tests are secure tests and must not be seen by anyone other than the parties specified by law (e.g., school board members, legislators). This stipulation helps to maintain the integrity of the tests and ensures that the rights of all students are protected. 
Parents may specify the test(s) from which the student is to be exempted (i.e., all tests or some of them) and the length of time that the parent’s or guardian’s request remains in effect (i.e., the current school year or longer).

Golden State Seal Merit Diploma

The Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD), established in 1997, provides recognition to public school graduates who have demonstrated mastery of the high school curriculum in designated areas. Each school district or charter school that confers high school diplomas is required by law (EC sections 51450–55) to maintain appropriate records in order to identify students who have earned a GSSMD and to affix the GSSMD insignia to the diploma and transcript of each qualifying student. Information is available on the CDE Golden State Seal Merit Diploma Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/meritdiploma.asp.


California Standards Tests

The CSTs have evolved over the STAR Program’s 11 years of operation. The development of the CSTs for English–language arts and mathematics began in 1999 with items that augmented the Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition (SAT/9), a national norm-referenced test designated for the STAR Program. In 2001, the CST end-of-course mathematics tests were separated from the SAT/9 and became stand-alone tests. That action meant that the SAT/9 items that had been used for the CSTs were replaced with items developed specifically to measure California’s content standards. In 2003, the CSTs for history–social science and science were developed as stand-alone tests, and the CSTs for mathematics in grades two through seven as well as the CSTs for English–language arts in grades two through eleven became stand-alone tests. 

Developed exclusively for California’s public schools, the CSTs are designed to measure how well students are achieving the content standards adopted by the State Board of Education. The content standards are available on the CDE Content Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss. 

The following three types of CSTs are included in the STAR Program:

1. CSTs that are based on content standards for a specific grade and subject, such as mathematics for grade two and English–language arts for grade ten.

2. CSTs administered in the secondary grades that are based on the content standards for specific courses, such as Chemistry, World History, and Geometry. These often are referred to as the end-of-course (EOC) CSTs.

3. CSTs that cover selected content standards for a specific subject, but for multiple grades. Two examples are the CST for Science in grade five, which covers science content standards for grades four and five, and the CST for History–Social Science in grade eight, which covers history–social science content standards for grades six, seven, and eight.

CST Format, Grade Levels, and Subjects 

The questions for the CSTs, with the exception of the writing component of the CST for English–language arts in grades four and seven, are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question and asked to select the correct answer from four possible choices. Students in grades two and three mark their answer choices in the test booklet, and students in grades four through eleven mark an answer document.

Released test questions on the CSTs from prior test administrations are posted for 
public viewing on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. In addition, a new STAR exemplars Web 
site has been launched to help parents and teachers gain a better understanding of the CSTs and other aspects of the STAR Program. The new Web site includes former test questions as well as a parent guide for each grade level. The information can be viewed on an Educational Testing Service Web site at www.starsamplequestions.org (Outside Source).

The CSTs are given for the following grades and subjects:

· Grades two, three, and four


•
English–language arts*

•
Mathematics

· Grade five


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science

· Grades six and seven*

•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics

· Grades eight and nine


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science


•
History–social science
· Grade ten


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science


•
History–social science

· Grade eleven


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science


•
History–social science

The CSTs are not timed tests. School districts are provided with recommended times, which vary by grade and subject, for students to complete the tests. Students who are actively working on a test at the end of the recommended time must be allowed more time to complete it.
Writing Task in Grades Four and Seven

In addition to a multiple-choice portion, the CST for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven contain a writing portion. This writing component is formally called the California Writing Standards Test, for which a raw score is reported on the individual STAR Student Report under the English–language arts reporting cluster “Writing Applications.”

The writing component contains an open-response writing task, or writing prompt. Students in grade four are required to produce one of three types of writing: a fictional narrative; a summary of a reading passage; or a response to literature. Students in grade seven are required to produce once of four types of writing: a fictional narrative; a summary of a reading passage; a response to literature; or a persuasive letter or essay.

The score on the written response is combined with the results of the multiple-choice questions to produce an overall score and the performance level for the CST for English–Language arts. Teacher guides for the Writing Standards Tests have been prepared from prior years’ writing tasks and are posted for public viewing on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

EOC CSTs

Mathematics, science, and history–social science are the three subjects for which EOC CSTs have been developed.
EOC CSTs for Mathematics 

The STAR Program includes six mathematics EOC CSTs, which are given in grades seven through eleven in accordance with the following guidelines:

· The CST for Algebra I is for students in grades seven through eleven who are completing Algebra I. This CST is based on the content standards for Algebra I.

· The CST for Geometry and the CST for Algebra II are for students in grades eight through eleven who are completing the respective mathematics course. These CSTs are based on the content standards for Geometry or Algebra II, respectively.

· The CSTs for Integrated Mathematics 1, Integrated Mathematics 2, and Integrated Mathematics 3 are for students in grades eight through eleven who are completing the respective Integrated Mathematics course. These CSTs are based on selected combinations of the content standards for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.

In addition to the six mathematics EOC CSTs noted above, there are two others, administered to students in the following situations:

· The CST for General Mathematics, for students in grades eight and nine who are not enrolled in or not completing a standards-based mathematics course

· The CST for Summative High School Mathematics, for students in grades nine through eleven if they:


–
Have completed or will complete a course higher than Algebra II or Integrated Mathematics 3 in the 2011 summer session or during the 2011–12 school year; or


–
Previously completed Algebra II or Integrated Mathematics 3 and are taking no mathematics course or are taking a higher-level mathematics course

EOC CSTs for Science

A total of eight science EOC CSTs are included in the STAR Program, four of which are based on the content standards for courses in earth sciences, biology/life sciences, chemistry, and physics. Students who are completing one of those standards-based science courses must take one of the appropriate science EOC CSTs if they are completing, repeating, or taking another course that is aligned to the blueprint of that same test.

Students in grade ten are required to take the CST for Life Science, which covers selected content standards for middle school life sciences and high school biology. In addition to this test, students in grade ten also may take a science EOC CST for the course they completed during the summer session or are completing that school year. 

EOC CST for History–Social Science

The history–social science EOC CST is the CST for World History. This CST may be taken in grade nine, ten, or eleven.

STAR Student Reports for the CSTs

The 2012 STAR Student Reports for the CSTs will show scale scores and performance levels for all subjects and grades tested. The State Board of Education established five performance levels for reporting CST results: advanced; proficient; basic; below basic; and far below basic.

CST Results

The CST results provide information that can be used with other achievement data, including the results of the CMA or STS, to identify students’ academic strengths and areas that need improvement. The STAR Student Report for the CST is one source of information about the progress students are making in school. Grades, classroom work, and the results from other classroom and district assessments should be reviewed for a more complete picture of each student’s academic progress.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.

California Modified Assessment

The CMA is an alternate assessment, based on modified achievement standards, for eligible students with disabilities who have an IEP and meet the CMA eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE). The CMA eligibility criteria are posted on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp. Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the federal government has provided states with flexibility to develop an alternate assessment based on modified achievement standards. The CDE has been developing the CMA to meet this need.

In November 2006, a pilot test was conducted for the CMA in grades two, three, and five to gather information about the population of students to be tested. In April 2007, blueprints for the CMA for English–language arts and mathematics in grades three through five and for science in grade five were adopted by the SBE. There is no grade two CMA because of the SBE-adopted CMA eligibility criteria that require a student to have taken a CST in a previous grade. In September 2007, CMA blueprints for English–language arts in grades six through eight, mathematics in grades six and seven, and science in grade eight were adopted by the SBE. 
The CMA was administered for the first time in 2008 to eligible students in grades three through five. In May 2008, CMA blueprints for English–language arts in grades nine and ten, Algebra I, and science in grade ten were adopted by the SBE.
The CMA was administered to eligible students in grades three through eight in 2009. In September 2009, CMA blueprints for English–language arts in grade eleven and for geometry were adopted by the SBE. 
Determining  A Student’s Eligibility to Take the CMA

Each student’s IEP team decides whether the student is eligible to take the CMA. The student’s IEP must specify the CMA for STAR participation, and it must be revised annually to include CMA participation. Students who take the CMA are those whose IEP specifies the following criteria:

1. Previous participation. Either (1) The student shall have taken the California Standards Test (CST) in a previous year and scored Below Basic or Far Below Basic in the subject area being assessed by the CMA and may have taken the CST with modifications; or (2) the student scored proficient or advanced on the CAPA Levels II through V in two previous years.

2. Progress based on multiple measures and objective evidence. The student’s disability has precluded the student from achieving grade-level proficiency, as demonstrated by such objective evidence as the student’s performance on the CST and other assessments that can validly document academic achievement within the year covered by the student’s IEP. The determination of the student’s progress must be based on multiple measurements, over a period of time, that are valid for the subjects being assessed. 
3. Response to appropriate instruction. The student’s progress to date in response to appropriate grade-level instruction, including special education and related services designed to address the student’s individual needs, is such that, even if significant growth occurs, the IEP team is reasonably certain that the student will not achieve grade-level proficiency within the year covered by the student’s IEP.
4. High school diploma. The student who takes alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards is not precluded from attempting to complete requirements, as defined by the State, for a regular high school diploma.
5. Parents are informed. Parents of students selected to be assessed with the CMA are informed that their child’s achievement will be measured based on modified achievement standards.
CMA for Science in Grade Five

Because the science assessments are not given prior to grade five, a student may meet the first part of the participation criteria for the CMA for Science if he or she took the CST for English–Language Arts or the CST for Mathematics in a previous year and scored below basic or far below basic on either test.
CMA for Science in Grade Eight

A student may meet the first part of the participation criteria for the CMA for Science in grade eight if, in a previous year, he or she scored either of the following:

· Below basic or far below basic, even with accommodations or modifications, on the CST for English–Language Arts or the CST for Mathematics

· Proficient or advanced in the English–language arts or mathematics portion of CAPA Levels II through V

CMA Administration

In spring 2012, the CMA will be administered as follows:

· CMA for English–Language Arts in grades three through eleven
(Students taking the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four 
and seven also will take the CMA for Writing.) 

· CMA for Mathematics in grades three through seven

· CMA for Algebra I (end of course for grades seven through eleven)

· CMA for Geometry (end of course for grades eight through eleven)

· CMA for Science in grades five and eight

· CST for Life Science in grade ten

Questions on the CMA, with the exception of a writing component of the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven, are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question and asked to select the correct answer from three possible response options. The CMA questions are presented differently from the questions on other STAR Program tests in that the font is larger, reading passages are shorter, and more graphics are included. Students in grade three mark their answers in the test booklet, and students in grades four through eleven mark their answers on an answer document. Examples of the format differences between the CSTs and the CMA are available on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp.
The CMA is not a timed assessment. School districts are provided with recommended times, which vary by grade and subject, for students to complete the tests. Students who are actively working on a test at the end of the recommended time must be allowed more time to complete it.

Writing Task in Grades Four and Seven

In addition to the multiple-choice questions, the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven contains a writing portion. This writing component is formally called the California Modified Writing Standards Test, for which a raw score is reported on the individual STAR Student Report under the English–language arts reporting cluster, “Writing Applications.” The writing component contains an open-response writing task, or writing prompt. Students are required to produce one of three types of writing: a fictional narrative; a summary of a reading passage; a response to literature; or a persuasive letter or essay.

The California Modified Writing Standards Tests were developed specifically to be more accessible to eligible students than are the California Writing Standards Tests. The features that make the CMA writing component more accessible include shorter reading passages, which may be read aloud as an accommodation; use of language that is simpler and easier to read; wider lines in the student response booklet; and the inclusion of a graphic organizer or writing map. (A graphic organizer is a graphic chart students use to organize ideas and information to facilitate writing.)

The score on the written response is combined with the results of the multiple-choice questions to produce an overall score and the performance level for the CMA for English–Language arts. Teacher guides for the Writing Standards Tests have been prepared from prior years’ CST writing tasks and are posted for public viewing on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. Although the guides do not feature the CMA writing tasks or sample CMA student responses, they describe the process used in scoring student writing and provide the California rubrics used for scoring student responses to the writing tasks.
Testing Variations and Accommodations for the CMA

If a student with disabilities has an IEP specifying that the test questions for the CMA and/or the writing component of the CMA for English–Language Arts are to be read aloud, the text and/or prompt may be read aloud. Additional testing variations and accommodations may be provided to students as specified in the “Matrix of the California Modified Assessment Tests Variations and Accommodations for the 2010 Administration.” The matrix is posted on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp. It also is available in the 2012 STAR District and Test Site Coordinator Manual, Appendix M.
STAR Student Reports for the CMA

The reporting process for the CMA is much like the process used for other tests in the STAR Program. School districts receive STAR Student Reports for the CMA to distribute to parents and guardians. School districts also receive district and school reports for use by district and school staff. Group CMA results for schools, school districts, counties, and the state are posted annually on the CDE STAR Results Web site at http://star.cde.ca.gov/. 

The STAR Student Report for the CMA for 2012 will show scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grades three through nine; for mathematics in grades three through seven; for Algebra I; and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. The report will show percent correct scores for English–language arts in grades ten and eleven and for geometry.
CMA Results

CMA results are used in many important ways. A student’s IEP team—including teachers, administrators, parents, guardians, and support staff—uses CMA results to help monitor the student’s academic progress. CMA results also are used to determine whether the student should take the CMA or CSTs in subsequent years. Individual student results are combined to prepare reports by grade and subject for each school, school district, and county and for the state. The results are used with other information about student achievement to help make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs. The CMA scores also are used along with results of other state tests to meet state and federal accountability requirements.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.

California Alternate Performance Assessment
The CDE developed the CAPA to comply with the requirements of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the ESEA. In order to meet those requirements, California must show evidence that all students are included in our statewide assessment and accountability system. The CDE is required to develop and implement an alternate assessment for students with disabilities who cannot take part in general statewide assessment programs. The CAPA is an alternate assessment for students with an IEP who have significant cognitive disabilities and who are unable to take the CSTs with the appropriate accommodations and/or modifications or the CMA with the appropriate accommodations.
The CAPA links directly to California’s content standards for each grade. The CAPA has five levels and is administered individually by a test examiner. CAPA Level is for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. It is scored on the basis of the degree of independence students demonstrate when completing each task. CAPA Levels II through V correspond to students’ grade placement and are scored by the test examiner for the accuracy of the student’s response. A second examiner independently scores the CAPA responses for 10 percent of the students assessed at each school and each level to verify the reliability of the scoring. 

The CAPA was initially developed by the CDE’s Special Education Division as required by the IDEA. The CAPA was first administered in 2003. In 2005, the CDE and CAPA assessment review panels reviewed and revised the CAPA blueprints to bring them into alignment with the federal ESEA requirement that the CAPA be linked to grade-level content standards. In March 2006, revised CAPA blueprints were adopted by the SBE. Item development for the new assessments began in June 2006. Items were field-tested 
in 2007, and operational testing took place in 2008. Currently, the CAPA includes the following assessments:
	CAPA Level
	Grade Range
	Subjects

	I
	Two through eleven
	English–language arts, mathematics, and science

	II
	Two and three
	English–language arts and mathematics

	III
	Four and five
	English–language arts, mathematics, and science

	IV
	Six through eight
	English–language arts, mathematics, and science

	V
	Nine through eleven
	English–language arts, mathematics, and science


No further CAPA tests are planned for development. 

CAPA Eligibility
Each student’s IEP team determines whether the student will take the CAPA and which of the five levels of the CAPA he or she will take. Those determinations must be specified in the student’s IEP. Most students eligible for the CAPA take the level that corresponds to their grade placement.

To determine the grade for students in ungraded programs taking the CAPA in 2012, subtract five from their chronological age on December 2, 2011. For example, a 
student who was eleven years old on December 2 would be given the grade-six tests 
(11 years – 5 = grade-six tests).

Administration of the CAPA

The CAPA is administered individually by a certificated or licensed member of the district staff who has been trained annually in CAPA testing procedures. The examiner asks the student to perform a task, observes the performance, and scores and records the performance according to a specific scoring rubric (guide).

All students taking the CAPA in 2012 will be assessed in English–language arts and mathematics. Students taking the CAPA in grades five, eight, and ten also will be assessed in science. 

STAR Student Reports for the CAPA

The reporting process for the CAPA is very similar to the process used for other tests within the STAR Program. School districts receive STAR Student Reports for the CAPA to distribute to parents and guardians. School districts also receive school and district reports for use by school and district staff. Group CAPA results for schools, school districts, counties, and the state are posted annually on the CDE STAR Results Web site at http://star.cde.ca.gov/.

The CAPA reports for the 2012 administration will provide results that describe how well students achieved on an assessment linked to California’s content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science (in grades five, eight, and ten only). The report will show CAPA scale scores and performance levels in English–language arts and mathematics for Levels I through V and in science for Levels I, III, IV, and V. The SBE established five performance levels for reporting CAPA results: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic.

CAPA Results

CAPA results are used in many important ways. A student’s IEP team—including teachers, administrators, parents, guardians, and support staff—uses CAPA results to help monitor the student’s academic progress. CAPA results also are used to determine whether the student should take the CAPA, CMA, or CSTs in subsequent years. Individual student results are combined to prepare reports by grade and subject for each school, school district, and county and for the state. The results are used with other information about student achievement to help make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs. The CAPA results also are used along with the results of other state tests to meet state and federal accountability requirements.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.


Standards-based Tests in Spanish
In addition to the requirement of administering the CSTs or the CMA to EL students, 
EC Section 60640 requires that ELs who either receive instruction in their primary language or who have been enrolled in school in the United States less than 12 months be administered a test in their primary language. STS results are not used for state or federal accountability purposes.

Spanish is the only language for which a primary language test has been designated because no tests for languages other than Spanish have been submitted by bidders to the SBE for consideration in response to requests for submission. The Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), published by CTB/McGraw-Hill, was designated as the primary language test in Spanish and administered from 1999 to 2005. 

In 2004, EC Section 60640(f)(3) was added to state law, authorizing—subject to the availability of funds—the development of standards-based primary language tests in reading/language arts and mathematics and requiring that once a standards-based primary language test is available, it should be administered in place of the primary language test designated by the SBE in that language. The Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3) was designated in 2005 and administered from 2006 through 2008. The STS was developed to meet the requirement of EC Section 60640(f)(3) and replaced the Aprenda 3 as STS grade-level tests became operational.

The Aprenda 3 was administered for the first time in 2006 in grades two through eleven. 

In 2006, the CDE began the development of the STS for reading/language arts and mathematics to replace the Aprenda 3.
In 2007, the Aprenda 3 was administered in grades five through eleven, and the STS was administered in its place in grades two through four. In 2007, the STS was administered in grades two through four. In 2008, the Aprenda 3 was administered in grades eight through eleven, and the STS was administered in grades two through 

seven. Beginning in 2009, the STS was administered in grades two through eleven, replacing the Aprenda 3 for all grades. 
Currently, the STS includes the following assessments:

	STS Subject
	Grades

	Reading/language arts (grade level)
	Two through eleven

	Mathematics (grade level)
	Two through seven

	Algebra I (end-of-course)
	Seven, eight, nine, ten, or eleven

	Geometry (end-of-course)
	Eight, nine, ten, or eleven


No further STS assessments are planned for development. 

The STS measures how well ELs have achieved the content standards for English–arts that address reading/language arts and the content standards for mathematics. In addition, all students in grades two through eleven who are ELs must participate in the STAR Program by taking the CSTs and/or the CMA, which are administered in English. The STS is administered during the same 21-day window established for the CSTs. Within that window, the STS may be administered before or after the CSTs.

All STS questions are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question and asked to select the correct answer from four possible choices. Students in grades two and three mark their answer choices in the test booklet. Students in other grades mark their answer choices on a separate answer document.

The STS is not timed. School districts are provided with recommended times, which vary by grade and subject, for students to complete the test. Students who are actively working on a test at the end of the recommended time must be allowed more time to complete it.

STS Eligibility

Spanish-speaking ELs are required to take the STS in addition to the CSTs if either of the following criteria applies:

· They receive instruction in Spanish (regardless of how long they have been in school in the United States); or

· They have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months (cumulative).

At the option of the school district, schools also may use the STS to test Spanish-speaking ELs who have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and who are not receiving instruction in Spanish. 

EL Students with Disabilities

Most EL students with disabilities take the CSTs, the CMA, or the STS along with other students under standard conditions. Some EL students with disabilities may require testing variations, accommodations, and/or modifications to be able to take the CSTs, the CMA, or the STS. More information can be found in “Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments” (August 2011), which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/. 
STS Test Takers and Allowable Testing Variations for the CSTs and CMA
For the CSTs and the CMA, which are administered in English, ELs may use English-to-primary-language translation glossaries or word lists that are regularly used in the classroom and do not include definitions or formulas. Assistance of this particular type may be provided for all content areas except English–language arts. Students who take the CSTs or CMA may have test directions translated into Spanish and may ask clarifying questions in Spanish. ELs may be tested separately if such a setting is a part of their regular classroom instruction or assessments. 

The variations allowed for ELs are listed in “Matrix 2. Matrix of Test Variations for Administration of California Statewide Assessments for English Learners” (August 2011), which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/. 

STAR Student Reports for the STS

The STAR Student Reports for the STS will provide scores and performance levels for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades two through seven (except reports for students taking Algebra I in grade seven). The reports will show percent correct scores for reading\language arts in grades eight through eleven, for Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, and for Geometry in grades eight through eleven
STS Results

The STS results provide information that may be used with other achievement data, including the results on the CSTs or the CMA, to identify Spanish-speaking EL students’ academic strengths and areas that need improvement. Parents and guardians should review areas of concern with their child’s teachers to discuss specific help needed to improve their child’s learning.

The STAR Student Report for the STS is one source of information about the progress Spanish-speaking ELs are making in school. Parents, guardians, and teachers also should review grades, classroom work, and the results from other classroom and standardized tests for a more complete picture of each student’s academic progress.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.
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Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the 
2012 STAR Program

The tests of the STAR Program are an important part of the state and federal assessment and accountability systems. These achievement tests target English–language arts and mathematics in grades two through eleven. In addition, tests targeting science and history–social science are given in selected grades. The STAR tests are administered each spring to measure how well students in California’s public schools are achieving the California content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, that describe what all students in California public schools should know and be able to do in particular subjects at different grade levels.

Educating students is a team effort. Parents, guardians, students, schools, and communities benefit when there is a shared responsibility for learning. To fully participate as a part of this team, parents and guardians should have an understanding of the STAR Program. Answers to commonly asked questions about the 2012 STAR Program are provided below. 

Who participates in the STAR Program?

All students in grades two through eleven in California’s public schools, including students with disabilities and students who are English learners, participate in the STAR Program each spring.

What are the tests of the 2012 STAR Program?


California Standards Tests (CSTs), which measure students’ achievement of the content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, science, and history–social science. These tests are given in grades two through eleven.


California Modified Assessment (CMA), which measures students’ achievement of the content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. In 2012, this assessment will be given to students with an individualized education program (IEP) in grades three through eleven who meet the eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education.

· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), which measures students’ achievement of the content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. This assessment is given to students in grades two through eleven who have an IEP and significant cognitive disabilities and are unable to take the CSTs or CMA with accommodations or the CSTs with modifications.
· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), which measure students’ achievement of content standards for English–language arts that address reading/language arts and content standards for mathematics. These
assessments are given in Spanish to Spanish-speaking English learners in grades two through eleven.
Must all students participate in STAR Program testing?

Yes. All students must participate unless their parents or guardians have submitted to the school a written request to exempt their child from STAR Program testing (Education Code Section 60615). It is highly important that all students take part in the STAR Program. Each school district and school must have at least 95 percent of its students participate in statewide assessments in order to meet federal accountability requirements.

When will I receive my child’s test results?

Most parents and guardians will receive their child’s STAR Student Report, which contains their child’s test results, by the end of September. Note that your child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.

What information will my child’s STAR Student Report include?

If your child took the CSTs, his or her STAR Student Report for the CSTs will show scores and performance levels for each subject on which he or she was tested. It will include scores for the specific content areas within each subject tested as well as a California Reading List (CRL) number. You can use the CRL number, which is based on your child’s score on the CST for English–Language Arts, to access a list of books that are at your child’s reading level. The list is available on the California Department of Education (CDE) California Reading List Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/readinglist.asp. You may find this list helpful when selecting books for your child to read at home.

If your child took the CMA, his or her STAR Student Report for the CMA for 2012 will show scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grades three through nine, for mathematics in grades three through seven, for Algebra I, and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. The STAR Student Report will show percent correct scores for English–language arts for students in grades ten and eleven and for geometry.
If your child took the CAPA, his or her STAR Student Report for the CAPA will show scores and performance levels for English–language arts and mathematics if he or she is in CAPA Level I, II, III, IV, or V and for science if he or she is in grade five, eight, or ten and in Level I, III, IV, or V.

If your child took the STS, his or her STAR Student Report for the STS will show scores and performance levels for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades two through seven (except students taking Algebra in grade seven). It will show percent correct scores for reading/language arts in grades eight through eleven and for Algebra I and Geometry in grades seven through eleven. The STAR Student Report for the STS is provided in Spanish.
What are the performance levels?

The five performance levels are: advanced; proficient; basic; below basic; and far below basic. Performance levels of proficient or advanced on the STAR Student Report indicate that your child is meeting or surpassing the state’s target for academic achievement. Performance levels of basic, below basic, or far below basic indicate areas of learning that need improvement. An explanation about all of the information included in your child’s report will accompany the report. 

How are the 2012 STAR test results used to improve my child’s education? 


They provide information about each child’s progress that is used to help parents, guardians, and teachers work together to improve student learning. 


They can be used by schools to help make decisions about how best to support student achievement.


They can be used along with other available data to assist in identifying students for promotion or retention and for special intervention or enrichment programs. Test results, however, should never be used as the only source of information to make important decisions about a student’s education.

For More Information
If you have more questions about California’s content standards or the STAR Program tests, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. The content standards are available on the CDE Content Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the 
California Standards Tests

The California Standards Tests (CSTs) are given to students in grades two through eleven as a part of the STAR Program. Developed exclusively for California public schools, the CSTs provide information that can be used to determine how well students are achieving state content standards, which describe the knowledge and skills that students should acquire in each grade. California’s content standards for all subjects and grades tested are available on the California Department of Education (CDE) Content Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/. Answers to commonly asked questions about the CSTs are provided below.

Who takes the CSTs?

All students participating in the STAR Program take the CSTs except students whose individualized education program (IEP) specifies that they take the California Modified Assessment or the California Alternate Performance Assessment. 

What is done to help students with disabilities who take the CSTs?

Some students with disabilities may require testing accommodations and/or modifications to be able to take the CSTs. These are listed in “Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments” (October 2010), which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.

Test variations are allowed for any student who regularly uses them in the classroom. Accommodations and modifications must be specified in each student’s IEP or Section 504 plan. Note that no testing below or above a student’s designated grade is allowed.

What is done to help students who are English learners?

During testing, students who are English learners may use English-to-primary-language translation glossaries or word lists that regularly are used in the classroom for all content areas on the CSTs except English–language arts. The glossaries or word lists may not include definitions or formulas. English learners may have test directions translated for them and may ask clarifying questions in their primary language for all CSTs, including the CST for English–Language Arts. Variations allowed for English learners are listed in “Matrix 2. Matrix of Test Variations for Administration of California Statewide Assessments for English Learners” (August 2011), which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.
Which grades and subjects are included in the CSTs?

The following grades and subjects are included:

· Grades two, three, and four


•
English–language arts*

•
Mathematics

· Grade five


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science
· Grades six and seven*

•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics

· Grades eight and nine


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science


•
History–social science
· Grade ten


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science

•
History–social science
· Grade eleven

•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science

•
History–social science
What content is tested on the CSTs?

There are three kinds of CSTs, all of which are based on California’s content standards:


Grade-level CSTs that are based on content standards for a specific grade and subject


End-of-course CSTs administered in the secondary grades that are based on content standards for specific courses, such as Algebra I, Chemistry, and World History

CSTs that cover content standards for a specific subject for more than one grade, such as the CST for Science (Grade 5)

What question format is found on the CSTs?

With the exception of the writing component of the CST for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven, all CST questions are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question, or a passage and corresponding questions, and asked to select the correct answer from four possible choices. 

Released test questions on the CSTs from prior test administrations are posted 
for public viewing on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. In addition, a STAR exemplars 
Web site is available. It includes former test questions as well as a parent guide 
for each grade level. The Web site can be viewed at www.starsamplequestions.org 
(Outside Source).

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the CSTs or other tests in the STAR Program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

Parent/Guardian Guide to the California 
Writing Standards Test in Grades Four and Seven

Public school students in grades four and seven participating in the California Standards Tests (CSTs) complete a writing task as a part of the CST for English–Language Arts. This writing task is called the California Writing Standards Test, or the CST for Writing. The writing task is based on California’s strategy, application, and convention standards for writing, which are a part of the English–language arts content standards. Answers to commonly asked questions about this test are provided below.

What type of writing does the writing task require?

The type, or genre, of writing required is not announced in advance. Students may be asked to write a fictional narrative (story), a response to literature, a persuasive letter or essay, or a summary of a reading passage.

Where can parents and guardians see sample writing tasks?

Writing tasks used in previous STAR Program test administrations have been released for public viewing, and they include samples of student responses for each possible score point. They can be found in the teacher guides that are available on the California Department of Education (CDE) STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

How much time are students given to respond to the writing task?

The CST for Writing is not timed. Students are given approximately 75 minutes to read the information, plan their written response, and complete a first draft. Students who are actively working at the end of the allotted time are allowed more time to complete their responses. 

How are the students’ responses scored?

The readers who score the writing take into account that each response is an on-demand first draft. These readers are trained to use specific guidelines (the rubrics and direction from the California teachers who establish the score ranges) to score the students’ responses. These rubrics are included in the teacher guides available on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. 

What are the key traits readers look for to determine the score?

Readers carefully read each response to determine the level of writing skill the student has shown, as indicated by the scoring rubric. For example, readers examine the writing to determine whether ideas are thoroughly developed and supported with appropriate details. Readers also evaluate the writing for organization, word choice, sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics (e.g., spelling, punctuation, capitalization).

Helping Your Child Improve His or Her Writing
Here are some suggestions for helping your child improve his or her writing skills: 


Talk with teachers and administrators about the school’s writing program and the expectations for students’ writing performance. When you share a common understanding of the writing skills children are being taught at school, you can provide more effective support at home.


Encourage your child to write lists, notes, thank-you cards, requests, journals, recipes, letters, book reports, short stories, e-mails, and other types of writing. As with any other skill, writing improves with practice.


For writing assignments, talk with your child about what he or she is being asked to do, and help with listing the points to be covered in the assignment. As your child completes the assignments, point out parts that are written well and ask questions about parts that are not clear. Help your child focus on developing the ideas in his or her writing before going on to correct the spelling, punctuation, capitalization.


Provide your child with the things he or she needs for writing. In addition to paper, pencils, and other writing tools, make sure your child has a quiet place to write, a dictionary and thesaurus, and a folder or notebook for keeping ideas, drafts, and other pieces of writing.

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the CST for Writing, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the CST for Writing and other tests in the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the
California Modified Assessment

The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is a part of the STAR Program. It is an assessment for students who have an individualized education program (IEP) and meet the eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education. Each student’s IEP team decides whether the student should take the CMA and, if so, in which subject(s). Parents and guardians are encouraged to work closely with their child’s IEP team. 

Who takes the CMA?

The CMA is taken by special education students as specified in their IEP. Participation criteria for the CMA include, but are not limited to, the following: 

· Either (1) the student took a CST and scored below basic or far below basic in the subject tested and may have taken the CST with a modification; or (2) the student scored proficient or advanced on CAPA Levels II through V in two previous years.

· Objective evidence of academic progress (or lack of progress), based on multiple measurements over a period of time, indicates that the student will not achieve grade-level standards as measured by a proficient performance on the CSTs, even with accommodations.

A complete listing of the eligibility criteria for participating in the CMA is available on the California Department of Education (CDE) CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp. The listing also is available in the 2012 STAR District and Test Site Coordinator Manual, Appendix A.
Which grades and subjects will be assessed on the CMA in 2012?

In spring 2012, the CMA will be administered to eligible students as follows:

· CMA for English–Language Arts in grades three through eleven
(Students taking the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four 
and seven also will take the CMA for Writing.) 

· CMA for Mathematics in grades three through seven

· CMA for Algebra I (end of course for grades seven through eleven)
· CMA for Geometry (end of course for grades eight through eleven)
· CMA for Science in grades five and eight

· CST for Life Science in grade ten

Students taking the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven also will complete a writing task (prompt) as a part of the assessment. The score on the writing task will be combined with results of the multiple-choice questions to produce an overall score for the CMA for English–Language Arts. 

What is the question format on the CMA?

Except for the writing task in grades four and seven, questions on the CMA are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question, or a passage and corresponding questions, and asked to select the correct answer from three possible response options (rather than the four possible response options included on the CSTs). The CMA questions are presented differently from other STAR Program tests in that the font is larger, reading passages are shorter, and more graphics are included. The content standards addressed on the CMA are posted on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp.

When will I receive my child’s 2012 STAR Student Report for the CMA?

Parents or guardians should receive their child’s 2012 STAR Student Report for the CMA by the end of September.

What information will my child’s report include?

The STAR Student Report for the CMA for 2012 will show scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grades three through nine, for mathematics in grades three through seven, for Algebra I, and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. The report will show percent correct scores for English–language arts in grades ten and eleven and for Geometry. 

May students who take the CMA receive a high school diploma?

Yes. Students who take the CMA are not prevented from completing the requirements for a high school diploma. All students must meet the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirements to receive a diploma from a California public high school. Additional information can be found on the CDE California High School Exit Examination Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/.

How are CMA results used?

CMA results are used to monitor students’ academic progress. The results are reviewed along with other information about student achievement to make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs.

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the CMA or other tests in the STAR Program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the California Modified Writing Standards Test in Grades Four and Seven

In spring 2012, eligible students in grades four and seven who participate in the California English–Language Arts Modified Assessment (CMA for English–Language Arts) must complete a writing task as a part of this assessment. This writing task is called the California Modified Writing Standards Test (CMA for Writing). Answers to commonly asked questions about this assessment are provided below.

Who takes the CMA for Writing?

All eligible students in grades four and seven who take the multiple-choice part of the CMA for English–Language Arts also respond to the writing task (prompt) contained in the CMA for Writing.

What type of writing will the 2012 CMA for Writing require?

The type of writing that will be required for the CMA for Writing is not announced in advance. Students may be asked to write a fictional narrative (story), write a response to literature, write a persuasive letter or essay, or write a summary of a reading passage.

Were the content standards for writing modified for the CMA for Writing?

No. The CMA for Writing addresses the same content standards for writing as does the California Writing Standards Test (CST for Writing).

What question format is used on the CMA for Writing?

The CMA for Writing follows the same format as does the CST for Writing, but the CMA prompt has been changed to facilitate the student’s response. Changes in the prompt include shorter reading passages, language that is more accessible, wider lines in the student’s response booklet, and a graphic organizer. (A graphic organizer is a pictorial or graphic chart used to organize ideas and information to facilitate writing. Graphic organizers are in textbooks currently adopted by the State Board of Education for the English–language arts curriculum.)

How much time are students given to respond to the writing task?

The CMA for Writing is not timed. Students are given approximately 75 minutes to read the information, plan their written response, and complete a first draft. Students who are actively working at the end of the allotted time must be allowed more time to complete their responses. 

How are the student responses scored?

The readers who score the writing take into account that each response is a first draft. Readers are trained to use specific guidelines (rubrics) to score the student responses. They use the rubrics for the CST for Writing to score the CMA student writing, but the responses used with the rubrics for scoring student writing are CMA responses. In other words, CMA responses are compared only to other CMA responses. 
What are the key traits readers look for to determine the writing score?

Readers carefully read each response to determine the level of writing skill the student has shown, as indicated by the scoring rubric. For example, readers examine the writing to determine whether ideas are developed and supported with appropriate details. Readers also evaluate the writing for organization, word choice, sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics (i.e., spelling, punctuation, capitalization).

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the CMA for Writing or your school’s writing program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the CMA for Writing or other tests in the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the California Alternate Performance Assessment

The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) is a part of the STAR Program. It is an alternate assessment for students with an individualized education program (IEP) and significant cognitive disabilities in grades two through eleven or in ungraded programs who are unable to take the California Standards Tests (CSTs) or the California Modified Assessment (CMA) with accommodations or the CSTs with modifications. The goal of the CAPA is to ensure that all of California’s students have an opportunity to participate in the STAR Program. Answers to commonly asked questions about this assessment are provided below. 

Who takes the CAPA, and how do schools decide which CAPA level a student takes?

To be eligible to take the CAPA, a student’s IEP must specify that he or she take the CAPA. The student’s IEP team also decides which level of the CAPA the student will take. The five levels of the CAPA are as follows: 

· Level I
—
grades two through eleven (students with the most significant cognitive disabilities)

· Level II
—
grades two and three

· Level III
—
grades four and five

· Level IV
—
grades six through eight

· Level V
—
grades nine through eleven
Most students eligible for the CAPA take the level that corresponds to their grade placement. 

Which subjects will be assessed by the CAPA in 2012?

In spring 2012, students taking the CAPA will be assessed in English–language arts and mathematics. Students taking the CAPA in grades five, eight, and ten also will be assessed in science. The CAPA is linked to the California content standards that are appropriate for students taking the CAPA. The content standards addressed by the CAPA are posted on the California Department of Education (CDE) CAPA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/capa.asp.
Who gives the CAPA, and how are the questions asked?

A certificated or licensed district staff member who has been trained annually in CAPA testing procedures gives the CAPA. The examiner works with students individually. As each student is asked to perform a task, the examiner observes the performance and records the response according to a specific scoring rubric (guide).

When will I receive my child’s 2012 STAR Student Report for the CAPA?

Most parents and guardians will receive their child’s 2012 STAR Student Report by the end of September.

What information will my child’s report include?

The 2012 STAR Student Report for the CAPA will provide results that describe how well students achieved on an assessment linked to California’s content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science (in grades five, eight, and ten only). The report will show CAPA scale scores and performance levels in English–language arts and mathematics for Levels I through V and in science for Levels I, III, IV, and V. Performance levels of proficient or advanced indicate that the student is meeting or exceeding the state’s target for students taking the CAPA. Performance levels of basic, below basic, and far below basic indicate areas that need improvement. 

How are CAPA results used?

The IEP team—including teachers, administrators, parents, guardians, and/or support staff—uses the CAPA results every year to help monitor each student’s academic progress. The IEP team also uses the results to determine whether the student will take the CSTs, CMA, or CAPA in subsequent years. The results are reviewed annually along with other information about student achievement to help make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs. Finally, the CAPA results are used along with results of other state tests to meet state and federal school accountability requirements.

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the CAPA or other tests in the STAR Program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
Parent/Guardian Guide to the 
Standards-based Tests in Spanish

The tests in the STAR Program are given in California’s public schools each spring to all students, including English learners, in grades two through eleven to measure their achievement of California’s content standards. Regardless of their primary language, English learners must take the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and/or the California Modified Assessment (CMA), both of which are administered in English. The Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) provide an opportunity for students who are Spanish-speaking English learners to demonstrate what they know and can do on a test given in their primary language. Answers to commonly asked questions about the STS are provided below.

Who is required to take the STS?

Students in grades two through eleven who meet either of the following criteria are required to take the STS (Education Code Section 60640):


All Spanish-speaking English learners who receive instruction in Spanish (regardless of how long they have been in school in the United States); or


All Spanish-speaking English learners who have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months (cumulative).

At the option of the school district, schools also may use the STS to test Spanish-speaking English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and who are not receiving instruction in Spanish. 

May I request that my child be excused from the STAR Program tests, including the STS?

Yes. Parents and guardians may submit a written request to the school to exempt their child from any or all STAR Program tests (Education Code Section 60615). Please contact your child’s teacher or school administration about the process for submitting a written request for an exemption.

What is measured by the STS?

The STS measures students’ achievement of the content standards for English–language arts that address reading/language arts and the content standards for mathematics.

When will the STS be given to my child in 2012?

School districts are required to give the STS during the same testing window as that scheduled for the CSTs. Please check with your child’s school or school district for the testing dates.

May I see the STS?

No. State law (Education Code Section 60616) states that all tests in the STAR Program, including the STS, are to remain secure. This means that these tests must not be seen by anyone other than the students who take the tests and the parties specified by law (i.e., school board members, legislators).

When will I receive my child’s STS results?

STAR Student Reports for the STS, which are provided in Spanish, must be distributed to parents and guardians within 20 working days after the school district has received them. Most school districts should receive these reports by the end of September. 

What information will be included on the STAR Student Report for the STS?

The test results shown on the STAR Student Report for the STS will show how well students achieved the identified content standards for English–language that address reading/language arts and the content standards for mathematics. The reports will show scores and performance levels for reading/language arts and mathematics for grades two through seven (except students taking Algebra I in grade seven). The reports will show percent correct scores for reading/language arts in grades eight through eleven, for 
Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, and for Geometry in grades eight through eleven.

How are STS results used?

STS results are used along with other achievement information to identify students’ academic strengths and areas that need improvement. The STAR Student Report for the STS is one source of information about the progress Spanish-speaking English learners are making in school. Parents or guardians also should review grades, classroom work, and results from other classroom, school district, and state tests for a more complete picture of their child’s academic progress.

For More Information
If you have additional questions about the STS or other tests in the STAR Program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office. You also can find answers to questions about the STAR Program on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


Spotlight on STAR 2012
What Kinds of Score Reports Will 
Parents and Guardians Receive?

All parents and guardians of students who participate in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program will receive at least one STAR Student Report showing scores that indicate how well their children are meeting California’s content standards for each subject tested. The school district will send the STAR Student Report to each student’s home within 20 working days after the school district has received them. This mailing date may be different for each school district; however, parents and guardians should receive the reports no later than the end of September. The test scores are confidential and will be shared only with the child’s parents or guardians and teacher.

Parents and guardians will receive a separate report for each STAR Program test taken by their child from among the following:

· California Standards Test (CST)
· California Modified Assessment (CMA)

· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) 

STAR Student Report: CST

CST results. The STAR Student Report for the CST in 2012 will show overall scale scores, performance levels, and content area results for each subject on which the student was tested by a CST. Overall scores are reported on a scale ranging from 150 to 600. The CST results for each subject also are reported by performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, or far below basic. The state target is for all students to score at the proficient or advanced level.

In addition, all CST results are reported by content areas that show how a student performed on clusters of standards within each subject. These results are reported as percent correct scores. A graphic also compares the student’s performance to that of students throughout California scoring proficient on the CST for each subject.

California Reading List number. The California Reading List (CRL) is a Web-based tool that allows students and their parents or guardians to access lists of book titles organized by levels of reading difficulty. Ranging from 01 to 13+, the CRL number links the student’s score on the CST for English–Language Arts with a list of books at an appropriate reading level for the student. Note that the CRL number does not represent a grade level.

A link to the CRL is available on the California Department of Education California Reading List Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/readinglist.asp.
STAR Student Report: CMA

The STAR Student Report for the CMA in 2012 will show overall scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grades three through nine; for mathematics in grades three through seven; for Algebra I; and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. Overall scores are reported on a scale ranging from 150 to 600. For English–language arts in grades nine and ten and for Geometry, the report will show percent correct scores. 

STAR Student Report: CAPA

The STAR Student Report for the CAPA in 2012 will show overall scale scores and performance-level results for English–language arts and mathematics for Levels I through V and for science for Levels I, III, IV, and V. Overall results for the CAPA are reported on a scale ranging from 15 to 60 for English–language arts and mathematics. Results also are reported by performance level: advanced; proficient; basic; below basic; and far below basic. 

STAR Student Report: STS
The STAR Student Report for the STS in 2012 will show scores and performance levels for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades two through seven (except Algebra I in grade seven). The report will show percent correct scores for reading/language arts in grades eight through eleven, for Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, and for Geometry in grades eight through eleven. The reports for the STS are provided in Spanish.

How STAR Program Results Are Used

STAR Program test results are used for the following purposes:

· Communicating with Parents and Guardians. Along with student report cards and information from district assessments, results on the STAR Student Reports can be used by parents and guardians to talk with teachers about ways to improve their children’s achievement of California’s content standards.

· Monitoring Student Achievement. Individual STAR Program results, along with other school and school district reports and teacher information, are used to monitor student achievement for a variety of purposes. Test results, however, should never be used as the only source of information to make important decisions about a student’s education.

· Evaluating School Programs. Each year, school district and school staff thoroughly review test results for groups of students by grade and subject to identify program strengths and weaknesses.

· Providing Data to Accountability Programs. STAR Program test results are used for state and federal accountability programs that monitor the progress each school district and school has made toward achieving established goals.

If you have any questions about California’s content standards or the STAR Program, please direct them to your child’s teacher, counselor, or school office.


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
Before STAR Testing Begins: For All Students
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Your child, along with other public school students throughout California, will take part in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program this spring. Students in grades two through eleven will take the California Standards Tests (CSTs). In addition, students in grades four and seven will take the California Writing Standards Test as a part of the California English–Language Arts Standards Test. These tests measure how well students are achieving California’s content standards for all subjects tested. 

Students who are Spanish-speaking English learners in grades two through eleven also will take the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), the designated primary language test (DPLT) for the STAR Program, if:


They receive instruction in Spanish (regardless of how long they have been in school in the United States); or


They have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months (cumulative).

At the option of the school district, schools also may use the STS to test English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and who are not receiving instruction in Spanish. English learners who speak a primary language other than Spanish will not participate in a designated primary language test.

Students with an individualized education program (IEP) in grades three through eleven whose IEP identifies them as eligible for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) may take the CMA. The CMA will be administered for English–language arts in grades three through eleven, for mathematics in grades three through seven, for Algebra I, for Geometry, and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. Students taking the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven also will complete a writing task (prompt) as a part of the assessment. The CMA is based on California’s content standards for the subjects tested.

Students with an IEP who have significant cognitive disabilities, who are unable to take the CSTs and/or CMA with accommodations or the CSTs with modifications will take the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). Students in grades two through eleven will be assessed in English–language arts and mathematics. Students in grades five, eight, and ten also will be assessed in science. The CAPA is linked to California’s content standards for the subjects tested.

The results of the STAR Program tests provide valuable information about the academic achievement of all students. It is important, therefore, that students do their best on these
 
tests. On testing days, please make sure your child attends school, gets a good night’s rest, and has a healthy breakfast.

STAR results will be sent to your home address in a STAR Student Report within 20 working days after the school district has received the reports. The CST, CMA, CAPA, and STS results will each be sent in a separate report. Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or guardians and their child’s teacher(s). Please keep these reports for use when talking with your child’s teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s learning.

The 2012 STAR Program testing and makeup dates for our school district are listed below:

	School District 
Testing Dates


	School District 
Makeup Dates


	2012 STAR Program Tests



	
	
	California Standards Tests (CSTs)

California Writing Standards Test*
California Modified Assessment (CMA)

California Modified Writing Standards Test*
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS)


Contact [Insert local contact information] during regular school hours if you have questions about the STAR Program or the testing schedule.


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
Before STAR Testing Begins: For Students Taking the California Modified Assessment

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Your child, along with public school students throughout California, will participate this spring in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, which measures how well students are achieving California’s content standards. State and federal law require that all students participate in this mandated testing program.

Your child’s individualized education program (IEP) specifies that he or she will participate in the STAR Program by taking the California Modified Assessment (CMA). The CMA is a test that has been designed to provide students in grades three through eleven who meet the CMA eligibility criteria, approved by the State Board of Education, greater access to an assessment based on California’s content standards. [Insert which subject(s) the student will take on the CMA. If the student is to take a CST, also indicate which CST.]

The STAR Program provides valuable information about your child’s academic achievement. It is important, therefore, that students do their best. On testing days, please make sure your child attends school, gets a good night’s rest, and has a healthy breakfast.

Test results for the CMA will be sent to your home address on the STAR Student Report for the CMA within 20 working days after the school district has received the reports. The STAR Student Report for the CMA will be sent separately from other STAR Program test reports. Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or guardians and their child’s teacher(s). Please plan to keep these reports for use when talking with your child’s teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s academic progress.

Contact [Insert local contact information] during regular school hours if you have questions about the CMA or the testing schedule.

The CMA testing dates for the 2012 STAR Program for our school district are [Insert dates].

Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
Before STAR Testing Begins: For Students Taking the California Alternate Performance Assessment

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Your child, along with public school students throughout California, will participate this spring in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, which measures how well students are achieving California’s content standards. State and federal laws require that all students participate in this mandated testing program. 

Your child’s individualized education program (IEP) specifies that he or she will participate in the STAR Program by taking the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is specifically designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities, and it is linked to California’s content standards for the student’s designated grade. 

The STAR Program provides valuable information about your child’s academic achievement. It is important, therefore, that students do their best. On testing days, please make sure your child attends school, gets a good night’s rest, and has a healthy breakfast.

Test results for the CAPA will be sent to your home address on the STAR Student Report for the CAPA within 20 working days after the school district has received the reports. Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or guardians and their child’s teacher(s). Please plan to keep these reports for use when talking with your child’s teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s academic progress.

Contact [Insert local contact information] during regular school hours if you have questions about the CAPA or the testing schedule.

The CAPA testing dates for the 2012 STAR Program for our school district are [Insert dates].

Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
Before STAR Testing Begins: For English Learners
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Your child, along with all of California’s public school students in grades two through eleven, will take part in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program this spring. All students who are English learners, including your child, must take the STAR Program tests that are administered in English. This includes the California Standards Tests (CSTs).

In addition, state law (Education Code Section 60640) requires Spanish-speaking English learners in grades two through eleven to take the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS). The STS series is the designated primary language test that is a part of the STAR Program. Spanish-speaking English learners are required to take the STS if: 


They receive instruction in Spanish (regardless of how long they have been in school in the United States); or


They have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months (cumulative).

At the option of the school district, schools also may use the STS to test Spanish-speaking English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and who are not receiving instruction in Spanish. English learners who speak a primary language other than Spanish will not participate in a designated primary language test.

Results of the STAR Program tests provide important information about how well your child is learning at our school. To help your child do his or her best on testing day, please make sure your child attends school, gets a good night’s rest, and has a healthy breakfast.

Test results for the STS will be sent to your home address within 20 working days after the school district has received them. The STAR Student Report for the STS will be sent separately from other STAR Program test reports. Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or guardians and their child’s teacher(s). Please keep these test reports for use when talking with your child’s teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s academic progress.

The 2012 STAR Program tests for all students (including English learners) are to be given in our school district on the following dates:

	School District 
Testing Dates
	School District 
Makeup Dates
	2012 STAR Program Tests

	
	
	California Standards Tests (CSTs)

California Writing Standards Test*
California Modified Assessment (CMA)

California Modified Writing Standards Test*
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS)


Contact [Insert local contact information] during regular school hours if you have questions about the STS, the STAR Program, or the testing schedule.



Letter Attachment, Grades Two Through Five

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOL STAFF: Before this letter attachment is distributed, be sure to insert the testing and makeup dates in the last two rows of the chart.
	STAR 2012 Program at a Glance:
Elementary School—Grades Two Through Five

CSTs
CMA
CAPA
STS
Name
California Standards Tests
California Modified Assessment
California Alternate Performance Assessment
Standards-based Tests in Spanish
Students

Tested

Students in grades two through five

Students in grades three through five with an individualized education program (IEP) who meet the CMA eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education 


IEP must specify content areas of CMA participation 

Students in grades two through five with an IEP and significant cognitive disabilities who are not able to take the CSTs or CMA with accommodations or the CSTs with modifications


Students who are Spanish-speaking English learners in grades two through five who are receiving instruction in Spanish or who have been enrolled in a U.S. school less than 12 months (cumulative)

At school district's option, school also may use STS to test Spanish-speaking English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and  are not receiving instruction in Spanish
Subjects


English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade five)

English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade five)

English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade five)

Reading/language arts


Mathematics
Language
English
English
English
Spanish
Content Focus
California’s content standards
California’s content standards
California’s content 
standards
California’s content 
standards
School District Testing Dates
School District Makeup Dates



Letter Attachment, Grades Six Through Eight
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOL STAFF: Before this letter attachment is distributed, be sure to insert the testing and makeup dates in the last two rows of the chart.
STAR 2012 Program at a Glance:
Middle School—Grades Six Through Eight

	
	CSTs
	CMA
	CAPA
	STS

	Name
	California Standards Tests
	California Modified Assessment
	California Alternate Performance Assessment
	Standards-based Tests in Spanish

	Students

Tested 
	
Students in grades six through eight


	
Students in grades six through eight with an individualized education program (IEP) who meet the CMA eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education

IEP must specify content areas of CMA participation
	
Students in grades six through eight with an IEP and significant cognitive disabilities and not able to take the CSTs or CMA with accommodations or the CST with modifications


	
Students who are Spanish-speaking English learners in grades six through eight who are receiving instruction in Spanish or who have been enrolled in a U.S. school less than 12 months (cumulative)


At the option of the school district, schools also may use the STS to test Spanish-speaking English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and who are not receiving instruction in Spanish

	Subjects 
	
English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade eight)


History–social science (grade eight)
	
English–language arts


Mathematics

Science (grade eight)
	
English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade eight)
	
Reading/language arts


Mathematics

	Language
	English
	English
	English
	Spanish

	Content Focus
	California’s content standards
	California’s content standards
	California’s content standards
	California’s content 
standards

	School District Testing Dates
	
	
	
	

	School District Makeup Dates
	
	
	
	



Letter Attachment, Grades Nine Through Eleven
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOL STAFF: Before this letter attachment is distributed, be sure to insert the testing and makeup dates in the last two rows of the chart.
STAR 2012 Program at a Glance:
High School—Grades Nine Through Eleven
	
	CSTs
	CMA
	CAPA
	STS

	Name
	California Standards Tests
	California Modified Assessment
	California Alternate Performance Assessment
	Standards-based Test in Spanish

	Students

Tested 
	
Students in grades nine through eleven

	
Students in grades six through eight with an individualized education program (IEP) who meet the CMA eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education

IEP must specify content areas of CMA participation
	
Students in grades nine through eleven with an IEP and significant cognitive disabilities who are not able to take the CSTs even with accommodations or modifications


	
Students who are Spanish-speaking English learners in grades nine through eleven who are receiving instruction in Spanish or who have been enrolled in a U.S. school less than 12 months (cumulative) 


At  school district's option, school also may use STS to test Spanish-speaking English learners who will have been in a United States school 12 months or more (cumulative) and are not receiving instruction in Spanish

	Subjects 
	
English–language arts


Mathematics


Science


Life Science (grade ten) 


History–social science
	
English–language arts


Mathematics

Science (grade eight)
	
English–language arts


Mathematics


Science (grade ten)
	
Reading/language arts


Mathematics

	Language
	English
	English
	English
	Spanish

	Content Focus
	California’s content standards
	California’s content standards
	California’s content standards
	California’s content standards

	School District Testing Dates
	
	
	
	

	School District Makeup Dates
	
	
	
	



Parent/Guardian Handout
2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

Helping Your Children Achieve on the STAR Tests

Parents and guardians play a very important part in their children’s education. Encouraging children to do their best in school and to complete school assignments well and on time can have a positive impact on children’s learning. Research about how children learn shows that a great deal can be done at home to increase their academic performance.

One question you may have about the STAR Program is, “How can I help my child do better on the tests?” The question really is, “How can I help my child do well in school?” What you do at home can make a very big difference in how well your children achieve in school.

Most Important of All

Let your children know how important their work at school is and how interested you are in what they are doing. Talk with them every day about:


What they did at school


What homework must be finished for the next day


What needs to be done on a future project 

Here are some suggestions for helping your children in reading, writing, mathematics, and other academic areas:

For Reading and Writing

Listen to your children read. Read stories aloud to and with them.

· Talk about what you and your children are reading. Ask questions and discuss words that are new or difficult.

Spend time together as a family, reading newspapers, magazines, and books.


Encourage your children to write lists, notes, thank-you notes, requests, journals, recipes, short stories, and other types of writing used in everyday life.


For writing assignments, talk with your children about what the assignment requires; help them list the points to cover. Take your children to the library or help them use the Internet if more information is needed.

· Set a limit on the amount of time your children watch television or use the computer. Watch and discuss television programs with them whenever possible.
For Mathematics

Review homework every day with your children to make sure assignments are completed. Ask your children to explain some of their math problems and how they solved them.


Attend classes for parents and guardians about mathematics to prepare yourself for questions your children might ask you at home.


· Have your children help solve “real” mathematical problems as you play games, cook a meal, or prepare to do a home project.

Show your children how mathematics is used in everyday life, including cooking, shopping, making crafts, sewing, and doing home repairs.


Help your children read charts or graphs in newspapers and magazines. Read maps when going on a family trip. It is important to help your children apply what they are learning.

For Other Academic Areas
For other academic areas, such as science and history–social science, challenge children to use reading, writing, and mathematics skills along with their knowledge about the subject. As your children read about a subject, ask them to tell you about it. This reinforces what they have learned and promotes the use of their new vocabulary.

Share your interest in any academic area because children become interested in what is discussed at home. Family trips to museums, special television programs, news about a recent scientific discovery, and important world and local events should be shared and discussed. At times, let your children take the lead in talking about topics of interest to them.

You Can Help Your Children Do Better on State Tests


Visit the school to find out how your children’s classroom instruction addresses California’s content standards.


Attend parent/guardian/teacher conferences to find out how well your children are achieving and what they need to do to improve. 


Discuss with your children the importance of going to school every 

day and doing their best on assignments and tests.


Make sure your children have a quiet place to study and that they complete all homework assignments.

· Attend information meetings for parents and guardians. Ask about the major tests given to children and other ways academic achievement is measured.

Know when the major tests, such as tests in the STAR Program, are given and find out what you can do to help make sure your children are prepared. 


Discuss upcoming tests with your children and try to reduce their anxieties about test taking. Reassure them that the test results will provide useful information about what they know and what they still need to learn.


Make sure your children attend school on testing days, get a good night’s rest, and have breakfast before a big test.

Get Involved

Children do better in school when parents and guardians get involved. In addition to the suggestions already described in this brochure, you can become involved by attending school events, joining parent/guardian groups, and visiting your school’s Web site.

You also are encouraged to contact the school for additional information about your children’s academic progress and the tests they are taking at school.

To Find Out More

Additional information on the STAR Program is available on the California Department of Education STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.


Part 3: Explaining STAR 

Student Reports to

Parents and Guardians 
· Which STAR Student Report(s) 
Will Parents and Guardians 
Receive?
· Sample Letters About STAR 
Student Reports
· STAR Student Reports 
and Interpretation Guides for 
Parents and Guardians

 Which STAR Student Report(s) Will 
Parents and Guardians Receive?
Sample 2012 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Student Reports (grades two through eleven) will be provided in the 2012 STAR Post-Test Guide, which will be available and posted in July 2012 on the Educational Testing Service Web site, http://www.startest.org/. (Outside Source) 

The STAR Student Reports are provided to parents and guardians in accordance with the following guidelines:

· Report 1. California Standards Tests (CSTs)
This report provides results for students who took the CSTs, including students with disabilities and students who are English learners.

· Report 2. California Modified Assessment (CMA)
This report provides results for students who took the CMA. The CMA is taken by students with an individualized education program (IEP) who meet the eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education.

· Report 3. California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
This report provides results for students who took the CAPA. The CAPA is taken by students with an IEP who have significant cognitive disabilities and cannot take the CSTs with accommodations and/or modifications or the CMA with accommodations.

· Report 4. Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS)
This report provides results for students who are Spanish-speaking English learners and took the STS in addition to the CST and/or CMA tests, which are given in English. The STS is the designated primary language test for the STAR Program. Report 4 may be provided in addition to Report 1 or Report 2.


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
California Standards Tests — Grades Two Through Eight

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the California Standards Tests (CSTs). These tests are an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The purpose of the CSTs is to determine how well students are achieving California's content standards.

The CSTs were given in the following grades and subjects:

· Grades two, three, and four


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics

· Grade five


•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
Science
· Grades six and seven

•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics

· Grade eight

•
English–language arts


•
Mathematics


•
History–social science

•
Science
Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CSTs by selecting one of four options as the correct answer. As a part of the CST for English–Language Arts, students in grades four and seven also were required to write a response to a writing task. Scores on the multiple-choice questions and the writing task were combined to determine the overall score for the CST for English–Language Arts.

The STAR Student Report for the CSTs provides overall scale scores, performance levels, and content area results for each subject tested on a CST. Scale scores are based on the number of questions answered correctly and determine the student's level of performance for each subject tested. There are five performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The state target is for all students to perform at the proficient or advanced level on the CSTs. You are encouraged to schedule a meeting with your child's teacher(s) or counselor if your child's performance does not meet the state target in one or more subjects tested.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CSTs is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have any questions, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
California Standards Tests — Grades Nine Through Eleven

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the California Standards Tests (CSTs). These tests are an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The purpose of the CSTs is to determine how well students are achieving California's content standards.

The CSTs were given in grades nine, ten, and eleven in the following subjects:

· English–language arts
· Mathematics

· History–social science
· Science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CSTs by selecting one of four options as the correct answer. 

The STAR Student Report for the CSTs provides overall scale scores, performance levels, and content area results for each subject tested on a CST. Scale scores are based on the number of questions answered correctly and determine the student's level of performance for each subject tested. There are five performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The state target is for all students to perform at the proficient or advanced level on the CSTs. You are encouraged to schedule a meeting with your child's teacher(s) or counselor if your child's performance does not meet the state target in one or more subjects tested.

If your child is in grade eleven, he or she may have taken the English Early Assessment Program (EAP) test and/or the mathematics EAP test. These tests assess the readiness of eleventh graders to take entry-level courses at a California State University campus or participating California community college in these core subjects. The EAP results are intended to give students information about additional skills they may need to develop during their senior year of high school so that they will be ready to enroll in baccalaureate courses when they enter college. Results for students who take one or both of the EAP tests are provided on the back of the STAR Student Report for the CST for grade eleven.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CSTs is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have any questions, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
California Modified Assessment — Grades Three Through Eight
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the California Modified Assessment (CMA). This test is an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program.

The purpose of the CMA is to determine how well students are achieving California's content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. It is for students with an individualized education program (IEP) who cannot achieve grade-level proficiency on the California Standards Tests with or without accommodations and/or modifications and who meet eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education.

The CMA was given in the following grades and subjects:

· Grades three, four, six, and seven
– 
English–language arts
– 
Mathematics

· Grade five and eight
– 
English–language arts
– 
Mathematics


–
Science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CMA by selecting one of three options as the correct answer. The STAR Student Report for the CMA provides scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts and mathematics in grades three through eight, for Algebra I, and for science in grades five and eight.
As a part of the CMA for English–Language Arts, students in grades four and seven were required to write a response to a writing task. Scores on the multiple-choice questions and the writing task were combined to determine the overall score for the CMA for English–Language Arts. 
If your child is in grade eight, please note that students in grade eight who took the CMA also took the California Standards Test for History–Social Science. You will receive a separate report for your child’s results on that test. 
It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have any questions about the CMA or your child's report, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,

Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
California Modified Assessment — Grades Nine Through Eleven
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the California Modified Assessment (CMA). This test is an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program.

The purpose of the CMA is to determine how well students are achieving California's content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. It is for students with an individualized education program (IEP) who cannot achieve grade-level proficiency on the California Standards Tests with or without accommodations and/or modifications and who meet eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education.
The CMA was given in the following grades and subjects:

· Grades nine through eleven
– 
English–language arts
– 
Algebra I (end of course)

–
Geometry (end of course)
· Grade ten
– 
Life Science (end of course)

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CMA by selecting one of three options as the correct answer. The STAR Student Report for the CMA provides scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grade nine and for Algebra I and Life Science. The report for the CMA shows percent correct scores for English–language arts in grades ten and eleven and for Geometry.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CMA is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, teacher evaluations, and other test results also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have any questions about the CMA or your child's report, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teachers. You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
California Alternate Performance Assessment — Grades Two Through Eleven
NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). This test is an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program.

The purpose of the CAPA is to measure your child's understanding of a selected set of California's content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. (Testing in science occurs in grades five, eight, and ten.) This alternate assessment is given to students in grades two through eleven who have an individualized education program (IEP) and significant cognitive disabilities and who are unable to take the California Standards Tests (CSTs) or the California Modified Assessment (CMA) with accommodations or the CSTs with modifications. Each student's IEP team determines whether the student takes the CAPA and which level of the CAPA he or she takes.

The CAPA levels correspond to specific grades as follows:

· Grades two through eleven
— 
Level I 
(students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities)
· Grades two and three
—
Level II
· Grades four and five
—
Level III
· Grades six through eight
—
Level IV
· Grades nine through eleven
—
Level V

The STAR Student Report for the CAPA shows the student's CAPA scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts, mathematics, and science. Scale scores are based on the number of questions answered correctly and determine the student's level of performance for the subjects tested. A performance level of proficient or advanced indicates that the student is meeting or exceeding the state's target for students taking the CAPA. Performance levels of basic, below basic, or far below basic indicate areas that need improvement.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CAPA is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, and teacher evaluations also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have any questions about the CAPA or your child's report, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,


Sample Parent/Guardian Letter
Standards-based Tests in Spanish — Grades Two Through Eleven

NOTE TO DISTRICT/SCHOOLSTAFF: Before this letter is distributed, be sure to insert the information required in the table or in brackets and in bold.

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child's 2012 test results for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS). This test is an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The purpose of the STS is to measure your child's understanding of California's content standards that address reading/language arts and mathematics when tested in his or her home language of Spanish.

The STS was given in grades two through eleven in the following subjects:

· Reading/language arts

· Mathematics 
The enclosed STAR Student Report for the STS (Reporte individual de los resultados de STAR) provides the test results in Spanish.

Your child also may have participated in the STAR Program by taking the California Standards Tests (CSTs) or the California Modified Assessment (CMA), which are given in English, in one or more subjects. The results for these tests are reported in the STAR Student Report for the CSTs or the CMA, which may be sent to your home separately.

The STAR Student Report for the STS provides scores and performance levels for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades two through seven and for Algebra I. It shows percent correct scores for reading/language arts in grades eight through eleven and for Geometry.
It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the STS is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, other test results, and teacher evaluation also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child's academic progress.

If you have questions about the STS or your child's report, please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child's teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information meeting being held on [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child's educational achievements.

Sincerely,


STAR Student Reports

and

Interpretation Guides for Parents and Guardians 

Sample student reports and parent/guardian guides for the 2012 STAR Program are available in the 2012 STAR Post-Test Guide, Chapter II.3. 
Note that interpretation guides for the STAR Student Reports for the CSTs, the CMA, and the CAPA are available for parents and guardians. The guides can be found on the Educational Testing Service STAR Web page at http://www.startest.org/archive.html (Outside Source).


Part 4: Interpreting  
STAR Test Results

· Results of the California Standards Tests 

· Results of the California Modified Assessment 

· Results of the California Alternate Performance 
Assessment 

· Results of the Standards-based Tests in Spanish 


Results of the California Standards Tests 
Results of the California Standards Tests (CSTs) provide school districts and schools with achievement information that can serve different purposes. In addition to providing results for use in state and federal accountability programs, the following uses are appropriate for CST results:
· To help inform school district and school-level decisions related to student learning
· To identify grade-level curricular strengths and needs
· To examine the multiyear progress of groups of students within a grade level (These analyses should take into consideration that results for each year in a grade level are for different groups of students.)

· To help identify groups of students requiring additional, targeted assistance (e.g., students who are English learners, students with disabilities, socioeconomically disadvantaged students)

· To identify curricular areas where additional diagnosis is needed for groups of students in order to prescribe a course of intervention or remediation or to prescribe specialized services

CST results should be used with caution and only in conjunction with other related achievement information, such as grades and locally administered tests, for the following purposes:

· To identify the level and range of students' achievement in a class or grade

· To inform placement, retention, and promotion decisions for individual students

CST results should never be used for the following purposes:

· To compare performance between subjects tested (e.g., English–language Arts and mathematics) (The CST for each subject covers different content. The performance standards were set independently for each subject and cannot be compared.)

· To monitor the progress of cohorts of students as they move through the grades (Differences in state content standards tested between grades, differences in performance level setting, and other factors prohibit cohort tracking with CST results.)

Scale score ranges for the performance levels of the CSTs are provided in the 2012 STAR Post-Test Guide, Chapter I.3.

Frequently Asked Questions About CST Results

When will parents and guardians receive their child’s CST results?

Results of the CSTs must be reported to parents and guardians within 20 working days after the school district has received them from the testing contractor. The STAR Students Reports for the CSTs are sent by the school district to each student’s home. Most parents and guardians will receive their child’s report by the end of September.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child’s test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.

How will CST results be reported to parents and guardians?

CST results for individual students will be reported to parents and guardians on the STAR Student Report for the CSTs. These results are based on how well students have performed in accordance with California's content standards. The results for each subject tested (English–language arts, mathematics, history–social science, and science) are reported as scale scores with the corresponding performance levels. English–language Arts results for grades four and seven include results of the California Writing Standards Test (CST for Writing). Additional information about reporting the results of the CST for Writing can be found on the following page.

Each subject tested is divided into content areas; therefore, the STAR Student Report for the CSTs also will provide the student's percent correct for each of those content areas. For example, results for the CST for Mathematics will include the student's percent correct for each of the content areas.

In addition, the STAR Student Report for the CSTs will provide a comparison of each student's percent correct to the average percent correct range for students in the state who scored at the proficient level overall on the CSTs. These scores allow parents and guardians to compare their child's scores with scores of students statewide. The grade eleven report also will include results of the Early Assessment Program (EAP) if the student participated in this voluntary test.

What are the performance levels for the CSTs?

The five performance levels designated for reporting overall CST results are advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The state target is for all students to score at the proficient or advanced level.

Each of the five performance levels includes a range of scale scores. When a student's scale score falls within the range possible for a given performance level, this indicates that the student has demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to be regarded as performing at that particular level.

The CST results are reported as scale scores that range from 150 to 600. For all CSTs, the minimum scale score required to achieve at the proficient level is 350.

In which grades will the CST for Writing be administered in 2012?

The CST for Writing will be administered in grades four and seven. Although the CST for Writing in grade four was not a part of the 2010 STAR test administration, it has been restored to the 2012 STAR test administration.
What was the writing task given in grade seven in 2010?

In spring 2010, students in grade seven were required to write a summary.

How is the student’s work scored?

Experienced readers are trained to use specific rubrics (guidelines) to score a student's work. The writing tasks (prompts), rubrics, sample student work, and teacher commentaries from previous test administrations are included in the grades four and seven teacher guides for the CST for Writing (2001 through 2008), which can be found on the California Department of Education (CDE) STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

Will accommodations or modifications used by a student with disabilities while taking a CST be reported on his or her STAR Student Report?

No. The student report will not indicate whether accommodations or modifications were used. If a student with disabilities took any CST with accommodations and/or modifications, the STAR Student Report for the CSTs will include the student's scores for each CST completed. The allowable accommodation(s) and/or modification(s) must be specified in each student's individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan, but this information is not noted on the STAR Student Report for the CSTs. A list of allowable variations, accommodations, and modifications is provided in "Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments (August 2011)," which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.

What is the California Reading list, and what is the meaning of the California Reading List number, which appears on the back left corner of the STAR Student Report for the CSTs?

The California Reading List (CRL) is a Web-based resource that gives students, parents, guardians, and teachers access to lists of book titles, organized by level of reading difficulty. A recommended CRL number is based on the student's score on the CST for English–Language Arts. This number identifies a list of books that may be appropriate for the student's independent reading level. Note that the CRL number does not represent a grade level. For more information about the CRL, refer to the CDE STAR Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/.

Keep in mind that no single test score can be used to determine which books a student can or should read. Parents and guardians should encourage their children to explore other reading lists and read a wide variety of books.


 Results of the California Modified Assessment 
The results of the California Modified Assessment (CMA) are used, with results of other state tests, to meet state and federal accountability requirements. The individualized education program (IEP) team—including teachers, administrators, parents, guardians, and support staff—uses CMA results, in part, to help monitor each student's academic progress. These results also may be used to determine whether students should take the CMA or California Standards Tests (CSTs) in subsequent years. Individual student results are combined to prepare reports by grade and subject for each school, school district, and county and for the state. These results are used with other information about student achievement to help make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs. 

Frequently Asked Questions About CMA Results

Who is eligible to take the CMA?

The CMA is taken by students whose IEP team specifies participation in the CMA and who meet the following criteria adopted by the State Board of Education:

· Previous Participation—The student took the CSTs and scored below basic or far below basic in the subject tested and may have taken the CSTs with a modification; or

The student scored proficient or advanced on the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for Levels II through V in two previous years.

· Objective Multiple Measures—Objective evidence of academic progress (or lack of progress), based on multiple measurements over a period of time, indicates that the student will not achieve grade-level standards as measured by a proficient performance level on the CST, even with accommodations or modifications.

· Response to Instruction—Academic progress in response to grade-level instruction, including special education and related services designed to meet individual needs and classroom support for subjects assessed by the CMA, is such that the student likely will not achieve grade-level proficiency, even with instructional intervention.

How do schools and school districts decide whether a student takes the CMA?

Each student's IEP team decides whether a student is eligible. The student's IEP must specify the CMA for STAR Program participation, and it must be revised annually to include CMA participation. The eligible student's IEP also is to identify the subject(s) to be tested and accommodations, if any, to be used. The criteria for CMA participation are posted on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp.
Which subjects and grades does the CMA assess?

Eligible students may be assessed in English–language arts in grades three through eleven, in mathematics in grades three through seven, in Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, in Geometry in grades eight through eleven, and in science in grades five, eight, and ten. Students taking the CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven also complete a writing task (prompt) as a part of the assessment.

Do students who take the CMA participate in other STAR Program tests?

Students who take the CMA also may participate in the STAR Program by taking the CSTs in one or more subjects. All students in grade eight take the CST for History–Social Science even if they are taking the CMA for all other subjects.
In addition to the CMA and CSTs that are given in English, eligible students who are Spanish-speaking English learners take the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS). Results of the CSTs, CMA, and STS will be reported on separate STAR Student Reports.

What kinds of questions are found on the CMA?

Except for the writing tasks in grades four and seven, questions on the CMA are in a multiple-choice format. Students are presented with a question, or a passage and corresponding questions, and asked to select the correct answer from three possible response options. Questions on the CMA are presented differently from questions on other STAR Program tests in that the type is larger, reading passages are shorter, and more graphics are included. Students in grade three mark their answers in the test booklet. Students in grades four through eleven mark an answer document.

May the multiple-choice test questions for the CMA be read aloud?

Yes. The multiple-choice test for the CMA and/or the option choices for the multiple-choice test questions may be read aloud if a student has an IEP specifying that the questions and/or option choices may be read aloud.

Where can I see examples of the CMA format?

Examples of the format changes between the CST and the CMA are available on the CDE CMA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp.

Were the content standards for writing modified for the CMA?

No. The CMA for Writing addresses the same content standards for writing in grades four and seven as does the CST for Writing.

Does the CMA for Writing follow the same format as the CST for Writing?

The CMA for Writing follows the same format as the CST for Writing, but with some differences. The CMA writing prompts are developed specifically to be more accessible to students who take the CMA for English–Language Arts. The CST and CMA writing prompts will not be the same in a given year; the genres may or may not be the same. The features of the CMA for Writing that provide more accessibility to these students include: shorter reading passages, language that is more accessible, wider lines in the test booklet, and a graphic organizer or writing map. (A graphic organizer is a pictorial or graphic chart used to organize ideas and information to facilitate writing. Graphic organizers are contained in textbooks currently adopted by the State Board of Education for the English–language arts curriculum.)
Which content standards are addressed by the writing tasks in grades four and seven?

The writing tasks in grades four and seven for the CST and CMA address the writing applications strand of the content standards for English–language arts.

In grade four, students are required to produce one of three types of writing: a fictional narrative (story), a summary of a reading passage, or a response to literature. In grade seven, students are required to produce one of four types of writing: a fictional narrative, a persuasive letter or essay, a summary of a reading passage, or a response to literature.

How is the student work scored?
Trained readers use the California writing rubrics (guidelines) to score the CMA writing component. These are the same rubrics used to score the CSTs; however, CMA writing scores only should be compared to other CMA writing scores in the same year. In other words, a score of 4 on a CMA student response is not comparable to a score of 4 on a CST student response. Readers are trained to score using anchor papers (student responses), which are specific to the CMA for that year.
When will parents and guardians receive CMA results?

Results of the CMA must be reported to parents and guardians within 20 working days after the school district has received them from the testing contractor. The STAR Student Reports for the CMA are sent by the school district to each student's home. Most parents and guardians will receive their child's STAR Student Report for the CMA by the end of September. The CMA results may not arrive at the same time as the CST results.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child's test results are confidential and are maintained only by the school district.

How will CMA results be reported to parents and guardians?

The CMA results for individual students will be reported to parents and guardians on the STAR Student Report for the CMA. For 2012, the report will show scale scores and performance levels for English–language arts in grades three through nine, for mathematics in grades three through seven, for Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, and for science in grades five, eight, and ten. It will show percent correct scores for English–language arts for students in grades ten and eleven and for geometry.
What are the performance levels for the CMA?

The five performance levels designated for reporting overall CMA results are advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The state's target is for all students to score at the proficient or advanced level.

Each of the five performance levels includes a range of scale scores. When a student's scale score falls within the range possible for a given performance level, this indicates that the student has demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to be regarded as performing at that particular level. The range of scale scores for each performance level has been established for each CMA. The CMA results that are reported as scale scores range from 150 to 600, and the minimum scale score required to achieve at the proficient level on these tests is 350.

 Results of the California Alternate 
Performance Assessment
The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) scores are used along with results of other state tests to meet state and federal accountability requirements. Individual student results are combined to prepare reports by subject and level for each school, school district, and county and for the state. These results are used with other information about student achievement to help make decisions about ways to improve student learning and school programs. The IEP team—including teachers, administrators, parents, guardians, and support staff—uses CAPA results, in part, to help monitor each student's academic progress.
Frequently Asked Questions About CAPA Results

When will parents and guardians receive their child’s CAPA results?

CAPA results must be reported to parents and guardians within 20 working days after the school district has received them from the testing contractor. The STAR Student Reports for the CAPA are sent by the school district to each student's home. Most parents and guardians will receive their child's STAR Student Report for the CAPA by the end of September.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child's test results are confidential and maintained only by the school district.

How will CAPA results be reported to parents and guardians?


The STAR Student Report for the CAPA for the 2012 test administration will show how well students performed in accordance with California's content standards for English–language arts, mathematics, and science (grades five, eight, and ten). Results will show the student's CAPA scale scores and performance levels for those content areas.

For the purpose of administering the CAPA, how do the students’ grade levels correspond to the CAPA testing levels?

The grades that correspond to each CAPA level are as follows:

· Grades two through eleven
— 
Level I 
(students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities)
· Grades two and three
—
Level II
· Grades four and five
—
Level III
· Grades six through eight
—
Level IV
· Grades nine through eleven
—
Level V

What are the performance levels for the CAPA?

The State Board of Education established five performance levels for reporting CAPA results: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic.


 Results of the Standards-based Tests in Spanish 
The results of the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) provide information that may be used with other achievement data, including the results on the CSTs or CMA, to identify Spanish-speaking English learners' academic strengths and areas that need improvement. Parents and guardians should review areas of concern with their child's teacher(s) to discuss specific help needed to improve their child's learning.

The STAR Student Report for the STS is one source of information about the progress Spanish-speaking English learners are making in school. Parents, guardians, and teachers also should review grades, classroom work, and the results from other classroom and standardized tests for a more complete picture of each student's academic progress.

Frequently Asked Questions About STS Results
When will parents and guardians receive their child’s STS results?

As required for all tests in the STAR Program, STAR Student Reports for the STS must be distributed to parents and guardians within 20 working days after the school district has received them. Most parents and guardians will receive their child's STAR Student Report for the STS by the end of September. The STAR Student Reports for the STS are provided in Spanish. These results may not arrive at the same time as the STAR Student Reports for the CSTs or the CMA.

Parents and guardians should be reminded that their child's test results are confidential and maintained only by the school district.

How will STS scores be reported for students in grades two through seven?

The STAR Student Reports for the STS will provide results that describe how well students performed in accordance with California's content standards for reading/language arts and mathematics. Results of the 2012 administration of the STS will be reported as performance levels in grades two through seven (except Algebra I).

In addition, each subject tested is divided into content areas. Charts for mathematics and reading/language arts on the back of the STAR Student Report for the STS in grades two through four will show how well a student did in each of the identified content areas. The report will provide the student's percent correct for each content area. 

How will STS scores be reported for reading/language arts in grades eight through eleven, for Algebra I, and for Geometry?

Results on the front of the STAR Student Report for the STS for students taking those tests will show percent correct scores. The content areas included within each subject tested will be listed on the back of the report without percent correct scores.

If a student with disabilities took the STS with accommodations or modifications, will that be reported on his or her STAR Student Report?

No. If a student with disabilities took any part of the STS with accommodations or modifications, the STAR Student Report will include the student's scores for each test completed. The allowable accommodations or modifications provided on the STS are specified in each student's IEP or Section 504 plan, but this information is not noted on the report. A list of allowable STS accommodations and modifications is provided in "Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments (August 2011)," which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.
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Appendix A

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: A Chronology
1997

· Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program established in law
· Required, beginning in 1998, each school district, charter school, and county office of education to administer to pupils in grades two through eleven, inclusive, the achievement test designated by State Board of Education (SBE)
· Required SBE to designate a nationally norm-referenced test (NRT) for reading, spelling, writing, and mathematics in grades two through eight and for reading, writing, mathematics, history–social science, and science in grades nine through eleven; required that NRT be augmented to assess content standards adopted by SBE
· Required, in addition to designated achievement test in English, that English learners (ELs) take a second test designated by the SBE in their primary language, if available, if enrolled less than 12 months in a public school in California; allowed districts, at their option, to test ELs enrolled more than 12 months with designated primary language test

· Required districts to enter into individual contracts with NRT vendor; CDE to apportion funds to districts for NRT contract costs, etc.

· Required annual report to the Legislature on implementation of STAR Program

· Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition (Stanford 9) designated by SBE as the NRT for STAR Program

1998

· Stanford 9 NRT first administered; testing window established as between March 15 and May 25

· Development of California Standards Tests (CSTs) to assess content standards adopted by SBE begins; CSTs to first augment designated NRT, then become stand-alone tests designated by SBE

· Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), designated by SBE as the primary language test in Spanish in grades two through eleven
· STAR state regulations adopted

1999

· Stanford 9 NRT augmented and administered with CST items for English–language arts and mathematics 

· SABE/2 first administered 
· Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) established to use STAR NRT 


results to calculate state Academic Performance Index (API) and federal adequate yearly progress (AYP) measures; standards-based STAR tests and high school exit exam results and graduation and attendance rates to be added when data are available
2000

· CSTs for English–Language Arts first administered as stand-alone tests in grades two through eleven; CSTs for Mathematics first administered as stand-alone tests in grades two through seven; and end-of-course mathematics CSTs first administered in grades eight through eleven

· California Reading List number added to reports of STAR Program results
· Districts no longer required to enter into individual contracts with test vendor; SBE approves statewide testing contract(s) between CDE and testing vendor(s); districts continue to be apportioned funds to reimburse for test administration costs that are above and beyond CDE contract(s) with test vendors
· Governor's Scholarship Program implemented, awarding $1000 to students earning qualifying scores on STAR tests in 2000, 2001, and 2002 (program repealed in 2003)
· STAR test results used to implement Certificated Staff Performance Awards  (one-time performance awards, not to exceed $25,000, to teachers and other certificated staff in underachieving schools at which academic performance of pupils significantly improves) and Governor’s Performance Award Program (not to exceed $150 per student, awarded to schools meeting their school and all subgroup API growth targets) (monetary awards discontinued due to budget reductions in 2001)
2001

· STAR Program reauthorized until 2005:
· Required the development of a CST for General Mathematics for pupils in grades eight and nine who have not yet completed course work that would prepare them to take CST for Algebra I or CST for Integrated Mathematics I
· Eliminated NRT history–social science tests in grades nine through eleven and required the shortening of the NRT tests in grades two through eleven by 2003

· STAR testing window changed per state regulations to a period that includes 10 days before and 10 days after the day on which 85 percent of each school, program, or track's instructional year is completed
· CSTs for History–Social Science and Science first administered in grades nine through eleven 

· CSTs for Writing first administered in grades four and seven, to be administered only on the day(s) specified annually by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

· CST for High School Summative (Cumulative) Mathematics first administered in grade eleven

· Performance levels designated for CST for English–Language Arts
2002

· STAR Program reports redesigned to focus on CST results

· CST for General Mathematics first administered in grades eight and nine

· Administration of CST for High School Summative Mathematics expanded to grades nine through eleven

· Performance levels designated for CSTs for Mathematics, History–Social Science, and Science
· Teacher guides for CST for Writing developed; updated annually from 2002 through 2008 (discontinued in 2009 because of budget reductions)

2003

· California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), designated by SBE as the NRT for the STAR Program for English–language arts and mathematics in grades two through eight and for mathematics and science in grades nine through eleven, replacing the Stanford 9
· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for English–Language Arts and Mathematics first administered in grades two through eleven to assess students with significant cognitive disabilities

· Performance levels designated for CAPA for English–Language Arts and Mathematics
· Definition of federal AYP accountability measure changes to include new criteria under federal No Child Left Behind Act  (formerly the state API was used as the definition of AYP)
2004

· STAR Program reauthorized until 2011: 
· NRT administration reduced to grades three and seven only
· Development of standards-based primary language tests for reading/language arts and mathematics required, subject to availability of funds; development of Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics begins 
· Population of ELs required to take primary language tests modified to include ELs receiving instruction in their primary language or enrolled less than 12 months in a California public school; districts allowed to test ELs not receiving instruction in the primary language or enrolled more than 12 months with the designated primary language test, at their option
· CDE required to release to public at least 25 percent of CST items administered in the previous year; items released annually from 2004 through 2008 (discontinued in 2009 because of budget reductions)
· Elimination of testing in grade two required by 2007 (Note: grade-two testing was restored by law before elimination was to go into effect)

· CST for Science first administered in grade five

· Early Assessment Program (EAP) for English–language arts and mathematics administered as an augmentation for students taking the grade eleven English–language arts, Algebra II, and Summative High School Mathematics CSTs to produce information for campuses of The California State University about students' readiness for college

· SBE designates specified CST tests and scores to be used beginning in 2004 and each year thereafter to qualify for the Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD) in addition to any remaining qualifying Golden State Examination scores attained prior to 2004; GSSMD regulations adopted 
2005

· Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3), designated as the designated primary language test in Spanish to replace the SABE/2
2006

· CST for Science added to grades eight and ten to meet requirements of federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) authorized by SBE

· CMA pilot study conducted

· Aprenda 3 administered as the designated primary language test in Spanish in grades two through eleven

· CAPA blueprints revised and approved by SBE to bring them into alignment with the federal ESEA requirement that CAPA be linked to grade-level content standards
2007

· First year students in grade seven enrolled in Algebra I allowed to take CST for Algebra I
· CMA participation criteria approved by SBE

· STS for Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics first administered as the designated primary language test in Spanish to replace the Aprenda 3
· STS administered in grades two through four

· Aprenda 3 administered in grades five through eleven
· Independent alignment study of CSTs and CAPA conducted
2008

· CAPA revised to be more closely aligned to selected California content standards for each grade tested

· Science added to CAPA in grades five, eight, and ten
· CMA for English–Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science added in grades three through five for students who have an individualized education program and meet eligibility criteria (science in grade five only)

· STS administered in grades two through seven; Aprenda 3 administered in grades eight through eleven (final administration of the Aprenda 3)
· EAP extended to include California Community Colleges

· Independent alignment study of CAPA science conducted
2009

· NRT eliminated from the STAR Program (NRT [CAT/6 Survey] last administered in 2008 in grades three and seven)

· CMA extended for English–language arts through grade eight; extended for mathematics through grade seven; and, for science, added for grade eight
· Writing added to CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven, to be administered only on the day(s) specified annually by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
· STS for Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics extended through grade eleven; STS for Algebra I (end of course) added for grades seven through eleven; and STS for Geometry (end of course) added for grades eight through eleven

· Performance levels for CMA designated for English–language arts and mathematics in grades three through five and for science in grade five

· Newly approved performance levels for CAPA designated for English–language arts and mathematics in grades two through eleven and for science in grades five, eight, and ten

· Performance levels for STS designated for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades two through four

· Annual release of test questions discontinued because of budget reductions

2010

· STAR Program extended through 2013:
· Reauthorization of STAR required to conform to assessment requirements of any reauthorization of the federal ESEA or any other federal law that effectively replaces ESEA
· Plan for transitioning to a system of high-quality assessments required, as defined in federal guidance and regulations

· Future assessments required to align with common core standards; at least 85 percent of items to address common core standards

· CST for Writing and CMA for Writing in grade four not administered because of budget reductions
2011

· CST for Writing and CMA for Writing in grade four restored and administered in 2011 at no additional cost to the state per provision in annual state Budget Act
· CMA for Geometry (end of course) and CMA for English–Language Arts in grades ten and eleven administered operationally, completing development of all planned CMA tests
· CAPA stimulus cards made available for download from a password-protected Web site
· Performance levels for CMA designated for English–language arts in grades ten and eleven and for geometry

· STAR Program extended through 2014
2012

· STAR testing window changed to 25 instructional days, including 12 instructional days before and after completion of 85 percent of the school’s, track’s, or program’s instructional days
· Independent alignment study of CMA to be completed

· Report to Legislature due by November 2012 to provide recommendations regarding the reauthorization of the STAR Program and the transition to high-quality assessments as defined in EC 60603




Appendix B

Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations
Academic Performance Index 

 A state requirement under the Public Schools Accountability Act of 1999. The Academic Performance Index (API) is a single number that ranges from 200 to 1000 and indicates how well a school performed academically the previous year. A complete explanation of all API criteria is available on the California Department of Education (CDE) API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.
accommodations 

Variation in the administration of an assessment. Accommodations include variations in scheduling, setting, timing, response mode, presentation format, and so forth. The term “accommodation” commonly refers to changes that do not alter in any significant way what the test measures or a comparability of scores. Accommodations are identified in a student’s individualized education program or Section 504 plan and should be used regularly during classroom instruction and assessments. A complete list of the allowable accommodations is outlined in “Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments” (August 2011), which is available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.
Adequate Yearly Progress

A requirement under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001. Under the NCLB criteria, schools and local educational agencies (i.e., school districts and county offices of education) must meet or exceed specified criteria annually in order to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). A complete explanation of all AYP criteria is available on the CDE AYP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/.
average percent correct

The arithmetic mean or average of the percent correct scores for groups of students who took the test for each grade and subject tested. 
blueprints

An outline of the specific California content standards addressed and the number of questions by grade, subject, or course for each standards-based test component of the STAR Program.

CAPA

California Alternate Performance Assessment.

CMA

California Modified Assessment.

content standards

Statements, adopted by the State Board of Education, that describe what all students in California public schools should know and be able to do in particular subjects or courses and grades. These standards define for administrators, teachers, parents, guardians, students, and the community what is expected for all students. 
CSTs

California Standards Tests.

end-of-course designation

The designation on the Internet reports that summarizes the results for all students across grades within a school, district, county, or the state who took each course-specific CSTs, such as Algebra I, Biology, or World History.
mean scale score

Reported for the CSTs, a mean scale score is the arithmetic mean or average of the scale scores for groups of students who took the test without modifications. Reported for the CAPA, a mean scale score is the arithmetic mean or average of the scale scores for all students who took the CAPA at the relevant grade and CAPA level. 
modification

A change to the testing conditions, procedures, and/or formatting; results, therefore, are counted differently for accountability and reporting purposes. A complete list of the allowable modifications is outlined in “Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments” (August 2011), which is available on the California Department of Education Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/.
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001

A federal law enacted in January 2002 that reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The No Child Left Behind Act mandates that all students (including students who are economically disadvantaged, are from racial or ethnic minority groups, have disabilities, or have limited English proficiency) in all grades meet the state’s content standards for proficiency in English–language arts and mathematics by 2014. Schools, school districts, county offices of education, and the state must demonstrate Adequate Yearly Progress toward achieving that goal.
performance levels

Ranges of scores in which students have demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to be regarded as having performed at a particular achievement level. California has identified five performance levels for reporting individual student and group test results of the CSTs, the CMA, the CAPA, and the STS. The five levels are: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The State Board of Education has set proficient or advanced as the target performance level.

released test questions

Released test questions (RTQs) are selected questions taken from prior test administrations (2003–08) of the CSTs for English–language arts, mathematics, science, and history–social science. These questions cover a selection of California’s content standards, demonstrate a range of difficulties, and represent a variety of ways in which content standards can be assessed. Because RTQs are released to the public, they will not appear on future CSTs. RTQs can be viewed via links on the CDE STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.
scale scores

Scores that are derived from the number or percentage of questions that students must answer correctly to score at each performance level. Higher scale scores indicate higher levels of performance, while lower scale scores indicate lower levels of performance. The scale scores for the CSTs range from a low of 150 to a high of 600. The CAPA scale scores range from a low of 15 to a high of 60. The scale score ranges do not change from year to year.
scoring rubrics

Guidelines that are used to score the student work written in response to the writing tasks that are a part of the CST and CMA for English–language arts in grades four and seven. The criteria in the rubrics address the standards for writing strategies, writing applications, and written conventions that are a part of California’s English–language arts content standards. Readers use the rubrics to assign a score from 4 (high) to 1 (low) to each student’s written response. The score is then doubled and combined with the results of the multiple-choice questions to produce an overall score for English–language arts.
standardized assessments

Assessments that have a consistent set of procedures for designing, administering, and scoring the assessments. The purpose of standardization is to ensure that all students are assessed under the same conditions so that their scores will have the same meaning and will not be influenced by differing conditions.
standards-based assessments
Assessments that are developed to align with specific California content standards. Results on standards-based assessments are reported on the basis of clearly defined performance categories or levels. The CSTs, CMA, and CAPA are standards-based assessments. 
STS

Standards-based Tests in Spanish.

State Board of Education

The state education agency that sets education policy for kindergarten through grade twelve in the areas of standards, instructional materials, assessment, and accountability. The State Board of Education (SBE) adopts textbooks for kindergarten through grade eight, adopts regulations to implement legislation, and has the authority to grant waivers of the Education Code. The SBE has eleven members who are appointed by the Governor.
subgroup

A well-defined group of students. For example, the federal NCLB Act of 2001 identifies specific subgroups of students who must achieve Adequate Yearly Progress. These identified subgroups are race or ethnicity, students with disabilities, limited-English proficient, and socioeconomically disadvantaged.
test variation

A change in the manner in which a test is presented or administered or in how a test taker is allowed to respond. It includes, but is not limited to, accommodations and/or modifications. A complete list of the allowable test variations for students with disabilities and variations for students who are English learners is outlined in the following documents:
· “Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments” (August 2011), which is available on the California Department of Education Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ 
· “Matrix 2. Matrix of Test Variations for Administration of California Statewide Assessments for English Learners” (August 2011), available on the CDE Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ 
writing prompt

A writing task that a student is to complete. The prompt includes all pertinent information the student needs to write a response. Writing prompts are included in the CST for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven and the CMA for English–language arts in grade seven. Each of these three tests includes a writing prompt.


Appendix C
Resources Available Online
California Department of Education Resources
Academic Performance Index 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/
Adequately Yearly Progress 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/
Allowable Testing Variations and Accommodations for the 2012 California Modified Assessment
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/documents/matrix2012fnl.doc 
California Reading List 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/readinglist.asp
California Standards Test Released Questions 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp
Content Standards 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/
Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments (August 2011) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/
Matrix 2. Matrix of Test Variations for Administration of California Statewide Assessments for English Learners (August 2011) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/
Standardized Testing and Reporting 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/
STAR Program Resources 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp
STAR CAPA Blueprints 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/capablueprints.asp
STAR CMA Blueprints 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmablueprints.asp
STAR CST Blueprints 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/blueprints.asp
STAR STS Blueprints 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/stsblueprints.asp
STAR 2011 Test Results (School, district, county, and statewide summary results)
http://star.cde.ca.gov/
Teacher Guides to the California Writing Standards Test 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp
Outside Sources
California State University English Success 
http://www.csuenglishsuccess.org/ (Outside Source)
California State University Math Success 
http://www.csumathsuccess.org/ (Outside Source)
Early Assessment Program 
http://www.calstate.edu/eap/ (Outside Source)
STAR Exemplars Web Site

www.starsamplequestions.org/ (Outside Source) 
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* Students in grades four and seven also complete a writing component as a part of the CST for English–Language Arts.





* Students in grades four and seven also complete a writing component as a part of the CST for English–Language Arts.





* These writing tests are a part of the CST and CMA for English–Language Arts in grades four and seven.


* These writing tests are a part of the CST and CMA for English–Language Arts in grade seven.
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