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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2010 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by San Carlos Elementary School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 47605(d)(1), the requirement that an existing public school converting to a charter school must maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the “former” attendance area of that public school; Arundel Elementary School, Brittan Acres Elementary School, Heather Elementary School, and White Oaks Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 66-2-2010
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
Because this waiver is recommended for less than two years, California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(b) will not apply, and the district will be required to reapply.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has not considered a similar waiver in the past.
This district meets the criteria for the SBE Streamlined Waiver Policy, available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/sbestreamlined.doc, achieving an Academic Performance Index (API) of 800 or above in the current scoring cycle. Therefore, this waiver has been scheduled for the consent calendar. San Carlos Elementary School District (ESD) has a 2009 API of 900.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


San Carlos ESD consists of seven schools, six of which are charters:
· Four charter elementary schools (kindergarten – grade five) Arundel Elementary, Brittan Acres Elementary, Heather Elementary, and White Oaks Elementary;

· One charter elementary school (kindergarten – grade eight, San Carlos Charter Learning Center;

· One charter middle school (grade six – grade eight), Tierra Linda Middle; and 
· One non-charter middle school (grade six – grade eight), Central Middle.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


 All of the charter schools were created by the “conversion” of an existing school into a charter, this waiver is being requested for the first four charter schools: Arundel 

Elementary, Brittany Acres Elementary, Heather Elementary, and White Oaks Elementary.
Education Code Section 47605(d)(1) mandates that “existing public schools converting partially or entirely to charter schools shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that school.” 
Over the past six years, San Carlos ESD enrollment has increased by nearly 1,000 students (a 30 percent increase). Much of this growth has been within the former boundary area of White Oaks Elementary, which has resulted in over enrollment at that school. 
In the 2009–10 school year over 50 kindergarten students living within the former boundary area of White Oaks Elementary were not able to enroll at that school. In contrast, based on its former boundary area, Heather Elementary has been under enrolled. 
Specific enrollment information for the four charter schools is as follows:

	School
	Current Enrollment
2009-10
	Capacity
	Comments

	Heather Elementary (charter) 

	341
	420
	This is a large campus with room for expansion.

	White Oaks
(charter) 

	385
	400
	The school is already enrolled at 410 students for the 2010–11 school year. 

	Brittan Acres

(charter)


	425
	446
	A total of 103 kindergarten students have already registered for 2010–11 in this school.

	Arundel

(charter)


	406
	430
	This school is predicted to be at or slightly over capacity next year.


San Carlos ESD reports that the imbalance in enrollment has been a problem in the community for many years. To correct this issue, San Carlos ESD is seeking a waiver to strike the word “former” from EC Section 47605(d)(1). 
This waiver would allow the San Carlos ESD to make boundary changes in the attendance area of the four charter schools to balance enrollment. These boundary changes would allow parents to make more accurate predictions about which school their child will attend.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The demographic subgroups in these four schools are shown in Attachment 2 of this 
item. Heather Elementary enrolls relatively more Hispanic and English learner

students than the other three schools.
The Department recommends approval of this waiver request for two years, less one day, in order to evaluate how the boundary changes affect the demographic subgroups at Heather Elementary. EC 33051(b) will not apply, and the district will be required to reapply to continue the waiver.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a).
Demographic Information: San Carlos ESD has a student population of 2,812 and is located in a small city in San Mateo County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050
Period of request: July 1, 2010, to June 29, 2012
Local board approval date(s): February 11, 2010
Public hearing held on date(s): February 11, 2010
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 29, 2010 - San Carlos Teacher’s Association (SCTA); February 1, 2010 - San Carlos California Employees Association (SCCSEA)
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: SCTA: Sarah Amos, President; SCCSEA: Stephanie Blatt, President
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose: 

Both SCTA and SCCSEA support the waiver request.
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) Notice was posted on the school and district Web sites, San Carlos Public Library, City Hall, and San Carlos Recreation and Youth Center
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Arundel Schoolsite Council, Brittan Acres Schoolsite Council, Heather Schoolsite Council, and White Oaks Schoolsite Council   

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: January 10, 2010 (Arundel Schoolsite Council), January 11, 2010 (Brittan Acres School Site Council), January 19, 2010 (Heather Schoolsite Council), and January 7, 2010 (White Oaks Schoolsite Council)
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide or local fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Demographic Information: San Carlos Elementary School District 
(1 page)
Attachment 2:  General Waiver Request (2 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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