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State Board of Education 

State Board of Education Board Room

August 24, 2010

Draft Minutes

Members Present

Ted Mitchell, President
Alan Arkatov 

Benjamin Austin 
Yvonne Chan

Greg Jones

David Lopez 
Johnathan Williams 
Members Absent
Jim Aschwanden 

Ruth Bloom, Vice President 

Secretary and Executive Officer

Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Principal Staff

Nicolas Schweizer, Executive Director, State Board of Education (SBE)

Patricia de Cos, Deputy Executive Director, SBE

Joseph Egan, Interim Legal Counsel, SBE 

Jennifer Johnson, Education Policy Consultant, SBE

Beth Rice, Education Programs Consultant, SBE 
Geno Flores, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education (CDE)
Marsha Bedwell, General Counsel, CDE
Jaime Hastings, Associate Government Analyst, CDE  
Call to Order 

President Mitchell called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.  
Item 1: Public comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations. 
Public Comment: 
Juan Godinez, Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), District Advisory Council (DAC), asked the board to consider including more parents in its commissions and committees. 
No action was taken on this item.
Item 2: Elementary and Secondary Education Act: School Improvement Grant: Approval of Funding of Local Educational Agencies and Schools for the 2009-10 School Improvement Grant Sub-Grants Under Section 1003(g) which includes Consideration of Two Options for Funding; One Option Based on Assumption of Approval of Federal Waiver to Expend Approximately 100 Percent of the Grant Funds for the 2010 Cohort and One Option Based on Reserving 25 Percent of Grant Funds the for 2011 Cohort.
Presenter: Presenter: Deborah Sigman, Deputy Superintendent of the Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch, presented on this item. 
Public Comment:

Public comment was received from Kathy Radtkey-Gaither, Undersecretary, Office of the Secretary of Education (OSE); Kimberly MacKinney, Director, Secondary Instruction, Fontana Unified School District; Pat Mazzulli, Fontana Teachers Association; Jane Russo, Santa Ana School District; Judi Penman, San Bernardino Chamber of Commerce and school board member; Jim Dilday, San Bernardino Unified School District (SBUSD); Sherry Griffith, Association of California School Administrators (ACSA); The Honorable Assemblyman Jose Solorio; Gary Yee, Board Member, Oakland Unified School District; Deneen Newman, Soledad Unified School District; Monica Henestroza, San Diego Unified School District; Doug McRae, retired education consultant;  Daniel Chang, MLA Partner Schools, Juan Godinez, LAUSD, DAC; Sharon Valear Robinson, LAUSD; and Art Delgado, Superintendent, SBUSD. 

Member Chan expressed her appreciation for the overall quality of applications submitted, but stated that she was uncomfortable with King Chavez Arts Academy, a small arts charter academy being awarded $1.1 million, with an additional $3.6 million allocated for district oversight. Echoing Member Chan’s concerns, Member Austin stated that it wasn’t appropriate to reward the lowest performing charter schools given their existing flexibilities, and recommended that the charter schools be voted on separately. 
In response to the board members’ concerns, Deputy Superintendent Sigman responded that each district was required to submit a needs assessment, with the objective being that the intervention would match it, and that the needs assessment was required to be publicly vetted with the community as well. 
President Mitchell acknowledged the board members’ frustration regarding the application process and stated that they would therefore have different perspectives on the best way to allocate dollars..

ACTION: Member Mitchell moved to approve the list of local educational agencies (LEAs), schools, and district funding recommendations enumerated in Attachment 1 of Item 2 whose budget allocations have not changed since the August 2, 2010, agenda item, with the exception of Edison Brentwood, Adelante Charter Academy, and Stanford New School. Member Austin seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote. 

Member Arkatov moved to approve a technical amendment made to Motion 1 of Item 2, which removed Edison Brentwood from the list of charter schools whose budget allocations have not changed since the August 2, 2010 agenda item. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote. 

Member Mitchell moved to approve the funding recommendations for Adelante Charter Academy and Stanford New School whose budget allocations had not changed from the August 2, 2010, board meeting agenda. Member Arkatov seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote.
Member Mitchell moved to conditionally approve the list of LEAs, schools, and district funding recommendations for the remainder of the list enumerated in Attachment 1 of Item 2, contingent on the successful clearance of the conditions of the federal waiver and approval of the school level budgets by CDE and SBE staff. Member Arkatov seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote.
Member Mitchell moved to conditionally approve the list of LEAs, schools, and district funding recommendations in the order listed in Attachment 2 of Item 2 contingent upon the rejection of the State Education Agency’s waiver application to the ED. Member Jones seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote. 

Item 5: Today’s Fresh Start Charter School: Reconsideration of the Appeal of the Charter Renewal Petition Initially Presented to the State Board of Education on July 14, 2010.
Presenter: Lupita Cortez Alcala, Deputy Superintendent of the Government Affairs and Charter Development Division presented on this item. 

Public Comment: 
Public comment was received from Lisa Corr, Middelton, Young, & Minney, LLP,

Colin Miller, California Charter School Association; and Larry Carlin, CTA. 
Member Chan congratulated Today’s Fresh Start Charter School’s (TFSCS) representatives for its efforts to improve their students’ academic standing, and noted that these efforts resulted in increased growth targets and the removal of their charter school identified on the five percent of persistently lowest-achieving schools list. Member Chan further commended the charter school’s representatives for the gains made with the school’s English learner students, but expressed concern for the low performance of the school’s African American students, which comprised the majority of the student population. Dr. Jeanette Parker, TFSCS Cofounder, responded that while management was equally concerned with its African American students test scores, it had taken a closer look at the strategies employed to ensure that those specific strategies would lead to the students’ scores’ upward trajectory for the coming academic school year. 
In the event that the board adopted the CDE’s recommendation to approve the TFSCS renewal petition, President Mitchell requested that the board receive an update to discuss what the students were learning at the school.  

ACTION: Member Lopez moved to adopt the CDE’s recommendation to approve Today’s Fresh Start Charter School renewal petition and establish the school under the oversight of the SBE subject to the CDE’s recommended conditions and modifications listed in the July 2010 SBE agenda. Member Jones seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote. 
Item 4: Adequate Yearly Progress: Approval of the 14-Day Notice Waiver to allow the Reporting of Graduation Rate Data After the Initial Release of the 2010 Adequate Yearly Progress Reports.
Presenter: Rachel Perry, Director of the Assessment, Accountability & Awards Division presented on this item. 

After President Mitchell asked CDE staff about timelines, Keric Ashley, Director of the Data Management Division stated that while there was a delay in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System’s (CALDPADS) implementation, the issues were resolved, and school districts would then be required to submit their data to the CDE by the conclusion of the week. 
Public Comment:

Public comment was received from Sherry Griffith, ACSA.
ACTION: Member Lopez moved to approve the CDE’s recommendation to request a waiver of the federal requirement that LEAs provide a 14-day notice to parents regarding the program improvement status of schools. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Williams was absent for the vote. 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell informed the board that for the Class of 2010, 94.6 percent of students passed both portions of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE), and noted that the CDE data revealed a narrowing of the achievement gap for all subgroups. State Superintendent O’Connell also shared that students made progress on the California Standards Tests, and announced that 52 percent of students who tested in grades two through 11 scored proficient or above in English-language arts and 48 percent scored proficient or above in mathematics. Finally, State Superintendent O’Connell announced that legislation had been introduced, Senate Bill 847, in response to the federal jobs package bill, which would provide California with the spending authorization necessary for the more than 1.4 billion dollars.   
Item 3: Parent Empowerment— Approve the Finding of Emergency and Proposed Emergency Regulations for Additions to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 4800 - 4807.
Presenter: Geno Florez, Chief Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, presented on this item. 
Public Comment:

Public comment was received from Kathy Radtkey-Gaither, Undersecretary, OSE; Suzan Solomon, State Parent Teachers Association; Sherry Griffith, ACSA; Ken Burt, California Teachers Association; Anela Freeman speaking on behalf of the Honorable Senator Gloria Romero, Senate Education Committee Chair; Margurete Noteware, California School Boards Association; Olivia Grant; Juan Godinez, LAUSD, DAC; Mary Najera, Los Angeles Parents Union (LAPU);  Gabe Rose, Parent Revolution; Reverend K. W. Tolloss, National Action Network; Bill Ring, LAUSD Parent Collaborative; Rosamaria Segura, parent; Michael Casca, University of California Los Angeles student; and Lydia Grant, Neighbor Council Parent Representative. 

President Mitchell reminded the board and the public that the proposed emergency regulations were not to be confused with the final regulations, and emphasized that board staff was in the process of working with the Governor’s staff to address the permanent regulations’ package that would supersede the proposed emergency regulations.  

ACTION: Member Arkatov moved to approve the CDE’s recommendation to approve the finding of emergency and proposed emergency regulations for additions to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, sections 4800-4807. Member Williams seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. Member Austin recused himself from participating in the discussion of the item and voting. 


President Mitchell adjourned the meeting at 6:39 p.m.
***ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING*** 
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