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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the seventh in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

May 2012: The CDE presented to the SBE the sixth in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Con’t.)
State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
January 2012: The CDE presented to the SBE the fourth in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

November 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the third in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

September 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the second in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

July 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the first in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) (Con’t.)
transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: May–July 2012 (3 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach Activities (1 page)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: May–July 2012

1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.

· A new online resource to help teachers, administrators, and parents transition to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) has been released. A Look at Grades Seven and Eight in California Public Schools: Transitioning to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics includes grade-level chapters with insightful narratives and the content standards, as well as information and links to information about instructional resources, assessment, and universal access. This online document continues the guidance provided for earlier grades in the publication, A Look at Kindergarten Through Grade Six in California Public Schools. To access the new resource, visit the CDE CCSS Resources Web Page at www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/grlevelcurriculum.asp.

2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· Publisher interest in the 2012 Supplemental Instructional Materials Review has exceeded expectations. Publishers submitted 41 mathematics and 33 English language arts supplemental programs by the May 16, 2012 submission deadline. The reviewers approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) at its March 2012 meeting were trained in the evaluation criteria at meetings held at two county offices of education in late June. The reviewers will conduct independent reviews of the materials over several months, before reconvening in panels for deliberations in September. We anticipate the SBE taking final action on the recommended materials at its November 2012 or January 2013 meetings.

· The process to update the English Language Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) Framework is underway. At its May 9 meeting, the SBE approved the timeline for the revision of the 2014 ELA/ELD Framework and the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application. One of the first steps in the process finished in June - four focus group meetings were held throughout the state. Feedback from the focus group members and other stakeholders focused on discussion questions and will help guide the CFCC and framework writers. 

· The next step in the timeline is the recruitment of applicants to the serve as CFCC members. The CFCC application and the Superintendent’s invitation letter, along with the timeline and general framework development process, is posted on the CDE English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/. The deadline to submit a CFCC application is August 16, 2012. In September, the Instructional Quality Commission will review the guidance for development of the framework and make CFCC applicant recommendations. The guidance and CFCC recommendations will be forwarded to the November 2012 SBE meeting. 
· Facilitated by Achieve, Inc., Educators Evaluating Quality Instructional Products (EQuIP) is a collaborative of states that are focused on increasing the supply of quality instructional materials that are aligned to the CCSS. EQuIP teams are learning how to use tools and processes to review the quality of materials and will ultimately take the tools, training, and processes back to their states to increase the capacity of their teachers and districts to identify quality instructional materials, including online educational resources. In May, a team comprised of California Department of Education (CDE) staff and content experts from California institutions of higher education and local educational agencies participated in an EQuIP meeting to pilot the Tri-State (New York/Rhode Island/Massachusetts) Rubric for assessing CCSS-aligned classroom lessons and units and provide feedback to the development team. It is anticipated that this work will continue in additional meetings scheduled for Fall 2012 and Winter 2013. 
· An update regarding the revision of the Mathematics Curriculum Framework is provided in Item 2 of the July 2012 SBE Agenda.
· An update regarding the development of English Language Development standards is provided in Item 3 of the July 2012 SBE Agenda.
3. Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.

· The first data collection window for the Technology Readiness Tool was extended to June 30, 2012. This extension was made at the request of states and allowed districts more time to submit data following the end of the school year. The data collected from the survey is being extracted, cleaned, and incorporated into a report regarding a technology plan and support for legacy operating systems. This report is expected in August 2012.
· An update regarding the reauthorization of the statewide pupil assessment system is provided in Item 4 of the July 2012 SBE Agenda.
4. Collaborate with parents, guardians and the early childhood and extended learning communities to integrate the CCSS into programs and activities beyond the K–12 school setting.


· The California Department of Education has released a new online publication: The Alignment of the California Preschool Learning Foundations with Key Early Education Resources: California Infant-Toddler Learning and Development Foundations, California Content Standards, The Common Core State Standards, and Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework.  This document highlights how the California Preschool Learning Foundations are aligned and connected to standards established for K-12, Infant-Toddler and the national preschool standards established by Head Start. This document is now available in PDF format at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psalignment.asp (the preceding hyperlink will be available on July 13, 2012). An abbreviated, print version will be featured as a special chapter in the California Preschool Learning Foundations Volume 3 available Fall 2012.

· The Parent Handbook for California Common Core Standards is now available in Spanish. The original publication was produced in 2011 by the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) and the Sacramento County Office of Education. The Spanish translation was produced by the CDE Clearinghouse for Multilingual Documents. The Parent Handbook provides a detailed overview of what students will be learning in English-language arts and mathematics programs that are aligned with the CCSS. Users may download the free publications from the CDE CCSS Resources California Stakeholder Resources page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cc/castakeholderorgs.asp (the preceding hyperlink will be available on July 13, 2012) and the CCSESA Web page at http://www.ccsesa.org/index/sp_CommonCoreStandards.cfm. 

7. Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.

· The CDE has developed a Web-based CCSS systems implementation plan. The plan will be updated continuously to provide stakeholders with timely information regarding the progress of the CCSS systems implementation activities of the CDE and SBE. The Web-based plan is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc.

· CDE Communications Division Director Paul Hefner, Senior Fellow Nancy Brownell, and Barbara Murchison, Common Core Systems Implementation Office, participated in the Council of Chief State School Officer's Communications Directors Network Meeting in Chicago, IL on June 6-8, 2012. The California team had the opportunity to collaborate on strategic communications work, network and learn from other states and organizations, and continue work on developing comprehensive strategic communications focused on college and career readiness.
· An update regarding outreach communications is provided in Attachment 2.

CCSS Implementation Outreach Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.

	Dates
	Activities

	May 11, 2012
	Update to CDE Foundation Board on work in progress

	May 17-18, 2012
	Joint CDE/Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee spring meeting, discussion and data gathering on CCSS implementation in each of the CCSESA 11 regions

	May 22, 2012
	Planning meeting with Intersegmental Coordinating Committee (ICC) and California Academic Partnership Program (CAPP)

	May 23, 2012
	Planning for CCSS Topics for Annual CDE Title I Conference

	June 4, 2012
	Sonoma County Schools, Common Core and 21st Century Learning Institute

	June 6-8, 2012
	CCSSO Communications Strategies meeting in Chicago, IL

	June 21, 2012
	San Bernardino County District Superintendents’ Retreat – Common Core Messaging

	June 22, 2012
	California Academic Partnership Program (CAPP) – School Teams Summer Institute – Instructional Shifts for the Common Core

	July 11, 2012
	Intersegmental Coordinating Committee Panel Presentation
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