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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Adoption of California Modified Assessment Performance Level Descriptors for English–Language Arts in Grades Ten and Eleven and Geometry.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code Section 60605 requires performance level descriptors (PLDs) to be adopted by the SBE. In addition, PLDs are required as part of the state’s submission to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) for peer review. 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) proposed PLDs for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English–language arts (ELA) in grades ten and eleven and geometry for submission to the ED for assessment peer review.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
California educators who participated in the standard setting process developed the SSPI’s Proposed CMA PLDs in a meeting held prior to the standard setting workshop. The panel was assembled to identify and discuss the competencies required of students in each grade and subject area for each performance level (below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). SBE-adopted policy definitions were used during the standard setting and PLD development process. Though PLDs are a product from the standard setting process, they are not included in the public hearing for standard setting.

The CMA PLDs are designed to suggest ranges of performance typical of the test-taking population. They do not describe any individual or classroom student 
performance or describe specific CMA test questions. The PLDs do not affect established academic achievement standards.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (CONT.)
Following the PLD development meetings, Educational Testing Service (ETS) reviewed all of the proposed PLDs for consistency of language across grades and content areas. The proposed PLDs were reviewed by the CMA Assessment Review Panel on November 15, 2011. 

The Proposed PLDs for CMA for ELA in grades ten and eleven and geometry are provided in Attachment 1. See Attachment 2 for the text of the EC sections referred to in this item.

Under the requirements of ESEA, all states accepting Title I funds from the federal government must demonstrate evidence of a valid state assessment system based on rigorous academic standards. Each assessment must be independently evaluated through a peer review (process). PLDs are a required component for peer review. California’s peer review status is currently acknowledged as approval pending.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In March 2011, the SBE adopted PLDs for the ELA in grade nine, algebra, and grade ten life science for California’s Peer Review submission to the ED.

In March 2010, the SBE adopted PLDs for the ELA in grades six through eight, mathematics in grades six and seven, and science in grade eight for California’s Peer Review submission to the ED.

In May 2009, the SBE adopted PLDs for the CMA for ELA and mathematics in grades three through five and science in grade five for California’s Peer Review submission to the ED.

In March 2009, the SBE adopted PLDs for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) tests for ELA, mathematics, and science.

In September 2007, the SBE approved the board subcommittee recommendation to submit to the ED the Summary Level Performance Descriptions (for the California Standards Tests) contained in the board agenda item number seven for ELA, mathematics, and science. All PLDs have been accepted by the ED as appropriately meeting peer review requirements

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
All costs associated with these activities are included in the current Standardized Testing and Reporting Program contract.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified Assessment (4 pages)
Attachment 2: Relevant California Education Code Sections (2 pages)

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the

California Modified Assessment

Preface
The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is an alternate assessment for students with disabilities who have an individualized education program and meet the eligibility criteria proposed by the California Department of Education and adopted by the State Board of Education.

The CMA is based on the same grade level content standards as the California Standards Tests. The CMA was developed in response to the U.S. Department of Education’s final regulations under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Act that provided flexibility to states “to more appropriately measure the achievement of certain students with disabilities.” The regulations allow states to develop an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards. 
The CMA Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) do not describe any individual or classroom student performance or specific CMA test questions. The PLDs are designed to suggest ranges of performance typical of the test-taking population. Educators should not assume that teaching only the skills named in the PLDs will be sufficient to raise student performance. The focus of instruction in California classrooms should always be the full set of California content standards. Educators should also recognize that the goal for all students is attaining proficiency in these standards.

CMA ELA Grade 10

Draft Performance Level Descriptors

Advanced:  Students in grade 10 at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at this level infer literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.  In addition, students at the advanced level use prior knowledge to interpret denotative and connotative meanings of new words. They synthesize relevant research questions when given appropriate text. Students at the advanced level evaluate author’s claim by using evidence from text. They can produce evidence, stated or implied, from text illustrating the impact of ambiguities, ironies, subtleties, contradictions, and incongruities. They evaluate and revise students’ written work by identifying errors and applying appropriate conventions of documentation to develop a composition. Students at the advanced level formulate a thesis with supporting details to develop a cohesive composition. 
Proficient: Students in grade 10 at the proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at this level can define, identify, and explain literal, figurative, denotative, and connotative meaning through the use of word derivations to gain meaning in context. They are also able to identify, understand, and explain elements, key ideas, and purpose of workplace documents, technical documents, and bibliographies. Students at the proficient level synthesize content of works to paraphrase ideas and themes in order to compare and contrast themes in differing works with evidence, and support ideas expressed in each work. They identify and describe genre, characterizations, plot (development and sequence), literary devices, point of view, tone, and theme. Students at the proficient level can use conventions for documentation and develop a main idea by synthesizing information from multiple sources. They can recognize relevant research questions when provided with a given example. Students at the proficient level recognize a coherent thesis that is developed with strong support. Students performing at the proficient level identify and correct some errors to improve overall focus and clarity of writing.
Basic: Students in grade 10 at the basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level identify suffixes, prefixes, and root words in context. They identify various types of functional documents and bibliographies and follow technical instructions from informational materials. Students at the basic level summarize main ideas from one work. They define genre, characterization, plot (development and sequence), literary devices, point of view, tone, and theme. They identify supporting evidence. Students at the basic level construct a paragraph using simple sentences with basic grammar and format. Students at the basic level define and identify various types of sources.
Below Basic: Students in grade 10 at the below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. They demonstrate little or a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment.
CMA ELA Grade 11 

Draft Performance Level Descriptors

Advanced:  Students in grade 11 at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, students at this level determine the meaning of new, complex, multi-syllable words using expanded roots, affixes, and etymology. They draw complex inferences to develop and support conclusions based on written works with multiple themes and issues. Students at the advanced level evaluate the features and organization of public documents to determine the validity and effectiveness of the author’s argument. They evaluate complex literary and rhetorical devices used by American authors and analyze the authors’ purpose for using them in context. Students at the advanced level demonstrate a strong command of English conventions through the use of effective word choice and varied sentence structures including compound-complex sentences. They demonstrate the ability to write precise, sophisticated works using supported persuasive arguments, rhetorical devices, and a specific tone. 

Proficient: Students in grade 11 at the proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, students at this level determine the meaning of new words using roots, affixes, and etymology; they understand the meaning of analogies and draw simple inferences. They understand and evaluate information in public documents, demonstrating the ability to question validity, audience appeal, and author’s agenda. Students at the proficient level recognize common literary and rhetorical devices used by American authors and analyze the authors’ purpose for using them. Students at the proficient level draw conclusions from written works, including themes and issues, and support those conclusions by citing evidence. They write coherent, focused text using persuasive ideas and arguments, rhetorical devices, elements of discourse, and tone. Students at the proficient level revise text, demonstrating command of standard English conventions. 

Basic: Students in grade 11 at the basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level sometimes use basic roots and affixes to determine the meaning of new words and to recognize an analogy. They identify information and follow simple technical directions; they demonstrate limited ability to question the author’s argument. Students at the basic level identify limited rhetorical and literary devices. They demonstrate some ability to identify author’s purpose and sometimes draw conclusions from written works. Students at the basic level demonstrate a basic command of English conventions; use simple sentences and limited vocabulary; and identify basic punctuation and capitalization. They write rudimentary text with minimal support. 

Below Basic: Students in grade 11 at the below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. They demonstrate little or a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment.

CMA Geometry

Draft Performance Level Descriptors

Advanced: Students in Geometry at the advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment. In addition to demonstrating skills at the proficient level, these students can prove relationships between angles and polygons. They can construct logical arguments and use a counterexample to negate a statement. Students know the effect of reflections and rotations on figures in the coordinate plane. These students use angle and side relationships of special right triangles in order to find the missing sides or angles. Furthermore, students know and use definitions of basic trigonometric functions to find the missing sides of right triangles. Finally, students are able to solve problems involving relationships of inscribed and circumscribed polygons and properties of circles.

Proficient: Students in Geometry at the proficient level demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment. In addition to demonstrating skills at the basic level, these students can apply the Pythagorean Theorem to solve problems. Students are able to recognize and solve problems involving common geometric figures. They can compute the area of polygons, and the volume and surface area of three-dimensional figures. Students can find the interior and exterior angles of triangles. Students can prove that triangles are congruent or similar. Finally, students at this level can sometimes use theorems involving the properties of quadrilaterals to find the measure of the angles.

Basic: Students in Geometry at the basic level demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment. Students at this level can use the midpoint and distance formulas. Students are able to recognize translations of figures in the coordinate plane. In addition, they can recognize the properties of parallel lines cut by a transversal. These students are able to identify and understand undefined terms. Students can use basic theorems for congruence and similarity. Furthermore, students can determine how changes in dimensions affect perimeter. Finally, they can perform basic constructions with a straight edge and compass.
Below Basic: Students in Geometry at the below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. They demonstrate little or a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment.

Relevant California Education Code Sections

Section 60605
(a) 
(1) (A) Not later than January 1, 1998, the state board shall adopt statewide academically rigorous content standards, pursuant to the recommendations of the Commission for the Establishment of Academic Content and Performance Standards, in the core curriculum areas of reading, writing, and mathematics to serve as the basis for assessing the academic achievement of individual pupils and of schools, school districts, and the California educational system. Not later than November 1, 1998, the state board shall adopt these standards in the core curriculum areas of history/social science and science.


(B) The state board shall adopt statewide performance standards in the core curriculum areas of reading, writing, mathematics, history/social science, and science based on the recommendations made by the Superintendent of a contractor or contractors.

  
(C) The state board shall require the contractor or contractors to submit performance standards to the Superintendent and the state board not later than a specified date that allows sufficient opportunity for the Superintendent to make a recommendation to the state board and for the state board to conduct regional hearings prior to the adoption of the performance standards.

   
(2) (A) The state board may modify any proposed content standards or performance standards prior to adoption and may adopt content and performance standards in individual core curriculum areas as those standards are submitted to the state board. The state performance standards shall be established against specific grade level benchmarks of academic achievement for each subject area tested and shall be based on the knowledge and skills that pupils will need in order to succeed in the information-based, global economy of the 21st century. These skills shall not include personal behavioral standards or skills, including, but not limited to, honesty, sociability, ethics, or self-esteem. The standards adopted pursuant to this section shall be for the purpose of guiding state decisions regarding the development, adoption, and approval of assessment instruments pursuant to this chapter and does not mandate any actions or activities by school districts.

   
(B) Because these standards are models, the adoption of these standards is not subject to the Administrative Procedure Act. This subparagraph is declaratory of existing law.


(3) Before adopting academic content and performance standards, the state board shall hold regional hearings for the purpose of giving parents and other members of the public the opportunity to comment on the proposed standards.

(b) 
(1) The state board shall ensure that the statewide assessment system adopted pursuant to this chapter yields valid, reliable individual pupil scores and, where applicable, aggregate school scores, school district scores, and statewide scores of pupils and assesses basic academic skills and content standards, including the use of a direct writing assessment or other applied academic skills if deemed valid and reliable and if resources are made available for their use.

   
(2) This subdivision does not prevent the state board from developing or adopting an assessment instrument that also contains assessments of basic academic skills.

(c) 
To the extent feasible and as otherwise required, the state board shall ensure that assessments developed, or contracted for pursuant to Section 60642.5, by the state are aligned with the statewide content and performance standards adopted pursuant to subdivision (a). The department, with the approval of the state board, periodically shall contract for a review of the achievement test for conformance with these standards.

(d) 
After adopting statewide content and performance standards, the state board shall review the existing curriculum frameworks for conformity with the new statewide standards and shall modify the curriculum frameworks where appropriate to bring them into alignment with the standards.

(e) 
The state board shall adopt regulations for the conduct and administration of the testing and assessment program.

(f) 
The state board shall adopt a regulation for minimum security procedures that test and assessment publishers and school districts must follow to ensure the security and integrity of test and assessment questions and materials.

(g) 
This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2011.

Section 60601  

This chapter shall become inoperative on July 1, 2014, and as of January 1, 2015, is repealed, unless a later enacted statute that is enacted before January 1, 2015, deletes or extends the dates on which it becomes inoperative 
and is 
repealed.
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