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Waiver Number: 17-12-2011     Period of Request: August 29, 2011, to June 30, 2014
         Period Recommended: July 1, 2011, to June 29, 2013
Meadows Elementary School     CDS Code: 13 63198 6008619
Meadows Union Elementary School District
Local Educational Agency Request:

Meadows Union Elementary School District (UESD) is a rural single school district located in Imperial County. Meadows Elementary School (ES) has a student population of approximately 476 students serving kindergarten and grades one through eight (K–8). The district met the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) in school year 2010–11 and is asking for an alternative QEIA CSR target in years 2011–12 through 2013–14 for grades six and seven. The district’s current QEIA CSR targets for the average size of core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science in K–8 were 20.44 (K–3), 21.5, 18.5, 24.0, 23.0, and 25.0, respectively.

Meadows UESD states that the QEIA CSR target adjustments are necessary for grades six and seven; otherwise, it will be forced to reassign students among five different teachers as enrollments change during the year. Also, this establishes the same target for grades six through eight.
Meadows UESD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades six and seven at Meadows ES for school years 2011–12 through 2013–14 and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 25.0 per class on average in grades six and seven.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) does not support the LEAs request for a three year waiver. The CDE recommends a two year minus one day waiver for Meadows UESD’s request to increase its CSR targets for grades six and seven at Meadows ES. The alternative target is consistent with the intent of QEIA to ensure that students at funded schools benefit from lower class sizes.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grade six and seven classes at Meadows ES for school years 2011–12 and 2012–13; (2) Meadows ES increase to 25.0 the class size on average in core classes at the school level in grades six and seven in the 2011–12 and 2012–13 school year; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Meadows UESD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Meadows Union Elementary Schoolsite Council on November 30, 2011.
Supported by Meadows Union Teachers Association, November 28, 2011.
Local Board Approval: December 13, 2011.
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