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	ITEM ADDENDUM


	Date:
	November 4, 2013


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Item 9 – Amendment to Educational Testing Service contract to implement the Measurement of Academic Performance and Progress.


Provisions in the current 2013–14 state budget act require that funding provided for the 2013–14 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program test administration be utilized to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 484. AB 484 requires that the current assessment contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) be amended with approval of the State Board of Education (SBE) and the Director of Finance to:

· Administer the 2013–14 field-testing of the Smarter Balanced consortium assessments for English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics in grades three through eight and eleven beyond the representative scientific sample funded by the consortium
· To conduct special studies of the Smarter Balanced consortium field tests

· Administer specified STAR grade-level science assessments, alternate assessments, those used for the Early Assessment Program, and primary language assessments

· Discontinue the statewide administration of remaining STAR assessments and to make those assessments available to LEAs at their option and cost

The attached proposed scope of work will be an addendum to the current ETS contract addressing new and/or revised tasks specific to the 2013–14 test administration, including, but not limited to, overall general management, test security measures, administration of the tests, technical assistance and technology support for local educational agencies (LEAs), and conducting special studies. 
The attached scope of work provides a proposed budget summary for the Smarter Balanced field test activities and for the costs for the continuing STAR Program assessments. The savings from the reduction of the STAR assessments are to be utilized to fund district participation in the Smarter Balanced field tests and to conduct special studies.  Provisions in the state budget act provide that this and any remaining funding for a 2014 test administration be programmed in accordance with AB 484. The table below provides a summary of scope of work changes.

Summary of Scope of Work Changes
	SOW A & B Task Number
	SOW C Task Number
	Task Name
	Summary of Change from SOW A & B

	Task 1. 
	Task 1
	Program Administration

	The purpose of this task is to provide overall management support to the contract and to the CDE and SBE. 

The following are the changes reflected in SOW C: 

· Managing new tasks and new subcontractor to support the state’s participation in the Smarter Balanced Field Test.

· Managing revised tasks related to changes required for the CST/CMA science, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP administrations.

· Managing new tasks related to providing the suspended tests as purchasable tests made available to LEAs.

	Task 2. 
	Task 4.A
	Program Support Services
	In SOW A &B, the purpose of this task is to provide technical support to LEAs for the administration of the STAR Program. 

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the support for these remaining tests was changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Converting www.startest.org to support only the suspended tests available for purchase.

· Revising training Web casts, workshops, and manuals to include only the CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP.

· Reducing the estimated number of technical support calls and emails related to the CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP tests.

	Task 3. 
	Task 2
	Test Security Measures
	In SOW A & B, the focus of this task was to provide up to 150 site visit audits and to conduct security breach investigations.

The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:
· Adding new tasks to continue with social media monitoring during the 2014 administration, which will be inclusive of both the continuing paper-based tests and the Smarter Balanced FT.

· Reducing the number of site visit audits to 100 as a cost savings that will be used to continue the social media monitoring activities. 

There is no change to the security breach investigations.

	Task 5. 
	Task 4.B
	California Item Bank
	In SOW A & B, the purpose of this task was to update item statistics in the California Item Bank for the CSTs, CMA, CAPA, STS, CAHSEE, and CELDT after each test is administered.

The following are the change reflected in SOW C:

· Reducing the item statistics updates for the CSTs, CMA, and STS due to the reduction in the tests administered. 

· Adding new tasks to flag the items and stimuli from the suspended tests that will be made available to LEAs for purchase.

· Extending third party permissions (copyright) for CST sciences, CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP for the continued administration of these tests according to AB 484.

· Extending third party permissions (copyright) for the suspended tests for the continued administration of these tests through the 2014-15 school year as described in AB 484.

	Task 6:  
	--
	Item and Task Development
	In SOW A & B, the purpose of this task was to develop new items for the STAR Program that would be incorporated into the item bank in future test administrations.
In SOW C, no new item and task development will occur.

	Task 7. 
	Task 4.C
	Designing and Constructing Test Forms, Answer Documents, and Special Versions
	In SOW A & B, the purpose of this task was to design and construct the full set of test booklets and answer documents for the STAR Program, including the special versions for each test.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the design and construction activities were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Reducing the number of test booklets, answer documents, and special versions to include only the CST sciences, CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP tests.

· Adding activities to revise the original design of the CST/CMA grades 5, 8, and 10 and the STS test booklets to include only the remaining content areas to be administered in 2014.

	Task 8. 
	Task 4.D
	Pre-Identification and Ordering
	The purpose of this task is to provide a system by which LEAs may order test materials and submit pre-identification information for the tests to be administered. In SOW A & B, the system was referred to as the STAR Management System.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the activities to support the Test Management System were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Changing the system to provide ordering information to include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP

· Changing the pre-ID requirements and validation rules to be consistent with the state’s use of CALPADS as the student demographic data of record

	Task 9. 
	Task 4.C
	Test Materials Production & Packaging
	The purpose of this task is to produce the test materials and package the materials by district and school according to the LEA orders and pre-ID information. SOW A & B included the full complement of materials for the STAR Program.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the activities to production and packaging were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:
· Reducing the number of titles produce to include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP

· Reducing the number of shipping materials needed for packaging

There is no change in SOW C to the following:
· number of schools and districts that will administer the remaining tests

· print volumes for the CST sciences, CMA sciences, CAPA, and EAP

· overage estimates for each district and school package 

	Task 10 
	Task 4.E
	Delivery and Collection of Test Materials
	The purpose of this task is to deliver and collect test materials from each LEA. SOW A & B included the full complement of materials for the STAR Program.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the activities to delivery and collection were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:
· Reducing the number of titles shipped to include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP, thus reducing the overall shipping weights and numbers of boxes

There is no change in SOW C to the following:

· number of schools and districts that will administer the remaining tests

	Task 11.
	Task 4.F
	Test Processing, Scoring, and Analysis
	The purpose of this task is to process, score, and analyze the tests. SOW A & B included the full complement of STAR tests.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the activities to this task were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Changing the processing and scoring system to eliminate the suspended tests and include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP

· Eliminating the demographic edit alerts to be consistent with the state’s use of CALPADS as the student demographic data of record

· Eliminating the mark discrimination report as there are not sufficient numbers of content areas administered to each student that will allow for valid analyses

· Eliminating the activities related to the CST/CMA grades four and seven writing scoring

· Eliminating the handscoring activities as a cost savings that will be used towards the Smarter Balanced Field Test activities

	Task 12.
	Task 4.G
	Reporting Test Results to LEAs
	The purpose of this task is to report test results to LEAs. SOW A & B included the full complement of STAR tests.

With the reduction in the number of remaining tests for the 2014 CalMAPP administration (exclusive of the Smarter Balanced FT), the activities to this task were changed accordingly. The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Changing the reporting system to eliminate the suspended tests and include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, and STS RLA

· Eliminating quick turnaround reporting as a cost savings that will be used towards the Smarter Balanced Field Test activities

· Potentially changing the format of the student reports to report only on the test taken

· Eliminating the demographic data corrections to be consistent with the state’s use of CALPADS as the student demographic data of record

	Task 13.
	Task 4.H
	Reporting Test Results to CDE
	The purpose of this task is to provide state data files and the code for the Web reporting site to the CDE. SOW A & B included the full complement of STAR tests.

In SOW C, there are no anticipated changes to the activities that are required to produce the state data files and to prepare the Web reporting site. 

	Task 14.
	Task 4.I
	Technical Reports, Other Reports, Analyses, and Data
	The purpose of this task is to produce and submit the technical (statistical) reports for each program. SOW A & B included the full complement of STAR tests.

The following are the changes reflected in SOW C:

· Reducing the number of tests analyzed to include only CST/CMA sciences, CAPA, STS RLA, and EAP

In SOW C, it is assumed that the structure and format of the technical reports will not change.

	--
	Task 5
	Preparing System and Support for Optional Assessments Available for LEA Purchase
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.A.1
	Coordinate with the CDE, the CDE Communications Contractor, and the Consortium
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.A.2
	Maximize LEA participation in the Field Test through Technical Assistance Support
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.A.3
	District Outreach During Field Test Setup and Administration
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.A.4
	Training and Communication Materials for the Field Test
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.B
	Field Test Participation Plan
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.C & Task 3.D
	Field Test Setup and Administration, Descriptive Summary of Field Test Activities
	This is a new task.

	--
	Task 3.E
	Special Studies and Projects
	This is a new task.
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