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	SUBJECT

2015 English Language Arts/English Language Development Adoption of Instructional Materials: Appointment of Reviewers, Approval of Reviewer Training Materials, and Approval of Revised Program 5 Criteria Map and Content Standards Map.

	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES
Education Code (EC) Section 60211 authorizes the State Board of Education (SBE) to adopt instructional materials for kindergarten and grades one through eight (K–8), inclusive, that are aligned to California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy) and the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) in November 2015.

EC Section 60207 authorized the SBE to adopt the 2014 ELA/ELD Framework that contains the Criteria for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Kindergarten Through Grade Eight (Evaluation Criteria). The Evaluation Criteria and content standards for the 2015 ELA/ELD Adoption have been organized into tables called maps for convenient use by publishers, IMRs, and CREs during the adoption process.
California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 9512(a) requires that the SBE appoint Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMRs) and Content Review Experts (CREs) to serve as advisors to the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) and the SBE in the review of instructional materials submitted for adoption for the 2015 ELA/ELD Adoption. The California Department of Education (CDE) estimated the Adoption would need 225+ reviewers in order for the project to be conducted successfully. On November 14, 2014, the SBE appointed cohort 1 applicants (126 applications received during the initial April 1 through August 1, 2014 recruiting period).  Given the shortfall to the estimate, the IQC extended the application submission deadline to October 1, 2014. 83 applications were submitted during this period which constituted cohort 2 (Attachment 1). The IQC reviewed and recommended cohort 2 to the SBE on November 20, 2014. The cumulative number of 209 reviewer candidates received by that date was still short of the estimated number, so the IQC extended the submission deadline again to December 1, 2014. An additional 67 applications were submitted which constituted cohort 3 (Attachment 2). With this last cohort, the estimated need has been met. The IQC/ELA/ELD Subject Matter Committee (SMC) reviewed and recommended cohort 3 applications to the SBE on December 15, 2014.
5 CCR, Section 9512(h) requires that the SBE approve the providers of training and information for IMRs and CREs. The information and training materials to be used, as recommended by the IQC, are submitted for SBE approval. (Attachment 3).
The Evaluation Criteria Map (Attachment 4), and the Content Standards Map and Instruction Sheet for Program 5 Specialized ELD (Attachment 5) have been revised to make clear the evaluation of the program should emphasize and focus on the CA ELD Standards (with the CA CCSS for ELA appearing on the standards map only as reference and not as a gatekeeper element). Instruction with this emphasis and focus is designed to provide an intensive, accelerated pathway that supports the needs of English learners, including those at risk of becoming or who are long-term English learners, whose academic performance is below grade level, are making minimal progress towards English proficiency, and whose lack of language proficiency precludes them from performing at grade level. As recommended by the IQC, these revised documents are submitted for SBE approval. 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve appointment of IMRs and CREs in cohorts 2 and 3, as recommended by the IQC.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the reviewer training materials, as recommended by the IQC.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the revised evaluation criteria map, the revised content standards map, and the revised standards map instruction sheet for Program 5 Specialized ELD, as recommended by the IQC.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
By the initial deadline of August 1, 2014, the 126 applications in cohort 1 had been submitted for SBE approval. That number of applicants fell short of the anticipated need for 220+ reviewers and necessitated extending the recruitment period first to 

October 1, 2014, and then again to December 1, 2014. Consequently, the extension required the Schedule of Significant Events (Timeline) to be revised and approved by the SBE at its November 13–14, 2014 meeting.

The applications for cohort 2 were collected between August 1, and October 1, 2014. Cohort 3 applications were collected between October 1, and December 1, 2014. Cohort 2 was recommended by the full IQC at its November 20–21, 2014 meeting. The full IQC delegated authority to the ELA/ELD Subject Matter Committee (ELA/ELD SMC) to review and recommend the applications in cohort 3 at a teleconference meeting held on December 15, 2014. Both cohorts 2 and 3 were recommended by the IQC and are submitted to the SBE for appointment.

The maps and instructions for Program 5 Specialized ELD were pulled from the agenda item attachment, which the SBE approved for the 2015 ELA/ELD Adoption at their November 14, 2014 meeting. Technical edits were made to the maps and instructions and are resubmitted to the SBE for approval.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
December 15, 2014: The IQC recommended cohort 3 of IMR and CRE applicants to the SBE for appointment 

November 20–21, 2014: The IQC recommended cohort 2 of IMR and CRE applicants to the SBE for appointment, approved the reviewer training materials, and approved the revised Program Type 5 criteria map and consent standards map.
November 13–14, 2014: The SBE approved the Revised Timeline, appointed the first cohort of IMR and CRE applicants, and approved the criteria maps and content standards maps.
September 2014: The IQC approved the Revised Timeline, recommended the first cohort of IMR and CRE applicants, and approved the criteria maps and content standards maps.
July 2014: The SBE approved the 2014 ELA/ELD Framework, which includes the Evaluation Criteria.
March 2014: The SBE approved the draft Timeline and the draft IMR and CRE Online Application for the ELA/ELD Adoption.
November 2013: The IQC approved the draft Timeline and the draft IMR and CRE Online Application for the ELA/ELD Adoption.
October 2013: EC Section 60211 authorized the SBE to adopt basic instructional materials for kindergarten and grades one through eight (K–8) that are aligned to the SBE-adopted content standards for ELA/ELD no later than November 30, 2015.
November 2012: The SBE approved the revised CA ELD Standards that are aligned with the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy.
August 2010: The SBE adopted the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy, developed by the Common Core State Standards Initiative, as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (modified on March 13, 2013, per EC Section 60605.10).

FISCAL ANALYSIS 
EC Section 60211 requires the CDE to provide public notice to all publishers and manufacturers that they will be assessed a fee to offset the cost of conducting the adoption process. The CDE estimates that the cost of the upcoming ELA/ELD Adoption will be $350,000, exclusive of staff costs.

During the spring of 2015, the CDE will collect letters of intent to participate from publishers and manufacturers of ELA/ELD instructional materials. Thereafter, the CDE will assess fees that will be payable by these entities based upon the number of programs and grade levels that they indicate will be submitted. Following receipt of the assessed fees, the CDE will begin the process of associating costs via the Department’s approved accounting systems process.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1:
Cohort 2 Instructional Materials Reviewer and Content Review Experts applications Summary List (8 Pages: 83 applications. Full applications and resumes are available for viewing at the State Board of Education Office)

Attachment 2:
Cohort 3 Instructional Materials Reviewer and Content Review Expert applications Summary List (4 Pages: 67 applications. Full applications and resumes are available for viewing at the State Board of Education Office)

Attachment 3:
Reviewer Training Materials (Binders of Session I and Session II materials are available for viewing at the State Board of Education Office)

Attachment 4:
Revised Program Type 5 Criteria Map (Located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/elaeldevalcriteriamaps15.asp)

Attachment 5:
Revised Program Type 5 Content Standards Map, and Instruction Sheet (Located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/elaeldstdsmapsprog5.asp)
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